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OFFICERS,  1890-01. 


pbksidbnty  vice-prbbident, 

Rev.  H.  L.  Foote.  E.  B.  Neely. 
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J3uildi?igs  arul  Grou7uIs  —Directors  Newburgkr,  Hull  and  Gktch 

ELL. 

Finance. — Directors  Johnson,  Hall  and  Getchkll. 
JBi/-Law8, — Directors  Hall,  Nkkly  and  Hkndlky. 


LIBRARY   SERVICE. 

liihrarian,  H.  J.  Carr. 
Assistants,  Lulu  C.  Sentkr,  Cornklia  L.  Rathbun, 

Annib  M.  Perry. 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


To  THE  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council: 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph 
respectfully  submit  their  first  annual  report  for  the  library  year  ending 
April  30, 1891. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian,  with  its  appendix,  gives  in  consider- 
able detail  the  history  of  the  internal  working  of  the  library,  and  is  a 
proper  supplement  to  this  annual  summary.  Reference  is  also  made  to 
"Exhibit  A,"  accompanying  this  report,  which  is  substantiated  by  affi- 
davit as  required  by  law. 

Although  a  Public  Library  law  similar  to  that  of  Dlinois  was 
enacted  in  Missouri  m  1885,  no  library  was  astablished  under  its  pro- 
visions, so  far  as  known,  until  1889,  when  the  one  at  Hannibal  was 
organized. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph  came  next  in  point  of  time, 
having  been  established  in  1890. 

In  response  to  an  adequate  petition  of  tax-payers,  an  ordinance 
passed  the  Council  providing  for  a  vote,  at  the  annual  election  in  April 
following,  for  or  against  the  raising  of  a  yearly  tax  of  3-10  mill  on  the 
dollar  for  the  maintenance  of  a  public  library. 

The  vote  cast  upon  that  question  was  returned  at  5,722  in  favor, 
and  947  against.  The  vote,  however,  was  even  larger  than  this,  as  in 
some  precincts  there  was  a  misunderstanding  of  the  working  of  the 
new  election  laws,  and  quite  a  number  of  votes  were  not  properly  can- 
vassed  and  returned. 
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Following  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  municipality,  a  Board  of 
Directors,  nine  in  number,  was  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  sub- 
sequently qualified  as  required  by  law. 

After  some  negotiation,  the  books  and  furniture  of  the  St.  Joseph 
Public  Library  Association  were  generously  donated  to  the  new  institu- 
tion, and  dully  accepted  by  the  latter,  and  made  the  nucleus  of  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

The  Board  of  Directors  very  soon  felt  the  need  of  an  experienced 
librarian  and  at  once  bent  their  efforts  to  secure  one. 

In  October  he  came  here  and  at  once  began  the  important  work  of 
preparing  the  rooms  and  books  for  public  use.  This  proved  to  be  a 
labor  involving  a  great  deal  of  detail  and  work;  and,  as  it  was  coupled 
with  the  training  of  inexperienced  assistants,  delayed  the  opening  of 
the  library  till  late  in  the  winter. 

The  reading  room  was  opened  February  9, 1891,  with  some  fifty- 
three  different  periodicals  on  its  tables.  The  circulating  department 
began  issuing  books  for  home  use  March  16, 1891. 

Some  3,276  volumes  were  received  from  the  Library  Association ; 
2,234  were  added  by  gift  and  purchase,  up  to  the  time  covered  by  this 
report.  We  had,  therefore,  by  the  first  of  May,  1891,  5,510  bound 
volumes;  of  which  576  are  reserved  for  reference,  or  use  in  the  library 
only,  leaving  4,934  volumes  subject  to  loan  for  home  use. 

Practically  the  work  done  this  year  has  been  largely  of  a  prelim- 
inary character;  its  record  being  that  of  putting  the  library  on  a  sound 
working  basis  and  providing  the  appliances  for  its  smooth  running  in 
future,  rather  than  of  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  books. 

We  are  not,  however,  ashamed  of  our  record  for  the  year  now 
closed,  and  believe  that  another  year  will  see  a  systematic  building  up 
of  this  department  and  a  wider  usefulness  attained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  FOOTE,  Premh'nL 
H.  G.  GETCHELL,  Secreianj. 


EXHIBIT  A. 


Financial  and  statistical  statement  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 1891,  as  required  by  Sec. 
7  of  the  Library  Law. 

RECEIPTS. 

Warrants  drawn  by  City  Auditor,  per  vouchers  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  viz. : — 

To  April  20,  1891 !|4,977  75 

In  May,  1891 572  29    |5,550  04 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  Books $1,744  57 

Periodicals 243  10 

Binding..; 59  10 

Furniture 739  25 

Repairs 19  67 

Insurance 78  00 

Heating  and  lighting 80  75 

Rent 560  50 

Miscellaneous 67  51 

Express  and  postage 40  66 

Stationery  and  printing 295  68 

Library  working  cash  fund 100  00 

Salaries 1,521  25    $5,550  04 

REVENUE   FROM   OTHER   SOURCES. 

From  library  fines,  April,  1891 $6  46 

Expended  as  follows  : — 
For  Envelopes  and  stamps $2  46 

Change  in  cash  drawer 4  00    $6  46 
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STATISTICS. 


Number  of  boand  volumes  received  by  donation  from  the  St. 
Joseph  Public  Library  Association,  as  foundation  for  the 
Free  Public  Library. , 3,276 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase 1,856 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift 378 

Total  on  hand  April  30, 1891 5,510 

Number  of  books  unaccounted  for,  none. 

OKIfSBAL  CHARACTEB  OF  THE  COLLECTION. 

No.  of  vols.,  Arts  and  sciences 386 

Biography 324 

History  . " 336 

Travels 229 

Literature 625 

Fiction 3,029 

Reference,  (general) 155 

Bound  magazines 193 

Bound  newspapers 36 

Public  documents 197    5,510 

Number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use: — 

In  March,  1891,  (U  days) 2,390 

April,  1891,  (26  days) ' 5,488 

Number  of  borrower's  library  cards  in  force,  April  30, 1891  1 ,546 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI, ) 
County  of  Buchanan.    \ 

I,  H.  J.  Carr,  Librarian  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  of  St.  Joseph,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ments are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  J.  CARR,  Librarian. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1891. 

William  A.  Joudan, 
[Notarial  Seal.]  Notary  Public  for  Buchanan  County. 

Commission  expires  June  30,  1891. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE   President  and    Boakd  of   Directors    of  the  Free   Public 
Library  of  St.  Joseph  :  , 

The  librarian  presents  herewith  his  report  for  the  fractional  year 
covered  by  the  first  annual  library  report;  his  actual  incumbency 
dating;  from  October  16,  1890. 

The  quarters  then  engaged  for  the  library  needed  to  bo  enlarged, 
renovated  and  suitably  arranged  before  other  work  could  be  com- 
menced. For  that  purpose  the  cases  and  books  received  from  the 
former  St.  Joseph  Public  Library  Association  as  a  foundation  gift  had 
to  be  removed,  the  books  stored  for  a  time,  and  all  moved  back  again 
as  the  rooms  were  fitted  for  use. 

Such  work,  owing  to  certain  unavoidable  delays,  was  not  fairly 
out  of  the  way  until  well  into  December;  at  which  time  was  Ix^gun  the 
cataloging  of  such  books  as  were  on  hand,  while  steps  were  taken 
towards  the  purchase  of  new  works  and  providing  needed  furniture  for 
the  public  portion  of  the  rooms  in  addition  to  that  already  supplied. 

Annoying  delays  also  occurred  in  respect  to  the  satisfactory  manu- 
facture of  the  furniture,  so  that  it  was  not  feasible  to  open  the  reading 
and  reference  room  until  in  February,  1891. 

Following  which,  the  circulating  department  was  opened  for  pub- 
lic service  March  16,  1891,  issue  of  borrowers'  library  cards  having 
begun  a  week  earlier. 

For  the  fourteen  days  of  March,  2,390  volumes  were  issued,  and  in 
April  (twenty -six  days)  5,488  volumes,  for  home  reading;  1,546  bor- 
rowers' cards  were  in  force  at  the  close  of  April,  and  1,223  volumes  in 
the  hands  of  readers  on  that  date. 

Readings  Room. 

The  reading  room  has  been  well  patronized  from  the  outset.  The 
hours  were  from  10  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  week  days,  during  February  and 
March;  after  which  they  wore  made  from  9  a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.,  the  limited 
evening  use  not  warranting  later  opening. 
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In  twenty  days  of  February,  601  readers  were  tallied ;  an  average 
of  thirty  per  day,  including  Sunday  afternoons.  In  March  there  were 
1,448  readers,  averaging  fifty  per  day  for  week  days,  and  twenty-seven 
on  Sundays;  or,  forty-seven  per  day  for  the  entire  month.  Since  March 
no  actual  count  has  been  kept,  except  as  to  Sunday  use,  but  the  readers 
average  fully  fifty  a  day,  even  during  the  pleasant  days  of  spring  and 
early  summer  with  their  out  of  door  attractions. 

Sunday  Use. 

Use  of  the  reading  room,  on  Sunday  (hours  from  2  to  6  p.  m.),  has 
been  fairly  active,  yet  not  at  all  notable;  the  visitors  by  actual  count 
having  averaged  twenty-two  per  afternoon.  Since  it  is  not  a  very 
serious  task  for  the  librarian  and  assistants,  each  to  share  in  turn  the 
supervisory  attendance  required,  and  practically  no  additional  expense 
for  light,  heat  or  rent  is  entailed,  such  Sunday  afternoon  opening  of 
that  one  department  seems  to  be  warrantable.  It  is  believed  that 
appreciation  and  use  of  its  opportunities  will  be  more  marked  upon  the 
recurrence  of  the  winter  months. 

Gifts. 

The  history  of  this  institution  for  the  first  year  is  largely  one  of 
gifts.  At  its  beginning  was  the  munificent  one  from  the  "St.  Joseph 
Public  Library"  of  all  the  books  and  furniture  of  that  association. 
Some  3,276  volumes  were  thus  received,  which,  with  the  furniture  (so 
far  as  it  was  of  service),  represented  at  a  close  valuation  fully  $3,300  to 
$3,500;  and  the  donation  became  of  immediate  aid  as  a  nucleus  for  the 
Free  Public  Library. 

The  library  received  subsequently  a  notable  gift  of  some  315 
volumes  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilkinson,  nearly  one-half  of  the  same 
being  most  valuable  material  for  the  reference  library  in  the  shape  of 
bound  volumes  of  magazines. 

Later,  Major  John  L.  Bittinger,  of  this  Board,  presented  thirty- 
three  volumes  of  bound  newspapers,  together  with  many  volumes  and 
separate  numbers  of  unbound  magazines. 

Capt.  F.  M.  Posegate,  presented  three  bound  volumes  of  newspapers 
of  marked  historic  value;  including  a  complete  file  of  ** Adventure"  and 
"Weekly  Commercial,"  successive  names  of  the  first  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  8t.  Joseph,  dating  from  May  5,  1848,  to  April  21,  1851. 

In  addition,  the  library  has  been  the  recipient  of  especial  favors 
from  many  other  libraries,  in  the  matter  of  their  catalogues  and  files  of 
annual  reports,  and  the  like. 

A  full  list  of  donors  i.s  given  in  an  appendix  to  IVvi^  x^\iO\V,. 
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Fliidiii^  List. 

The  need  of  a  [irinled  finding  list  of  the  IkmIcs  in  the  library  for 
he  use  of  Itorrowers  has  been  much  felt;  and  the  nxjasurcs  taken  with 
view  to  having  a  simple  and  inexpensive  form  of  situh  supplied  early 
a  the  coming  months  will,  it  is  hoi>ed,  bear  good  fruit. 

Cotitontrt  of  the  Library. 


At  the  close  of  ita  fiist  official  y 
had  an  aggregate  of  5,510  bound  volu 
tjtieti  of  magazines  and  miscellaneous- 
The  division  and  source  of  the  forme 
the  a^^companying  tabular  statement. 


Mr  (April  30,  1801),  the  library 
mes,  in  addition  to  various  ijuan- 
jKimphlets  which  await  binding. 
'  are  shown  more  i>artiuularly  in 


Reference  Library. 

Contents  or  the  Libhabv. 

04 

1 

1^4. 

1 

1 
1 

36 

1 

a. 

Nucleus  of  the  Library  itwivcd  from  the  "SI. 

J.,sej.h  I'ablic  LiLrury,"  (3,270).  vi«.:- 
AdOed  to  April  30,  181)1.    {2,H34).  aa  followa.:- 

Uj-  Kifti 37S 

AgRreRnte 5.510 

2.9!!  1 
1,938 

ISfi 
12 

BeBpectfutty  subiuittod, 

H.  J.  CARlt,  I 


DONORS  AND  DONATIONS,  1890-91 


vol-,  p^his;. 

Arnold,  Goo.  U.,  Bristol,  R.  I 1 

Baltimore,  (Md.)  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library 1  2 

"            "     New  Mercantile  Library 2 

Bittinger,  Major  John  L.,  St.  Joseph (16  maps)  34  630 

Bridgeport,  (Conn.)  Public  Library  and  Beading  Boom 3 

Bristol,  (R.  I.)  Rogers  Free  Library 3 

Brookline,  (Mass.)  Public  Library 1 

Brooklyn,  (N.  Y.)  Free  Circ.  Library,  (Un.  for  Ch.  Work) 1 

"              "       Library 9 

Buffalo,  (N.  Y.)  Library 1  21 

Burlington,  (Vt.)  Fletcher  Free  Library 1  17 

Chicago,  (Ills.)  Newberry  Library 4 

'»          "      Public  Library 22 

Christian  Science  Association,  St.  Joseph 1 

Cleveland,  (Ohio)  Public  Library 1  2 

Cockrell,  Hon.  F.  M.  (U.  S.  S.)  Warrensburgh,  Mo 20 

Concord,  (N.  H.)  Public  Library 8 

Council  Bluflfs,  (Iowa)  Free  Public  Library 6 

Dayton,  (Ohio)  Public  Library 1  2 

Dover,  (N.  H.)  Public  Library I 

Grand  Rapids,  (Mich.)  Public  School  Library 4 

Griffis,  Rev.  Wm.  Elliott,  Boston,  Mass 1 

Kalamazoo,  (Mich.)  Public  Library 1 

Kansas  City,  (Mo.)  Public  Library 1  1 

Lancaster,  (Mass.)  Town  Library 2  1 

Lawrence,  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 21 

Leeds,  (England)  Public  Free  Library 33 

Lynn,  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 1  22 

Manchester,  (N.  H.)  City  Library 1 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston V  % 
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Vols  ^""^' 

Milwaukee,  (Wis.)  Public  Library 31 

Minneapolis,  (Minn.)  Public  Library 12 

Newark,  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library 1  15 

Newburger,  B.,  St.  Joseph 2 

New  Haven,  (Conn.)  Free  Public  Library 10 

Newton,  (Mass.)  Free  Library 1  5 

New  York  (N.  Y.)  Mercantile  Library 12 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library 1 

Omaba,  (Neb.)  Public  Library 1 

"  **       Daily  Bee (Daily  issues.)  . . 

Philadelphia,  (Pa.)  Library  Companv 11 

"      Mercantile  Library 2  37 

Posegate,  Capt.  F.  M.,  St.  Joseph 3 

Providence,  (R.  I.)  Public  Library  . 8 

Ranch,  Dr.  John  H.,  Sec.  State  Brd  Health,  Springfield,  111.    1  11 

St.  Joseph  Ballot,  St.  Joseph (16  Maps.)   . . 

St.  Joseph,  (Mo.)  City  Comptroller 1 

"  **      Medical  Herald (Monthly  issues.)   . . 

St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  Mercantile  Library 1 

"      Public  Library 10 

St.  Paul,  (Minn)  Public  Library 5 

Salem,  (Mass.)  Public  Library 1  5 

San  Francisco,  (Cal.)  Free  Public  Library 1  2 

Schwab,  Dr.  Isaac,  Rabbi,  St.  Joseph 2 

Springfield,  (Mass.)  City  Library  Association 55 

Taunton,  (Mass.)  Public  Library 3  34 

Toledo,  (Ohio)  Public  Library 1 

Topeka,  (Kans.)  Free  Public  Library 4 

Toronto,  (Ont.)  Public  Library 2  8 

Tuttle,  Rt.  Rev.  D.  S.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1 

Tyler  Desk  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1 

United  States,  Interior  Department 8 

Watertown,  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 1  28 

Wilkes  Barre,  (Pa.)  Osterhout  Free  Library 1 

Wilkinson,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  St.  Joseph 31 5 

Woburn,  (Mass.)  Public  Library 1 

Worcester,  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library 2  M 


STATE  LIBRARY  LAW 


An  Act  Relating  to  Libraries  in  Cities,  Villages,  Towns  and  Townships. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Muisonri,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  When  one  hundred  tax-paying  voters  of  any  incorpor- 
ated city,  shall  petition  the  proper  authorities,  asking  that  an  annual  tax 
be  levied  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library 
in  such  incorporated  city,  and  shall  specify  in  their  petition  a  rate  of 
taxation,  not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar  annually,  and  in  cities  of 
over  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  not  to  exceed  one-fifth  of  a  mill 
annually,  on  all  the  taxable  property  in  the  city;  such  officers  shall  in 
the  next  legal  notice  of  the  regular  annual  election  in  such  incorporated 
city,  give  notice  that  at  such  election  every  voter  may  vote  "for  a — mill 
tax  for  a  free  public  library"  or  "against  a— mill  tax  for  a  free  public 
library,"  specifying  in  such  notice  the  rate  of  taxation  mentioned  in 
said  petition;  and  if  the  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  in  such  incorpor- 
ated city  shall  be  "for  the  tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  the  tax  speci- 
fied in  such  notice  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  like  manner  with 
other  general  taxes  of  said  incorporated  city,  and  shall  l>e  known  as  the 
"library  fund;''  provided  that  such  tax  shall  cease  in  case  the  legal 
voters  of  any  such  incorporated  city  shall  so  determine,  by  a  majority 
vote,  at  any  annual  election  held  therein. 

Sec.  2.  [Directors.] — When  any  incorporated  city  shall  have 
decided  to  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library  and  reading  room 
nnder  this  act,  the  Mayor  of  such  city  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the 
legislative  branch  of  the  municipal  government,  proceed  to  appoint  a 
board  of  nine  directors  for  the  same,  chosen  from  the  citizens  at  large, 
with  reference  to  their  fitness  for  such  office;  and  no  member  of  the 
municipal  government  shall  be  a  member  of  said  board. 

Sec.  3.  [Term  of  Office — Removal.]— Said  directors  shall  hold 
oflfice  one- third  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for 
three  years,  from  the  first  of  June  following  their  appomViHi^wX,^  ^xA  ^V 
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their  first  repfular  meeting  shall  cast  lots  for  their  respective  terras;  and 
annually  thereafter,  the  Mavor  shall,  before  the  first  of  June  of  each 
year,  appoint,  as  before,  three  directors,  who  shall  hold  office  for  three 
years  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed.  The  Mayor  may, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment, remove  any  director  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty. 

Skc.  4.  [Vacancies — Compensation.] — Vacancies  in  the  Board  of 
Directors,  occasioned  by  removals,  resignation  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
reported  to  the  City  Council,  and  be  filled  in  like  manner  as  original 
appointments,  and  no  director  shall  receive  compensation  as  such. 

Sec.  5.  [Organization — Powers  of  Directors — Funds.] — Said  direc- 
tors shall,  immediately  after  appointment,  meet  and  organize  by  the 
election  of  one  of  their  number  President,  and  by  the  election  of  such 
other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary.  They  shall  make  and  adopt 
such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  their  own  guidance,  and  for  the 
government  of  the  library  and  reading  room,  as  may  be  expedient,  not 
inconsistent  with  this  act.  They  shall  have  the  exclusive  control  of  the 
expenditure  of  all  moneys  collected  to  the  credit  of  the  library  fund, 
and  of  the  construction  of  any  library  building,  and  of  the  supervision, 
care  and  custody  of  the  grounds,  rooms  or  buildings  constructed,  leased 
or  set  apart  for  that  purpose;  provided,  that  all  money  received  for 
such  library  shall  be  deposited  in  the  treasury  of  said  city  or  village  to 
the  credit  of  the  library  fund,  and  shall  be  kept  separate  and  apart 
from  other  money  of  such  city  or  village,  and  drawn  upon  by  the 
proper  officers  of  said  city  or  village,  upon  the  properly  authenticated 
vouchers  of  the  library  board.  Said  board  shall  have  power  to  purchase 
or  lease  grounds,  to  occupy,  lease  or  erect  an  appropriate  building  or 
buildings  for  the  use  of  the  said  library;  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a 
suitable  librarian,  and  necessary  assistants,  and  fix  their  compensation, 
and  shall  have  power  to  remove  such  appointees;  and  shall,  in  general, 
carry  out  the  spirit  and  intent  of  this  act,  in  establishing  and  main- 
taining a  public  library  and  reading  room. 

Sec.  6.  [Who  may  use  Library.] — Every  library  and  reading 
room  established  under  this  act  shall  be  forever  free  to  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  where  located,  always  subject  to  much  reason- 
able rules  and  regulations  as  the  library  board  may  adopt  in  order  to 
render  the  use  ef  said  library  and  reading  room  of  the  greatest  benefit 
to  the  greatest  number;  and  said  board  may  exclude  from  the  use  of 
said  library  and  reading  room  any  and  all  persons  who  shall  willfully 
violate  such  rules;  and  said  board  may  extend  the  privileges  and  use  of 
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sacb  library  and  reading  room  to  persona  residing  outside  of  snch  city 
in  this  Stat«,  npon  snch  terms  and  conditions  as  said  board  may,  from 
time  to  time,  by  its  r^pilations,  prescribe. 

Sat:.  7.  [Annual  Re[iort„J— The  said  board  of  directors  shall  make, 
on  or  l»efore  the  second  Monday  in  June,  an  annual  reprjrt  («  the  City 
Council,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust  on  the  tii-st  day  of  May  of 
that  year,  the  various  sums  of  money  received  from  the  library  fund 
and  from  other  sources,  and  how  such  moneys  have  been  expended  and 
for  what  purposes;  the  number  of  books  and  (wriodicals  on  band,  the 
number  added  by  purchase,  gift  or  otherwise,  during  the  year;  tlie 
number  and  general  character  and  kind  of  such  books,  with  such  other 
statistics,  information  and  suggestions  a^  they  may  deem  of  general 
intarest.  All  rach  portions  of  said  report  ns  relate  to  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  money,  a-i  well  as  the  number  of  Isooks  ou  hand,  books 
lo4t  or  missing,  and  bonks  purchased,  shall  be  verilied  by  aJlidavit. 

Sec.  8.  The  Cil.y  Council  of  said  city  or  village  shall  have  power 
to  pass  ordinances  imposing  suitalile  penaltie-s  for  the  punishment  of 
persons  committing  injury  npon  such  library  or  the  grounds,  or  other 
projierty  thereof,  and  for  injury  to  or  failure  to  return  any  book  Imlong- 
ing  to  such  library, 

Src.  y.  [Donations.] — Any  person  desiring  to  make  donations  of 
money,  personal  property  or  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  such  library, 
shall  have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  the  money  or  real  estate  so 
donated  in  the  board  of  directors  creat«d  under  this  act,  to  be  held  and 
controlled  by  such  board,  when  accepted  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
deed,  gift,  devise  or  bequest  of  sueb  property ;  and  as  to  such  property 
the  said  board  shall  be  held  and  considered  to  be  special  trusteos. 

Sec.  10.  When  fifty  legal  voters  of  any  incorporated  village  or 
township  shall  petition  the  proper  authorities,  asking  that  an  annual 
tax  may  be  levied  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  ef  a  free  pub- 
lic library  in  such  village  or  township,  and  shall  specify  in  their  peti- 
tion, a  rat«  of  taxation  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the  dollar,  such 
officers  shall,  in  the  next  legal  notice  of  the  regular  annual  election  in 
such  village  or  township,  give  notice 'that  at  such  election  every  voter 
may  vote  "for  a — mill  lax  for  a  free  public  library,"  or  "against  a — mill 
tax  for  a  free  public  library,"  specifying  in  .^uch  notice  the  rate  of  (as- 
ation  mentioned  in  said  jtetiiion;  and  if  the  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  in  such  villr^;e  or  township  shall  Iw  "for  the  tax  for  a  free  public 
library,"  the  tax  siteciiied  in  such  notice  shall  be  levied  and  collected  in 
like  manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  said  village  or  tjiwnship,  and 
shall  be  known  as  the  "library  fund;'   provided,  that  a\it\i  U.-i.  %\i?Ki. 
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cease  in  case  the  legal  voters  of  any  such  village  or  township  shall  so 
determine,  by  a  majority  vote,  at  any  annual  election  held  therein,  and 
the  corporate  authorities  of  such  villages  or  townships  may  exercise  the 
same  powers  conferred  upon  the  corporate  authorities  of  cities  under 
this  act. 

Sec.  11.  At  the  next  regular  election,  after  any  town,  village  or 
township  shall  have  voted  to  establish  a  free  public  library,  there  shall 
be  elected  a  library  board  of  six  directors,  one-third  for  one  year,  one- 
third  for  two  years,  and  one-third  for  three  years;  and  annually  there- 
after there  shall  l)e  elected  two  directors,  who  shall  hold  their  office  for 
three  years,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified,  which 
board  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  by  this  act  are  conferred  upon  the 
board  of  directors  of  free  public  libraries  in  cities. 

Approved  April  10,  1885. 

(Missouri  Session  Laws,  1885;  pp.  192-195.) 
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To  THE  HONORABLE.  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  SAINT  JOSEPH 

GENTLEMEN:— -I  hand  you  herewith  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Di 
rectors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  including  the  report  of  the  Librarian  and  the  different 
standing  committees.  Statistics  of  the  use  and  growth  of  the  Library  and  of  receipts  anc 
expenditures,  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  Library,  and  I  tal« 
pleasure  in  reporting  every  department  in  excellent  order  and  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Directors, 

H.  L.  FOOTE. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI,      \  __ 
COUNTY  OF  BUCHANAN,  j  ^^ 


Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  Notary  Public,  in  and  for  the  County  aforesaid 
personally  appeared  H.  L.  Foote,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Publi( 
Library,  and  made  oath  that  the  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  re 
ceipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  Library,  and  books  added,  are  correct  to  the  best  o 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  24th  day  of  May,  1894. 

J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public. 
My  commission  expires  November  13th,  1897. 


IE  Board  of  Directros  of  the  Free  Public  Library.— Gentlemen:— 

herewith  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  tiie  Librarian,  and  the  second  I  have  had 
tr  of  presenting.  The  last  annual  report  showed  the  Li|}niry  to  contain  9,713 
.    During  the  year  there  have  been  added  2188  volumes,  as  follows : 

Donations 10% 

United  States  Government SsBft 

Serialsbound 196 

Purchased 1,860 

8,188 

ee  hundred  and  eighty-nine  books  have  been  withdrawn,  as  follows: 

WomoQt 361 

Duplicates  returned  to  U .  8.  Government —  66 

Lost  and  paid  for 18 

Missing 2 


I  • 

the  net  increase  for  the  year,  1,799. 

Library  now  contains  11,512  volumes,  divided  as  follows: 

Reference  Department 868 

Government  Department 1,630 

Circulating  Department 9,019 

11,512 

}ks  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  Rellffion,  Arts  and  Sciences 141 

General  Literature,  Poetry  and  Drama 81 

Travel  and  Description 55 

Biography 66 

History 130 

Serials  bound 198 

German 184 

.  General  works  in  Reference  Department 53 

Fiction  and  Juveniles 805 

Government  Publications 525 

2,188 

ly-five  volumes  in  raised  character  for  the  blind  have  been  purchased.    There 
to  be  between  twenty  and  thirty  blind  people  in  our  city,  and  we  have  the  names 
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of  thirteen  who  can  redd  and  will  avail  themselves  of  this  department  of  the  Library.  It 
will  be  possible  to  speak  more  certainly  of  the  success  of  this  venture  in  the  next  report, 
as  the  department  was  only  opened  in  April. 

The  circulating  department  has  been  open  every  day  during  the  year,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sundays  and  holidays,  a  total  of  305  days.  100,924  volumes  have  been  drawn 
tor  home  use,  an  increase  of  8,211  over  the  circulation  of  the  previous  year. .  The 
monthly  average  has  been  8,410,  and  the  daily  average  331.  Particulars  of  circulation, 
and  classification  of  books  drawn  are  given  in  Appendix  A.   \ 

With  the  large  increase  in  circulation,  the  percentages  show  that  while  fiction  forms 
a  ver\'  large  part  of  the  reading  of  the  public,  the  proportion  of  more  solid  works,  instead 
of  diminishing,  has  slightly  increased.  The  most  popular  books  have  been  "The  Prince 
of  India,"  of  which  we  have  ten  copies,  and  **The  Heavenly  Twins,"  of  which  we  have 
eight  copies. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  attendance  in  our  reference  rooms.  No 
statistics  can  be  given,  as  the  books  and  shelves  are,  as  heretofore,  open  to  the  public 
without  restriction.  One  of  the  most  attractive  and  useful  features  of  this  department  Is 
the  bound  magazines,  made  available  by  Poole's  Index  and  its  continuations.  Large 
additions  have  been  made  to  our  files  this  year,  and  persistent  efforts  will  be  made  to 
complete  them.  Our  Government  Department  has  had  a  thorough  overhauling,  and  the 
books  have  all  been  checked  and  arranged  by  the  ""  List  of  Congressional  Documents,'' 
prepared  by  J.  G.  Ames,  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Department  of  the  Interior.  A 
list  of  the  publications  wanted  has  been  sent  to  the  department,  and  the  deficiencies  are 
being  supplied  as  fast  as  possible. 

Our  reading  rooms  are  supplied  witii'i  quarterly,  27  monthlies,  i  semi-monthly,  17 
weeklies  and  2  dailies,  a  list  of  which  is  given  in  Appendix  B. 

The  circulation  is  very  large  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  books  in  the  Library, 
and  the  wear  and  tear  from  actual  use  has  been  enormous,  it  has  been  necessary  to  have 
774  books  rebound.  Books  damaged  by  accident  or  carelessness  have  been  charged  for 
and  in  most  cases  the  damages  cheerfully  paid  by  the  borrower.  It Jias  been  necessary 
to  call  on  guarantors  in  four  cases  to  make  good  loss  of  books,  and  in  each  instance  the 
amount  has  been  promptly  paid. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows : 

Balances  in  the  City  Treasury  May  1, 189:5 $  br»()  98 

Deposited  by  Librarian * \M\  2*^ 

i  )itj  Appropriation (>,92rt  91 

SalarleF,  Librarian  and  Assistants ;$3.:>83  8« 

Janitor 'J40  00 

Catalogue 4'i  iA) 

.Stationery  and  Prlotlng <sr»  80 

Postage H)  (K) 

Af fscellaneous J*-*9  <v> 

Rent m)  m 

LiKht  and  Heat 19e  9'. 

1  nsurance 97  55 

Repairs :»:^  50 

Furniture -JTh  55 

Ki nding 5m  40 

Books  and  Periodicals l  031  4:> 

Balance  lu  City  Treasury :iiK.»  8-J 

*7,874  11  $7,874  11 
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% 

M82 

875  CO 

144  8ft 

15  00 

3  2ft 

17  0» 

$ 

tVU)  91 

The  Treasurer's  Report  shows: 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,1893.... $  445  tio 

Received  from  Librarian j. 873  00 

Interest  on  account  85  10 

$  N55  70 

May  1, 1893,  balance  in  Librarian's  hands f    81  00 

Received  from  City  Treasurer  for  Incidentals 96  22 

Received  from  fine  collections 371  90 

Received  from  catalogues  sold 71  10 

Received  from  extra  volumes H  2X 

Received  from  rents 118  co 

Received  from  books  lost  and  paid  for 18  90 

Received  from  security  deposits 1500  « 

Miscellaneous Itf  5ft 

Deposited  with  City  Treasurer ' 

Deposited  with  Treasurer 

Incidental  expenses 

Security  deposits  returned 

Books  reported  lost,  returned 

May  1, 1894,  balance  on  hand .  : ^ 

I  650  91 

In  October,  1893,  a  supplement  to  the  Finding  List  was  issued,  containing  about 
i,2co  titles,  and  forming,  with  the  Finding  List,  a  complete,  single  entry,  author  cata- 
logue of  the  circulating  department.  It  will  be  necessary  to  publish  another  supplement 
during  the  present  year. 

The  card  catalogue  furnishes  a  complete  index  to  the  Library  wltii  author,  title  and 
subject  entries. 

The  *'  Library  Record,"  published  each  month  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Shirley,  prints  a  list 
of  the  new  books  added,  and  furnishes  i,5cx)  copies  for  gratuitous  distribution  at  the 
delivery  counter.  This  is  without  expense  to  the  Board,  and  the  Library  is  responsible 
for  none  of  the  contents  of  the  paper,  with  the  exception  of  the  lH)oic  list.  The  '*  Daily 
News"  also  prints  4  list  of  new  books,  with  numbers,  every  two  weeks. 

The  value  of  the  Library  as  a  part  of  the  educational  system  of  the  city  has  greatly 
increased.  One  hundred  and  six  of  the  teachers  in  the  Public  Schools  have  cards  in  the 
Library,  and  many  have  testified  to  the  benefit  they  have  derived  from  it.  The  following 
letter  from  the  Principal  of  the  High  School  is  made  part  of  this  report  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  intimate  relations  existing  between  the  High  School  and  the  Library : 

MR.  H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  LIBRARIAN,  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.— DEAR  SIR.— In  reply 
to  your  inquiry  regarding  the  extent  to  which  the  pupils  of  the  High  School  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  Public  Library,  I  would  say  that  both 
teachers  and  'pupils  are  under  the  greatest  obligation  to  yourself  and  to  your  corps  of 
assistants  for  aiding  them  in  their  studies  and  researches  by  placing  at  their  disposal  all 
the  resources  of  the  Library,  in  several  instances,  when  it  has  been  necessary  for  the 
members  of  an  entire  class  or  division  to  consult  the  same  books  of  references,  the  Board 
of  Directors  has  facilitated  their  labors  by  providing  as  many  as  six  or  eight  copies  of 
the  same  work. 

Not  the  least  among  our  obligations  I  consider  your  kindness  in  delivering  several 
interesting  and  instructive  lectures  on  literary  and  historical  subjects. 

One  of  the  most  tangible  and  cleariy  observed  results  of  your  co-operation  with  the 
teachers  of  the  school  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  students  are  reading  a  better  class 
of  books.  Standard  works  of  literature  have  almost  entirely  replaced  the  trivial  and 
trashy  works  of  fiction,  in  which  immature  minds  sometimes  Indulge. 
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Again  thanking  you  for  past  courtesies,  and  congratulating  you  for  the  progress  of 
the  Library  under  your  management,  I  am  Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  C.  E.  MILLER. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  pupils  in  the  High  School  have  Library  tickets,  and  the 
teachers  are  allowed  all  the  books  they  need. 

Our  shelves  and  case  room  are  becoming  very  much  crowded,  and  it  will  soon  be 
necessary  to  make  some  alterations  in  our  Delivery  and  Reference  rooms,  to  accommo- 
date the  increasing  number  of  both  books  and  visitors.  Our  Reference  and  Reading 
roonns  are  still  without  the  supervision  they  should  have,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  proposed 
changes  in  arrangement  will  bring  the  Reference  Department  under  the  constant  care  of 
an  assistant,  without  increasing  the  force. 

With  commendation  to  the  staff  for  faithful  and  efficient  services,  and  thanks  to  the 
Board  for  sympathy  and  support,  of  which  I  trust  I  shall  merit  a  continuance. 

Respectfully  submitted,  H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKE?^  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 


QUARTERLY. 
1    Current  History. 

MONTH  LIKS. 

1  Arena. 

1  American  Teacber. 

1  Art  Intercbanse. 

S  Atlantic  Monuily. 

1  Blackwood's. 
5  Centary. 

5    Cosmopolitan. 

2  Current  Literature. 

1  Educational  Review 

2  Forum. 

1  Ooldthwaite*8  Geographical  Magazine. 

1  Good  Housekeeping. 

5  Harper's. 

1  Ladles*  Home  Journal. 

1  Library  Journal. 

3  LIppincott's. 

1  Macmillan*8. 

2  New  England. 

2    North  American  Review. 
1    Outing. 

1  Overland. 

2  Popular  Science  Monthly. 
2    Review  of  Reviews. 

.S    St.  Nicholas. 

5    Scribner's. 

1    Der  Techniker.    (Gift  of  Publisher). 


SEMI-MONTHLIES. 
1    Revue  des  Deux  Mondes. 

WEEKLIES. 


Frank  Leslie's. 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  W«Mkly. 

Harper's  Yoang  People. 

Illustrated  American. 

Illustrated  London  News. 

Journal  of  Co*nmerce.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

Joornal  of  Edaoation. 

Judge. 

Life. 

Llttell's  Living  Age. 

The  Nation. 

Perrls  New  Era.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

Publisher's  Weekly. 

Puck. 

School  Journal. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Youth*s  Companion. 


DAILIES. 

1  Omaha  Bee.    (Gift  of  Pub.) 

2  St.  Josepli  Daily  News.    ((Jift  of  Pub.) 
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APPENDIX  C 
GIFTS  TO  THE  UBBABT. 

DONOR.  LOCATION.  VoL    Bi^i. 

Americ  an  Printing  House  for  the  Blind LeulsTille,  Ky .% 

Apprentices'  Library Philadelphia,  Pa 

Boston  Pablic  Library Boston,  Mass 

Broadhurst,  Prof.  C.  J^ Independence,  Mo 2 

Brooklyn  Library Brooklyn,  N.  T 

Chicago  Public  Library Chicago,  Ills 

Christ  Church  Parish St.  Joseph,  Mo. . : 1 

City  Library  Association Springfield,  Mass 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association New  York  City,  N.  T 

Dayton  Public  LI brary Dayton,  O 

Detroit  Public  Library Detroit,  Mich 

£ldridge,D Boston,  Mass 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library Baltimore,  Md 

Fletcher  Free  Library Burlington,  Vt 

Free  Public  Library Council  Blnlfs,  la 

Free  Public  Library Lawrence,  Mass 

Free  Public  Library JerseyCity,  N.J 

Free  Public  Library New  Haven,  Conn 

Free  Public  Library Patterson,  N  J 

Foote,  Rev.  H.  L St.  Joseph,  Mo.; 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Schools Grand  Rapids,  Mich 

Harvard  University Cambridge,  Mass 

Iowa  State  Library Des  Moines,  la 1 

Indian  Rights  Association Philadelphia,  Pa....: 6 

Joseph  Lodge.  I.  O.  B.  B  St.  Joseph.  Mo 8 

Library  Association Portland,  Ore 2 

Library  Company Philadelphia,  Pa 1 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library Los  Angeles,  Cal 4 

Mercantile  Library New  York  City,  N.  Y:  2 

Mercantile  Library Philadelphia.  Pa....'. 3 

Merriman,  E.  H St.  Joseph,  Mo 2 

Milwaukee  Public  Library Milwaukee,  Wis '  5 

Minneapolis  Public  Library Minneapolis,  Minn ..  1 

Missouri  State  Geological  Survey Jefferson  City,  Mo 3  4 

Missouri  Secrtary  of  State  Jefferson  City,  Mo 1 

Newton  Free  Library Newton,  Mass 2 

Offnor,  Jules  E St.  Joseph,  Mo : 1 

Omaha  Public  Library Omaha,  Neb I 

Peabody  Institute Danvers,  Mass l 

Perry,  Annie  M St.  Joseph,  Mo 1 

Pollard,  J  Percival Chicago,  Ills I 

Public  Library Cleveland,  O 

PublicLlbrary Taunton,  Mass 2 

Schwab,  Dr.  Isaac 66  2 

Scranton  Public  Library Scranton,  Pa 1 

StLouis  Mercantile  Library  Association St.  Louis,  Mo 1 

St.  Louis  Public  Library St.  Louis.  Mo l 

St.  Joseph  Public  Schools St.  Joseph,  Mo 1 

Salem  Public  Library Salem,  Mass : 1 

Toronto  Public  Library Toronto,  Canada 1 

Turner,  Miss  Annie St.  Joseph,  Mo I  1 

Warren  Co.  Public  Library Monmouth,  Ills 2 

Weakley,  Mrs.  L.  O St  Joseph,  Mo 88 

United  States  Govcrnmunt Washington,  D.  C 6S5         80 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Training  School Chicago,  Ills 1 

Der  Techniker,  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  one  copy  monthly  paper. 

Fiegenbaum,  Miss  Mary,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  large  number  of  unbound  magaxines  tor  ttie 

blind 
Motter,  Mrs.  W.  D.  B.,  Si.  Joseph,  Mo.,  a  large  number  of  unbound  magazines. 
Omaha  Bee,  Omaha,  Neb.,  one  copy  daily  paper. 
Perrls  New  Era,  Perris,  Cal  ,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 
St  Joseph  Daily  News,  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  two  copies  daily  paper. 
St.  Joseph  Journal  of  Commerce,  one  copy  weekly  paper. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ; 
Gentlemen— The  twelfth  article  of  your  by-laws  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Conv 
mittee  on  Administration  to  submit  at  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  in  May  of  each 
year  a  report  as  to  matters  under  their  supervision. 

Your  committee  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  briefly  as  follows : 

The  Librarian  and  his  assistants  have  discharged  their  respective  duties  with  fidelity 

and  promptness;  the  patrons  of  the  Library,  although  their  numbers  have  been  largely 

increased,  have  been  waited  upon  promptly  and  courteously;   the  students  of  the  High 

School  and  of  other  schools  have  been  afforded  special  privileges  in  the  selection  and  use 

of  books,  and  every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  make  the  Library  of  the  greatest  service 

possible  to  the  public  at  large.    Your  Committee  would  further  report  that  they  have 

made  a  special  and  thorough  examination  of  the  Library.    They  have  examined  each 

case  and  its  contents  separately,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  circulation  of  the  books 

and  periodicals.    The  cases  and  books  are  in  good  condition,  the  books  being  in  as  good 

a  state  of  preservation  as  their  constant  use  will  permit,  and  the  arrangements  for  the 

circulation  of  the  books  and  periodicals  are  those  adopted  and  in  use  in  the  best  modern 

libraries. 

Your  Committee  would  report  that  Mrs.  Mattie  Foote,  one  of  the  assistant  librarians, 
tendered  her  resignation  on  the  20th  of  last  February,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
held  February  22d,  Mr.  Erie  H.Merriman,  a  sub-assistant,  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  regular  assistant,  and  Miss  Kalliope  Ritner  was  made  sub-assistant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.   NEELY, 
C.  M.  SHULTZ, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
Administration  Committee. 


TO  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

GENTLEMEN— The  Committee  on  Building  and  Grounds  respectfully  reports  that 
they  have  furnished  nine  oak  and  three  pine  cases,  and  the  continual  growth  of  the 
Library  will  require  more  very  soon. 

We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Park  Commissioners  for  an  appropriation  of  plants, 
which  enabled  us  to  beautify  the  grounds. 

We  have  received  fio.co  a  month  in  rents,  thus  reducing  the  monthly  rental  of  the 
Library  to  $40.00.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  DECLUE, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 
G.  W.  HENDLEY. 

TO  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

GENTLEMEN — Your  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  reports  that  they  have 
examined  the  books  of  the  Librarian  and  Acting  Secretary,  and  find  them  to  be  correcct. 
The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

GEO.  C.  HULL, 
JOHN  DECLUE, 
Finance  Committee. 
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TO  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

Gentlemen— The  Committee  on  Library  has  carefully  examined  and  approved 
the  lists  of  books  prepared  monthly  by  the  Librarian  for  purchase.  Statistics  of  the 
growth  and  use  of  the  Library  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  FOOTE, 
GEO.  C.  HULL,  • 
Library  Committef . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  TREASURER  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  ST.  JOSEPH.  MO. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  80.  1894. 

Balance  as  per  last  report 1445  00 

Received  from  Librarian 37.S  00 

Inierest  on  account 85  16 

Balance 1855  76 

GEO.  C.  HULL,  Treasurer. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Commoyi  Council  of  the  City  of  Saint  Joseph  : 

Gentlemen  :  It  becomes  my  daty  to  submit  to  you  the  fifth  aDoaal  report 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  {"ree  Public  Library,  Including  the  report  of 
the  Librarian  and  the  several  standing  committees. 

The  library  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  great  prosperity,  and  it  gives 
me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  library  is  steadily  increasing  in  usefulness  and 
popularity.  For  a  detailed  account  of  its  condition  and  operations,  I  refer  you 
to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  librarian. 

The  library  has  experienced  a  great  loss  in  the  resignation  and  removal  from 
the  city  of  its  President,  Rev.  Henry  L.  Foote.  Mr.  Foote  was  President  of  the 
Library  Board  from  its  organization  until  the  date  of  his  resignation,  January 
8rd,  1895.  Very  much  of  its  efficiency  and  usefulness  is  due  to  his  wise  and  able 
administration  of  its  aflfalrs.  Possessed  of  great  executive  ability,  liberal  and 
progressive  in  his  views  and  deeply  interested  in  the  success  and  prosperity  of 
the  Public  Library,  he  devoted  to  it  willingly  and  cheerfully  a  large  portion  of 
his  time.  His  name  and  memory  will  be  held  in  high  honor  for  his  public-spir- 
ited and  noble  work  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
Saint  Joseph. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

E.  B.  NEKLY, 

Acting  President. 

State  of  Missouri        ) 
County  of  Bixhanan   /  ^* 

Before  me,  Edward  8.  Douglas,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  afore- 
saidy  personally  appeared  E.  B.  Neely,  Actiug  President  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Saint  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oath  that 
the  facts  and  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relating  to  receipts  and 
expenditures,  contents  of  Library  and  books  added  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  22nd  day  of  May,  1895. 

EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 
[seal]  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  Oct.  16,  1896. 
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To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  V  *    rrr.-  I'ublic  Library: 

Gentlemen  : — I  8ubrait  tho  tf    li  :.'i:i.iHl  report  of  the  Librarian, aud  the  thi— 

that  I  have  presented. 

May  1, 1895,  the  librar\'  contjiin  «1  i'.'>')9  volumes,  divided  as  follows: 

Reference  Department 1,081 

Government  Department. .  *. 1,770 

(-ireulatin^  Dei)artment 10,058 

12,a59 

During  the  year  1,551  b<H)ks  ^^^»^         .  m..  ;i.   follows: 

Donations 55 

Serials  lH)un(i 1.H6 

U.  S.  Government 140 

Purchased 1,220 


1,551 
204  volumes  were  with<lra^  !i,  \\ - 

Lost  and  paid  for 15 

Worn  out 177 

Missing 12 

204 

The  m*t  increase  was  1,JU. 

B(M)ks  added  are  classilie*     ..    oj 

Phih)s()])hy,  Religion,  Arts  an(i  Siit  ■.     -    94 

Literatun*,  Poetrv  and  Drama         ...         .    99 

Travel ' 16 

Biography 35 

History..' 141 

Round   Magazines 186 

German 101 

General  Works  in  Reference  U'^i'iiMK  ;  : 42 

Fieli«m  and  Juveniles '       747 

Government  Publications 140 


1,551 


R(»ceipts  an<i  expenditures  for  th  r    .■'  ••  been  as  follows: 

Balance  in  the  ( -ity  Treasurer,  May  $       892  82 

City  Api)ro])riation  '. .  6,788  97 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  Assistants  . .                     ^  ;U>1*5  00 

Janitor 240  00 

Stationery  and  Printing 118  79 

Supplement  to  Catalogue 80  UO 

Postage  and  Express 16  50 

Miscellaneous 117  30 

Heating  17r»  10 

Insurance 101  20 

Rent 600  ()0 

Repairs :*,s  SO 

Binding 45S  25 

Furniture 118  4r> 

Books  and  Periodicals 1 ,482  7() 

Balance  in  the  Citv  Trea8ur>-  May  1,  i.-^v^** 85  64 


I     7,181  79    I    7,181  79 
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TreBsurer's  Report  showg; 

i 

Balance  Bs  per  last  report. 

...$      8B5  76 

Biilaaae  ou  Uuiia 

...1    1,807  3a 

May  1. 189*,  BhIhiioc  in  Llbrariui's  htmda 

17  oa 

$       400  00 

1,10  27 

a  85 

so  74 

1       6SS  S« 

1       SiSB  M 

«n,S68.    Thenvf^nigp  tnimthly  uirculatwn  wai 
The  largeat  tlii.v'H  i-irt-uUIiou  wua833  volumes, 

ui  Increase  over  the  previoua  yenr 
s  B.074.  and  the  daily  avenigo  8S7. 
Fpb.  as,  ISflS.  aad  ibe  smailesl  118 

.      v..lnmPB,  Orl.  Ifl,  ISHI.     PaMiciilBrB  of  r.irflilnfi.ir.  snil  H«Bain™t.I„n  „f  W».k«  Hr.-m 

^^M           Total  number  iif  biirrowers'  i-^rds  in  force  i 

nt  llio  ( 

md  "f  the  vear 

4,103,  au  in 

Six  csrdB  hRve  been  WBiied  W  Wind  p«.p|. 

B   Wbu    1 

lUTe  drawn  tiooke  iu  raised 

cluM  have  taken  out  cards  us  we  had  hoped  would  do  m,  but  those  who  have  ex- 

^^     prosifi.'d  the  pleaBUre  aud  jirolit  they  have  ruteived,  antl  Uie  Board  should  foel  well 
^P      reiml.l  f.iraii- small  i.iilho  iii^.-i.-  Ii.i' l....ihs  „f  Tlits  kiinl. 

Id  January  40  books  selected  by  the  Librarian,  with  the  asBiBtance  of  the  prin- 
cipal, were  sent  to  the  Neely  School,  to  be  drawn  [or  home  use  by  the  scholars, 
nader  the  supervision  of  their  teachers.  In  February  the  same  number  of  books 
were  sent  to  the  Bteinacker  school.  Proper  statistics  of  the  use  of  the  books  were 
not  secured  till  March  1st.  Since  that  time  the  books  at  the  Neely  School  have 
been  drawn  for  home  use  238  times,  and  those  at  the  Steinacker  school  300  tidies, 
I  doubt  if  any  other  eighty  iMmka  in  the  library  have  been  as  useful.  The  experi- 
ment made  in  these  schools  has  proved  bo  successful  that  I  recommend  that  all  the 
schools  at  a  distance  from  the  library  he  supplied  with  small  solections  of  books  as 
rapidly  as  we  can  afford  it,  provided  the  co-operation  ut  the  teachers  can  be  se- 
cured. The  labor  of  keeping  trace  of  the  iMxiks  la  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the 
very  simplest  of  records  provided  by  the  Lil>rary. 

A  large  numtier  of  pictures  accumulated  In  the  Library  have  been  mounted  on 
Btiil  paper  and  sent  in  portfolios  to  the  schools  for  the  use  of  the  younger  scholars. 
These  pictures  serve  tu  Illustrate  history  and  geography  leaaons,  educate  the  taste 
of  the  little  ones  and  give  them  pleasure  in  beautiful  IhingH.  and  have  been  highly 
appreciated  by  both  teacbera  and  scholars- 

The  use  of  the  Reference  department  has  Iwen  very  gratifying.  016  books 
have  been  drawn  from  the  Circulating  departraont  for  reference  use  in  the  building. 
No  other  statistics  can   be  given,  as  the  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  without 


The  ladles  of  the  Ruui'ie  Club  have  used  the  Library  quite  extensively  in  their 
studies  in  Grecian  history  during-  the  winter.    Special  books  ha.ve  \ieen  v^Ttbaafti. 
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fur  this  course,  and  roferoncos  looke'i     ;   • 
week  to  week. 

The  rOfUlin^'' room  is  su{)plie(l  wiiii  '  ..< 
19  woekliert  ami  8  dailies,  a  list  of  wliif  ■    « 

A  second  supi)leniont  to  tlie  lind'tii. 
sued  in  April.     This  will  last,  with 
the  close  of  the  [iresent  year,  when  V   \ 
the  lH)oks  for  circulation. 

The  "Liiirarv  Hecord''  was  disco»: 
in  October.     In  j)hice  of  it   I  have  I'U- ■- 
about  evcrv  two   months.     This  cot't 
nH)re  >atisractorv  U*  the  patrons  of  it-  *   ' 
witli  the  lir»t  of  books  much  matter  th-  ■• 

A  list  of  100  «roo(l  novels  publish  »  i  i 
pn)ving  the  class  of  novels  rt'ad. 

The  assistants  have  been  faithfu'  ■•   ' 
terest  and  suj)port,  and  congratulatii-    -i  : 

K(»si)ect,»     !  \ 


tlie  topic  under  conBidAratlon  from 

lerly,  27  monthlies,  1  semi-monthly, 
be  found  in  Appendix, 
ontainin^  about  1,300  titles,  was  is- 
)f  bulletins  from  time  to  time,  until 
necessary  to  publish  a  new  list  of  all 

oy  the  publisher,  Mr.  W.  M.  Shirley, 

a  bulletin  of  the  new  IkxiIcs  adde<l 

:  $7.«50  for  each  issue,  and  is  much 

iry  tluui  the  Record,  wliioh  printed 

'  little  for. 

<t*cemb(>r  has  been  influential  in  im- 

ient.    Thanking  the  Board  for  its  in- 
successful  year's  work, 
knitted, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF, 

Librarian. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIBBARY. 


(JCASTEKI-K. 

CyclopBdlc  Review  o(  Current  HIb- 
torj. 

MONTHLY. 

American  Teacb«r, 

Art  imerchsnge. 
;  Atlantic. 

Blsckwiiod'a. 
i  Century. 
I  Cosmo  put  I  tan. 
!  Current  Literature. 
L  Eclectic. 

L  EdQcatloaal  Review. 
i  Forum. 
I  Good  HuUBekeeping, 

I  Ladles'  Home  Journal. 
I  Library  Journal. 
8  Llpplncolt's. 

1  Macm  Uuu'b. 
S  Munsej'M. 

2  New  England. 

■J  North  American  Kevlew. 
1   OutiuB. 

1  Overlftuil. 

2  lleview  of  Reviews. 

3  St.  Nluliolas. 

4  8crlbner'3. 

1  l)erTi;c!iniker(Glft  of  Fub.) 


BEUI-MONTBLT. 

1  Dial. 

WEBELY. 

1  Catholic  RaTlew  (Gift) 
1  U&rper'B  Bazar. 
1  Harper's  Weeklj. 
1  Harper's  Young  People. 
1  Illaatrated  American. 
1  Illustrated  Loadon  News 
1  Journal  of  Education. 
1  Judge. 

1  Leslie's  Weeklj. 
1  Lite. 

1  LltWU's  LWtng  Ag«. 
1  Nation. 

1  Perrls  New  Era  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
1  Publisbers'  Weekly. 
1  Puck. 

1  School  Journal, 
1  Sclunlillc  Ami;rioau. 
1  Scientific  American  Supplement. 
1  Voung  Fsople's  Weekly  (Gift  of 
I'ub.l 

1  Youth's  Companion. 

2  Daily  News  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
1  Oinah;i  Bee  (Gift  of  Pub.) 

1  West  Superior  Loader  (Gift  of  Pub.) 


REPORT  OF  FREE  PLTBtlC  UBMBr. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBBARY. 


Donor                                          LocfttioD 
Apprentices'  Library . Company , ,  .FbUadelphU,  Pa 


f 

^^H     Boheinlao  Beoevotent  Society 

^^H     BrooKIjD  Library Biookljn,  H.  T 

^^H      Bacbanao  County  Clerk St.  Joseph,  Mo 

^H      Campbell,  C.  W St.  Joseph,  Mo...... 

^^^ft     City  Comptroller St.  JoMph,  Ho 

^^V     City  Library  AsHOcIation HprtDgOeld,  Uus. . . 

^^M     Clia,  Miss  F.  H SLJoeepb.Mo 

^^H     UeBanhe,  Josepb 8t.  Jaaepb,  Ho 

^^H      Gaocb  Pratt  Free  Library Baltimore,  Hd 

^^H      Fletcher  Free  Library BDrUngtoa,Tt 

^^B      Foote.  Bev.  H.  L St.  Joseph,  Ho 

^^^     Free  Pnblic  Library Jersey  Cliy,  N.  J . . . . 

^^H      Free  Pnblic  Library New  Haven,  Conn... 

^^H      Free  Public  Library Pster«on,  N.  J 

^^H      Friends'  Association Philadelphia,  Pa  . . . 

^^H       Grand  Baplds  Pnblic  Schools Grand  Baplds,  Mich 

^^P      I.  O.  B.  a.,  Joseph  Lodge St.  Joseph,  Ha 

^H       Illinoiii  State  Ilietorlcal  Asso'n 

I  Indian  Rights  Association  Phfladelphla.  Fa 

Keener,  Dr.  H.  N St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Leonard,  Dr.  P.  I St.  Joseph,  Mo 

I  Library  Association Portland,  Ore 

^^H       Library  Company.... Philadelphia,  Pa. . .. 

^^L      UercaDllle  Library Philadelphia  Pa 

^^K     Mercantile  Library ..New  York  City,  N.  Y 

^^H     Missouri  State  UepartmentH Jefierson  City,  Ho. . 

^^H       National    AsNoctation  of   Letter 

^^f  Carrierfi.  tlrani-h  195 St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Nenmaerker,  Rev.  R St,  Joseph, Ho 

Feabody  Inctttnte DaiiTcra,  Haas 

Pltis,  Dr.  BartoD St,  Joseph,  Ho 

Public  Library Boston,  Mass 

Public  Library Chicago,  111 

Public  Library CleTelaad,  O 

Pobllc  Library Council  BlaCs,  Xa 

Pah  lie  Library Dayton,  O 

PQbltc  Library Detroit,  Mich 

Public  Library Indianapolis,  Ind.... 

Public  Library Lawrence,  Haas 

Public  Library Lynn,  Mass 

PnbUc  Library Milwaukee,  Wis 

pQhllc  Library Minneapolis, 'Minn . . . 

Pnblic  Library Providence,  R.  I 

Public  Library St.  LodIs,  Mo 

Public  Library 8l.  Faol,  Minn 

Public  Library Salem,  Haas 

Public  Library Scranton,  Pa. 

Pnblic  Library Toronto,  Ont 

Public  Free  library St.  Louie,  Ho 

Ringler,  H.  J St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Boblnson,  C.  N St.  Joseph,  Mo 

St.  Joseph  Fair  Association St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Dnion  Pacific  R.  R 

United  States  Oovernment Washington,  D.  C 

Warran  Cqunty  Library Monmonth,  Ills 

msoonMn  Pabllc  Schools Madison,  Wis 

r.  U.C.  A.  Training  School Chicago,  UU 
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Bittlnger,  Hon.  J.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  ^ 
2ii  years'  file  St.  Joseph  '<  Herald." 
Cliff,  Miss  F.  H.,  St.  Joseph.  Mo., 
Fiegenbanm,  Miss  Mary,  St.   Jo  ■ 
Blind. 

Omaha  Bee,  Omaha,  Neb.,  1  copy  '. 
Ferris  New  Era,  Ferris,  Cal.,  1  co- 
st. Joseph  Daily  News,  St.  Josepl. 
Superior  Leader,  Superior,  Wis., 
Der  Technlker,  Philadelphia,  Fa. 


.51  Numbers,  Unboand  Kagazlnes, 

ers  Unbound  Magazines. 
\.i.,  12  Numbers,  Magazine  for  the 

'    per. 
i  iy  Paper. 
'.-  copies  Daily  Paper. 
'  'aily  Paper. 
.  'ifonthly  Paper. 


TREASUR:       •    (EPORT. 


(;E0.  U.  HULL,  THKASUUKK,  IN 

LI    -. 

Balance  as  per  last  report 

Received  from  Librarian 

Interest 

Balance  on  hand 

Above  account  exuinined  and  foui>    <' 


JT  WITH  THE  FREE  PUBLIC 

DK. 

$       855  76 

400  00 

51  49 

>    1,307  25 

St.  Jokepii,  May  2,  189r». 

J  NO.  DeCLUE, 
W.  H.  GORDON. 


ADMINMSTRATION 


\ITTEE  REPORT. 


Tn  liintrd  uf  Directors  of  the  Free 

Gkntlkmkn: — In  accordance  w 
your  by-laws,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
mit  at  your  regular  meetinj;  in  Maya  ; 

Your  committee  desire  to  say  bri 
tion  of  tho  library  shows  everytliinr 
properly  classified  and  conveniently 
preservation  as  their  con^«tant  use  wi 
dorf,  the  Assistant  Librarian,  Miss  L  . 
Cornelia  L.  Kathbun,  Miss  Annie  M 
n.  Merriiuan  have  shown  theniselvi 
and  have  pcrlornicd  their  respective 
and,  we  believe,  the  public  p«>nerally 
of  every  department  of  the  library  at 

Kespect 


I  «♦■• 


^n 


jibranj : 

eqnirements  «>f  the  12th  article  of 
limit  tee  on  Administration  to  sub- 
to  matters  under  their  supervision. 
a  careful  and  thorough  examina- 
in  \^iHH\  condition.     The  books  are 
d,  and  are  in  as  ^ood  a  state  of 
The  Librarian,  Mr.  H.  L.  Elmen- 
nter,  and  the  other  assistants.  Miss 
»liss  Kalliope  Kitner,  and  Mr.  Erie 
ous,  capable  and  accommodating, 
the  satisfaction  of  your  committee, 
.cellent  order  and  perfect  condltioD 
lldelity  and  elticiency. 

mitted, 

E.  B.  NEELY, 

B.  NEW  BURGER". 

•AdniirtraHop  6ommlttee. 
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FINANCE  COM^i^'TEE  REPORT. 


Ta  the  Board  of  Directors  of  thi    *•  -..r    i  ihlic  Library: 

Gentlemen  :  — Your  coiiimittec  u  I':  .  'ice  respectfully  rejjort  that  they  have 
examined  tho  )MH)ks  aiMl  accounts  ()'"  ih;.'  'ii  asurer  and  Secretary  and  find  them 
furre<*t. 

Receipts  a"d  exiMMiditures  for  '\.*-  y.':\  will  be  found  in  the  Librarian's  re- 
port. 

Geo.  C.  Hull, 
W.  H.  Gordon, 
Jno.  DeClue. 

Finance  Committee. 


BUILDING  AND  GROl.;\iv,  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  T 

Gentlemen: — The  committee  cm  w- 
that  durin/jf  the  year  necessary  cases  .-  : 
Utr  Librarian  lias  been  furnished.    T'  >    :  »■• 
it  adjoins  the  Reference  iioom,  givcfc   -i  =  ; 
<-niployment  of  extra  assistants. 

<  )iir  thanks  are  due  to  th(»  Park      ii 
plants  for  the  decoration  of  our  gn   .. 
( 'f».  for  Il<^htin^  tlie  biiildiii^'^  without  •     •  • 


blic  Library: 

,g  and  Grounds  re>pectfully  repoit 
ibrary  have  ]>een  put  in.  An  office 
is  also  used  for  re^ristry  desk,  and  as 
ion  of  that  department  without  the 

oners,  who  ap|)ropnated  t!o\v(Ms  and 

I  to  the   St.  Josoj)Ji   Li^^ht  and  Fuel 

to  the  city. 

Jno.  DkChk, 
H.  New  bi  kokr, 
(J.  W.  IIendlky. 

Buihliiiji:  and  Grounds  Committee. 


LIBRARY  cor.  .  .  ;  i  EE  REPORT. 


Xit   the   Board  of  Dirertors  of  the  if 

(iENTLEMKN:-  Your  Library  r-oini  -i:' 
tlif*  li>^t  of  books  ])rcparcd  nnmtlily  b;  •'• 
the  'Towth  and  use  of  the  I/il»rary  wil      •    ' 


/; 


ic   Libra  rji: 

^  carefully  c.xjmiiinMl  mikI  :i])j  roved 

rarian  for  piirclia-ie.     SiHti-tics  of 

1  in  the  Lil>rariairs  report. 

(iKO.   C.   IUt.i^ 
H.\KT()N  Pitts. 

Library  ('oiniiiittee. 
JosKPU.   Mo.,   Aimjil20,  18'.*5. 


Sixth~Annual  t^epopt 


BonRD  OF  Directors 


free   rvjblic   Lib 


ran 


Saint  tloseph,   jVIissouri. 


* 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OPTHB 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OPTHB 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OP 


Saint  Joseph,  Mo., 


May  1,  1896. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


OFFICERS: 

PRESIDENT RBV.  HBNRY  BtJIXiUtD 

TREASURER .  J.  W.  ATWIIX 

SECRETARY K.  h.  KUIBNDORP 


TKRM    KXIMRE8   lS«fi. 

E.  B.   NKKLY 

GEO.  W.  HKNDLEY 

REV.   HENRY  BUIJ.ARD 


DIRECTORS: 

Term  Expirer  1897. 

W.  H.  GORDON 
K.  NEWBURGER 
JOHN  DECLUE 


Tbbm  Bzpisbs  UM. 

W.  H.  MORIXXUC 

J.  W.  ATWIIX 

DR.  BARTON  PITTS 


H.   I^.   ELMENDORK 
I.ULU  C.  SENTER 


ASSISTANTS: 


UBRARIAN 
ASSISTANT  UBRARIAN 


CORNELIA  I..   RATHBUN 
ANNIE  M.  PERRY 


ERLE   H.  MERRIMAN 
STELLA  M.   BUSHNEI4, 


PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable,  The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph: 

Gentlemen: — In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Liihrarj,  I  present  herewith  the  sixth  annual  report,  consisting  of  the  detailed 
statement  of  the  Librarian  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Library,  together  with 
the  action  of  the  various  committees. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  found  the  income  entirely  insufficient  for 
the  effective  support  of  the  Library. 

A  new  difficulty  has  been  encountered.  We  have  reached  the  point 
when  it  is  not  enough  to  meet  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear  of  books.  Many 
of  the  standard  fund  most  popular  books,  with  which  our  shelves  were  filled 
at  the  first,  six  years  ago,  have  become  entirely  worn  out.  They  have  given 
out,  not  one  by  one,  but  all  at  once.  Nearly  every  one  of  them  is  constantly 
called  for  and  must  be  replaced. 

Our  finance  committee,  after  carefully  considering  the  pressing  needs  of 

the  Library,  and  as  carefully  the  various  claims  upon  the  income  of  the  city, 

as  presented  by  the  city  officials,  recommended  that  an  appeal  be  made  to  the 

voters,  according  to  law,  for  an  increased  appropriation   for  the  Library. 

This  recommendation  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  board  and  a  vote  was 

taken  at  the  last  regular  election  in  April.    In  every  voting  precinct  of  the 

city,  with  a  solitary  exception,  more  votes  were  cast  for  the  increase  asked 

for  (to  one  mill)  than  against  it.    Of  the  total  (4,721)  votes  cast  upon  the 

petition  of  the  Library  Board,  3,179,  only  95  less  than  two-thirds,  were  in  its 
favor. 

The  Library  Board  believes  that,  in  full  accordance  with  the  intent  of 

the   law,  their  petition  was  granted,  and   the   appropriation   of   one  mill, 

instead  of  three-tenths  mill,  was  ordered  by  the  voters  of  the  city. 

It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  we  learn  that  your  honorable  body  not 

only  refuses  to  make  this  appropriation,  but  has  even  reduced  the  amount 

we  may  expect  for  the  coming  year  from  $7,000.00  to  $6,500.00. 

Respectfully,  HENRY  BOLLARD, 

President  of  the  Board. 


State  of  ^[issouki,     } 

CorNTT  OF  BUCIIAXAX.  )  '     ' 

Before  me  Eugene  Ayres,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Henry  Bui  lard,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oatli  tliat  the 
facts  and  figures  in  the  Librarian's  Annual  Report  relatinrr  to  receipts  and 
expenditures,  contents  of  Library  and  books  added  are  correct  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  1st  day  of  June,  18%. 

EUGENIE  \XU1^^, 
[Seal.]  ^oUty  YxxViVv^. 

Commission  expires  May  24,  1897, 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  PtMk  Library: 

Gbntleuen: — I  present  herewith  the  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian, 

the  fourth  thac  I  have  submitted. 

May  1, 1896,  the  close  of  our  library  year,  the  library  contained  18,579 
volumes,  divided  into  departments  as  follows: 

Reference  Department 1,182 

Government  Department 1,946 

Circulating  Department 10,501 

18,579 

During  the  year  1,107  books  were  added,  as  follows: 

Gifts 47 

Serials  Bound 47 

U.  S.  Government u 176 

Purchased 887 

1407 

375  volumes  were  withdrawn,  as  follows: 

Lost  and  paid  for 12 

Worn  out 357 

Missing 6 

375 

Net  increase,  732  volumes. 

Books  added  are  classified  as  follows: 

Philosophy,  Religion,  Arts  and  Science 98 

Literature,  Poetrv  and  Drama 54 

Travel  and  Description 22 

Biography 26 

History 49 

Bound  Magazines 47 

German 78 

General  Works  in  Reference  Department 59 

Fiction  and  Children's  Books 498 

Government  Publications 176 

1,107 
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Receipts  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 

Balance  in  city  treasury  May  1, 1895 $  35  6i 

City  appropriation 6,584  45 

Salaries — liorarian  and  assistants $3,880  00 

Stationery  and  printing 82  40 

Postaffe 15  00 

Miscellaneous 70  07 

Fuel 129  80 

Insurance 95  70 

Rent , 600  00 

Janitor 240  00 

Repairs 17  45 

Furniture *     48  66 

Binding 382  60 

Books  and  periodicals 1,047  48 

Balance  in  city  treasury  May  1,  1896 10  93 

$6,620  09      $6,620  09 
Treasurer's  report  shows: 

Balance  as  per  last  report : $1,307  25 

Received  from  librarian 315  00 

Interest  on  account 52  29 


$1,674  54 

May  1, 1895.    Balance  in  librarian's  hands $  20  74 

Fines  collected 324  36 

Catalogues  sold 65  30 

Miscellaneous 74  70 

Deposited  with  treasurer $         315  00 

Incidental  expenses 156  98 

Balance  on  hand.  •  o  c 13  12 


$     485  10   %     485  10 

The  circulation  for  home  use  was  109,073,  an  increase  of  191  over  the 
previous  year.  The  library  was  open  306  days.  Daily  average  circulation, 
360;  monthly  average,  9,089.  The  largest  day's  circulation  was  695  volumes, 
January  25,  1896,  and  the  smallest  1 11  volumes,  December  18,  1895.  Par- 
ticulars of  circulation  and  classification  of  books  drawn  are  given  in  appen- 
dix.   Borrower's  cards  in  force,  4,167;  an  increase  of  64. 

The  quality  of  books  read  has  improved  very  noticeably. 

The  number  of  novels  and  children's  books  drawn  for  home  use  has  de- 
creased 3,055,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  more  solid  reading.  The 
character  of  the  fiction  read  has  been  much  better.  This  has  been  eflPeeted  bv 
the  purchase  of  extra  copies  of  the  best  novels  and  a  reduction  of  a  number 
of  those  less  worthy,  and  by  a  persistent  effort  of  the  assistants  to  induce 
readers  to  take  the  better  books. 

Libraries  of  fifty  books  each,  selected  by  the  principal  of  the  school 
and  the  librarian,  were  put  in  the  Neely  and  Bliss  Schools,  to  be  drawn  for 
home  use  by  the  scholars.    In  this  way  905  books  were  circulated.    Other 
principals  of  schools  applied  for  similar  libraries,  wY\\c\i  coxAdi  TvoV\i^  ^y^wl 
them  because  the  library  had  not  enough  suitable  books  to  ft^^t^  lox  N\\^  \v\vx- 
pose.    This  work  in  the  schools  will  be  extended  aa  qu\ck\y  «La  ^o^\W^,  ^x^^  ^ 
far  as  the  means  of  the  library  will  permit. 
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A  collection  of  thirty  books  was  loaned  for  two  months  to  the  Boys* 
Club  of  the  Westminster  Church.  The  books  were  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Mo-> 
Allister  of  the  High  School,  and  were  lent  187  times  for  home  use. 

The  library  possesses  several  hundred  mounted  pictures,  which  are  lent 
to  the  teachers,  and  serve  to  illustrate  lessons,  entertain  and  rest  the  pupils, 
and  cultivate  a  taste  for  beautiful  things. 

The  original  issue  of  the  finding  list,  published  October  1, 1892,  with 
the  supplements  since  published,  is  about  exhausted.  A  new  list  of  all  of  the 
books  in  the  circulating  department  is  in  preparation,  which  is  expected  to  be 
published  by  July  1, 1896. 

During  the  year  lists  of  new  books  added  have  been  published  in  bulle- 
tins from  time  to  time.  Experience  has  proved  that  a  printed  list  arranged 
in  classes  and  alphabetically  by  authors,  with  no  other  matter,  is  the  most 
satisfactory  way  of  putting  the  new  books  before  the  public. 

An  increase  has  been  very  perceptible  in  the  use  of  the  reference  de- 
partment. The  books  and  shelves  are  open  to  the  public  without  restriction 
and  no  statistics  can  be  given.  Eleven  hundred  and  twenty-five  books  were 
drawn  from  the  circulating  department  for  reference  use. 

The  members  of  the  Runcie,  the  Dante  and  the  Travel  Clubs  have 
availed  themselves  extensively  of  the  library,  and  everything  possible  has 
been  done  to  aid  them  in  their  studies. 

Forty-seven  volumes  of  magazines  have  been  bound.  Seven  hnndred 
and  twenty  books  have  been  rebound. 

The  magazine  reading-room  is  supplied  with  one  quarterly,  twenty- 
nine  monthlies,  one  semi-monthly,  twenty  weeklies  and  five  dailies.  Extra 
copies  of  the  leading  monthlies  are  taken  for  circulation.  A  list  of  serials  is 
given  in  appendix. 

The  library  has  received  a  number  of  very  acceptable  donations, 
notable  among  which  are  twenty -one  volumes,  thirty-six  numbers  and  twelve 
pamphlets,  from  F.  M.  Posegate;  one  volume,  eighty-three  numbers  and  six 
pamphlets  from  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Bullard ;  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  num- 
bers from  Mrs.  Peter  Hughes,  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  numbers  from 
Miss  Ellen  Douglas.  The  contributions  of  unbound  numbers  of  magazines 
are  especially  valuable,  enabling  the  library  to  complete  some  of  the  sets 
indexed  in  Poole's  index. 

A  list  of  all  gifts  and  their  donors  is  given  in  the  appendix. 

The  work  of  the  library  could  be  much  extended  and  its  usefulness 
increased,  particularly  in  the  line  of  educational  work  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  if  its  means  and  facilities  were  increased. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  L.  ELMENDORF,  Librarian. 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LIBRARY. 


QUABTEBLT. 

1  Cyclopaedic  Review  of   Carrent 
History. 

MONTHLT. 

1  American  Teacher. 

2  Arena. 

1  Art  Interchange. 

2  Atlantic. 

1  Blackwood*8. 
5  Century. 

5  Cosmopolitan. 

2  Current  Literature. 
1  Eclectic. 

1  Educational  Review. 

2  Forum. 

5  Harper's. 

1  Inland  Printer. 

1  Ladies'  Home  Journal. 

1  Library  Journal. 

3  Lippincott's. 

2  McClure's. 
1  McMillan's. 

1  Missionary  Review  of  the  World. 

3  Munsey's. 

2  New  England. 

2  North  American  Review. 
1  Outing. 

1  Overland. 

2  Popular  Science  Monthly. 

2  Review  of  Reviews. 

3  St.  Nicholas. 

1  Der  Techniker  (Gift  of  Pub.) 


1  Dial. 


BSMI-lfOlTTHLT. 


WESKLT. 


Catholic  Review  (Gift) 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  Round  Table. 

Harper's  Weekly. 

Illustrated  American. 

ninstrated  London  News. 

Journal  of  Education. 

Jud^e. 

Leslie's  Weekly. 

Life. 

Littell's  Living  Age. 

Nation. 

Publishers'  Weekly. 

Puck. 

St.  Joseph  Journal  of  Comi 

(Gift  of  Pub.) 
St.  Louis  Presbyterian  (Gift 
School  Journal. 
Scientific  American. 
Scientific  American  Supple 
Youth's  Companion. 

DAILY. 

Congressional  Record  (Gift.) 
New  York  Times  (Gift  of  P 
Omaha  Bee  (Gift  of  Pub.) 
2  St.  Joseph  Daily  News  (G 

PubO 
1  West  Superior  Leader  (Gi 
Pub.) 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

Donor.  Location. 

Apprentices'  Library Philadelphia,  Pa 

Brentano's Paris 

Bronson  Library Waterbury,  Conn  . . . , 

Brooklyn  Library Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Bullard,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry St.  Joseph,  Mo 

City  Library  Association Springfield,  Mass. . . . . 

Connecticut  Public  Librarv 

Commission  

Connecticut  State  Teachers' 

Association 

Cornell,  Ed St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Dolman,  Mrs.  John St.  Joseph.  Mo , 

DouglaSf  Miss  EJJen St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library Baltimore,  "Mid 

Eie^eDlmum,  Miss  M&ry St.  Joseph,  "Mo 

Forbes  Librarv Northamr*^       "^**^aa 


Pamph- 

Nos.    lets. 

2 

1 
2 
1 

83        6 
1 


531 


VI 


1 


.  •  • « 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY— CoirrnnTO. 

Free  Libi*ary Newton,  Mass 2 

Free  Pablic  I^brarj Council  Blnifo,  la 

Free  Public  Library Jersey  City,  N.  J 

Free  Public  Library Lawrence,  Mass 

Free  Public  Library New  Haven,  Conn 

Free  Public  Library Paterson,  N.  J 

Free  Public  Library Pawtucket,  R.  I 

Free  Public  Library Worcester  Mass 

Gildehaus,  Charles St  Louis,  Mo 

Green,  Samuel  S Worcester,  Mass. 

Hearst  Free  Library Anaconda,  Mont 

Hughes,  Mrs.  Peter St  Joseph,  Mo 158 

L  O.  B.  B.,  Joseph  Lodge St  Joseph,  Mo 

Indian  Rights  Association Philadelphia,  Pa 

Indiana  Library  Association 

James  Prendergast  Free  Library..  Jamestown,  N.  T 

Library  Association Portland,  Ore 8 

Library  Commission Seattle,  Wash 

Library  Company Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mercantile  Liorary New  York  City. 

Mercantile  Library Philadelphia,  ra 

Motter,  Mrs.  W.  D.  B St  Joseph,  Mo 12 

^ewberry  Library Chicago,  Hi 

N^owburger,  B St.  Joseph,  Mo 

^eabodv  Institute Danvers,  Mass 

^oeegate,  F.  M St  Joseph,  Mo 36      12      21 

^ubbc  Library Boston,  Mass 

public  Library Denver,  Colo 

Public  Library Grand  Rapids,  Mich . . . . 

public  Library Indianapolis,  Ind  ...... 

Public  Library Kansas  City,  Mo 

Public  Library Lawrence,  Mass 2 

Public  Library Lynn,  Mass 

Public  Library Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Public  Library Minneapolis,  Minn 

public  Library Peoria,  111 

public  Library Providence,  R.  I 

public  Library Scranton,  Pa 3 

public  Library Taunton,  Mass 1 

Jock,  Charles St.  Joseph,  Mo 1 

l^tuders,  Walter  J St  Joseph,  Mo 1 

S;ecretary  of  State  of  Missouri Jefferson  City,  Mo 1 

\ufts  Library Weymouth,  Mass 2 

^uion  Depot  Company St.  Joseph,  Mo 1 

United  States  Government Washington,  D.  C 47      25     1 76 

Warren  County  Library  Ass'n ....  Monmouth,  III 4 

Wemyss,  R.  J West  Superior,  Wis 1 

Wilmington  Institute Wilmington,  Del 1 

Wisconsin  Free  Library 

Commission  1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical 
Society Madison,  Wis \ 
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REPORT  OP  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — The  purchase  of  books  by  the  Librarian,  amounting  to  837 
volumes,  during  the  year  now  closed,  has  been  made  by  him  after  full  con- 
sultation with  and  approval  of  the  Library  Committee,  and  so  reported  each 

month  to  the  Board.  r^-^^^^^  -r^^^^  ^  *  «-r^ 

HENRY  BULLARD, 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 

BARTON  PITTS, 

Library  Committee. 

REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen: — Your  committee  on  Administration  respectfully  report 
that  they  have  inspected  the  library,  and  find  everything  in  order,  and  the 
books  in  as  good  a  condition  as  their  constant  wear  will  admit. 

The  employees  have  merited  the  approbation  of  the  Board  by  efficiency 
and  faithfulness. 

Miss  Ritner,  for  two  years  an  assistant  in  the  library,  resigned  her 
position  March  1, 1896,  and  Miss  Stella  Bushnell  was  appointed  to  fill  the 

vacancy.  Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  NEELY, 
J.  W.  ATWILL, 
B.  NEWBURGER, 

Administration  Committee. 

• 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  finance  committee  of  the  Free  Public  Library  report  as  follows: 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  books  of  the  treasurer  and  secretary 

and  find  them  correct. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  as  follows: 

Balance  in  City  Treasury,  May  1,  1895 $         35  64 

City  Appropriation 6,584  45 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  Assistants $  3,880  00 

Janitor 240  00 

Stationery  and  Printing 82  40 

Postage 15  00 

Miscellaneous 70  07 

Heating 129  80 

Insurance 95  70 

Rent 600  00 

Repairs 17  45 

Furniture 48  66 

BlndinfT 382  60 

Books  and  Periodicals \,QV1  ^ 

Balance  in  City  Treasury,  May  1,  1896 \^  ^^ 
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We  dnd  that  this  agrees  with  the  accounts  of  t;he  city  officers  on  the 
same  daces.     The  cit;  closes  its  accounts  the  third  Monday  in  April,  while 
Ihe  State  law  specifies  that  the  report  of  the  library  shall  show  the  state  at 
the  trust  May  1. 
In  April,  1895,  the  city   carried   over  a  balance  to 

credit  of  library  of I       569  44 

April  25,  1895,  there  was  drawn  for  April  bills 533  80 

Leaving  balance  to  current  year  of ,t         35  64 

This  year  the  city  carried  a  balance  April  20,  of.. .  ..$       385  93 
April  23,  there  was  drawn  for  April  hills 375  00 

Leavin^c  balauce  as  per  report $         10  93 

Wa  call  attention  to  the  small  amount  available  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  When  the  library  was  started,  although  the  vote  was  passed  in 
April,  1890,  the  library  was  not  opened  nntil  March,  1891,  and  the  ranning 
expenses  wera  in  consequence  small  for  the  first  year,  and  a  balance  was 
carried  over  of  $1,150.00.  This  sum  was  applied  (o  the  purcliase  of  books  in 
other  years,  aud  was  only  exhausted  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  year,  A 
reduced  a-^^^essment  has  made  the  library  income  smaller,  and  the  taking  of 
the  insurance  out  of  the  regular  city  taxes,  so  that  the  library  receives  no 
propoi-tion  of  it,  although  the  city  receives  the  amount  l.hrongh  the  State 
treasory,  has  also  cut  onr  funds  short. 

The  need  of  iniTeai-ed  income  iva.-^  so  apparent  foi-  tin'  li.'i'|ilr)i;  U|>  of  (lie 
library  and  the  extension  of  the  work  that  the  committee  advised  the  board 
to  take  steps  to  present  to  the  people  a  proposition  to  increase  the  appropria- 
tion from  three-tenths  mill  to  one  mill,  allowed  by  State  law,  contemplating 
devoting  all  the  sarplns  above  the  amount  necessary  to  run  the  library 
properly  to  a  hnilding  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the 
library.  Although  the  result  showed  that  our  citizens  were  overwhelmingly 
in  favor  of  the  increase,  on  a  technicality  and  npon  the  advice  of  the  city 
counselor,  the  city  authorities  declined  to  appropriate  the  increased  amount. 

Estimates  for  the  coming  year  show  that  we  will  have  about  the  same 
amount  for  the  purchase  of  hooka  and  periodicals  that  we  expended  last  year. 
W.  H.  GORDON, 
WM.  H.  MORLOCK, 
J  NO.  DECLUE. 
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REPORT  OF  BCTILDINOS  AND  OROnNDS  OOMMTTTSK^^H 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Free  PtOUe  XArvry.-  ^^^1 
Your  committee  on   buildings   and   gronndB,  in  oompliance  with  the 

by-lavrs,  sabmit  the  annual  report  of  ezpenditnra  coming  under  our  saper- 

Tision. 

Bent t  600  00 

Janitor 240  00            i 

Insurance 95  70 

Pnel 129  80            ' 

Pamitnre ■...  48  66 

Repairs 17  45 

Watar 3C  00 

Hose  and  Plambinft 11  95 

Lawn  Uower 3  20 

Flag 7  96 

Ice 6  25 

Janitor's  Supplies 2  65 

$1,198  62 
Toar  committee  recommend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Park  CommUaioners 
for  the  gift  of  plants  and  shrubs  to  ornament  our  grounds.     We  commend 
the  diligence  and  /aithfulnesfi  of  David  McKinney,  our  janitor,  credit  1 
for  the  fine  appearance  of  the  grounds,  and  recommend  him  for  re-appoint-  , 
ment. 


JNO.  DECLUE. 
G.  W.  HKNDLEY, 
B.  NEWBURGEB, 
Building  and  Qronnds  ComnittM. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

J.  W.  ATWILL,  TREASURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  THE  FBBI 
PUBLIC  LIUBARY. 

Received  from  George  C.  Hull,  Treasurer |     60  00 

■  Received  from  George  C.  Hull,  account 1,307  2B 

Received  from  Librarian 255  00 

Received  Interest  on  accouut 52  29 

Balance  on  band  May  1, 1896 11,674  54 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1, 1896. 
Approved. 

W.  H.  GORDON, 
JNO.  DECLUE, 
WM.  H.  MORLOCK, 

Finance  QommittQS, 


lioners 
amend     | 
it  him    J 
ipoint- :  J 
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OFFICEUS. 

Tivsiiicnt    John  DeClue 

Vic(»  rri'sidcnt Ut»v.  J.  L.  I>Jiwles» 

Srcrt'tary  jiihI  Tivasuivr Oliarles  A.  PfeifftT 


Term  j'xpinv-  1M«T. 
W.    II.    (;onI<MI 


I>IKE(T()KS. 

Term  expin-s  1MI>. 
W.   II.   Morlock 

J.   W.   At  will 

Dr.   Barton  Pitts 


Term  expi^p^l^W. 
H.  K.  White 

C.  A.  I*feiffer 

lU>v.  J.  L.  Lawless 


COMMITTKHS. 

ijr»i:AiiV    Aiwiii.  i..M\\ir>s.  wiijh'. 

AI>.MIMS'i'!:A'l'I()X     I'iits.   Ih'('ln«'.  Alwill. 

IUILiH.\«;    AM>  (;K()1M)S     Nrwhnr-or.   (;onlon.   IM'liio. 

I'INANCI-:     (Hir.lnii,    .M<.il.M-i<.    Pni'inVr. 

r>V-I.A\\S     Mi.rltM-k.   I'ius.  While. 


IJHKAKV  SI'Ari'. 

rni-.l    i;.    \\'riirlit Librarkin 

Ijilu  ('.   Sciitri- Vssistaut  Librarian 

.\iini('  .M.  IN'iM  y KoriMM'iuv  Doiwirtuiont 

('onicli.i   I..  liaililMiii (^ii-ciilMtin;:  1  >o»i>artin«*-nt 

I-j'h'    II.    .MciTini.ni ('ntal«>;rin;r  IViviPhunit 

SU'lla   M.   Ku>lnii'll V<Mvssi(>n  1  )t»i>art.iiieut 
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PRESIDENTS  REPORT. 


To  the  Ma^ar  and  Cfommon  Ckmneil  of  the  City  of  St.  Jom^: 

GEHTUEiiEif :  As  required  by  hCw,  I  herewith  preeeot  the  Aeventih  Annual 
Report  <yf  tbe  Free  PiMlc  litlMniry  of  St.  Jo«epb,  showing  the  condition  and 
work  of  this  Institution. 

The  fnccnie  of  tbe  Hbrary  is  fuidly  cteAclent,  and  had  it  not  heen  for  the 
special  fund  In  the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Directors  At  the  beghmlng  of  the 
fiscal  year,  secured  l>y  pteBewrfnig  the  moneys  receAred  ttcm  fines  and  frimilar 
sources  irtnce  Its  orsanlzation,  comparatively  few  'books  couM  have  been 
purchased.  This  fuSnd,  amounting  to  $1,674.54,  together  with  slnrilar  collec- 
tloiMi  of  $333.00  during  the  year,  has  (been  exhausted  in  ihe  purchase  of  books 
absolutely  necessary  to  keep  Hie  library  in  touch  wHh  the  work  deToMng 
upon  it.  Hie  seeming  halance  to  the  credit  of  the  Hbrary  In  the  hands  of  the 
dty  treasurer  at  tbto  time.  Is  explained  hy  tbe  fact  that  bookii  bereitofore 
ordered  bare  not  arrived. 

The  llbrafy  has  teached  that  age  when  books  purobased  In  its  first  days 
must  be  replaced.  The  general  pitfiHc  is  not  aware  of  the  rapidity  with  which, 
popular  books  wear  out  and  the  gireat  expense  eataHed  upon  the  Ifbrary  in 
replacing  them.  ISie  circulation  of  hooks,  ah^eaidy  very  large,  when  the  total 
number  In  this  department  Is  considered,  Is  constantly  Increasing,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  repents  herewith. 

The  Increased  use  of  the  library  nece»HarH>'  meoDf^  additional  expense. 
The  cost  of  rebinding  (books  Js  a  constantly  growing  one,  tlie  increase  for  the 
past  year  In  this  one  item  being  about  seventy^ ve  per  cent,  over  that  of  the 
year  previous,  and  a  much  larger  sntn  will  be  requlrc<1  this  year.  Books  wear 
out  more  ra{vMlly  and  must  be  rei)laecti.  Snch  volumes  do  not  aivpear  as  new 
titles,  and,  4iierefore,  make  little  ««howing. 

The  teperatave  demand  for  an  iucreaRe  in  the  funds  of  the  li1i>rary  led  the 
Board  of  IHrecton  to  consider  the  ad  visibility  of  a<galn  askinf?  tire  voters  of 
the  dty  to  authorize  the  setting  apart  for  ll])rary  piw^poses  of  an  Increasod 
percentage  of  the  dty  tox^*,  but,  lu  vlvw  of  tlio  con<lit1on  of  flie  city  ftnancos. 
ft  was  thought  best  to  poati>ono  this  re(|ue8t  until  a  more  favorable  time.  In 
lieu  thereof,  however,  the  Board  of  Directors,  through  Its  finance  committee, 
asked  for  an  increased  ain>ortlon(ni<eut,  and.  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
library  fund  has  never  been  credited  with  any  i>ortlon  of  the  back  taxes  col- 
lected, interest  on  deposits  of  its  fundft,  nor  a  proportK>n  of  the  insurance  tax 
coUectod  by  the  state,  bellev<*8  that  It  is  legaJly  entitled  to  It.  While  the 
amount  asked  for  wUl  by  no  means  nHH*t  the  requirements  of  the  library,  it 
will  enable  Ihose  entrusted  with  tts  adnrlnistratton  1o  at  \e%!a^  ^yT^^^x^kV  tc 
iiacfcwimf  moremoDt.  Without  this  additional  money  tiie  \VbT«cv  -wVW  «qS1«« 
mstUHm  ba<^8€t. 


■  •    '       ■-  ■   ■      ■         '■■ .«       '-   "         '  •>.  --, 
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Briefly,  amoD^r  important  Items,  ISie  foUowli^  reports  iritow  «  home  drei- 
latlon  for  -the  jetur  of  120,853,  an  increaee  of  11,780;  a  net  ^tdn  in  tlw 
mimberof  volumes  In  the  library  of  l^MO;  neera  of  the  libnuy  by  card  number 
4,347,  a  gain  of  394.  This  does  not  tachide  those  persons  wlio  nse  only  the 
reference  and  reading  roonwi,  as  t<bese  departments  are  open  without  tesMc- 
tton  to  aHl. 

As  to  further  fa<*ts,  you  are  requested  to  read  the  reports  heperwltfa,  ai 
they  are  complete,  and  give  detailed  statements  of  the  work  done,  and  tbat 
sought  to  be  accomplii^ied. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JNO.  DbOLUSL 
Preshlettt  Boai^  of  Directors. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1807. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

I  J  SB. 

County  op  Buchanan, 

Before  me,  I^vl  Mitchell,  a  notary  public  In  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
lK»rtK>nally  appeannl  John  DeOliH^,  presltbent  of  the  Board  of  Dfrectora  (rf  the 
Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Josopli,  Mi«MOuri,  and  made  oath  tiiat  the  facts 
and  fij;ure«4  in  tlie  rei>ort8  rehitiug  to  receipts  and  expendttnres,  contents  oC 
library  and  boolcs  ad<l<Ml  ai'c  correct  to  tlie  beet  of  his  knowledge  and  belief 

rjlvcn  uml<n*  my  li-and  and  -sc^l  fliKs  24*h  dwy  of  Miay,  1S97. 

[Seal.]  LEVI  MITCHELL, 

Notary  Public. 

Coimnissiou  expirc^i,  Marcli  ."»,  UK)!. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  BiKU'fi  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

(Jk.ntlkmkn:    T1u»  St»v»Mitli  Aunmil   Uepoit  of  the  librarian  i«  heret** 
pH'siMittMl  for  your  (H>nusi(li»ration. 

ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDUAWALS. 

At  tin*  lK»;i:luninnr  of  tlie  lil>rnry  yejir.  May  1.  18Jh;,  tin*  library  contaii^ 
according  to  tli<»  annual  report,  i:{,r»7!)  voUnnes.    Actr^efwionK  for  tlie  year  nis 
lK.»r  ],1X»<>,  clasHlfled  by  Hour<H>  a*  foMown:    Gifts,  18;  periodicals,  1>ound,  1 
r.  S.  <it)veriHm»n1.  128;  i)im-liaxe<l,  l,tir»2.    During  the  aanie  period  720 

/jwpff  iiv./Y*  wfthdmwu,  an  follows:    I^OHt  and  \>a\a  lot,  1^%  ^^cViw^^?^ 

'orn  out,  GSO:  luktsiug,  0. 
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ft  accessi(H»  and  withdiawafai  aie  cla»&ifled  ii8  follows: 

With-        Net 
•  Aceesdoiu  drawals    Oafn 

opliy    *  16  1  16 

Ml  40  ...  40 

ogy    44  1  43 

al  Scleuce 35  1  34 

I  Art8 24  ...  24 

Arts 2D  ...  20     . 

iture 01  18  78 

ry    148  4  144 

4    61  4  67 

aphy 147  2  145 

i1  Magazines,  reference 144  8  136 

(I   Magazines,   eireidattog 18  ...  18 

'  Reference  Works 75  6  00 

an  »>  5  80 

m 875  670  205 

mment   PublI<?atIon» 128  ...  128 

jtal    1060  720         1240 

VOLUMES  IN  LIBRARY. 
lie  lUjrary  contains  ait  Uie  i>resent  tftnve  14,830  volnnio^  of  which  1,337 
ti  tlie  referenc?e  "deiMirtnient,  2,074  in  tlie  g<>vernm<*nt  d(»j>arhin*nt,  and 
^  in  the  clrculatiaig  deiwirtiiient;  a  net  incTejiHo  of  1,240  volunu's  for  the 
Tlie  average  co»t  of  books  purchased  <inring  the  year  was  $1.13. 

FINANCIAL, 
•"olloi^'ing  are  the  i^xiMnwliturf^s  of  the  library  for  tlie  j'ear  fnviii  l>oth 
•al  and  si)ecial  funds: 

Qen*l  Special 

Fund  Fund  Total 

ies    |3,(i()5  00  ,1«,(K)5  00 

(K)0  (K)  000  CK) 

or    240  (K)  240  00 

inp:  and  Statiom^ry 81>  2.*»  80  25 

ing  Finding  Li.>*t .$  ."^O  2."i       .'580  2.'» 

Lge  10  50  10  5(> 

'llaneoiis  82  55  45  (K)        127  55 

1S8  (K>  188  (M) 

ance 80  Oi>  80  <H) 

Irs 17  .55  17  55 

Iture 07  40  12  50        100  00 

ing    05({  (»2  4  77        OGO  70 

dlcals  33  30  200  15       ^Vl  \:> 

8   924  74  ^"^i  ^    \,^^  ^ 

^^ *0,042  01  ^\,^^^  ^\  ^,'2»i^  VI 
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Special  fund,  collectloiis  and  dUbummeitti:       . 

Baianoe  In  UbmrlaTi'«  4iaiick»,  May  1,  1886 :, 9    IB  18 

Binea  Collected : SOB  TB 

CMalogsSold 96  06 

MiscelhnieonB  Gollectioiis  (rents,  t>ulletiii8,  damaged  booka, 

toat  booka,  new  cards,  extra  TC^omea) >.....:....  02  47 

Deposited  witii  Treasurer f88S  <Kf 

^Incidental  Expenses m  tt 

Balance  on  Hand ; 14  88 


950040100040 

NUMBER  OF  BOBROWEB8. 

The  number  of  cards  in  use  is  4,347.  ExpiFtttiona  Cor  the  year  were  1,788; 
canoellatious,  110;  totol,  1,1^2.  Cards  issued:  £aiewato»  008;  new,  1,878; 
total,  2,276;  increase,  31H. 

CIRCULATION. 

Tlie  issues  for  lk>me  use  were  120,853,  an  increase  oC  llfTtaik  JJaily 
average  circulation,  300;  monthly  average,  10,071,  an  Increaae  of  802.  Qlie 
largest  Issue  of  books  in  the  circulating  department  Cor  one  day  wiaa  W^ 

Fe])niary  «.  1897:  Hie  snmll^st.  ia">,  Sei>teni!l>er  18,  1886.  A  amaH  hicreaae  in 
tlie  i>erc(^ntage  of  fiction  in  noted,  while  n  gratifying  iimpioyemesii  is  apparent 
in  tlie  Ui9i^  of  ]iistor>^  and  travel,  the  increase  in  the  percentage  in  tbe  two 
last-nann<Hl  classes  l>eing  iilyout  one-tenth.  Volumes  in  the  drculatkilg  depart- 
ment wei*e  Issneil  on  an  average  of  elevtii  times  each  during  43ie  tweire 
mouths. 

Tho  cost  inn*  volume  of  circulation  vran  (5.8  cent**.  It  is  difficoH  to  make 
conrparitions  of  this  cxikmis«»  with  other  lilu-aries,  from  Itoe  fact  tbat  some 
have  no  n*nt  to  pay,  otht*rs  no  heating  ])ills,  and  'simdlar  expenses,  wMle  all 
of  these  itenif*  arc  emhra<*tHl  in  the  f'liarg*^  agaiiLst  the  circnlatlon  of  this 
librars'. 

Tlie  grade  of  ft(*tion  issuoil  is  Iniproving.  TIk*  former  Ifbrarlan,  Mr.  H.  L, 
Elmendorf,  in  inibli.^hin^c  n  new  fin(lin<g  liKt  hust  yejir,  dropped,  among  oNbers^ 
the  books  of  Ilorjitio  AlgiM*,  Jr.,  Rertha  M.  Olay,  **'Hairry  Castlemon,"  May 
Agnes  Fh>ming,  and  a  large  niimlM*r  of  those  of  Mrs.  E.  D.  E.  N.  Souttiwortb. 
As  these  1>ooks  wear  out  tlwy  are  not  n*i>la<»ejl.  This  i>oli(^y  has  been  steadily 
pursiied,  and,  in  adtlition  to  the  alM>ve,  amcnig  those  whose  novels  'have  eMSier 
been  dropixnl  entirely  or  reduced  in  mnnber  are  Argles,  Braddon,  Hkrihtnes, 
Stepliens,  Forrester,  Terhune  and  Cameron.  A  continuous  effort  on  t4ie  part 
of  the  library  staff  is  being  made  to  enccMirage  the  reading  of  better  books, 
and  there  Is  little  ground  for  complaint  as  to  reaults. 


IcardM),  freUfbtAud  csitaas  on  books,  the  paidiM  o«  Wk,ip««.vw«^i».MA>»MiwMfi^. 


^^**taJ  cardul 


r 
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RKFKUKNCE  I.IBItAKY. 


While  no  statlMJiv  HW  k«i>t  tvlnUiig  lo  the  rcfoivnei'  nmin,  Ws  uw-  la 
FousUmtlr  srowliiK,  ewjfw.rlnlly  Biiiun^  pmiHs  of  the  sclnxila  of  tbe  ollj', 
Voimnee  from  itlio  chvutalliiK  lU^Kvrtiurtiit  An  rtic  miutber  (d  D92  wore  laanMl 
for  refMeoce  ilurhig  lltf  yi-ur. 

Tbe  sajoe  tronble  as  licivtofovp  (-xists  with  this  ih-iwr (intent.  Uu  location 
f  nMtu«  n  impractk-alMo  lo  Iijito  11  nvt^rlookiil  .-onUuiunwly  by  Llbrnir  atwlHl- 
MBts,  and  Htinuclal  rvanums  iin?\f  lit  an  1ikt«ib«  of  W^-f  torty^.  Hiioka  nn-  t«kfii 
B^Way  nnit  ofteu  not  rPtarn^l,  wUUp  mnny  HiilTi^r  frimi  viiuilalt.  An  oiillnAin.'e 
K^t)^ng  pm>'"«'<l  fix"  wIrtiil.'Mion  lo  llie  TOUinwu  (.iMinHl,  UijixwIuk  tHiuUtiuH 
Wbn  luiMlriiH-aiiorM  of  'tlil-  kind.  n-Hlcti  k  U  linrjB.d  will  aid  In  <.-un'<t-( hig  t^U 
■«rU. 
r  RKAIUXf!   IIOOW. 

M  will  Im  w<ii  hy  n-fi-rfiic*  lo  a|t|M>iMH<?™.  trnTHnrtiinl  niH-wwloim  have 
hw-u  luHch'  111  ilie  ivn'tlntc  rotnn.  prliii-lpnl  nnumit  wlilcli  arc  ^laily  npwHpiriwTs 
tmm  till  portloiw  or  llw  I'ldliil  Btan-i*.  ^-ouTiilnilwI  liy  riw  Herald  nnd  (J<tw*l.tc 
rubllKUEitic  Cuuiiwnit*  of  tlibt  <-liy.  IVnih-  Jtruntulii.  fonitluit  an  !i.tIm<?Uve 
(TOnni(T<-i»tI  ilppftTtinMil.  lux-  fartil«lnil  llmmgh  rtip  Poiirt«ty  of  rlirtr  pldi- 
IliduTR.  AiutlbiT  lnlf[v»i|lu«  ttnil  iim^m  adilKK.n  U  n  list  of  uhxIIi-uI  Joiminli 
ihmnie'l  rpgiilrti-ly  (>»■  iIh-  S*t.  JuMcitli  A<Tiilt'iuy  of  Modldni'. 

TIh>  ri«dluK  roitni  wnlTtw  Mtroiigli  vaDtMllMH  n»  ilops  tlw  r«'f<vi'iMit  lU-vmi 
mpnt,  flmi  for  ilio  Kiiun- 'ivitnon  ii  ivmfdy  has  iiol  yot  liwm  fijiin<1. 

8CHOOT,  r.IBn.MtlES. 
I'lii^  wopk  In  Blie  w-l»iM>bi,  liuiiiKitnitnl  Avrn  ycjirs  agii.  Ihim  IxHin  k<iil  iip  I 
Ml  no  tbe  coadjlion  of  tliv  llbnii'y  iiernilll^l.  unil  wHh  MttiHTaclory 
hsfultji.  Arrangemr-uta  nro  iiiuliT  way  for  picteiullns  tliM  ivoi-k  In  liK-hiilc 
11  of  Uh'  Hcboolx  ill  Hie  ontlyiiiK  imrllouH  at  the  rtty,  ami  Willi  eai'h  onlM" 
for  lnMika  «everal  IMIew  ore  Inc-hideil  fur  tills  wtpecliil  itmrixwe.  l^'jicht-rN  lire 
ettwumjKsl  to  U(*  the  llbrai-y,  anU  aiv  gi-anted  eilrn  iirlvlliiiw.  Ih'Ihh  iter-  . 
mi1i>i|  acc««8  lo  rliP  nln-lviMi  for  examiiMtton  of  iHHiks. 

LIBltAltY  NOTEK. 
^  iirw  fliiiting  'llHt  WHS  iHMiieil  la.st  Julrj',  (tliire  wltUrb  diite  two  bulletins, 
'TintBlnlnft  300  tlUes  each,  have  lieen  i>ul>lla!]«l,  flild  D  third  1«  now  ready. 

l^muKli  jiu  iirrauscnteut  <wttli  the  Dally  Herald  tiiul  Daily  <iazotte  lUts 
f  new  liookH  ami  spei^al  toiik'-MHts  are  iinbUshed  weekly.  Th*'  ii>>e  of  iJie 
'Jl'e  )s  Kr^ntml  1'1h<  llttmiT.  heiiee  llie  i^ittt  of  iiuliUalriiig  1>nIU<Iiln»  tn  iviliieetl 
tt  uomlnal  kuki.  The  ad\ertiMniieiit  llniw  Keiiirtil  thrinigh  Uie  djiHy  |>,i|H-rs 
1*  reaiNnishble.  in  large  iiiensiirp,  for  (lie  looivoaed  nae  of  ttie  Ubrary. 

In  aildillon  to  asMtMlui;  Mie  varlooiH  titi>rH<r7  ch^bs  of  Fho  elly  la  tbt-lr  n-g- 

llw  pm^nitnHi.  »i>^<^lal  H«t*i  luivi-  ii1j«o  iMvn  iir«i>ttnil,  <Mi<1tnii'luK  topics  of 

taitnedlati!  Interf^t.    IHirlng  the  rwiupnijrn  l.i»l  fall,  such  a  Usl  o\\  \W  &i\ai\- 

■fiU  ijwmtiim  pmvtil  iM-hlmHy  im-fnl,    OtJier  Ti!«1«  wveped  the  CiAwft  wvuVa- 

rmeabin    gumeioii.    Orvtan     Imturroetlon,    am\    ttw    Cwicwv 
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Pine  nottoes  were  Mntont  as  ffrihm-s:   Klmt  nutlce,  ftovtata,  i,SIS;  d 
notkes,  128;  gnaranton  witttm,  3B. 

Ot  1,624  TOhunee  seiA  to  >Hie  falnaen'.  I,40«  were  for  reUnding,  vA% 
WMS  magaitiies.  In  wldltloD,  A  laiv^  uutuber  hare  been  vepslrad  tt  % 
IHtrary,  so  far  as  pooslUe  to  do  bo  tai  H^n  of  reblatHng. 

Wfalle  tbe  inmrr  48  a  goremment  dtHM^ltotTt  *>*e  ttoofes  fiave  n 
l)st«d  nor  olafwifled,  conseqiieaUy  ibey  liav«  not  beeo  of  tiie  use  to  tb«  H 
whlcb  they  othemlse  wxmld  have  beeu.    It  to  boiied  to  rernddy  tU*  at^ 
early  day,  as  -well  as  to  chiaaify  'botrire  Id  rhe  Gennan  1i 
Dated  by  couHei/utlre  mimbers. 

Aiqiended  will  be  round  (a)  chMMeil  taltle  of  clrcnbUloQ;  ^)  Uot  of  pv  1 
lo«li<.'alB  talicu;  and  (<.■)  liat  of  dooetlona. 

Tlte  librarian  ^-iHliefl  to  acknowledge  the  bearty  support  and  good-vtll  <<  1 
the  library  staff,  withont  "w-hk*  tbe  aliun-iug  Iterein  made  \ 
been  itowtble. 

The  work  of  tho  Itbrory  Im  serioudy  bampered  lu  ereiy  way  by  h 
TundA,  anil  qiurtem  whk-ti  are  not  adapted  to  Hbmry  iitDpciae&  Nohrlt^^ 
filaiidJng  thexe  ilrau-bnckM,  it  Is  A<Aag  a  oplendld  woA,  irtiicli  to  amaS  oiA 
InV-omiMirlKoii  nitli  Mia't  nil^ht  be  <k>ae  under  jfaTorabte  coodltloiia. 

With  fluinkH  fn  the  BiNiml  for  lt«  khMHy  comrldeiwHoD. 
Re^tectfnlly  mbmltted, 

PUBb  B.  WBIOHT, 

LlbrariAii^ 


STATK  OF  MIRSOrUI,  )  ^ 

COCNTY  Ol-'   Bt^cllASAS,      ) 

Bi'forp  iiic,  Rilwnivl  S.  I»ouk1ji.h,  ii  mtrary  pwblle  In  and  lac  tbe  coun 
flforcsaid.  iwrsoimlly  iipix-nit^l  Piiivl  B.  Wrltrlit,  librarian  of  tbe  Vree  Pubtf 
I^ll>rnry  of  tlic  City  of  Kl.  Joseph,  Slo..  iiiirt  iiiaiii'  oath  tUat  «ie  faeta  and  B 
nivs   hen'lii  rflatiiij;   to  rw-eli.ts  iiiiil  expenditures,  contents  o<  Hbrary  ac^ 
books  added  iiro  i-oi-rwt  to  the  b<*rft  of  hU  knonleilge  ami  beltef. 

Civin  under  iny  hniid  niwl  wnl,  UiIn  24lJi  djiy  ot  Slay,  1807. 

ISEAI..1  icnwAitn  s.  nouOLAfi. 

Xotary  Pdbllc 

My  commission  pspin's  NovemlHT  Hi,  IIHX). 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen:  During  rlii^  iwLsi:  fiscal  3'*\ir,  1.900  v(>luin**s  linvo  boeu  addetl 
to  the  librarj',  of  wiiich  18  wiTii  ffifts,  1()2  periodic -a  Is,  128  goveriiiiH^nt  piibli- 
catloos,  and  1,052  pureliaso<l.  Withdrawals  ft)r  the  same  period  aggregated 
720,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  1,240  volumes.  All  pun'ha>9i^  wer<'  mad-e  after 
approval  by  the  eommiltee  an<l  iKmnl. 

Your  committee,   with  the  librarian,  lias  ii^w»d  <*are  in   tlie  seU'ction  of 
titles,  and  has  sought  to  include  in  its  list,s  only  the  better  boolvs.    In  fiction, 
it  lias  been  the  iwlioy  1o  droj)  a  great  many  tith»s,  and  tliis  line  will  In*  pur- 
.«?ueitl  acc'ording  to  the  best  jud^rment  of  the  <*(>mmittee. 

While  the  circulation  rei)ort  shows  a  small  incr<*ase  in  the  penvntage  of 
fiction,  the  graile  of  lKK>k«  called  for  in  this  class  is  steadily  imi>roving. 
(iratifying  increases  in  circulaticm  an*  noted  in  history,  travel,  etc. 

Ues])t^'tfully  \submitt<Ml, 

J.    W.    ATWIM.. 
H.    K.    WHITE, 
J.    L.    LAWLI^SS, 
Mnv  1.  1807.  liibniry  Coinmittcc. 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 


To  tht'  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Lihvarti: 

<iKNTi.EMKN:  Au  cxM 111 iiiM t i(Ui  of  tlic  library  shows  tlic  l)0(»ks  to  he  in  ns 
h'km]  condition  as  their  coiislant  ii^c  will  iMTniit. 

The  only  change  in  ilic  lilH-ary  fore*'  dnrin;:  the  year  was  tliai  caustMl 
I'.v  the  resignation  of  Mr.  II.  L.  lOliiienilorf.  lil»rariaii.  t«»  a<-<-rpt  a  more  Uicra- 
''\'^'  position.    Mr.  I'urd   U.  \\'riL'hi   was  ai>i>oinieil  to  till  the  vacaiu-y. 

The  work  of  the  fi)r<-e  lias  Imtii  siidi  as  to  deserve  ••nimneiiilai  ion  at  oiir 
bands. 

,l.^^^  .www a.. 
;\n;o.  \>\.r\A'V.. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Pvblie  L&nurif: 

Gkntlemex:    I  herewith  submit  a  detailed  report  of  the  flnanclal  open- 
tions  of  ftSie  BtNtnl  for  t(be  fiscal  y«ar  €iin]liiip  Afiril  80;  18B7: 


SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

IlEOBIPTS. 

1800. 
July  31.    Received  froDi  Treaniirer  J.  W.  Atwill  certificate 

of  deposit  on  Natluual  Bank  of  St.  Joseph |  225  00 

Received  from  TreoAuner  J.  W.  Atwill  certUteate  of  deposit 

on  National  Bank  of  St.  Jo0ei>h 1,858  54 

R(»feive(l  from  IVeasurer  J.  W.  Atwill  check  on  National 

Bank  of  St.  Joseph 1 120  00 

$1,704  M 

Au^.         r>.    Received  from  H.  L.  Elmendorf 9  26  00 

Au^.       28.    Received  from  U.  Jj.  Elmendorf 25  00 

S<^pt.       21).    Received  from  II.  L.  Klmendorf 30  00 

Oct.         22.    Rt-<(Mve(i  fnxiu  Piinl  H.  Wright 35  00 

Nov.        2r).     R(H-eivtMl  fnvm  run!  R.  Wright 40  00 

Dee.         24.     UvccivtMl  f nun  Piinl  H.  AVrijrht 16  00 

1HI)7. 
Jan.         11.    Recvived  from  Nnti(>nal  Bank  of  St.  Josepli, 

interest  on  .$225 6  75 

Jan.         28.    Rt^-Hved  from  Puni  R.  AVri^rlit 35  00 

Feb.        2."i.    RtMHMvtMl  from  Pnrd  B.  Wright 32  00 

Mareli    24.    lUn-eived  fnnn  Purd  B.  Wrij^lit 1  M 

Mavi'h    2.').    R«Keivc(l  from  Pnrd  B.  Wrij?lit 30  06 

April       21.    Received  from  Pnrd  B.  Wri^rht 33  00 

$  300*78 

KXPExnrin'RES. 

I)iHl)nrs*Ml  as  per  voucliers $l,.'>9r)  21 

Transferreil  to  city  treasurt»r.  January  11,  '07 280  02 

I>eposi'ttMl  with  city  tn*a'.<»urer.  Januarj'  20 :i5  00 

Deposited  wltli  city  treamiw^r,  Febniary  26 32  00 

DeiKJsited  with  city  trea»ur(»r,  March  25 30  06 

Df^jfosltiul  with  Hty  trensun^r,  April  22 33  00 
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GENERAL  AOCOtTNT. 

n  lianda  of  dtr  traMDKT,  April  20,  1896 t   38S  03 

m«  for  month  of  April,  Ufi6,  as  per  roiKhera. .      375  00 

m  band  beglDatais  the  Ubrarf  rear,  U«7  1.  18M.  |    10  08 

■tlona  trom  three-tenths  nHlli  tax  placet]  t»  credit  of  Free  PnUlc 
Kltb  ctty  traMDrer: 

$4,588  00 

236  08 

228  02 

3G0  00 

w    348  82 

318  50 

r 180  29 

r 24S  87 

R  AT 

11  42 

4  (B 


f  it.4ff3  at 

11,    Tranfifwred  from  t<pe<rtal  fwnit $   2M1I  02 

JO.    l>(^p<Mlt  ;i.')  00 

».    Dei>o«iH  'la  00 

25.   Deposit   ;w  n«i 

22.    DepOBtt  ;"  "»       J"»  *« 

|;»,8JKt  27 

ExrKNniTntBs. 

lohers  *'.""«  '"S 

phera -l"!  "> 

.'ouchers  '***i  4** 

T,  roucherw  4."i!i  7." 

Yoncberx  "*^  '•■" 

r,  vonchcTtt "4-  •''* 

r.  TonchtTH  ■>'•■"'  '■" 

vouoh^rn  440  Xi 

,  TOUrflW'!'  4*il  70 

anoberfl  ''2'  (*•' 

aciien)  ^'"^  '^ 


V\JW^  ft\ 


J  -         .•■-'■?  .«  .T' 
...  ■■.-.■■♦       I? 


•  r 
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BBGAPITULATION.  '  *> 

Keceliyt4s,  Oeneral  Fund: 

Balance  on  hand,  May  1,  1806 %     10 

Receipts  from  tbree-tenths  miU  tax 6»468  26  |6^474  H.: 

S>peciai  fund: 

Balance  on  liand  July  1,  1806 |l,70i  M 

Oollootious   300  75 

|%0149 

Expenditures: 

C;en4*ral   Fuml    $6,642  01 

Spe<'ial  Fimd  i 1,506  21 

Total 18,238  12 

Balance  In  city  treasury  to  in'edlt  of  Library  £^iid,  BCay 

1,  1807 I   250  36 

18,488  48  18,488  « 
Respe<*tfully  sobmHted, 

GHAS.  A.  PFBIFFBB, 

Tpeonmr. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 

COI'NTY   OF   BUCIIAXAN. 

Bcf(U't»  nu',  .7.  C.  IleileirtHM'/jr,  a  notaiT  public  in  and  for  the  county  «**•" 
said,  pt'isonaUy  apin^annl  Olrarh^  A.  Pfeiffer,  treasurer  of  12>e  Board  w 
DIiHMtors  of  tlio  FixH'  Piiblio  library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  -Mlasonrif *>^ 
mado  oath  that  the  facts  and  tijjrun^  al)ove  st^t  fortli  are  coirect  to  the  I*** 
of  liis  kiiowlodjro  aii<l  iH^lU'f. 

( Jivon  undor  my  hand  and  s*-{il.  tliis  2r»th  day  of  May,  1807. 

ISkai.1  J.  C.  HEDENBBBG. 

Nt^tary  PobUe. 

My  rNMiimlssion  (^xplros  Xovi^iibor  1.%  1S07. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


he  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

GrENTLEMEx:  As  FiMiuireil  by  law,  tlie  tlnau(.«e  commltttH?  herewith  sub- 
*,  for  your  «<*oi>^i<lerathMi,  «i  rei>oi<t  of  the  reeeiiMts  "aiKl  cxiK?udi'tiire»  of  the 
ai-j'  for  the  liiK5al  year  emllng  Ainil  30,  1897: 

SPECIAL  FUND. 
KeeoiDts: 

iinee  on  hand  May  1,  181K> $1,074  54 

Iwtions    3:^1)  7.1 

Disburse  me-nts : 

ichers  on  tile  $1,595  21 

nsferretl  to  city  treasurer 289  02 

Kwited   ^\ith   city   treasurer 130  (X> 


$2,014  29  $2,014  2?) 
GENERAL  FUND. 

Re<*eii>ts: 

lancv  in  Iiands  of  city  treasurer,  May  1,  1S«.M{ $      10  93 

Iwteil  from  3-10  mill  tax r>,4a*{  2(5 

msferred  from  Sixn-ial  Fund 2S9  02 

l>osit(Hl   l)y  tn»^asurer.  monthly  eollt^i'tions l'{0  (Hj 

Disbursements : 

nibly  liills,  as  per  vouchers $<J.(V42  91 

ianiv  in  Imnds  of  city  tivasantn". 2rK>  ;;(; 

$(;,so;j  27  $r»,so:i  27 

The  committee,  acting  under  instructions  of  the  Board  of  I)irc<-tors.  met 

*  meml>ers  of  the  conmion  cinmcil  whos^»  terms  tlid  not  expire  this  ytHar, 
rly  In  M-arch,  ami  stated  ithe  n<HHiN^ity  for  ndditional  fumis.  either  as  a 
•t^ct  appropriation  from  tlie  city  treasury,  or  tlu*  increasi'.  by  a  vole  of  the 
^ple,  of  the  amount  of  the  tax  to  1m'  set  apart  for  library  purposes.  After 
f>roujrhly  considering:  V\\o  (piestion.  ii  was  thou^lit.  In'st  l>y  all  ciMK-erned 
it  the  ndlef  requir<»d  Iw  ^iv<Mi  by  tlie  <'»)iin<-il  as  an  ailditional  api)ro])ria- 
n,  in  rupiidatlon  of  claims  of  the  liJM'ary  for  ba<-iv  taxes,  inieresi  <mi  di^imsit 

Hbraiy  funtl-s.  and  a  s-lwire  of  iiisnrauce  taxes  collecie.l  by  1'lie  state  for 
^  <-ily.  The  amtmnt  aj^reed  np<ni  at  thai  time  was  luMweiMi  .*<7..'<M)  iiiul 
'^^^).    Later  developments  liave  tixed  ilie  amount  at   tlw  tirst-named  ti;;ure. 

The  accounts  of  the  treasm'er  and  li1)rarian  hav«'  iM'cn  <-]ie<-ked  and  found 

♦  i>e  coiTect.  the  fonn<M'  corresp<)n<linjr.  in  the  jxeneral  fund,  with  that  of 
^  ^-ity  auditor. 

OIIAS.    \.  PF¥AV\^V:.V\. 


'4.'- 


v> 


-  '   M 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Board  of  Direetors  of  the  Free  PtMic  LQnrttrf : 

Gentlemen:  T1i«  committee  on  building  and  gronnds  lierewltli  snbmltf  i 
a  reiK>rt  of  expend!  tiiree  for  the  department  ni^der  Ite  cbarge,  ss  reqnbed  A 
by  the  by-law8.  1 

Rent    f  000  00    I 

Janitor   240  00   i 

■i 

Iutmrai>ce    80  00   ] 

Fuel   18800   j 

Furniture   9TI0   ^ 


Si 


Stove,  (Hi>eoial  fund) 12 

Reimirs    ^^  ^  i 

Water    ." 40  00  1 

Ice  7  TO   ■: 

91.202  80   I 

l^irou^ch  Hie  (M>urti>sy  of  the  park  coanntesioaeni,  ivlio  fnmislied  ptaatB'  :i 
and  KhiniKs.  the  ^-ouuds  of  the  library  last  seooon  weremtde  t«C7  ttttputbre.  ^ 
Lilce  contributions  Avere  promised  from  the  fia<me  aoorce  iSbiM  TWr*   Hie  JaM-  ; 
tor,  I)>nvid  McKinney,  desen-es  e^>ecial  mention  for  his  ewe  of  the  groande. 
His  iv-api)ointiuent  is  ivconmiendetl. 

lU^siKX't fully  submitted, 

B.  NEWBURGBUt. 

W.  H.  GORDON. 

CHA8.  A.  PFBIFPER. 
May  1.  1807.  CVmimi^trtce  on  Buildtag  aod  Grovnds. 
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APPENDIX  -B"-LIST  OP  PERIODICALS  TAKEN  BY  THE  LII 


QUARTERLY. 

1      Cyclopaedic  Review  of  Current 
History. 

MONTHLY. 


American  Electrician. 

American  Teacher. 
*American  Medical  Journalist 

Arena. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Black wood*8  Mag'azine. 

Bookman. 

Century. 

Cosmopolitan. 

Cumulative  Index. 

Current  Literature. 

ESclectic  Mag'azine. 

E<lucational  Review. 

Fire  and  Water.     (Gift  of  Daily 

Herald.) 
Forum. 

Harper's  Monthly. 
Inland  Printer. 
Ladies'  Home  Journal. 
Land  of  Sunshine.     (Gift.) 
Library  Journal. 
Lippincott's. 
Literary  News. 
McClnre's  Magazine. 
Macmillan's  Magazine. 
*Medical  Herald. 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World 
Munsey's  Magazine. 
New  England  Magazine. 
North  American  Review. 
Outing. 

Overland  Monthly. 
Photograph ic  Times. 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 
Review  of  Reviews. 
St.  Nicholas. 
Scribner's  Magazine. 
Stone. 

♦Vegetarian,  Cliicago. 
♦Western  Fruit  Grower. 


*Oift  of  Pabliaher. 


SEMI-MONTHLY. 


Dial. 


WEEKLY. 


American.  (Giftof  Oaze 

li&hinff  Co.) 
*Brad«treet*B. 
^Christian  Intelliirenoer. 
Christian  Science  Jonrn 
Christian  Science  Stnc 
*Comniercial    Tribune, 
Colo. 

'Democrat  -  Lever,     Pla 
Ma 

Engineerinir  Record. 
Gazette  and  Herald  1 
inir  en's.) 
Harper's  Bazar. 
Harper's  Weelclj.  * 
Harper's  Bound  Table. 
*Leader,  Plattsburnr*  Mo. 
Leslie's  Weekly. 
Illustrated  American. 
Illustrated  London  News 
^Interstate  Grocer,  St.  Lo 
^Journal  of  Commerce. 
Journal  of  Education. 
Life. 

Littell's  Living  Age. 
♦Modern  Miller,  St  Louis 
Nation. 
*North  western    Merchant 

luth,  Minn. 
*()hio  Merchant,  Clevelanc 
Parish  Message.    (Gift  of 

Church  Parish). 
Public  Opinion. 
Publisher's  Weekly. 
School  Journal. 
Scientific  American. 
Scientific  American  Supp 
♦Shoe  and  Leather  Gazet 

Louis.  Mo. 
♦The    Trader    (El  Comerc 

Mexico,  Mex. 
•Trade  Register,  Seattle,  1 
♦Trade  Review    and    Ind 
Record,  Dallas.  Tex. 

1     'Weaieni  1EA%c\.T\<SkVaAi. 
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DAILIES. 

Republican,  Plioenis. 

ja.)  Constitution. 

■  (Md.)Neivs. 

s'.  Y.)  Se«s. 

Ill-)  Chronicle. 

onat  Record. 

'old.)  Republican. 

jlisdiid.)  Sentinel. 

IMg  rFla.)TiiDes-[:nion. 

]es(Cal.)  Exprens. 

^  (Ky.)  Couriei^.lournal. 

>1iR  (Minn.)  Tribune.) 

k  (N.   Y.)  Mail   and   Ex- 

ihia  (I'a.)  Public  Ltdger. 


Ill  (Mass.)  RepublicaD. 
Ii  (Mo.)  Dally  Herald. 
ii  (Mo.1  Daily  News. 

Publisher.) 
I>  (Mo.)  Daily  VolksbUtt. 
Publisher.) 
IMo.)  Chronicle. 
Minn.    Ulobi^. 

(Utali)  Herald. 
eisco{Cal.)Bu  letin. 
;on  ID.  C.)  Post 
«rior(Wis.)  Leader. 
Publisher.) 

mp:dical  journals. 

■  the  St.  Joseph  Academy 

d  Neurolog-ist. 
'ledical  Review. 
•ledico-Suffrical  Bulletin. 


Annals  of  Sur^ry. 

Archives  of  Pediatrics. 

lluBalo  Medical  and  Surffical  Jour- 

Bultetin  of  the  American  Academy 

of   Medicine. 
CNieiiifo  Medical  Recorder. 
Denver  Medic:il  Times. 
Internulioual  <)ournii1  oF  Surgery. 
Iowa  Medical  Journal, 
Journal    nt   tlic    American    Medical 

A.S!^ociation. 
Journal    of    Nervoii«    and    Mental 

Disseises. 
Kansas  City  Medical  Inde.v. 
Kansas  City  Medical  Record. 
Kansas  Medical  Journal. 
LBDjffidale's  Lancet. 
Matthews'  Medical  Quarterly. 
Medical  and  Surgical  RepnrUsr. 
Medical  Bulletin. 
Medical  Fortniirlitly. 
Medical  Mirror. 
Medical  News, 
Medical  Record. 
Medical  Review. 
Medicine. 

New  York  Medie:it  Journal. 
New  York  Polyclinic. 
North  American   I'rnctitioiier. 
Occidental  Medical  Times. 
Omaha  Clinic. 
I'acitic  Medical  Review. 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Inebriety. 
St.     L'jois     Medical     and     Surplcal 

Journal. 
Sanitarian. 

University  Medical  Ma^fa/ine. 
Virginia  Medical  .Monthly. 
Woirs  Index  to  the  Medical  Press. 
Western  Mcdicni  Review. 
Yale  Medical  Journal. 
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I'1N.\.\('I-:     .M..rl(.rU.    n.'idrr.   Smith. 
KV  L.WN'S     Wliitc.    .MnilcU.    .M<Kv<.y. 
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REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Comtnfm  Council  of  ihr  City  of  Ht.  Joxcph.  Mo.: 

(Ientlemkn:  rursiiant  to  tin*  nMjuireiiioms  (if  law,  I  lirnvwitli  prifSiMit 
the  Eiplith  Annual  Ufport  uf  tli«'  Board  ot  Dirin-tors  of  tlu-  FrtH»  riibllc 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  the  flaeal  year  endinti:  April  ao,lSy8. 

Despite  a  deeroase  in  tlie  amount  of  money  to  l»e  expended  for  tlie  lil>rary, 
the  year  past  lias  wituossed  tlie  larn:est  jjrowtli  in  its  history.  While  th«» 
circulation  was  somewhat  less  than  last  yi^ar,  it  is  still  very  lar^e  for  the 
uiiml>er  of  volumes  in  the  library.  Tie  exi)ense  for  cireulation  showed  a 
ch»crease  of  three-tenths  of  one  cent  per  volunn*,  which  is  gratifying  in 
the  extreme. 

Realizing  the  need  of  securing  more  money  for  the  lii)rary  in  order  tliai 
the  number  of  books  might  the  more  rai»idly  l>e  increased,  ilius  dtrreaslng 
tht*  expense  incident  to  constant  use  of  few  volumes,  it  was  decided  i»y  tlie 
Board  of  Directors  to  submit  the  question  to  tlie  voters  of  increasing  the 
proportion  of  taxes  allotted  the  library  from  three-tenths  to  live-tentlis  of 
of  a  mill.  But  $i3.4<»  was  expended  in  idacing  tlie  matter  l»efore  tlie  piM>p\*. 
Tlie  newspaers  of  the  city,  with  a  most  pleasing  unanimity.  sui)iK>rted  the 
proposition,  t>ublisliing  many  columns  in  its  favor.  Of  4.474  votes  cast  on 
the  proiHJsition.  .*i.r»S;i  wyre  tor  and  only  .Si)l  against.  Under  tliu  law.  it  is 
ne<-essary  to  .secure  a  majority  of  all  voters  voting  at  the  eliM-tion.  There 
heing  7.M31)  votes  polled,  the  iiroposition  failed  by  only  'MV2  votes.  The  liard 
political  tight  in  progress,  togetlier  witli  tlie  fact  that  a  new  form  of  ticket 
was  u.'^mI  for  the  first  time  wliicli  required  no  .scratching  from  the  "straight 
ticket"  voter,  militated  against  tlie  library.  In  in'cciiicts  where  the  library 
IukI  representatives  to  remind  people  to  vot<»  on  tlie  library  iiropositioii.  it 
carried  largely.  The  Board  had  no  money  to  employ  pers.ms  to  n'uinin  lu^ar 
sill  the  i>olling  booths,  and  the  voters  slnqdy  forgot  to  vote  on  the  nieasiirc. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Library  will  liav«'  about  the  same  amount  of 
iii<»n«\v  as  it  had  last  year,  tlie  city  alrcjidy  having  inndc  a  library  ap|»t)rti(»n- 
uient  of  $7,2(M). 

A  summary  of  the  rejiorts  following  shows  that  th(»  library  contains 
14.K'»S>  V(dunies.  a  net  gain  during  tlu'  year  of  l.r»}>l.  (.'irculaiion  for  the 
year.  llG.t)3(>.    Number  of  card-holders,  4.;;r>i2. 

Kespect fully  submitted, 

J  NO.   Di:CLrE, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1.  18i)}S.  rresident. 


UEl'OHT  Of  FHEE  PUBLIC  LIURARY 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


V'o  thv  litKinl  itf  IHnrtors  of  the  Fnr  Puhliv  lAbrary: 

<Ji:ntij:mi:n:    I  luMcwith  submit  a  (iKalhMl  report  of  the  fiiiandal  oiic**"*' 
tioiis  of  tlu*  Hoard  lor  the  tiscal  year  eliding  April  11),  1898: 

SI»i:('IAl.    UEVEM'K    ACCOUNT-UECEirTS— SCHEDULE   A. 

18U7. 

.IiiiH'  s.  Ucceived  fnnn  Turd  H.  Wright,  librarian $30  ^^* 

June  14.  ItiHM'ived  from  Turd  H.  Wright,  librarian 15  ^* 

.hily  \{\.  Ke.oivcd  fnun  Turd  H.  Wright,  librarian 30  ^>^^ 

Aui:.  l.i.  lt«'(('ivi»d  from  Purd  R  Wright,  lil)raria'n 30  •^ 

S»i>t.  14.  Koccived  from  l*urd  \\.  Wright,  librarian 25  <^' 

Oct.  1.").  U.MM'ived  from  Turd  ^^.  Wright,  librarian 3r>  ^^^ 

.Nov.  IT).  Kcccivod  from  Turd  W.  Wright,  librarian 30  W 

I  he.  1.%.  UtMcivcd  from  Purd  W.  Wright,  librarian 25  ^ 

ISIKS. 

Jan.  14.  INcoivrd  from  Turd  H.  Wright,  librarian 30  ^^* 

l^«l).  lo.  li.MMMvod  from  Turd  H.  Wright,  librarian 30  ^^ 

Mmi'.  ir».  Il.crivt'd  from  IMird  H.  Wright,  librarian 25  <^' 

Apr.  11.  U»'(('iv(Ml  from  riu'd  I*.  Wriglit,  liltrarian 25  ^' 

$325    ^ 

i>isi;ri:si:Mi:.\Ts   sriiEDi'LE  b. 

isir. 

.TiiiH-       s.     1  >c|t  (siird   w  itli  Tit y  'I'rcnsurrr $30     ^^ 

.luiii"      II.     PriMtsihMl   with   City  'I'rrnsniTr li^     " 

.lulv      !<;.     1  ),.)>. )sit.Ml   Willi   Citv  TrrasunM- 3<>     ^ 

\\vz.      V.\.     Drpnsitcd    Willi   Citv  TrcnsiinM- 3(^     ^^ 

I  Ml 

Siiii.     11.     I)«'posiHMl   Willi   Citv  'I'lTMsurrr 2i> 

Ufi.       |.'».     DriM.siird    with  Citv  'I'n-.-isurrr ;W>      ' 

Nuv.      !."».     n<'iM)<iird    Willi   Citv  'i'n'Msurcr :tt> 

Dec.      1."..     l»i'|H.sitrd   with  <'lty  'I'rrnsuivr 2,> 

.1.111.       14.     Ui'pnsitcd   with  Ciiv  Trrnsun'r 30 

l\'l».      in.     Mrpositrd  witli  City  Treasurer 30  , 

Mar.     ir».    Deposited  with  City  Treasurer 25 

$300      \^^ 

1i/ihiju-r  in  hand!4  of  treasurer.  Chas.  A.  l»feiflfer 25      ^ 


^rc^ 
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KXEUAL    UEVKNTK    A(UM)rNT-UK('KIPTS-S('IIKI)rLE    ('. 

0  in  hniuls  city  treasiiivr  Ma^'  1,  1S1)7 $250  3<J 

ts  from  colUM'tions  upon  an  apportionment  made  l)y 

'onimun  Council  of  $7,r»(H).  and  placed  to  the  cn^lit 

i"  Free  Piibllc  Library: 

7. 

Collections $8,885  (M) 

Collections 414  72 

Collections 854  82 

Collections 5<;8  S)2 

Collections ;WS>  47 

C^>llections 870  27 

Collections 442  r»5 

Colh»<'tions 158  88 

Colh»<-tions k 185  25 

Collections 240  52 

(\)lI«H'tions 148  74 

Collections.    (No  report  from  comi)troll»M* 

$7,158  77 
J  DISBritSEMENTS— SCIIEDT'LE  I). 

VoucluTS $  582  as 

Vouchers 8(MJ  \i\ 

Vouchers 708  21 

Vouchers 454  05 

Vouchors i'^{\  m 

Vouchers <W»s  (»<; 

Vouchers K2\)  21 

Vouchers \\\T%  Aw 

Vouchers 028  07 

Vouchers 788   1 1 

Vouchers 528  74 

Vouchers 058  85 

S7.<;2!>  08 

lAL    UEVEXrE    AfM'OrXT     KK<  AIMTT  LA  TION     SCIIKIMLK    K. 

UECKIPTS. 

.^  with  city  treasurer  M.iy  1.  is!i7 s    L»r)i>  ;;r, 

ions  as  per  sch<Mlulc  (' 7.15S  77 

:s  witli  city  troasunT.  as  p«'r  scIumIuIc  H 8on  oo 

tls  of  treasurer.  Ciias.  A.   rfci/Ter M:>  v>^> 

^1  ri^\  \^ 


0  ia:PORT  OF  FREE  PlliUC  LIBRARY 

EXrENDITUUES. 

Vouchers  as  per  schednh'  1) $7.(i2))  1)3 

Aiiiniint   witlulrawn  Iroiii   Library  Fund   by  (^)iiucll  ami 

not  replaetnl    30  00 

?7,<55'J  03 
♦Halancc  .ni  liand 74  20 


$7,734  1 

♦In   liands  of  city   ircasiinT $      40  20 

In  liands  of  lioard  treasurer 25  <M) 

SC^IIEDl'LE  V.  *      ""*  ^-^ 

E\plaiiati<Mi  of  discrepancy  between  city  treasurer's  balance  and  bnlan 
sliown  l)y  (Mias.  A.  rfeifCer.  treasTirer,  on  May  1.  1S07: 
Ualance   on    iian<I,    as    per    city    treasurer's    report.    April 

i:>.    1S07 $    707  <H) 

DeiJMsited   witii  city  treasurer,   from   Special   Fund,  April 

22.    1S07 :«  (M) 

$  «3o  m 

ViiU]  by  city  treasurer,  vimdiers.  Ai)ril  22.  1SJ)7 570  CA 

I'.;iI.MUcc  r.n  hand  as  jm  r  (lias.  A.  IMciirer's  rep;>rt..,.$    250  'M\ 
I  lie  city  ii{'  St.  .I.jsc])}!  showed  a   balatice  of  .$707. (K>  in  our  favtjr  at  X 
clnsc  of  the  eiiy  fiscal  year.  April  15.   IS07. 

W'e  elfised  ouT  accounts  tiw  the  1st  day  (d'  May,  1S07:  between  tlies<»  dat 
we  deiMJsited    .S.'*t5.nn   with    tlie  city   treasurer  and    issued   vouchers  on    th 
otlicer   tor  .S570.<»|.    ijnis   showing   a    i)alance  on  our   bo(>lvs   in  our   favor 
.s25(K.';r,. 

SCIIEDri.K  (J. 

IOxpl;m;ition  of  discrepancy  of  aniiMiiit  to  be  cfdlected  and  creditiM  to  Fr 
IMibiic   Libr.-iry  and  ;nnount   actually  j>laced   to   its  credit: 

AuKniiit   ai)porti.)Ue(l    .57.5<M>  00 

Ain(Uint  colle<-ted    7.15S  77 

Amount  collected  in  Ai»ril  not  repiu'ted. 

Amotmt    uncollected .$    ;»,41   23 

I'^iom     tlie     above     sum     <'ollecled.     th(»     ('omiUfMl     ('ouu<*il 
iraiisferred   otit    <d"   the    Free    Fidilic    Library   .account 

th«'   sum   nl .$    250  (N) 

And  retm'iUMl  only  the  sum  (d" 220  00 

SliowiiifT  tlio  slwrtn^i*  exhibited  lu  8c\vch\v\W  V^  ot ^S^     wvn  v>v\ 


r  -  -  •      ■,%  ( 

'  •         .     •  -  ■  ■ 

i  ^       .■ 


J 


^V  r^    'VC\-  v.-    ■■■•.'.  ."  •         , 
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BXHIBIT  FBOM  CITY  GOMPTBOLUBB  MABOH.  81.1806-BCHBDULB  H. 

Balance  April  15,  1807 $  71)7  00 

Trmu.    added 220  00 

GdOeetloiis 7,138  77 

Kiom  Nbraiy 83  00 

From  lAbrmvj 800  00 


I 


98,506  77 

PWd I74M50  22 

Trans,  deducted 250  00 

Balance 1.002  55 

98,508  77 

Appropriated $7,870  03 

Transferred  250  00    » 

Available 388  74 

98.508  77 
TREASURER  CHAS.  A.   PFEIFFEK*S  ACCOUNT,  SAME  DATR 

Balance  on  band  May  15,  1807 9  250  30 

Collections  by  city 7,158  77 

r>ep08lt  witli  city  treasurer 3(K)  00 

97JOJ>  VA 

Paid  out,  voucliers ^(»,<;7r»  5S 

Balance l,o;rj  ."ir» 


:f;7,7(M)  vi 

Above  account  calls  for  a  balauce  to  our  credit  witli  tlie  Oicy  of  St.  Josc^pli 
of  91*032.55,  while  the  eoniptroUerV  stjitenient  sh<»WH  a  balauce  in  our  favor 
of  $1,002.55,  tlie  tUffereuce  of  9J>^).(M)  beinj?  accounted  for  by  the  city  haviuR 
liorrowed  $250.00  from  the  Library  Fund  and  returuiuK  but  $1>20.<K>. 

As  shown  by  Schedule  i\  no  reiH)rt  of  collections  in  favor  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  ou  account  of  the  apportUmnient  of  $7.r)<M).(K).  from  taxi»s 
colle<*te<l  from  April  1  to  19,  18S)S,  th<»  close  of  the  city's  fiscal  year,  was  made. 

Accordlujir  to  a  statement  made  to  your  treasurer  by  tlu»  comptroller's 
offlce.  this  and  all  other  colle<*tions  were,  by  action  of  the  Common  Council, 
tmiisferrtMl  to  the  water  s<*rvlce  fun<l,  as  well  as  all  remaining  l»alances, 
nniuii);  them  the  balan<*e  to  the  credit  of  the  Free*  I*ul>lic  Lil>rary.  Wc  conse- 
<liiently  lose: 

Amount  borrowed  by  the  (^»uncil  and  not  replaced,  SchediUe  E ^'^u  <.\u 

Balance  due  us  on  account  of  colUn'tUm \\>  "IVn 


%-\>  *2ft 


dLr  4. 


.8    ■       .     ,  Hi:nil<T  ill--  FHEE  ^LULW  LIIUl\l<\ 

Wblcb  omoDDt  I  wuHia  rM-uiumeud  lie  asked  froui  llic  ucw  i^lly  adiulnto 
tratlon,  m  mouer  wi^mjclr  riikt>a  From  our  tuud  iiml  i>ttt»tue«l  wHUlhii  unr 
vonsent 

Besp<wtfaD;  anbisUted, 

0HA8.  A.  VVmV 
Mar  !■  18&8. 


KFHIt.  1 

TrcaourccinJ 


ll 


STATE  OP  MISSOUItl.  i 
County  av  Bvcukka^,  j 

Beroiv  me.  J.  C.  [ledeoberg.  a  nntarr  pnUlc  In  and  tar  Vw  eooUa'.  Wttn-  ^ 
wild,  penxwolly  amicnrcd  Charles  A.  PfeKTer.  tnmamttK  oC  tbs  Boud  «( 
Dlni-tflrx  or  tlio  I'rfc  Public  Library  of  tbe  City  of  St.  JM^k,  Ma.^  ai 
madi-  onth  tliat  thf  mitx  and  dgures  above  ki  (ortb  are  correct  tn  tbe  ta 
of  hlH  kaowI«d{(t>  and  belief. 

Ulveu  uuder  my  boud  aud  seal  Uila  12tb  dajr  of  Hay,  18fV>   . 

[SEAL.]  J.  a  QBDBNBRBO. 

Notarr  rabUe-. 

My  commiHHloii  t'XplrcH  Nov.  18,  1001. 


Note— On  tlio  loili  luHt.  I  wne  furoliibed  a  atatement  trom  Uw^g 

tiie  rlty  ciiiiiptndlt'r  In  tin-  t^DV-ct  iliat  lUe  Library  proportion  ot  thedtyii 
<-(>ll(-<'li-iI  rniiii  Ain'll  1  til  11).  had  It  bi-cu  upportloned.  would  liaro  amonnted 
to  9iTi;.:tT.  iLNikiii);  II  totiil  uf  f:ir).->..">T  hHII  due  to  the  Library  fand  on  tlw 
iililHirtldiinu-iit  fur  ilif  li«i-ul  .vciir  IWIT-lttt, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFBB. 

Mily  II,   IS!)N. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN, 


To  the  Board  of  Dhrctorff  of  the  Frre  Public  Librarif,  St.  Jofteph,  Mo. 

(lENTi.EMEx:  Hert»with  is  prt'spiitt'd  the  Eighth  Annual  Ki'port  ul  tht» 
librarian,  being  my  second. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous  one  for  the  library. 
The  circulation  shows  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  witli  the  jjrecediug  year; 
u  larger  number  of  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  the  institution  generally  is  in  good  working  order,  the 
books  lH»ing  in  better  physical  condition  than  twelve  months  ago. 

ixvEXTOuY  KEsn/rs. 

• 

An  inventory  of  the  library  has  just  been  taken.  Inline:  the  lirsi  tlDrongli 
oiiO  in  several  years.  It  shows  that  during  the  eight  years  of  the  lil»rary's 
existence  78  volumes  are  unaccounted  for.  Of  this  numb(>r.  44  have  Immmi 
taken  from  the  reference  room,  over  which  there  has  nevcM*  Ihh'U  anything 
but  a  passing  surveillance.  Of  the  remainder  missing,  it  is  believed  that 
a  (onsiderable  proportion  will  eventmilly  be  located. 

• 

VOLI'MES  IN   LIBUAKY. 

By  an  accurate  count  from  tlu»  corrected  slielf  lists  it  was  nsceriaiued 
that  the  library  contains  14, S.')'.^  volumes.  2.."»r»*j  of  whicli  were  added  during 
the  year,  as  follows:  Donations,  classitie<l.  H\;  i)eri()<licals.  bound,  ISS;  V.  S. 
Government  books,  2K.S;  i)urchases.  2.(M)r).  Withdrawals  for  the  same  period 
were  8(58.  of  which  841  were  worn  out,  17  lost  and  paid  for.  10  missing.  Tlie 
Siet  gain  for  the  year  was  l.(U>4  volumes.  Of  the  14. S."!!)  volumes  in  the 
library.  11.118  are  in  the  circulating  department.  1,.SS7  in  tlie  referenet* 
department,  JK)2  being  rocde  periodicals;  and  2,'{.")l>  in  the  V.  S.  <Jovernment 
department. 

Ai'cesslons  and  withdrawals  are  classitied  as  follows: 

A      -s-      With-  N«>t 

Monx    ilrawjils       Gain 

General    :i  li              1 

Philosophy    1(»  ...  10 

lUdigion r;.'  ...  <>.•> 

Sociology 70  1  r,0 

IMiilology  r,  ...              <; 

Natural  s<*len<-e r^l  :\  4S 

Useful  arts :;o  1  .'Js 

Flue  arts 2r)  ...  2r» 

Llteratww \^v\  \\  YI'^n 

History \>^»2.  >>          Vv\. 
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A    »     WlUi 


OS    I 


Travel 1 

Btograph7 i; 

BoDDd  magnilneM,  rcicii'inv ITl  7  W* 

Bound  mosaslnea,  ilrciiljiiUif IT  B  * 

Other  reference  works .,  OS  ■  '   2  ^ 

Oerman SB  U  ^ 

Fiction 1.M1  602  ^ 

CkiTernniont  Peimiiltn 288  ...  ^ 

Total   ......V 2,662      8a»      U* 

FINANCIAL. 

BxiicndUiircH  for  the  year  were  as  foUows,  Balarlet  and  rent,  owliv 
a  (-liangp  In  the  by-lnwH  lunklng  the  Ilbrarr  flDandal  jtmr  eloae  wftb  tltat 
tile  city,  are  for  but  eleren  and  one-bait  montba: 

Bulorlew fS^ttT  08 

Iteat 4W40 

I'rlntlnc  iiuil  Kiiitliiuery IH  7B 

rostaec ,..     IILOO 

Ileut lOS  24 

Inmiraiii'i-  00  00 

Itcimlrs  900' 

i--iiniimpi>  Itfl  t» 

Itlmlliii;  021  2P 

lViioill(-;ils  3«1  IT 

HiKiks 1,»0S  «5 

JjiiilLir 240  00 

Mis.-.>nii II.-.1US   12»  00  »7.(BB 

i.iiu;a[;v  tii!,ij:cTiii\s--iiErKU'TR. 

IttiltiiKt'  111  lllii'iirliiii's  liiiiiils  .M>i.v  1.  1K117 «      14  08 

Fliw'H   3fl»  2* 

(TiitaloKUcM  CI  3B 

.MlwfllniKims    02  43  |  477 


R.xrKXiirniiKS. 

IViwisitcl  Willi  in'nuimT *  :CKi  00 

•liK-iilcntiil  KxiH-UHCR I4rt  21 

Balanc<>  forwiml 730|  477 


*Tho  ln<-lili>iitnl  oxiicniip  flccoiint  lurlude*  all  poetage  of  the  library  (iMv 
tAaa  printed  poatnl  c»rdn),  freight  aiul  cart«K»  oa  VwoIlb.  AvUkimy  •tati** 
expenaea.  rAe  i>Drelia«e  of  Ink,  penB,penen».«»lltt»«n«tt««Btift». 
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BOKKOWEUS. 

The  number  of  borrowers*  cards  in  forci»  is  4,:\7}'J.  a  sniaii  iin-n  :isr  over 
last  year.  Cards  expin*  t»very  two  years,  and  tlie  nunil>er  ^iven  is  found 
lyy  deducting  from  the  total  registration  all  cards  expiring,  toucher  wiili 
cau(*ellations  for  any  cause,  sr.cli  as  removal  of  holder  or  guarantor  from 
city,  failure  to  pay  large  lines,  etc. 

riKCri.ATIOX. 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  h<inie  use  was  lir,,n;i().  a  de<-rease  of 
4.825^  as  compared  with  the  year  bef;)re.  bur  an  incre:is«»  of  {».!C»7  over  tliMt  of 
the  liscal  year  ending  ISlMj.  The  total  issue*,  including  referem-e  issues,  was 
117,483,  volumes  issued  from  the  circulating  department  for  use  in  the  refer- 
eiict*  room  showing  an  increase  of  oO  per  cent.  N  j  rtcord  is  lvi*pt  of  use  of 
roference  books. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  p(»rcentage  of  cinulati  >u  of  tlie  dirTerent 
classes  of  books.  Fiction  shows  a  .slight  falling  oflT.  wliile  a  correspon<ling 
jrnin  is  notetl  in  natural  science,  useful  arts,  literature.  trav<»l  and  perii)dicals. 

Business  depn»ssions  result  in  an  increased  usi*  of  the  lilirary.  while 
general  activity  results  otherwise.  In  periods  of  commercial  <iuiet  a  large 
number  of  the  unemploye<l  naturally  have  more  time  for  reading,  and  are 
liberal  patrons  of  the  free  library.  A  return  to  normal  conditions  finds  little 
i<lle  time  on  tlieir  hands,  preventing  tlie  giving  of  sr)  nnicli  attention  to  ijooks. 
An  investigation  among  card-liolders  in  tliret*  of  our  Inrgest  f.-Htories  devel- 
ojmmI  the  fact  that  in  ISIMJ-T  liundreds  of  employes  worked  short  Iwmrs,  Avliile 
during  tlie  past  nine  montlis  tliey  liave  W(M*ke<l  fidl  time  or  over  time.  The 
general  intt'rest  in  tlie  Avar  and  tiie  incidents  leading  thereto  lias  cMUsed 
many  people  to  become  more  general  news[>ap«»"  renders,  thus  nlTeeiing  the 
circulation  of  lil»rary  books.  Over  one-half  of  the  decre;is«'  in  the  niniiber 
of  Ixioks  issued  f(U"  Iiome  use  during  tlu'  yejir  o<-ein"red  during  the  last  two 
inontlis. 

The  average  nund>er  of  books  issued  to  each  eard-h(>lder  during  the  year 
closing  April  .'{(>.  1S1»7.  was  a  fraefion  tnider  2S.  while  during  the  year  .ttist 
t-losed  it  was  but  2<;.r,,  The  library  was  oju'ii  t;>  the  puh'.ir  .*ii»."i  d.iys.  mr  day 
less  than  tlie  year  i)re(MMling.  The  nunil)er  of  volumes  issued  is  (Minivalent 
to  about  1.7r»  to  each  inhabitant. 

Figuring  tlie  entire  exi>ensc  of  the  library  iiiu-liidin;r  hooks  piir<lia>^r  1  niHl 
exi)t»nditures  of  every  kindi.  ajrainsi  ciiN-ulatiMn.  whjcli  (Inc^  iiui  tnk«>  into 
account  use  of  reference  room  books  or  periodicals  in  iln'  rc.-hlinu  r  (oni.  the 
i-r»st  i»er  volume  issued  w;i<  i'>.7i  cciiis,  a  decrease  (»t'  ..'J  cent  i>er  \  >Iuiiie.  In 
vi(*w  of  tlie  large  exijcnditiircs  idr  hooks,  pei'iodicals  and  rui'iiiture.  ilii<  is 
gratifying. 

Tlie  strenuous  elTorts  in  the  i»as!   io  iiniiroxc  the  (luality  oi"  tuti<»u  i\  ad 
cfintinues.   nnf)    with  /tirnsirii:   I'fsults.     This    i<   \\e\\<et\    \\\   w   \\  v-.\>\\vv^  \nn    w 
iliscontinnanco  nf  the  jmrclni-n*  nf  iwnuy  lower  ur;\de  \\ov\<>-.  \\\v^>'   ^^^^^  XvAwcl 
replncofl  when  wurn  out.     This   ^^■nvk   (»r  w Wuz  uWt    \s  \u  c.,u\s\;v\\\  vvv>v'.^^ 
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\\\\i\  n'.'uIiTs  jirc  iHMtorn*  gradually  U'd  to  better  thiiii;s.  The  policy  V^^^' 
I  am  i»l(as(Ml  to  say.  lias  met  with  the  hearty  eueourajremeul  of  llie  ^^ 
(•nmmllte<»  and  th<'  cndorstMiieiil  of  the  hoard. 

KKI  KitKNCK   AM)   KKADINlJ    UOOMS. 

Tin*  Ki't'Jitly  iiirreasi'd  use  of  the  refereiiee  and  reading  rooms  is  mow 
il.-an  i»l«  nsiiiLT,   xXw  l.'ir^icr  inimhrr  of  peojih*.  yoiiiiK  »nd  ohl.  <*<)iidu>:  ti)  llw' 
iciiiur   iirccssitaiiii^r   I  lie   iilaciii^  of  an   extra    tahlj^  ami   additiomil   elmlrs 
iIuMciii.    A  n';irraM;mnrnt  of  the  staeks  was  also  found  neeessary.    The  only 
disrunra^in^'  fcaiun*  is  the  continued  loss  of  books.    However,  fewer  havi» 
(lisMpiH'.-jnMJ  tills  year  tlnin  usual,  thi*  result  of  the  pns.sa^e  of  an  ordiiiiiuc 
\)\   tlM'  <'niimM>n  ('(niiuil  providinjr  a  heavy  iMMialty  for  injuring  or  tnkiii;: 
a\\;jy  witlioui  iMMMiiissifm.  any  iMM>ks.  i>erh)dien1s.  ete.,  of  the  library.    Otlr-r 
I»i.Mis  WW  ill  li.iiul  f n*  in'i'vcntin;:  tills  loss  of  books  and  It   Is  bopeil  that  in 
tln'    futiirc    iliis    sduicc   of   aiiiioyauee   and    expense    will    1h»   rediirod    to   a 
iKiniiiirni. 

M<ir«'  «linirs  wvyv  n(|\iinMl  and  ]»rovlded  for  the  reading  rooni8  as  a  result 
•  r  iIm'  i!i(  rr.MM'il  \i<«'.  tln'  IM'Wspap^'rs  i>rovided  by  the  IJazette  and  Herald 
l*il»lisiiiii;r  rniiiiiMiiii's,  tfiiretlH'i-  witli  tiie  periodieals  purehased,  belug  the 
;il  li;icl  lull. 

SCHOOL  LIIiKAUlES. 

'i'lic  work  Willi  tlir  scliools  is  pro^rressinj:  favorably  In  all  ways.  liniit«Ml 
niily  1)\  lih'  iin'.iiK  .-It  ((Mimiaiid.  in  addition  to  tlio  ]>la('ing  of  boxesi  of 
sclccir.I  l'.Mtk>i  in  >iiburb:m  sclu»  ii<.  ili<*  siiriv«»s  have  been  <i]»en  to  the 
icjuln'i's  Mil  ;i]l  «MrM'>:i<>ii>  prjict i(;il)l«'.  Sperial  reading  lists  are  al.<i>  kept 
up  inr  ilif  ;is<i>t:iiir«'  (it'  jMipil^  ill  ilic  lii;:li  scii();)is.  includinjs:  the  lns!,>ry 
mill  lih  r.inirc  «1;i^m'<.  ;iiu1  ilicv  jh'mv*'  not  only  helpful  to  the  youn;r  piM>ple 
l»in  nt"  ui-c.ii  ;i-vis;i;in(»'  In  ihr  d<'sk  ;ii tciiii.-iiiK.  in  tills  conneetion.  I  would 
nMoniiiM-inl  iliMi  iln'  nilrs  ]M'riiiitt iii;z  twn  liooks  \o  lie  issued  on  one  eard  to 
lM'r>.tMs  Is  \»';ir>,  dill  nr  nvrr  l>r  .•iiiH'iMhMJ.  so  tliat  i)npils  in  tlie  lii^li  srhools, 
Willi  liir  coii'^riii  K\\'  \\u'\v  p;ii"«'iiis  or  ;:n;irdi;iiis.  may  s»M*ure  two  books,  an 
i'\ii;i  «;n«l  n*  In-  !->ii»(|  lo  tln-iii  .-is  a  srlnM>i.  non-liction  eard.  Had  ilie 
liltijiiy  :i  snlli«i«iii  iiuiiiImt  of  xoluuns,  1  wmild  rrcoiiiiiuMul  tiie  rntire  abol- 
i«<IlIllrMl    «"l'   llH'  MU*'  rrsiririitiii. 

i»i<:i.i\  incv  s'lw'i'ioNs. 

'Tlio  (Irlixri'y  si;iiii»iis  r.-stJiMlslnMl  liu'  tir>t  of  tlic  yc-ir.  on  my  n*eoinnien- 
d.'iiioii.  liMvr  fully  dciiioiistrnitMl  tlirir  immmI.  'l'ln'<r  stntiniis  are  loratt^l  in  the 
rxtrciin'  iiortliiTii.  cMstiMii  Mini  soutlnTii  portions  of  tlu'  city.  Station  No. 
1  is  in  111.'  i:ifr<'«l  Plianiun-y.  L'siM  St.  .loscpli  aveii\H'  i Walker's  addition^. 
Kr.'ink  S.  Kifi-c.l.  proprietor.  StMiioii  .\o.  '1  is  in  Wynit  Park  riiarm:u-y.  '2\\\:\ 
l.Ml'.iytMK'  strrtt  «\Vy;itt  Tarki.  .laeol)  M.  Kock,  manager.  keoiM'i*.  Station 
.\n.  .7  /V  ///  Fcltcnstr'm'fi  IMiarmacy.  <'umnu'iH-lal  siivei  ^SvmWv  Vwvk^  l>r.  IX 
li\    rc/h'iistt'hi.  /»/v;/»ri(tor.    Siati<»ns  \   am\  "2  iwe  \\\  \n*vu\v\v  vv^sUAW^^^^.  t«wS. 
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^  <l\re<»tly  opposite  one.    The  f^entlenien  named  liave  not  only  ffiven  their 

^^Tvlces  free  In  caring  for  the  bookK,  but  liave  sliown  grt^at  interest  in  the 

\V\>niry  work.    Mr.  W.  T.  VanBruut,  uutuager  of  the  street  railway  company, 

^as  jjlveu  all  the  assistance  possible,  collecting  and  delivering  tiie  boxes  of 

b(K»k»  by  railway  employes  at  a  very  small  cost  to  the  library.    Deliveries 

aud  collections   are  made   twice  each   week,   books  being   brought   to   the 

library  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings  and  returned  the  afternoon  of  the  same 

days.    On  the  first  delivery  there  were  but  eight  books;  the  seccmd.  eighteen; 

flilnl,  thirty-seven;  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  about #sixty.    The  total 

number  delivered  to  date  through  the  stations  is  l.(»4().    This  number  would 

have  l>eeu  larger  but  for  the  fact  that  the  stations  are  locattnl  in  tlie  same 

neighborhoods  as  are  the  school  boxes.    The  cost,  outside  the  making  of  the 

lH>xes,  has  been  J^l<>.5().    Arrangements  have  just  been  made  for  establishing 

a  delivery  station  In  the  rooms  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  for  the  exclusive  use  of 

workers  among  young  women.    This  station  will  entail  no  expense  beyond 

providing  the  delivery  box. 

Tliere  is  a  pressing  necessitj'  for  at  least  one  other  station,  on  Soutli  Sixtii 
KtrcH*t.  Applications  have  also  come  in  fnun  Fn»di»rick  avenue  aud  South 
Eleventh  street  for  the  privilege  of  keeping  the  stations  when  established  in 
those  localities. 

APrLU^vTioN  hoxp:s. 

To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  rea<'hing  people  wh<»  for  any  reason  wen» 
dittldent  about  coming  to  the  lil)rary  and  asking  lor  nitplicntion  blanks,  a 
neat.  Inexpensive  hanging  box,  made  of  straw  board,  was  devised,  upon 
which  was  printed  the  following: 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Tenth  and  Sylvanie  Sts. 
BOOKS  LOANED  FREE. 


Take  one  of  these  api)lica lions,  fill  it  out, 
have  some  real  estate  owner  sign  as  your  guur- 
antor,  then  bring  it  to  the  library  and  books 
will  be  loaned  you  without  charge. 

Library  open  from  SilJO  a.  m.,  to  0  p.  ni. 


These   boxes,    tilled    with    blank    apprn-niions.    have    been   i)la(ed    in    X\\v 
larger  factories,  shops  and   stores,   and   the  result   has  proven  eiilln'Iy  sat- 
isfactory.   As  soon  as  the  spring  examinations  iu  the  se\uHA^  wvv^  \^\\v^':^v'^\.  \\ 
box  "wi)}  Ih'  plncod  in  rnch  school,  in  charge  of  the  v^'\uc\v\v\.  \\\\v\  VwWn^  ^V 
b&  made  to  the  pupils,  oxpluinin^  tin*  library  use,  iiuv\  \\  \s  \\ovev\  \w  V\\\^  nn 


U  HEl'ORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

to  get  a  sufticlently  strong  hold  on  the  young  folks  during  the  vacation  period 
to  retain  them  during  the  school  term  for  helpful  reading. 

.irVKNILE  UOOM. 

It  is  daily  l)ec(>mlng  more  apparent  that  the  real  worlv  of  the  public 
library  is  witli  the  youth  of  the  country.  In  order  to  do  this  work  eflCectually. 
especial  attention  must  be  given  it.  We  are  doing  all  ttiat  is  possible  under 
prevailing  conditions,  Init  until  a  juvenile  room  is  provided,  which  the  little 
p(*ople  may  feel  is  their  own,  and  where  they  ma^'  go  to  the  books  on  the 
selection  of  books  such  as  may  be  chosen,  would  result  in  many  more  young 
people  using  tlie  library,  with  great  benellt  to  tliemscives.  and  in  a  sh'^rr 
time  the  percentage  of  fiction  issued  from  tliis  library  would  show  a  la^go 
decrease. 

LOCAL  HISTOUY. 

Of  the  special  W(»rk  of  the  lil)rary.  attention  has  been  given  to  securiuj: 
everything  possible  relating  to  the  history  of  St.  .Toseph.  Buchanan  county 
and  the  Platte  Purchase,  embracing  tin*  Northwestern  counties  of  the  state. 
A  number  of  volumes  have  been  obtained,  including  interesting  histories  of 
Buchanan,  Platte.  Nodoway,  Holt  and  Atchison  counties,  as  well  as  other 
valuable  documents.  It  is  hoped  in  time  to  make  this  featu^^e  of  value.  This 
librarj'  has  the  only  complete  set  of  prlntt^l  city  ordinances  known,  copies 
of  the  first  and  second  volumes  printed  having  ]>een  se(rured  only  last  week. 
It  Is  pleasant  to  announ<-e  that  of  this  <-(ilU ctlon.  all  but  one  volume  were 
presented  to  the  library. 

BOOK  UKNKWALS  BY  TKLKPllONK. 

A  departun*  which  has  seemed  to  ideas*'  the  ])atrons  of  the  library  was 
Instituted  last  fall,  it  being  the  privilege  of  renewing  books  ])y  telephone 
or  postal  card.  The  teh»phoue  has  been  us«h1  largely.  an<l  the  jdan  has  given 
great  satisfaetion.  It  causes  little  or  no  more  work  on  the  part  of  the  attend- 
ants than  would  be  entailed  were  the  books  or  <-ards  brought  to  the  library. 
The  patrons,  however,  are  saved  tlie  walk  uj)  the  hill.  In  nMiewing  books  by 
telephon(N  it  is  HMiuired  that  the  applh-ant  give  name,  nund)er  of  card, 
number  of  book,  and  dat«'  issuetl.  These  are  penciled  an  renewal  slip  blanks. 
I)rinte(l  on  yelh>w  |>a])er.  wliich  are  slrapi>e(l  to  tlie  book  slij).  'I'hese  are  tbe:i 
placed  in  the  slii»  box.  coiintetl  tlie  next  morning  and  idaced  back  in  the  slip 
tray  inider  tlie  date  originally  Issued.  There  is  no  trouble  in  locating  them. 
a!!(l  the  yellow  slip  i»rev<'nts  them  going  on  tlie  fine  list. 

LIBKABY  NOTES. 

Work  at  iho  rJcIivery  desk  has  heew  s\\uvV\^vh\  ^^^:  \\v\v>v\\\\^  v\\^  ^w^-slio 
sj'sfrw.     ^york   is   thus   facilitated,  and  fewev  c\uvy\iN\\\i,  vA^vvi^**  wicva. 
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in  tlie  rules  ro;jcAi'<liii{»  ningaziiie».  tlieHo  now  iK'ing  issucx]'  for 
)f  sevon  days,  accounts  for  the  increase  of  circulation  noted  in 
nt. 

In;:  of  a  "new  book"  shelf  in  close  proximity  to  the  deliver^' 
h  all  new  titles  are  i>la<*ed.  has  been  appreciated  by  the  ]»atronM. 
readily  see  what  new  books  are  in  at  any  time. 
le  year  ail  ilie  books  in  the  circulating  deitartment  have  been 
a  miiform  manner,  the  appearance  of  the  library  l»eing  thereby 
proved. 

'tins,  two  of  four,  one  of  six  and  one  of  eipht  pages,  containing 
l»i)oi;s.   classilied.   were  issued,   the  type  being  furnished,  as 
year,  by  tlie  kindness  of  tlie  Herald  and  (Jazette  rid>lishing 
fter  tlie  lists  had  been  pubiisluMl  in  their  daily  newspapers, 
was  made  to  classify  tin*  tFcrman  books,  but,  owing  to  changes 
iiis  work  was  retard<'d.  ai»oui  one-lialf  r»nly  being  acc<nnplished. 
is  expected  that  tliis  summer  will  witness  its  completion, 
nt  books  were  renrranginl  and  are  now  easily  accessibhs  some 
iiig  of  gr«*at  value.    The  set  of  t'ongressional  Records  is  practl- 
e.  115  v(dumes  being  sccuhmI  during  the  year, 
withdrawn,   whicii   w<M'e  in   lit   comlition.   were  placed   in  the 
•nt  of  the  city,  county  jail,  poor  farm  and  city  workliouse.    A 
agazines,  etc.,  have  also  been  placed  in  tlie  rooms  of  tlu»  police 

'»."ir»  v<dumes  sent  to  the  bindery.  ^^^X^^  were  for  rebinding.  170 
ines.  In  adtlition  to  tliis.  a  large  nunilMT  of  volumes  were 
lie  lii)rary,  sev«'ral  liundred  lieiiig  provid^'d  with  le;ither  baeks, 
prolonging  their  lives. 

its  weri*  gotten  out  as  orcjision  seemed  to  warrant,  ill  ise  of  i^^oks 
r'.    Cul>a,    Alaska    Miid    tlie    Klondike    (•<»untry.    iMMiig    the    most 

le  year  Mr.  Krle  II.  Merriman  and  Miss  Stella  Huslmeli,  of  the 
resigned  t«>  go  to  tin*  HutTalo  library,  their  places  being  lille<l 

firy  class. 

:  Avlll  be  found  <li  elnssirlrd  t.-ible  of  eimilation.  (12i  list  of  period- 

nd  «'»)  donations  nther  ihnn  newsp.-ipers. 

sistants  in  the  library  ww  <lne  my  sincere  tli;inks  in  reetjgnition 

iig  mid  lie.irty  co-operMiioii  in  all  matters  of  library  detail. 

ordial  endorscinrnt  and  support  of  any  plans  jn'oposed  for  tlie 
of  the  library  or   its   \vorJ<,    for   their   nnivrrsjil   kindness   jind 

members  of  tli(»  board  of  <lirectoi"s  havo  pljiced  me  under  many 

K<'spect fully   submittiMl. 

IMKI)   H.   WKKJllT, 
ii,  M(K,  May  1,  1S1>S.  Librarian. 


■  Ul  inn-oiiT  Of  FiiKt:  ri  iiuc  r.ntft.mv 

STATE  OF  HISBOUItl. 

COBXTT  OF  BrCBANAN, 

Before  me,  V.  S.  Grant  Peabody,  a  notarr  pnUic  In  and  flor  Q 
atoroBsId.  pervouallj'  ai^eared  Piird  B.  Wrlflit.  UbrartsD  of  tbe  Pne  F^^i^ 
IiItwuT  of  the  City  of  St.  Joaeph,  Mo.,  and  made  oatli  tbat  tbe  <Mttfl 
flgnres  herein  relattug  to  receipts  and  espeadltuiea.  conteats  of  Ubrarj  ibI  1 
books  added,  are  eoifect  to  tlie  b^t  of  lila  knowlodco  and  beUet 
[8UI.1  U.  8.  QBAMT  PSABODX- 

CommlHloii  ezptrea  Feb.  IS.  1900.  Notary  PQbUe. 
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(i)  LIST  OB"  PERIODICALS  TAKEN. 


gUAUTKKLY. 

1     CycloiKU'dlt'  lU'vit'w  of  CiiiTt»iU 
History. 


1 

1 

1 

1 
•* 

1 
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1 
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MONTHLY. 

Auu'i'icjiii  Electrician. 

America n  Teacher. 

♦Aiueri<-an   Medical  Journali'iL 

Art  Amateur. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Hlack woods  Magazine. 

Hookman. 

Century. 

Cosmopolitan. 

Cnmlative  Index. 

CurnMit   Llt«M-ature. 

Eclectic  Majrazine. 

Educational  Kcview. 

Fire  and  Water.     KJift.) 

Forum. 

llari)er's. 

Harper's  Round  TaMe. 

Inland  Frintcr. 

Ladies'   Home  .Iourn:il. 

Land  of  Sunsliiiii'.    Hiift). 

Lil»rary  .lonruMl. 

Lij>pinci)t  t's, 

Liter;ii*y  News. 

McCliirc's. 

Mnciiiillnn's. 

'•Mcdic.il    IlcinM. 

Mission.'irv       llcview      of      the 

\V(»r]<l! 
Muiiscy's. 
New   Ens-^lnnd. 
XiMMh  AiiH'rinm   Itcvicw. 

<  hiiini;. 

<  ivcrl.ind. 
l'(»p\i];ir  Srieiicc. 
Ful)ji<-  Libraries. 
Review  of   Ri'view> 

St.    NiellnJMS. 

Scril»nei*"s. 

*\'e.i:el;iriMii. 

*\Vestei-n   l-'niii  (Jrower. 


SEMIMONTHLY. 


1      I)i:ii. 


WEEKLY 


1     AmericMM.     «(;ift>. 

1     .Vtlienenin.   Lmidon.  En!J:l;ind. 

1     *Cliristian  liitellitrent  er. 

1     Cliristian     Science     .loiM'nal. 

<<;ift). 
/    Critic 


1  *  Democrat- Lever,     Tlatl 

Mo. 

2  En^imn^ring  Record.    (G 
1    Harper's  Bazar. 

1    Harper's  AVeekly. 

1    ♦I.ieader.  Plattsburg,  Mo 

1    Leslie's  Weekly. 

1     Illustrated  American. 

1    *  Interstate   (xrocer.    Si. 

Mo. 
1    *Journal     of     Commer 

Joseph. 
1    Journal  of  Education. 
1    *L.   A.   W.   Bulletin   an 

Roads. 
1    ♦Ohio  Merchant.  Clevel 
1    Outl(»ok. 

1    Parish  Message.    UliftJ 
1    FuMic  Opinion. 
1    Fuldisher's  Weekly. 
1    School  Journal. 
1    S<*ientilic  Ann»rican. 
1     Scientific      American 

nient. 
1    *Shne  and  Leather  (Saz 

Louis. 
1     ♦The  Trader.  <E1  (^oniei 

Mexico.  Mex. 
1     ♦Trade  Re'i  t  r.  Seu'le 
1     WesttM'u  Electrician 
1     Youth's  (^^ml)anion. 

DAILY   NEWSFAI»E1{ 

(  I)<)imt<»(l  l)y  IIi'r:il«l  and  (}nz4>tt(>  V 

•Vtlantji  (Ga.)  J<nirnal. 
I'nllimore  <Md.)  N<»ws. 
Itrooklyn  tN.   Y.)  Times. 
l»nlTnl(»  (N.  \.)  Eveniujir  N\m 
Cn inenm  (Mo.)  Daily  Sun. 
Chic.itrij  (111.)  Times-Herald. 
Cliillicoilie  (M()»  Constitution 
< 'oiiirrrssionMl    Record    (cour 
CiHi^M-essmMii  C.  F.  ViM'h 
]>enver  (C(do.i  Repid»lican. 
Des  Moines  (\i\.\  Register. 
1  >«'s  Moines  «Ia.i  Capital. 
Deiroii    (Mi<-h.»  .lournal. 
I'l'eeixnM    illl.>    Democr;lt. 
H.'inniitM]   iMo.i  .loiUMial. 
.TjK-lxsniville  «F1m.i  Timcs-Fi 
.letTer<nii  Ciiv  (Moj  Tril>un»* 
K.-msjis  Ciiy  <K;ni.»  (Jazette. 
L<'avtM)Worll»  (K:in.»  Stnndar 
LeaveiiwoiMli  (K:in.>  Times. 
Los  Anireles  iCm1.»  Express. 
L«)Uisville  <Kv.»  Coorier-Joir 
^finncapolis  (Minn.i  Tribune 


I      .  • 


•  '  .^.l" 
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hlBi  OF  PfiBIODICALS  TAKSN-CootU 


DAILY  N£WSFAPER8. 

York  Mail  and  Ezpres.^. 

ta  (Xeb.  Bee. 

iwa  (la.)  Courier. 

lelphia  (Pa.)  LedKer. 

lelpliia  <Pa.)  Times. 

ilx  (Ariz.)  RepublicniL 

"randsco  (Gal.)  Bnlletin. 

a  (Mo.)  Capital. 

a  (Mo.)  Democrat. 

:fleld  (Masa.)  Republican. 

»8eph    (Mo)    Herald.    (Herall 

b.  Co.) 

leph  (Mo.)  News.    (New.4  Ph->. 

.) 

lepb  (Mo.)  Volkablatt.  (Pucti ) 

sepb  (Mo.)  Live  Stock  Jour- 

L    (PnbB.) 

nis  (Mo.)  Chronicle. 

nia  (Mo.)  Globe- Democrat. 

ni8  (Mo.)  Republic. 

»  (O.)  Blade. 

ngton  (D.  C.)  Poat 

Superior  (Wis.)  Led|?er. 

OF  MBDICAL  JOURN.\LS. 

?d  by  the  St.  Joseph  Acarlom}' 

Medicine. 

It  and  Neurokij;iftt. 

?an  Medical  Review. 

yan  Metiico-Surjflcnl  Bi'llelin 

I  of  Surgery. 

eH  of  Pedintricfl. 

>  MiHlical  and  Surj^icnl  .Toiir- 


Bulletiu  of  the  American  Academy 

of  Medicine. 
Chica^  Medical  Recorder. 
Denver  Medical  Times. 
International  Journal  of  Surgery. 
Iowa  Medical  Journal. 
Journal  of  the  American   Medic  t1 

Association. 
Journal    of    Nervous    and    Men^al 

Diseases. 
Kansas  City  Med'cai  Index. 
Kansas  City  Medical  Record. 
Kansas  Medical  Journal. 
Lan^sdale's  Lancet. 
Matthews*  Medical  Quarterly. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Rt^porter. 
Medical  BuUetin. 
Medical  Fortnightly. 
Medical  Mirror. 
Medical  News. 
Medical  Record. 
Medical  Review. 
Medicine. 

New  York  Medlcnl  Journal. 
New  York  PolycJinlc. 
North  American  Practitioner. 
Occidental  Medical  Times. 
Omaha  Clinic. 
Pacific  Medical  Review. 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Inebriety. 
St    IjOuIr    Medical    and    Surgical 

Journal. 
Sanitarian. 

University  Medical  Masrazlne. 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly. 
Wcir'R  Index  to  \hv  Medicil  Press 
Wt»8tern  Medical  Review. 
Yale  Medical  Journal. 


IlKI'OUr  fif  FKKK  J'I'HIJC  uhrarv 
(S)~IK>NATIONS. 


AiTaaaTlniititiits,  CliicuBo.  III. 
Swk.  Joarrli  M-Vbilndelphi]..  I'f 
BeDilnr,  Joliii  ('.,  SI.  JcVph,  Mo. 


Brown.',  I     -       ■*t,.r..wi.lj,Mn.  ,....,-- 

Bn«al(>(N.  V.i  l.ilimry      

Bullnnl,  Ba*.  Uuarr  tL,  Bt.  J<wi>|ili,  Hi>.  .   .   . 
Kurliiti,  James,  St.  Joaeph,  tin. .  ....... 

OanH'Kie  Library,  Pittabuiuli,  Pn 

rnrin-iitsr'B  Cnmiwar,  HhtlwIeMia.  Pii. 
Cl.-vl«Ml,IO.lBo«aorE.kn.lii™    ;.■■■■ 
i'aehim     Hon.  ('.  F    Wnslilnctnn  U.  T. . 


.)  ¥tbb  Puhlir  lAhtMJ     .  .  ■ 


HoDkii 
Bnd-o 


-'r 

Mhr;,"' 

frnt 

I...nl..ii 

fciiSWil 

•a 

Mm.  r.. 

MtPOMT  OF  FSMB  PUBUO  tJMMAET 


NAUE 

J 

i 

L 
i 
1 

HO 

a 

5-'""'"p-grfe%,ssss-<^"*    ....    

Wrwhl,  Purd  B..  St.  Jcaaph.  Ho 

Zi  KEl'ORT  OF  FRUE  PUBLIC  IIBUXRY 


REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


1 


7'o  thv  lh,(inl  of  li'irvctuift  t,f  thv  Fnr  Publir  Ijihrarff: 

(iKNTiKMKM  As  nM|uirtMl  by  law.  thv  tinniu-o  oomiiiittiH'  herewith  submits 
lor  your  considiTntioii  n  roport  of  the  receipts  and  expeuditureH  of  the  Free 
l^ublle  Library  for  the  year  t'liding  April  'SiK  l.S{»8: 

SPECIAL  I'MJND-UECEirTS. 
(.'•>neftions  received  from  lil)rariaii $    32r»  <K» 

DLSlU'ltSEMENTS. 

Di'posiled    witii    city   treasurer $    3U0  00 

I'.alaiice  in  lian<l  Hoard  treasurer • 25  00  $    32r»  00 


(;j:m:i:ali)  i  rND-UECEirTS. 

lialancc  in  liaiids  city  treasurer  May  1.  ISt)? JF    250  30 

Collected  to  April  1  from  apportionment  of  Jj»7,rMM) TJ-IS  77 

l»eln)sitiMl  by  Uoard  treasurer  fnuu  library  collections.  ,.  .      IHH)  iH\  $7»70l>  13 


i:xn:Ni)iTrKEs. 

Mniitldy  bills  .IS  p«M-  voucliers .57,ri2*.>  03 

Aniuuii!    wiHidrawii   by   Cniiiinoii   Council 30  (K> 

r.Mlniice  in  hands  city  Ire.-isurer 40  20  .$7.70l>  13 

Tln'  liliiMrx  is  als-i  ml  it  led  to  its  |>r.»i»()rt  i.>n  of  the  city  colleetioiis  from 
Ajiril  1  1(»  r.».  uliifh  is  no!  inrluded  in  the  rec»Mi)ts  as  above.  Steps  will  Im? 
taken  to  set'  HiMi  ilir  libi'Mry  receives  its  ijroprr  share. 

Inder  I  lie  ri'viscd  by-laws,  the  library  year  now  ch»ses  with  that  of  tlie 
<ity.  an<l  no  tronblt*  will  be  exprrienct-d  hereafter  with  vexatious  halinu*es. 
which  hav«'  always  bmi  a  source  of  trouble  ;ind  annoyance. 

The  prop'isiiion  to  increase  tin  propi»rrion  of  taxes  allotted  tln^  Library 
ha\in.i:  laih-d  to  carry.  Nour  committee  met.  by  Mppoiutment.  the  tiiinuet* 
cnmiiiiiiee  of  the  Ciunmon  Coumil,  asked  for  and  was  .u:ranted  an  apportion- 
ment of  .^T.l-Min  for  the  ensuin;:  year. 

The  accnunts  ()f  the  treasurer  .:id  librarian  have  been  cheeked  aud  found 
to  be  (.'orrect. 

Uespect fully   submitted. 

Wm.  II.  MOKLOCK. 
CIIAS.   A.   rFEIFFEU. 

1A\.\\\^  ^\.  's^vvv\\. 

.l///.r  J.   IStfS.  VWvAUco  V^muu\vv^i1^. 
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REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 


T't  ihr  Bttard  of  Dim-torM  of  the  Free  Puhlic  lAhrnry: 

<iEXTLEMEN:  Au  exninliiatloii  of  the  books  in  tlu»  IJbrary  shows  their 
condition  to  be  as  pood  as  their  verj'  hirjje  use  will  permit.  Classiticatiou  of 
th<»  Cwornian  departnieut  i)r(»jjresses  favorably.  The  relabelinjj:  in  uiiiforni 
manner  of  all  volumes  in  the  cireulatinj?  department  has  addcMl  much  to  the 
npiw^* ranee  thenH)f,  while  the  n»arranjrement  of  th(»  iLCovernment  books  will 
make  them  more  readily  acce.**sible.  Improvements  in  the  n»ferenee  room 
hIiouIcI  be  appreciated  by  the  users  thereof. 

Two  ehanjjes  in  the  library  foree  occurred  dnrinj;  the  year,  Mr.  Erie  II. 
Merriinan  and  Miss  Stella  Bushnell  resijjjninj;  to  accept  positions  in  tht» 
BiifTalo  lil)rary.    Miss  Kudoni  Martin  and  Miss  Miranda  Olds,  w<»re  appointed 

from  tli4*  library  class  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

« 

T1h»  work  of  the  library  staff  has  been  such  as  to  meet  our  hearty 
approval. 

Respectfully  subndtted, 

KAIITON  PITTS. 
J.  W.  ATWILL. 
.INO.  l)K(M.ri]. 
AdniinistratiDH  (':)niniittee. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  ihc  Jfoiird  of  Dircttors  uf  the  Fnr  Puhlir  lAhnu'ii: 

CJknti.emen:  Durinjr  tlie  year  just  closed  2.r><;*j  volunn^s  were  juldiMl  ti» 
the  library,  as  follows:  DonariDUs  «-l;issiti<Ml,  7r»;  pcrindic.ils  bjuiul.  iss-. 
niiniW*rod  84W,  S4l  wearlnjr  out,  17  lost  and  p;iid  for.  wiih  in  nn.icc  miitr.l 
foi*.  Tlie  library  contains  at  tlie  i>res('nt  time  14.S.">i)  voluuics.  ll.ll.'J  IxMUjr 
In  the  circulating?  department.  l..'»S7  in  the  n'tcnMnc  idnn.  \\\u\  i!.:i.V.) 
in  tlM!  (jJovernment  department.  All  purcliascs  in:i«lr  nu't  with  tlir  :ii)i>rov:il 
of  tlio  committee. 

Continued  care  has  l»een  (Wercised  in  tin'  selection  of  hooks,  the  etTort 
iM-iUK  to  purchase  oidy  tliose  of  the  better  class,  r.ack  of  ineMns  prevented 
the*  piir<'has(»  of  many  volunu*s  iie<M'ssary  for  a  library  for  students  in  special 
lilies,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  ^riMieral  worker  may  be  well  provided  fi>r. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  ATWILL. 
II.   K.  WHITE. 
J.  L.  LAWLFiSI?.. 


.•».-■--.,    1 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEB. 


7'o  the  Hoard  of  DirvvturH  of  the  Fnr  Public  iAhraiff: 

<2kntlkmkn:  Your  <'otnniith'o  on  UtilhliuK  nud  Oronnds  herewith  Mib* 
iiiitM  a  report  of  tlic  exiHMiditiireR  in  the  depnrtineiit  under  their  charge  daring 
tlu»  your,  as  nMniInnl  by  tho  by-lnws: 

U(  nt .IF  409  40 

Janitor    240  00 

Insurance  90  00 

Fuel   108  24 

Furniture   181  H5 

Repairs   0  60 

Water    40  00 

lee    ^. 4  40  111,078  4B 

'IMie  iiK-reased  exp(>n<1iture  in  tlie  furniture  nc^count  was  occasioned  bf 
tlie  necessity  for  l)oolv  eas(>s,  tal>los  and  clinlrR.  In  thig  regard  the  Ifbfaij 
is  now  fairly  well  eipiipped. 

During:  tlie  y(>ar  the  eonnnittee  and  tlie  librarian  socnreil  from  the  owners 
of  the  buihiin;;  nee<h>(l  IniprovtMiients  in  the  way  painting,  papering  and  a 
n(»w  liot-Jilr  furnace.  Heretofore  the  library  has  b€»en  heated  bj-  stoves  and 
grates.    A  snviri;:  of  .5sr).:{ri  was  efTected  in  fuel. 

'I'he  I*»«>jinl  continues  uiuler  oblijratlons  to  the  Board  of  Park  Gommls- 
sioiirrs  jiiid  I'nrk  Snpi'rliitcndcnt  Unu  for  iilants  with  which  the  grounds  are 
mnilr  very  Mtir.iciivc.  Tin*  interest  of  David  McKinney.  the  janitor.  In  the 
r.-irr  of  tlic  iriNninds,  continues. 

U(»speci  fully  submit ttKl, 

(^HAS.  A.   PFEIPFER. 
Wm.  II.  MORLOriv. 
.1.  T..  LAWLESS. 
l?uil(lin>:  and  (Jrounds  (?omniitt€H\ 
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OFFICERS 

President  , John  OeCltK 

Vice-President Rev.  J.  L.  Lawless 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Charles  A.  Pfeiffer 


Term  Expiring  1899. 

H.  K.  White. 
Charles  A.  Pfeiffer, 
Rev.  J.  L.  Lawless. 


DIRECTORS. 

Term  Expiring  igoa 

John  DeClue, 
L.  M.  Smith, 
James  A.  McEvoy, 


Term  Expiring  1901. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Riler. 
John  M.  Stewait 
Chartca  P.  CarsUl. 


COMMITTEES. 

LIRRARV — White,  Lawless  and  McEvoy. 
AUMINJSTRATIOX— DcCluc,  Stewart,  Smith. 
BUILDIN'GS  AND  GROUNDS— Lawless,  Riley,  Pfeiffer, 
FINANCE— Pfeiffer.  Smith.  Cargill. 
BL-LAWS— McEvoy.  White.  Stewart. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 

Purd  B.  Wright.  Librarian. 

Lulu  C  Senter.  Assistant  Librarian. 

Assistants — Annie    M.     Perry,    Cornelia    L. 
Miranda  Olds. 

Messenger — Roy  Whitmore. 


Rathbun.    Eudora    Martin. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  governing 
Free  Public  Libraries,  I  herewith  present  the  Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  18$^. 

The  reports  of  the  officers,  committees  and  librarian,  presented  herewith, 
show  what  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year.  While  the  circulation 
of  books  was  not  so  large  as  the  year  before,  nor  the  growth  of  the  library 
so  extensive,  moet  excellent  reasons  are  given  why  it  could  hardly  be  other- 
wise. On  account  of  the  epidemic  during  the  year,  the  library  was  closed 
two  weeks,  which  naturally  decreased  its  use,  while  the  money  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Board  of  Directors  being  less  than  for  several  years,  prevented 
the  purchase  of  as  many  books  as  heretofore.  The  members  of  the  Board, 
however,  fee!  that  they  have  done  the  best  possible  with  the  means  under  their 
control,  and  express  themselves  as  satisfied  with  the  results. 

As  a  result  of  the  natural  g^rowth  of  the  library,  although  necessarily  slow, 
the  present  quarters  are  beginning  to  cramp  the  work  attempted  to  be  done. 
The  Board  of  Directors  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  quar- 
ters more  suitable  for  modern  library  work  may  be  secured. 

It  is  felt  that  the  people  generally  are  beginning  to  realize  the  real  value 
of  the  library  'from  a  purely  educational  standpoint,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
vast  help  it  gives  in  school  work.  This  is  one  of  the  favorable  conditions 
evolved  from  adverse  circumstances. 

A  summary  of  the  reports  submitted  herewith  shows  that  the  library 
now  contains  17,256  volumes,  a  gain  for  the  year  of  1,455.  Circulation  for 
the  twelve  months  past,  105,717. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  DeCLUE. 
St.  Joseph,  Ma,  May  i,  1899.  President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


To  ihc  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

GentleiiKMi:     Hcrewitli   is  submitted  a  detailed   report    of    the    fin3 
transactions  uf  the  Board  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April   17,   1899: 


,iO\a^ 


SPFCIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 


(Accruing  from   collections  for  fines,  sale  of  catalogues  and  from  u 
miscellaneous   r(ceii)ts.   collected  by  the    Libn  rian,   minus  amounts  paid 
by    the    Librarian    for    incidental    expenses,    principally    for    postage,    exp* 
charges  and   similar   minor   expenditures:   the   statement   of  these  collect  "* 
r.inl  di>bnrM.'Mu  nis  bring  rendered  by  the  Librarian  to  the  Bocrd  of  Direc"  ' 
at  their  monthly  meeting,  and  the  suri)lus  of  the  amount  of  money  so  col  "J 
ed   is  turned   over  to   the  Treasurer  of  the   Board  and  accounted  tor  m 
statement ) : 


*?ut 

^  ct- 
-    liij. 


SLKCL\L   REVl'XUL  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE   A.- 


I 

H()H. 

Apr. 

1-1- 

K 

May 

IJ. 

\< 

Jime 

0. 

K 

July 

i.^ 

K 

Aug. 

I  I. 

\< 

Sei)t 

S. 

\< 

Oct. 

13 

]< 

Nov. 

10. 

i< 

1 

s. 

S(j(). 

\< 

Jan. 

IJ. 

K 

Feb. 

10. 

R 

Mnr. 

(i. 

\< 

Apr. 

L^. 

R 

Ri.or!vc<l  I'li'iii  Purd  1>.  Wright,  librarian, 

krrcivcil  fmni  I'urd  15.  \\"riL;ht.  librarian. 

<oi.i\((l  from  Pnrd  P..  \\'ri.L;lit.  librarian. 

rotivr'l  t'roni  Purd  !>.  WriLibi.  librarian. 

<rii\t(l  ir-'iii  Pr.r.l  !>.  W  ri^li;.  librari:in. 

eccivrd  fi'Mii  I'md  \\.  W'rmlit.  libr.-rian. 

iiHiwd  tr'tiii  I'lird  15.  W'nglii,  librarian. 

<ci;\c<l  from  i'nnl  15.  W'niilit,  librarian. 

'.^■<':\i'l  in '111  i'ui-.l  15.  W'r-ijli;,  librarian. 

trcivt'd  frniii  Pdid  15.  W  ri-lit.  librarian. 

(■i-ci\f(l  I'lnni  Pnrd  15.  \\'ii-!:t.  librarian. 

rro;\rd  ir-.m  I'urd  1*.  \\'riL;lit,  librarian. 

l\i-tTi\(-(l  Maun  Purd  15.  W'n.ubl.  librarian. 


$2fri 


J- 

2: 
3f 


25 

21 


00 

00 

CX3 

00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 

00 

400 


$340 
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?ECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— DISBURSEMENTS- 
SCHEDULE  B. 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph $  25  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  cx) 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  cx) 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 35  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bajik  of  St.  Joseph 28  cx) 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 28  cx) 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 25  cx) 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 28  00 

Deposited  with  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph 21  00 


$340  00 

Withdrawn,  bein^  amount  of  check  favor  of  Rice  D.  Gilkcy,  City 
urer.  to  meet  April  vouchers  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
illy  provided  for  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph, 

$i.S4  69 

m  hand,  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph $185  31 

:RAL  RKVENUK  ACCOUNT—RKCKIPTS   -SCHIiDULE  C. 

ipt*;  from  collections  upon  an  apportionment  nuide  by  the  Common 
)f  the  City  of  St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  of  $7.JOO.oo.  and  placed  to  the  credit 
ee  Public  Library: 

^^ctions $3,974  00 

ections    *. 340  77 

ctions   . 279  14 

ollections   452  34 

r  collections   378  yz 

collections    \^^2i  74 

r  collections    413  06 

r  collections    187  34 

olleciions 200  88 

collections    228  81 

)llections   214  56 

rom  sinking  fund   82  65 

From   special   roveiuu'  .iccount    154  69 
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GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— DISBURSEMENTS- 
SCHEDULE  D. 

Expenditures,  embracing  salaries,  rent,  fuel,  water,  purchase  of  books 
and  magazines,  cost  of  binding  and  printing,  and  for  the  purchase  of  library 
supplies,  as  detailed  in  the  separate  vouchers  on  file  with  the  City  Auditor  of 
the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

1898. 

May  vouchers   $  545  59 

June  vouchers   490  85 

July  vouchers  625  85 

August  vouchers  656  1 1 

September  vouchers   498  63 

October  vouchers   619  67 

November   vouchers    836  18 

December  vouchers  554  69 

1899- 
January  vouchers   655  84 

February  vouchers  655  71 

March  vouchers    567  29 

April   vouchers    554  69 


$7,261    10 

GENERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT- RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  A. 

GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

The  City  of  St.  Joseph,   Mo.,  should  have  placed  to  the  credit  of  the   Free 
Public  Library,  at  the  beginning  of  this  fiscal  yecr,  the  sum  of  money 
due  it  from  the  previous  year,  towit: 
Amount  of  money  borrowed  by  Common  Council  and  not  replaced.  .$  30  00 

Balance  due  on  account  of  collections,  1897-98 49  20 

All  of  collections  to  the  credit  of  Free  Public  Library  from  April 

I   to   19,   1898 17637 


^255  57 
The  Finance  Committee,  together  with  the  Librarian,  waited  upon  the 
Finance  Ccnnmittee  of  the  Common  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  sought  to  have  this  sum  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  because  the  sum  mentioned  was  wrongfully  withheld,  but  the  effort 
proved  unsuccessful. 

The  apportionment  made  the  previous  year  was  $7,500:  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Common  Council  reduced  the  appt)rtionment  to  the  credit  of 
the  I'ree  Pu])lic  Library  to  the  sum  of  $7,200  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  but 
placed  to  our  credit  only  the  sum  of  $7.to().4I,  leaving  another  balance  due 
the  Free  Public  Library  of  $93-59.  f>r  a  total  sum  of  $349.16  for  the  past  two 
years.  RespeclluUy  submitted, 

May  I,   i8gg,  .  Tt^aa»>ax^'v. 
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F  MISSOURI,!       . 
of  Buchanan,  j^* 

ne.  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  County  af ore- 
ally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
f  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
hat  the  facts  and  figures  above  set  forth  are  correct  to  the  best 
ledge  and  belief, 
nder  my  hand  and  seal  this  4th  day  of  May,  1899. 

J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public, 
imission  expires  Nov.  13th,  1901. 
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To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  hibnij  of  the  (^  d  ^ 

Joseph,  Mo: 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Board,  I  herewith  piw^j 
the  Ninth  Annual  Report  0<  the  Librarian,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Af" 
3f>.  1899: 

The  year  has  been  an  unusual  one  in  the'  history  of  the  librwy,  i 
as  the   conditions   with   which  it   has  contended  were  aomewhftt  out  of  ^  ? 
ordinary.     The  beginning  o(  the  Spanish -American  war  affected  the  ci 
tion  oi  this  library,  as  it  did  that  of  all  libraries  of  which  report!  htw  a 
to  hand.     With   the  ceasing  of   hostilities,  library  work  resumed  il 
course,  and  the  issue  of  books  for  September,  1898,  showed  the  first  inc 
reported  for  several  months.    Our  trouble  was'  scarcely  over,  howercfi ' 
at  this  time  cases  of  diphtheria  became  quite  numerous,  and  in  Octobtf  * 
was  declared  epidemic  fay  the  board  of  health.    Notwithstanding  the  bMV 
reports  were  being  received  by  the  library  from  the  healtth  department  V 
each  day,  and  that  every  precaution  was  being  taken  to  prevent  the  «p»« 
of  the  disease  through  library  books,  the  health  officer  deemed  il  advisa**       ^ 
thai  the  issue  of  books  for  home  use  be  discontinued,  and  dosed  the  'ib'**^'' 
tor  a  period  of  two  weeks  (Oct.  24-Nov.  5),  the  public  schools  being  cl"**^ 
during  the  same  period.     No  books  were  issued  during  this  time,  the  refer*"**^  J 
and  reading  rooms  being  kept  open  lor  use  of  adults  only.    While  this  cM>*     . 
a  material  reduction  in  the  circul.Uion  lor  the  year,  the  greatest  harm  risul*- 
from  many  timid  people  not  using  [he  library  through  fear  of  contagion  »• 
the  disease  had  abated.     The  hcalih  officer  not  only  approved  but  cheerf* 
aided  to  the  extent  of  his  power  in  all  plans  for  the  protection  of  the  libr^ 
In   reaching  the   class   of  people   last   mentioned,  much   of   the  library   v^' 
must  be  done  over.     While  all  of  these  readers  have  not  reluraed,  they 
slowly  doing  so.     Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  the  work  of  the  ye»-' 
not  without  some  most  encouraging  features. 

While   the    number    of   volumes   issued   for   home    use   was   but    I04r  - 
a  decrease  of  11,884  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  use  of  book^ 
the  reference  room  from  the  circulating  department  was  gratifying,  the 
crease  being  about  8  per  cent.     An  interesting  feature  of  the  circttlation 
tistics  is  that  of  the  total  decrease  noted.   11,767  was  in  fiction,  and 
lional  decrease  in  the  lighter  current  periodicals,  thus  presenting  a  gain 
other  classes.     The   most   noticeable   change   is   in   the   percentages   coliu 
fiction  declining  2.14  per  cent,  while  other  classes  show  gains,  this  be. 
especially  marked  in  history,  literature  and  travel. 

The  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  active  use  is  4,2)44.  a  slight  decrei 
This  condition  is  possibly  accounted  for  by  the  failure  of  many  to  ren 
cards  which  expired  during  the  epidemic,  and  by  the  further  fact  that 
cards  held  in  South  St.  Joseph,  outside  the  city  limits,  and  not  paid  fi 
were  called  in.  This  little  suburb  had  heretofore  been  permitted 
library,  but  its  rapid  growth  and  the  large  increase  in  the  call  for  cards  catnap 
a  3tricl  eafoTcemeat  of  the  rules.    This  iras  done  on  »c<^o>»<,v  o\  ^w         '' 
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library  to  meet  the  demands  of  those  legally  entitled  to  its  use. 
fing  the  entire  expense  of  conducting  the  library  to  home  circula- 
:ost  per  volume  issued  was  6.9  cents. 

lolumes  in  the  circulating  department,  exclusive  of  current  period- 
?  issued  from  the  library  an  average  slightly  in  excess  of  eight  times, 
isions  to  the  library  during  the  year  numbered  1807,  of  which  97 
ated.  236  periodicals  hound,  13 14  purchased,  and  160  deposited  by 
;d  Sutes  government.  Withdrawals  for  the  same  period  were  352. 
le  net  increase  1455  volumes.  Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  the 
7,226,  classed  as  follows:     Circulation,  13,034;  reference,  1,703:  gov- 

2,519. 

delivery  stations  have  demonstrated  their  popularity,  5.592  volumes 
en  circulated  through  them.  The  stations  continue  as  heretofore,  in 
Addition,  Wyatt  Park  and  South  Park,  deliveries  being  made  twice 
<.  as  at  first  inaugurated.  The  use  of  the  stations  increases  steadily, 
d  be  more  marked  if  deliveries  could  be  arranged  for  oftener. 
i^rank  S.  Elfred,  J.  S.  Kock  and  Dr.  D.  W.  Feltenstein  show  their 
1  the  library  by  continuing  as  keepers  of  the  stations. 

romparativcly  few  volumes  that  could  be  spared  from  the  library  for 
in  the  schools  through  means  of  school  boxes,  necessitated  some 
angcment,  as  it  was  deemed  unfair  to  place  all  the  copies  of  certain 
d  popular  books  in  a  few  schools,  thus  depriving  pupils  of  other 
who  might  come  to  the  library,  of  any  of  these  books.  To  remedy 
T  as  possible,  a  list  of  books  was  prepared,  being  arranged  by  classes, 
itated,  making  a  printed  pamphlet  of  twenty  pages,  of  which  3,500 
ere  distributed  among  the  pupils  of  the  old  first,  second  and  third 
low  the  eighth,  seventh  and  sixth).  The  library  staff  was  assisted 
sk  of  selection  by  committees  of  three  teachers  each,  appointed  at 
•st,  by  Prof.  E.  B.  Necly,  superintendent  of  the  public  schools;  the 
e  being  represented  by  Misses  Brennan.  Peale  and  Cole;  the  second 
^  Schniitz  and  Wall  and  Mrs.  Horn:  and  tlio  third  by  Misses  Senter 
ly  and  Mrs.  McClelland.  To  give  these  lists  a  fair  trial  no  books 
:ed  in  the  schools.  Results  have  proven  the  success  of  the  plan, 
iciuest  of  teachers  an  extended  list  will  be  prepard  for  the  ensuing 
ar.  Boxes  ai  bo'>k>  will  r.Un  be  placed  in  certain  sclmols  which  are 
ved  from  the  library  or  tlie  delivery  stations.  The  work  with  the 
)o\  continues  satisfactory,  new  lists  being  prepared  for  the  different 
ch  year. 

ttempt  to  interest  the  yonn^^er  j.:eneration  in  books  other  than  mere 
csulttd  in  the  experiment  of  placin;^  all  the  l)(.>oks,  periodicals  and 
;n  the  library  relating  to  natural  history  in  the  directors*  room  and 
it  open  for  tliree  days.  Tlie  daily  new-papers  kintUy  gave  space  to 
ments  of  "Nature  Day  :it  the  Library."'  atul  the  result  was  that, 
le  fact  that  it  was  advertised  but  a  few  days,  the  room  was  crowded 
rested  little  folks.  The  experinu  nt  proved  so  sati^factr^ry  that  it 
epeated  this  year  directly  after  the  summer  vacati(jn  begins,  but  on 
omprehensive  scale. 

ugh  the  kindness  r>f  Mr.  F.  Thomas  Ransom,  of  this  city,  chief  clerk 
issouri  Geological  Department,  the  library  has  oblamviOL  vw?lw^'  ^^V-a-V^ 
ns  which  it  had  been  unable  heretofore  to  secure.    TV\e,  vjotV  ouV 


lo  REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

lined  for  the  ensuing  year  includes  the  cataloging  and  making  accessible  to 
the  public  the  Missouri  collection. 

Mr.  E.  O.  Wild,  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  has  placed  the  library 
under  obligations  by  aidinj;  it  to  secure  Warner's  Library  of  the  World's  Best 
Literature."  in  thirty  volumes.  Other  donations  of  especial  value  were  from 
Joseph  Lodge  No.  72.  i.  O.  B.  B,.  and  the  American  Book  Co. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  "Supplement  to  the  classified  list  of  the 
circulating  department."  comprising  additions  from  July  i,  1896,  to  April  1. 
i8g8.  was  issued,  Ix'ing  printed  from  the  linotype  slugs  furnished  the  library 
by  the  Gazette  and  Herald  Publishing  Companies  for  bulletins,  after  use  in 
the  re>pcctivc  newspapers.  During  the  year  four  bulletins  of  new  books 
have  been  issued.  cnini)iled  from  newspaper  lists  as  heretofore  reported,  the 
slugs  being  furnished  by  the  newspai)ers  named.  All  the  newspapers  of  the 
city  have  shown  a  warm  interest  in  the  library  and  its  work,  publishing  an- 
nounconiint^  frr>ni  time  lo  time  as  matters  of  news.  The  fiction  shelf  list 
of  the  library  having  been  originally  written  in  books,  has  caused  considerable 
trou])le  and  annr»yance.  It  having  been  found  necessary  to  prepare  a  new 
shelf  ]i>^t.  car<ls  were  adopte<l.  and  the  list  is  now  completed,  and  it  is  hoped 
and  l)tlitvc(l  will  cau^e  no  trouble  in  the  future.  New  shelf  lists  will  also  be 
made  for  the  reference  room. 

A  fiature  recently  inaugurated  was  the  preparation  of  "sick  r«.>om  collec- 
tions." being  numbers  ni  illustrated  papers,  magazines,  etc.,  for  use  especially 
by  convalescents.  While  these  collections  are  not  permitted  to  l>e  used  in 
the  case  oi  cantagiouh  di'^ea^es.  the  library  is  always  willing  to  .<iupply  'some- 
thing for  tliose  so  afflicted  lo  rear!,  the  (Mily  recjuirement  being  that  the  reading 
matter  <«>  supplied  br  destroyed. 

<  );  tlic  111.-;  IxMik-;  xnt  tc  liu  l>:ii(lery,  S77  were  for  rebinding,  and  J^* 
were  periodicals. 

]-?(it)k^  wiilidrawn  t'roni  circnlaii(»n  on  account  of  their  worn  c«)ndition 
c(Hitinue  to  be  placed  with  the  lin-  <Kpartment.  city  hospital,  coimty  jail  and 
pour  farm,  where  add'.tioiia!  nsi    is  o))iaine(l  from  tliem. 

Ihit  two  Volume^  arc  miaccounted  for  from  the  reference  room  thi>  year. 
the  >niall('St  number  mi-^-in^'  in  the  history  of  the  library.  These  two  being 
bound  volumes  of  a  <nvy  nia.^azinc.  hopes  :ire  entertained  that  they  will  be 
rciurnc<l.  Tin-  i»]an  adopinl  ])y  Mr.  Wilctix.  librarian  of  the  Peoria  (111.) 
public  library-  -warning  slip-  pa-lcd  oji  the  front  cover  of  each  volume,  con- 
taininj4  an  cwtTpt  t'roiii  the  cii>-  'irdinanco  -  w:i>  tried,  with  the  success  noted. 

(  )ii  tin-  i>a.:^CN  loliouiim  will  Ik-  foinul  in  tin-  financial  .statement.  (2)  ac- 
cession^,  (X)  c!a^^ified  table  ui  circulation.  (  \)  list  of  donations,  and  (5)  new 
Misst>uri   library  law. 

The  work  of  the  library  force  and  the  library  cla>s  has  been  such  as  to 
ini-ril  he;:rty  cointnmdaiion  at  tuy  hand-. 

Beiiue  concluding,  1  cannot  refrain  frinn  •-peakim;  again  of  the  work 
done  by  this  library,  hanijiered  as  it  is  by  inipopnlar  location  and  the  utter 
nnsnitableULSS   of  the  bnihling  for  library   purposes. 

Permit  mc  to  e\[)ress  my  thanks  to  the  mi-nibc  rs  of  the  Board  for  their 
k'udly   Con-id*.  ra;ion   uad   liearty   snj)port    in  all   matitr-.  aifeciing  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

PURl)  P..  W  KKiHT. 

Librarian. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  i,  1809. 
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STATE  OP  MISSOURI,! 
Cotmtyof  Btichanan.  J 

Before  me,  Echvatd  S.  Douglas,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county, 
aforesafd,  personally  appeareS  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  herein  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library  and 
books  added,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knoledge  and  belief. 

EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 

Notary  Public. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  5th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1899.  Com- 
mission expires  Nov.  i6«  1900. 
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(J)- FINANCIAL. 

Department  Expenditures. 

Salaries  library  employes   $3,815  36 

Books   1,399  64 

Periodicals    s 378  22 

Binding    59621* 

Rent    269  75 

Heat    122  67 

Janitor    240  00 

Printing  and  stationery .* 171  35 

Postage   21  00 

Furniture   35  50 

Repairs    15  60 

Insurance  75  00 

M  iscellanerms  122  80 — $7,261  I^ 


LIBRARY  COLLECTIONS. 

RECEIPTS. 

Brought  forward  $  7  39 

Received  from  fines  361  *I5 

Cntaloj^uos   Mid    .sui)plfnK*nis    59  60 

M  iscellanoous  sources   72  83  $    500  97 


DLSIil-RSRMl'.NTS. 

I)i'pt)>iUMl  with  Treasurer   $    315  00 

*liici(lint:il   expnisis    18348 

Forward    2  49   $    500  97 

*Thc  incicUiiial  expense  account  includes  all  i)ostage  of  the  library  other 
than  printed  postal  cards,  freight,  caria^a^  and  express  on  books,  delivery 
<taii<jn  expenses,  the  purchase  of  ink.  pens,  pencils  and  like  small  supplies. 


(2)-ACCESSIONS. 

N'uni])or  volumes  reported  April  30,   1898   14.859 

Books  rep(»rted   mi>sing  found    31 

Not  classified  and  not  heretofore  reported 918  15,808 

Accessions  April  30,  1898-April  30,  i8c)g: 

Purchased    1.314 

Periodicals   bound    236 

Donations  classified  97 

Government  deposits 160  1,807 
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Less  withdnwals: 

Worn  oat  ■ ! 344 

Burned  (contagion)  ^  4 

Lost  and  paid  for 4 

Missing  7            359 

Net  increase  for  the  year  1,448 

Total  volumes  in  library  not  counting  seven  missing  volumes,  but 

likely  to  be  located I7>2S6 


ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDRAWALS  CLASSIFIED  YEAR  ENDING 

APRIL  30,  1899. 


General   

Philosophy  

Religion   

Sociology   

Philology   

Natural  Science  , 

Useful  Arts, 

Fine  Arts  

Literature  

Travel    

Biography   

History    

Bound  Periodicals,  reference   . 
Bound  Periodicals,  circulating 

Other  reference  volumes 

Fiction    

Government  deposits   


Accessions.  WithdrTs 

7 

13 

30 

68 
4 

46 

43 

15  I 

92  4 

76  I 

....  98           . . . . 

122  3 

265  2 

14  I 

....           69  . . . . 

618  338 

....          160  .... 


Net  G'ns. 

7 

13 
30 
68 

4 
46 

43 

14 
88 

75 

98 

119 

263 

13 

69 
280 

160 


Total 


1.807 


352 


I  ASS 


X 


Vols. 
21 


Nos.     Pamp. 


3 
i'i 


1 

i 
i 


4 

3 

1 
1 


1  1 


3 
I 


IGO 


52 


1 
16 


1 

3 
o 

1 
1 
1 

"i 

3 

1 
I 

1 
1 


1 

s 

2 

2 

11 
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1 

3 

i 

3 

1 
1 

i 
1 
I 

3 

•  • 

8 


10 
11 

2 
12 

6 

'7 

1 

1 

3 

I 

12 
2 

4 
1 

'  i 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

232 

2 

2 
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(4)-DONATIONS. 

NAMK 

American  Book  Co.,   Chicago. 

American -Irish   Historical  Society,  WaahlnKton,  D.  C. 

Aguilar  Free  Library,  N.  Y. 

Bell,  M.  F..  AdJutant-GL-neral  of  Missouri. 

Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston.   Ma.ss. 

Brockett.  J.  W.,  St.  Jnsrph.   Mo. 

Browno,  Mrs.  K.  C.  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Free  Library. 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

Canada— Minister   of   Agriculture. 

Carneffle  Library,  Pitt.sburj?,  Pa. 

CcHlar  Rapids  (Iowa)  Public  IJbrary. 

Chicago     (III.)    Public  Library. 

Clarke.   H.   M..   St,  Joseph.   Mo. 

Cleveland     (U.)     Public  Schools. 

Denver    (Coli».)    City  Library. 

Depew.    ('hauncey     M..  New  York. 

Detroit     (Mich.)     Public  Library. 

Dcxttr,  Mary,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Enoih   Pratt    Free   Library.   Haltimore.  Md. 

Evans  ton    (111.)    Free  Public  1  library. 
Finlcy,   \V.   W.,  Southern  Railway  Co..   Wa.shlnglon,  D.  C. 

Forbes     Library.     Northiimplon,   Mass. 

Girard  College,   Phlladflphla.  Pa. 

Gloversvllle     (N.     Y.>  Public  Library. 

Hnnna,  II.  H.,  chairman     extcutive    committee.     Indlanapolii 
Monetary    Conference,  181>S. 

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  LIbrarv. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  Theological  Seminary. 

Helena   (Mont.)   Public  LIbrarv. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)   Free  Public  Library. 

Joseph  Lo«.Ige,  No.  72,  T.  ().   B.   B.,   St.  Jo.soi)h,   M<». 

Kane.  M.  M..  Chief  Fire   Department   and   Deputy   State  Fac- 
tory Inspector. 

Kansas  City   (Mo.)   Public  Library. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Soclctv,  Totwka,  Kan. 

KlrksvUle      (Mo.)      State  Normal  School, 

Lawrence  (Kan.)  l*ubllc  LIbrarv. 

LIbbey  Glass   Co.,    ToL-do.   O. 

Leipziger.  Henry  M..  Ph.    I).,    New   York. 

Ij|>>rar.v   Company   of  I'hila«li'!phla.   Pa. 

Managers   Missouri    Slate    In.-^arit-   Asylum 

Managers   State   Reform  Sr-luml   for   iloys. 

Martin.   Miss    lOudora,  St.  Joseph.   Mi>. 

McCormlck  Reaper  Co. 

Mercantile     T^lbrary,    X<\v  York. 

Mercantile     Library.    I'hlla.l.-lphl.i.    i 

Milwaukee   (Wis.)    Public  Library. 

Missouri  State  .Vudltor. 

Missouri   State   Board  of  .\.irri<iilt»jr«- 

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel.  St.   J«>s.:»h.    Mo. 

Mulr,  Henrv  D..  (^hicnj,'o.    111. 

Newark  (N.  J.">   Free  Pnbli.-   Lihr.jry. 

New   Haven    ((^onn.)    Kr*-.-  l'ul)li<'  Library. 

Newberry   Library.    (^lii(:i;.vo.   Hi. 

New  York  Public   r.ribrary. 

Omaha  (Neb.)   Free  Pnlilic  LIbrarv. 

Palmer.  Mrs.  C.   F.  N-  \v   V..rk. 

Park  (^ollecre.  I'arkviil.-.  .M.i. 

Paterson  (N.  J.)   Fret?  I'nl.lic   Lihrar>-. 

Peabodv   Institute.    liiDv.rs.    M;iss. 

Peoria  Vlll.)   T*ublic  Lil.rarv. 

Pratt    Tnstitut*'    Free  IMihlic   Library.    Hrn. .klyn.    N.    Y. 

Providence  (R.   T.)   T*Ml»!ie  Llbr.iry. 

Salem  (Mass.)  l-'i-.-.-  I»iiblic    l.ihrary. 

Seranton   «l'.i.»    I'lililie  I/il'i,i!y. 

Sednlla   (Mo.'k   Fublje    IJhrary. 

SImms.  J.  D. 

Society  (if   I'Yien.is.   Phil.olelpliia.   V'.\. 

Society  of  Sprincrfl'"l<l<  Mass.  >  Citv  LIbrarv  Assocjatlnn. 

Stiles,    L.   (  >..   St.   Jnsoph.   M.i. 

Syracuse  (X.   Y. )   Ct-ntral    Library. 

Toronto   Pijblle    r..ibrary. 

Towle   Manufacturing  <'o..   X«'wburyport.   Mas.^. 

Tufts  T<,Ibrary.  Wevmonth,   Mass. 

ZTnJtcd    Statoii    Dcparf m^nts. 

Wprren  rnunty  (lU.)  Libra r\   ,ind  RomAmK  T\v)vm\  \^?.Q^W\.\«t^ 
^iscnnsln  Free  Library  Commission. 
Worcester  (MaFs.)  Free  Ptibllc  TAbrary 


Xo.   1.    Ftillon.   Mo. 
Bonu.villf.   Mo. 


a. 


.leffrrson  City.   Mo. 
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(5)-NEW  MISSOURI  LIBRARY  LAW. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  a  sufficient  number  of  votes  to  establish  Free 
Public  Libraries  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  on  account  of  the  law  requiring  a 
majority  of  all  votes  cast  on  any  proposition  at  an  election,  caused  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  to  be  written  and  submitted  to  the  legislature.  It  will 
be  seen  that  under  this  law  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  a  majority  of  the 
voters  voting  on  the  library  measure,  cither  to  establish  a  library  or  increase 
the  amount  of  taxes  allowed  a  library  already  established.  Also  that  it  per- 
mits counties  to  secure  the  use  of  such  libraries  by  contract  between  the 
county  courts  and  the  library  boards.  The  bill  was  passed,  signed  by  the 
governor  and  is  now  a  law,  an  emergency  clause  being  attached: 

AN  ACT  repealing  Section   1779,  of  Chapter  31.  of  the   Revised  Statutes  of 

Missouri.  1889.  enacting  a  new  section  in  lieu  thereof,  and  also  enacting 

a  new  section  to  be  known  as  section  1789A,  in  relation  to  free  public 

libraries  and  the  use  thereof. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  follows: 

Section  i:  That  section  1779.  of  Chapter  31,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
Missouri,  1889.  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  the  following  section 
enacted  in  lieu  thereof: 

"Sec.  1779.  When  one  hundred  tax-paying,  voters  of  any  incorporated 
city  shall  petition  tbc  mayor  and  common  council  asking  that  an  annual  tax 
be  levied  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library  in 
such  incorporated  city,  and  shall  specify  in  their  petition  a  rate  of  taxation, 
not  to  exceed  one  mill  on  the  dollar  annually,  and  in  cities  of  over  one  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants  not  to  exceed  two-fifths  of  one  mill  annually,  on  all  the 
taxable  proiHTty  in  the  city,  such  mayor  and  common  council  shall  direct 
the  proi)er  (.>ffict:r  to  give  notice  in  his  next  legal  notice  of  the  annual  election, 
or  special  election  which   may   be  called  for  the  purpose   of  voting  on   such 

question,  that  at  such  election  every  voter  may  vote  "for  a  mill  lax  for 

a  free  public  library;"  or  "against  a  —  mill  tax  for  a  free  public  library;" 
specifying  in  such  notice  the  rate  of  taxation  mentioned  in  said 
petition;  and  if  the  majority  of  votes  cast  on  such  proposition  shall  be 
"for  tile  tax  for  the  free  public  library."  the  tax  >pecified  in  such  notice  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  like  manner  with  other  general  taxes  of  such  incor- 
porated city,  and  shall  be  known  as  the  "library  fund":  Provided,  that  such 
tax  shall  cease  in  cnse  the  legal  \()ters  of  any  such  incorporated  city  shall  so 
determine,  by  a  majority  vote,  at  any  annual  election  held  therein." 

Section  2.  Thai  a  now  section,  to  be  knmvn  as  Section  1789A,  is  hereby 
enacted,  as  follows: 

'Section  i7i'^)A.  The  C«>nnty  Court  in  any  County  wherein  is  situated 
an  incorporated  city  ooniainini:  .i  free  public  library,  whenever  petitioned  by 
one  Inmdred  or  more  tax-paying  citizens  of  >aid  city,  and  one  himdred  or 
more  lax-paying  citizens  of  >ai(l  county  residing  outside  of  said  city,  for  the 
use  by  the  citizens  of  said  cnmiy  residing  outside  of  said  city,  of  said  library, 
shall  have  the  right  to  contract  with  the  officers  of  said  library  for  such  use 
t})erc(ii  by  said  citizens  of  said  c<juiity  residing  outside  of  the  city,  and  to 
npproprinu-  moneys  from  the  county  revenue  ov  ^;i\d  county  therefor;  and' 
tJurcafwr  to  contiiuic  such   contract   i.»r  reue\v;\\s  \\\v;teA:)\  Vtotv\  's^-ax  \.\i  ■^^a.w 
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Provided,  that  the  annual  amount  so  contracted  to  be  paid  and  appropriated 
shall  not  exceed  3  per  cent  of  the  county  revenue  for  the  year  out  of  which 
payment  is  to  be  made." 

Section  3.  The  fact  that  there  are  cities  contemplating  voting  on  the 
establishment  of  free  public  libraries,  and  that  certain  counties  desire  to  secure 
the  right  to  use  libraries  in  cities,  from  which  they  arc  now  barred,  constitutes 
zn  emergency  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  therefore,  this  bill  shall 
become  a  law  from  and  after  its  passage. 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  During  the  year  just  closed  i8<:;7  volumes  have  been  added 
to  the  library,  as  follows:  1314  purchased,  97  donated,  236  periodicals  bound, 
and  160  deposited  by  government.  Witlidrawals.  352;  344  worn  out,  4  burned 
on  cccDunt  of  contagion,  4  lo.st  and  paid  for.  Net  increase,  including  7  miss- 
ing volumes,  1455-     The  library  contains  17,256  volumes. 

The  inability  of  the  library  to  meet  the  increasing  needs  of  its  patrons 
is  more  keenly  felt  each  year.  The  only  remedy  is  an  increase  in  library 
funds,  not  hoped  for  during  the  coming  year.  The  entire  amount  at  the  dis- 
posal of  tlwr  board  for  new  books  could  be  used  to  advantage  for  some  years 
in  the  expenditures  for  books  and  periodicals  for  the  reference  room  alone, 
<i)  large  is  the  use  of  this  department. 

In  many  places  persons  interested  in  special  lines  of  study  or  work  fre- 
<pienily  endow  the  departments  appealing  to  ilu-m.  thus  permitting  their  more 
rapid  extension.  This  has  not  as  yet  been  done  in  .St.  Josei)h.  but  the  atten- 
tion of  thinking  people  is  called  to  the  plan  in  the  hopes  thai  il  may  receive 
consideration. 

The  committee  feels  that  its  work  h;[>  been  a^  well  done  as  the  means  at 
its  hands  has  pcrmittetl.  Due  care  has  been  exercised  in  the  i)urcha^es  made, 
an<i  all  additions  have  been  approved. 

Kespcctfully  submitted, 
11.'  K.    WHITE, 
J.  L.   LAWIJ'.SS, 
J.  A.    McKVOV. 
May   r,  1899.  Library  roniinitiee. 

REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Director-;  ih'  tin-   Vr^c  J^iMie  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  report-;  <>i'  i!ie  Treasurer  nf  :he  P.oard  and  the  Librarian 
have  been  examined  and  f«uind  to  be  CMrn-ct.  setting  forth  in  di-tail  the  re- 
ceipt <  and  expenditure^  f<.)r  the  year. 

.\t   the  first   of  the   year   tl'v'   coniTuiltee   endt.avortd     to    sei^ire     fro-n     the 
finance  committee  of  the  council   an   approjiriation   covernm   ilie   ]»alanre   due 
the  library  accruing  durinLC  two  years,  but  was  n<ii  >ncc(.--;inl.  ilu-  library  heiuv; 
placed  on  the  same  hns'is  a.<  oilur  (iej)artnieni>.  and  cvMA\\KA\eA  \v\  >vauv\  \vs 
proportion  of  the  amount  nut  (-(W/ected   arcordinii   lo  lUe  ;\\>Vv)T\\».n\\\\v:\\V.  ^ 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


Free  Public  Library 


QTY  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


Fiscal  Year  Ending 
April  30,  1900. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 
ST.  JOSEPH,  MO- 


OFFICERS. 

President   J.  W.  Atwill 

Vice-President  John  M.  Stewart 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Charles  A.  Pfeiffcr 


Term  Expiring  1900. 

J.  W.  Atwill. 
L.  M.  Smith, 
James  A.  McEvoy. 


DIRECTORS. 

Term  Expiring  19i)l, 

Dr.  J.  R.  Riley. 
John  M.  Stewart, 
Charles  P.  Carjrill. 


Term  Expiring  1902. 

H.  K.  White. 
Charles  A.  Pfeiffer. 
James  H.  McCord. 


COMMITTEES. 

LIBRARY—White.  Atwill.  McEvoy. 
ADMINISTRATION— StevN art,  Smith.  CarRill. 
BUILDING  ^ND  GROUNDS— Riley.  Pfeiffer,  McCord. 
FINANCE— Pfeiffer,  Smith,  Cartrill. 
BY-LAWS— McEvoy,  White,  Stewart. 


LIBRARY  EMPLOYES. 

Piird  B.  Wright,  Librarian. 

Lulu  C.  Senter,  Assistant  Librarian. 

General    Assistants — Annie    M.    I'crry.    Cornelia    L.    Rathbiin,    Eudoia 
Martin,  Miranda  Olds. 

Messenger — Roy  Whitmore. 

Janitor — F.  G.  Burcderfer. 


JOHN  DFXLUE. 

A  member  of  the  Board  of  Di  rcclors  of  the  Fn-e  Public  Libran-  of  the  Cilil*^^' 
of  St,  Josepli  since  1891.  and  f-'res.i.lrni  ?;ince  ISfKl.  departed  this  life  on  tltc«=*^ 
23d  day  of  October,  18!t9. 

The  surviving  members  adopt  thi?  minute  for  preservation  tjpon  ihi-  :^^- 
records  of  the  Board. 

We  recogni/e   his   faithful  scrviccf   while  one  of  our  number;  he  wa=        " 
punctual  and  regular  in  liis  attendance  upon  meetings  of  the  Board;  he  w:is        "" 
painstaking  in  ascertaining  the  needs  of  the  library,  and  wise  in  his  coua- 
sels.     Clearness  of  his  own   convictions  did  not   prevent   him   from   heinw 
patient  during  discussions  whon  differing  views  were  presented  and  argued. 
As  presiding  officer,  he  was  courteous  and  just  in  nil  of  his  rulings. 

Ifc  wa.s  an  earnest  believer  in  the  lilirary.  nnd  was.  triad  to  jilan  for  it*        -^ 
rnlarncmi'ni  anil  perpetuity,  and  he  hoped  much  for  its  increasing  value  a; 
;in  cducal [il  forte  in  the  community^ 

\Vc  hive  parted  frnni  him  with  sincere  sorrow,,  knowing  that  we  shall         -^ 
miss  his  presence  from  our  councils;  and  we  assure  his  family  of  our  un- 
fciirned  sympathies. 

Adnpicil  ill  a  mcrtiri^  nf  ilic  Ituar.l  of  Directors.  November  9.  1809. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 

Gentlemen:     In  presenting  this,  the  tenth,  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  being  for 
the  ye^ir  ending  April  30,  1900,  I  cannot  refrain  from  congratulating  the  peo- 
ple on  their  recognition  of  the  urgent  need  of  this  institution  for  a  perma- 
nent home,  and  expressing  a  feeling  of  gratification  at  the  unanimity  of 
opinion  as  shown  at  the  polls  on  the  proposition  which  carried  $100,000  in 
bonds  for  a  library  building  containing  the  offices  of  the  school  board.    The 
fact  that  the  building  to  be  erected  was  made  possible  by  the  action  of  the 
School  authorities  in  submitting  the  question  to  the  people,  when  the  library 
is  in  no  way  officially  connected  with  the  schools,  is  a  great  compliment  to 
tlie  library,  and  is  taken  to  mean  that  the  work  of  this  institution  on  educa- 
tiional  lines  meets  with  recognition  and  approval,  while  the  large  vote  cast 
^or  it  in  the  midst  of  a  hardly  contested  political  campaign,  but  two  days 
^xfter  another  special  election,  indicates  the  high  regard  in  which  it  is  held 
l::>y  the  people. 

While  everyone  who  has  been  connected  with  the  library  from  its  in- 
^r  option  is  entitled  to  his  or  her  full  share  of  the  credit  for  the  happy  result, 
it  is  perhaps  not. invidious  to  say  that  to  the  energy  and  strong  personal 
ixiterest  shown  by  the  present  librarian,  Mr.  Wright,  are  present  conditions 
l^argely  due.  To  his  many  hours  of  careful  planning,  anxious  work  and 
Jealous  efforts  to  interest  the  people,  I  bear  cheerful  witness. 

Results  obtained  show  an  increase  in  the  usefulness  of  the  library,  as 
ill  be  seen  by  a  perusal  of  the  reports  herewith  presented. 

The  librarian  calls  attention  to  one  fact  in  his  report  which  is  worthy 

>f  careful  consideration,  and  that  is  the  lack  of  means  to  place  library  woi'k 

i  n  St.  Joseph  at  least  on  a  par  with  other  cities  of  similar  size— to  make 

it  more  fully  meet  the  wants  of  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  public.     In 

trailing  attention  to  the  larcre  yearly  circulation  of  the  volumes  comprisinL,' 

'^his  library,  it  is  said  to  be  not  necessarily  complimentary  to  St.  Josey/ii. 

^s  it  does  not  also  mean  a  large  use  of  hooks  by  our  people,  while  it  <Iocs 

indicate  unmistakably  too  few  books  to  meet  the  demand,  and  that  those 

^ew  are  kept  in  too  active  use.     This  is  only  to  be  remedied  by  nskinj;  for 

■^ind  securing  a  larger  proportion  of  taxes  paid  into  the  j^^eneral  a-lministru- 

tion  fund  of  the  city.     The  field  the  library  is  attempting  to  occupy  irrows 

»Tiore  rapidly  than  docs  the  library,  and  this  institution,  instead  of  leadiii;.^, 

as  it  should,  is  at  times  forced  to  its  utmost  in  the  endeavor  to  keep  up. 

I  believe  that  many  i)ooks  now  i)ractically  useless  in  the  hands  of  many 

people  in  St.  Joseph,  throutrh  liavint;  been  read  and  laid  aside,  or  outi^rowu, 

or  for  other  reasons  are  not  used,  avouUI  be  of  r^rcat  assistance  to  the  public 

through  being  given  to  the  library,  and  think  some  effort  should  be  made 

to  make  this  fact  generally  known. 
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All  over  the  country  libraries  are  being  recognized  almost  daily  as  most 
worthy  means  through  which  to  benefit  the  masses  through  endowments 
and  bequests  to  be  expended  in  their  behalf,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
St.  Joseph  library  will  not  be  among  the  last  to  be  used  in  furtherance  of 
such  a  worthy  purpose.  To  some  of  our  citizens  of  means  it  should  appear 
a  pleasure  to  aid  in  the  work  of  education  and  general  progress  attempted 
through  the  local  library. 

In  the  death  of  President  John  DeClue,  last  fall,  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  this  lil>rary  lost  a  most  active  and  interested  member,  wise  counselor, 
and  just  presiding  officer.  The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  meeting  follow- 
ing his  death  accompany  these  reports  as  a  small  tribute  to  his  long  service 
and  known  interest  in  the  library's  work. 

With  the  new  building,  situated  more  centrally,  there  will  unquestion- 
ably be  an  increase  in  the  demands  made'  upon  the  public  library,  and  with 
this  in  view  we  ask  that  any  efforts  which  may  be  made  in  the  future  look 
ing  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  to  be  set  aside  for  library  use,  be  accorded 
your  hearty  and  undivided  support. 

The  reports  which  follow  give  in  detail  all  the  operations  of  the  library-, 
including  its  use,  cost  of  operating,  and  some  earnest  recommendations. 
Their  careful  perusal  is  respectfully  requested.  Very  truly, 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 
President  Board  of  Directors,  Public  Library. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1900. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  submitted  a  detailed  report  of  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  April  16th,  J900.  embracing  all  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures from  the  17th  of  April,  1899,  to  the  IGth  of  April,  ]900: 

DETAILS  OF  STATEMENT  BY  TREASURER  FREE  PUBLIC  LI- 
BRARY.—SCHEDULE  A. 

The  amoimt  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer,  collected  and 
available  for  library  purposes  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  being  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  April  expenditures  of  the  Library  Board,  it  was  decided 
by  the  Library  Directors  in  session  to  take  from  its  Special  Revenue  Fund 
the  amount  necessary  to  cover  the  deficiency,  and  pay  same  over  to  the 
City  Treasurer.    This  was  done  April  15th,  1899, 

The  amount  being $       154  69 

The  City  Treasurer  then  paid  outstanding  vouchers 

dated  April  18th.  1899,  in  favor  of 

A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.,  for  books  $         69  82 

Chas.  Scribner  &  Sons,  for  books 3  32 

William  Schrocder.  for  books   2  40 

W.  B.  McNutt,  for  binding 41  5o 

Hyatt  Coal  Co.,  for  coal 21  15 

Library  Bureau,  for  supplies  16  45 


$       154  69    $       154  09 

EXPLANATION  OF  COMPTROLLER'S  MONTHLY  STATEMENT 

OF  MAY  31,  1899.— SCHEDULE  B. 

Contains  an  unexpended  appropriation  from  expired 
fiscal  year  of  $55.00,  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer, 
belonging  to  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  noted 
as  'Transfers  added"  in  Comptroller's  state- 
ment of  May  31,  1899 $         55  00 

This  sum  was  absorbed  by  outstanding  vouchers  in 
favor  of 

April  13,  1899.     Due  Burnes  estate  for  rent $         50  00 

Due  Granville  Adkins  for  books.  ...  2  00 

Due  Lon  Hardman  for  printing....  3  00 


$         t>^  Q^    %         Vo  ^v^ 
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COMPARATIVE   STATEMENT  OF  TREASURER   FREE  PUBU^^ 
LIBRARY  AND  THE  STATEMENT  SHOWN  BY  CITY  COMP- 
TROLLER ON  MAY  81,  1899.— SCHEDULE  C. 

Comptroller  shows  amount  apportioned  for  Li- 
brary purposes,  $7/200.00,  and  of  this  sum  col- 
lected   $    4,250      ^- 

The  above  sum  represents  two  items,  viz.: 

A  check  dated  April  15th,  1899,  in  favor  of  Rice  D. 
Gilkey,  City  Treasurer,  upon  the  National 
Bank  of  St.  Joseph,  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Fret;  Public  Library  $       154  69 

And  collections  from  taxes 4,095  43 


$    4,250  12    $    4,2&0 
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GENERAL    REVENUE    ACCOUNT.— RECEIPTS.— SCHEDULE  ^ 

Receipts   from  tax  collections,  upon  an  apportionment  made  by        *- 


Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  of  $7,200.00,  and  place <J  ^^ 

the  credit  of  the  Free  Public  Library  as  collected: 

1899     May  31,  In  hands  of  City  Treasurer,  see  Schedule  A $       1&-^  ^l 

May  31,  Collections   4.0^^  '^'^ 

June    371.  ^^' 

r^  • iiz  ^ 

A iic:ust     b^jp^-^  _ . 

Sei)tcnibcr ST^  ^, 

October     6s  ^^ 

November     4%  ^^  ^, 

December  li>^  *  j 

\'M^i)    January    2'3^  *^ 

Febriip  r  v     2(>^^ 
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March  and  Ai)ril   11^^ 

April    tth.  (lei)osited  with  City  Treasurer   amount   received  ,^, 

from    Treasurer    Free    Public    Library 4/*-^ 

$  7,82^     ^^ 
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REVENUE    ACCOUNT.— DISBURSEMENTS.—SCHED- 

ULE  E. 

turcs  embracing  salaries,  rent,  fuel,  water  and  coal,  the  piir- 
ks,  periodicals  and  magazines,  cost  of  binding  and  for  sundry 
led,  all  accounted  for  in  detail  on  separate  vouchers,  endorsed 
ncc  Committee  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  approved  by  its 
id  on  file  with  the  Auditor  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

i  April  vouchers,  see  Schedule  A $  154  OO 

ouchers  '.  599  9y 

ouchers \ 611  "26 

Duchers    624  09 

t  vouchers  709  87 

iber  vouchers  562  41 

.-r  vouchers 613  36 

iber  vouchers , 740  87 

iber  vouchers   593  37 

y  vouchers 601  'J2 

iry  vouchers   673  5'i 

vouchers   641  28 

vouchers 703  <;8 


$    7,829  65 

RECAPITULATION. 
NERAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT.-SCHEDULE  F. 

0.  Last  year's  balance  to  cover  vouch- 
ers as  per  Schedule  A $        154  69 

Received  from  Tax  Collections,  as 

per  Schedule   D 7,200  00 

Deposited      with      City     Treasi'rcr 

check  on  Special   Revenue  Acct.  475  00 

Paid  outstanding  vouchers  from 
last  fiscal  year,  as  per  Sched- 
ule      $        154  (lO 

Paid   vouchers  as  vcv  Schedule....  7,071  !'0 

Balance  in  City  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary      04 


$    7,820  00    $    7.820  flO 
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SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT.— SCHEDULE  G. 

Amount  turned  over  to  Treasurer  Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer  by  Purd  B.  Wriglit, 
Librarian,  from  receipts  accruing  to  Special  Revenue  Account. 

1899  May  IL  Received  from  Librarian $  15  00 

June  8.  Received  from  Librarian 25  00 

July  15.  Received  Irom  Librarian 32  00 

Aug.  14.  Received  from  Librarian 25  00 

Sept.  14.  Received  from  Librarian 35  00 

Oct.  12.  Received  from  Librarian 25  00 

Nov.  9.  Received  from  Librarian 33  00 

Dec.  14.  Received  from  Librarian 30  00 

1900  Jan.  11.  Received  from  Librarian 25  00 

Feb.  8.  Received  from  Librarian 30  00 

Mar.  8.  Received  from  Librarian 30  00 

Apl.  12.  Received  from  Librarian 88  00 

$      34^ 


0( 


SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT.— SCHEDULE  H. 

1899. 

May    1.  Amount   on   hand,   deposited   in    National 

Bank  of  St.  Joseph   $       iS^ 

May      1.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. $ 

May      9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

July     \f<.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  (^f  St.  Josei)h. 

Aiip.    14.  Deposited  in  National  Bnnk  of  St.  Joseph. 

Sept.   15.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Oct.     17.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Nov.    r».  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Dec.    15.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  oi  St.  Joseph. 

i900. 

Jan.     12.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Feb.      9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Mar.     9.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 

Apl.     12.  Deposited  in  National  Bank  of  St.  Joseph. 


Apl.  '1,  1900.  gave  check  on  National  Bank  of  St.  Jo- 
seph  for  City  Treasurer   


Balance  on   hand   in   National    Bank   of   St.   Jo 
seph   


;   15  00 

25  00 

32  00 

25  Of' 

35  00 

25  00 

33  00 

30  00 

25  00 

30  00 

30  00 

38  00 

$ 

S4r^'^ 

$ 

h3^ 

$ 

5^ 
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:iAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS— SCHEDULE  I. 

revenue  herein  accounted  for  is  collected  by  the  Librarian  and 
tants,  and  reported  to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  Librarian  at 
nthly  meeting: 

I  from  Fmes     Supplements     Catalogues     Miscel.     Dup.  Books 

$25.72  $*2.65  $5.70 

33.92  +2.55  7.0G 

37.70            $  1.35  3.75  G.18 

25.22  1.80  4.50  8.13 

er     38.72  1.00  3.15  10.63 

28. 5G  1.00  1.05  10.17 

er   30.00  1.45  3.30  12.40 

?r    39.50  1.55  3.75  9.14 

36.64  1.15  2.70  2.3,5 

r 26.21  2.00  5.70  7.91  $4.30 

33.08  1.85  4.a5  4.39  5.90 

33.65  1.15  4.80  14.20  8.90 


$388.89  $14.30  $42.85  $98.26  $19.10 

talogues  and  supplements. 

RECAPITULATION. 

incs    $388.89 

upplements    14.30 

atalogues    42.85 

liscellaneous    98.26 

:e    Books    19.10 

$.563.40 


14 


REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBWC  WBRARY. 


SPECIAL  REVExVUE  ACCOUNT-DISBURSEMENTS- 

•  SCHEDULE  J. 

Disbursements  by  Librarian  from  Special  Revenue  Fund  and  reported 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  by  him  at  each  monthly  meeting: 

1899. 

Expenses $  IT.SS^ 

Expenses 16.56 

Expenses 16.45 

Expenses , 15.71 

Expenses 13.31 

Expenses 17. 12 

Expenses 14.96 

Expenses 21 .  16 

Expenses 21 .47 

Expenses 16 .  10 

Expenses 17 .  23 

Expenses 24.86 

$21^ 


May 

11. 

Incidental 

June 

8. 

Incidental 

July 

15. 

Incidental 

Aug. 

10. 

Incidental 

Sept. 

14. 

Incidental 

Oct. 

12. 

Incidental 

Nov. 

12. 

Incidental 

Dec. 

14. 

Incidental 

1900. 

Jan. 

11. 

Incidental 

Feb. 

8. 

Incidental 

Mar. 

8. 

Incidental 

Apr. 

12. 

Incidental 

52 


May  1.   181)0. 


RECAPITULATION— SCHEDULE  K. 
SPECIAL  REVENUE  ACCOUNT. 

Balance  on  hand  with  Librarian $       2.49 

Receipts  as   per  Schedule   I.  .' 563.40  • 

Incidental  Expenses,  as  per  Schedule  J..  $   2X^-^ 

Deposited  with  Treasurer  Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer  34^^ 

Balance  on   liand  with   Librarian 1^-^ 

$   565.89  $   SlJ-^ 


CHAS.    A 


PFEIFFER. 

Treasurer. 


.52 
.37 


State   of  Missouri,  ) 

C  C 

County  of  Buclianan,     j 

Before   me.  J.   C.   TIedenberjj;.  a   Notaiy    Public  in   and   for  the  coi^^ 
af<3re.sai(l.  personally  appearofl  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer.  Treasurer  of  the  Bo^ 
of  Direct<'rs  of  the  Free  Public  I  ibrary  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,   ^ 
made  oath   that    the   facts  and    fit^ures   al)o\e   set    forth   are   correct   to    ^ 
best  of  liis  knowletljL^e  and  beiief. 

Given  under  my  hand  :ind  seal  this  8th  day  of  May.  1900. 

(Seal.)  J.   C.   HEDENBFRG, 

Notary  Public. 
My  commission  expires   November  bSth.   1901. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  your  by-laws,  I  herewith  present  the 
annual  report  of  the  Librarian,  covering  the  work  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  for  the  tenth  year  of  its  existence,  closing  April  30,  1900.  It  is 
the  fourth  report  which  I  have  presented. 

In  a  genera!  way,  the  work  has  been  satisfactory.  It  is  believed  that 
the  results  obtained  will  compare  not  unfavorably  with  other  libraries 
laboring  under  similar  restrictions.  A  great  deal  has  been  attempted  in 
various  directions,  and  this  report  will  endeavor  to  show,  briefly,  what  has 
'^een  accomplished. 

CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY.—CIRCULATION. 

The  library  contains  18,382  volumes,  representing  a  growth  for, 
the  year  of  1,124.  Number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use,  109,- 
>3l),  as  against  104,146  the  previous  year,  being  an  increase  of 
J, 739.  In  the  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  circulating  department 
"or  use  in  the  library,  an  increase  of  31.1  per  cent  is  noted.  The  growth 
n  circulation  was  not  unexpected,  as  during  the  previous  year  the  library 
•vas  closed  two  weeks  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  diphtheria.  It  his 
leveloped  that  that  closing  resulted  in  n  harm  whi<:h  it  will  take  time  *o 
correct.  The  order  closmg  the  library  called  the  attention  of  many  people 
:o  the  fact  that  the  board  of  health  thought  there  was  danger  in  circulat- 
ng  books  during  even  a  mild  form  of  epidemic,  and  now  at  every  report 
jf  several  cases  of  a  contagious  disease  in  any  portion  of  the  city,  a  marked 
Tailing  off  in  the  use  of  the  library  from  that  neighborhood  is  at  once 
noted.  The  library  has  just  experienced  such  a  scare,  more  general  in 
nature  than  usual,  several  cases  of  sniall]>()x  having  been  reported,  and 
as  a  result  the  circulation  for  the  month  of  April  showed  a  decided  falliiii^: 
«~)ff.  It  is  the  first  month  since  September  failing  to  show  an  increa'.e 
when  compared  with  the  correspoiKlinc^  period  of  the  year  previous.  The 
library  force  explains  tiie  plan  of  receiving  daily  reports  from  tlic  health 
<:lepartment,  and  the  handling  of  suspected  books,  hut  it  seems  to  have 
little  effect. 

The  apf^arent   increase  in   the  pcrccntatre  of   fiction,   while   small,   will 

V)e   understood  when    it   is   known   that  heretofore  the    total    circulation    of 

1)ooks   in   the   German   laniTuap:e.   on   account  of  not   being  classified,  have 

l:)een  entered  under  the  separate  heading.  "German  books."     This  circula- 

t:ion  is  now,  as  has  been  heretofore,  almost  entirely  from  the  fiction  depart- 

Tnent.     This  year  the   record  of  the  circulation  of  these   hooks   is  included 

in  the  regular  classes. 
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CARD  HOLDERS. 

The  number  of  actual  card  holders  is  4,011,  an  increase  of  327  for  the 
year.  This  increase  may  be  reasonably  acounted  for  by  extra  efforts 
through  the  schools,  and  the  extension  of  the  city  limits. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

Work  with  the  schools  has  progressed  favorably,  and  better  re- 
sults have  been  obtamed  than  heretofore.  The  lack  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  books  to  place  special  collections  in  the 
different  schools,  or  to  permit  the  teachers  to  have  books  for 
school  use  on  special  cards,  necessitated  other  means  being  tried.  The 
experiment  of  last  year,  that  of  preparing  (with  the  aid  of  committees  of 
teachers)  a  graded  list  of  books,  was  extended,  to  include  books  suitable 
for  pupils  in  grades  four  to  eight.  The  expense  of  printing  this  list,  pur- 
chasing the  machine  slugs  for  future  use,  and  placing  a  copy  thereof  in 
the  hands  of  each  pupil  in  the  grades  designated,  with  other  copies  for 
special  use,  was  borne  by  the  school  board.  This  is  notable  as  the  first 
contribution  from  this  source  to  library  work  in  St.  Joseph.  Results  were 
highly  pleasing,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  patrons  being  largely  from 
the  schools,  while  the  use  of  books  in  the  history  classes  increased  44.77 
per  cent,  with  proportionate  gains  in  the  use  of  books  in  literature,  travel, 
natural  science,  etc.  The  offer  of  a  number  of  prizes  by  myself,  with  thj 
full  approval  of  the  school  authorities,  was  possibly  partly  responsible  for 
this  showing.     Final  results  will  not  be  known  for  some  weeks. 

BULLETIN  LISTS. 

The  usual  number  of  bulletins,  compiled  from  new.spaper  machine  slugs 
(after  publication  in  the  St.  Joseph  Daily  Herald  and  St.  Joseph  Daily 
Gazette),  have  been  issued,  and  a  second  supplement  to  the  finding  list 
will  be  ready  within  a  few  weeks.  The  lists  of  most  importance  issued 
during  the  year  comprised  one  on  South  Africa,  first  having  been  published 
in  all  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  and  a  special  list  of  books  for  bus- 
iness men,  compiled  originally  for  the  economic  league,  and  published  in 
the  St.  Joseph  Daily  News.  The  slugs  were  in  each  instance  loaned  to  the 
library  without  charge. 

REVISION  OF  CARD  CATALOGUE. 

The  most  important  strictly  library  work  is  that  now  nearing 
completion  on  the  card  catalogue.  No  attempt  was  made  to 
keep  track  of  the  actual  number  of  cards  written  in  making  it 
a  complete  author,  title  and  class  catalogue  of  the  contents  of  the  library, 
but  the  fact  that  8,4'^>3  guide  cards  and  21,000  regular  cards  were  used 
(which  takes  no  account  of  many  cards  corrected  and  old  cards  written 
on  rexerse  side),  some  idea  of  its  magmtude  may  be  had.     This  work  has 
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en  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter,  assistant 
rarian,  and  to  her  energy  may  be  attributed  the  large  amount  of  work 
ne.  The  cards  were  written  on  the  machine  by  Misses  Olds  and  Martin. 
f  course  it  is  understood  that  this  work  was  in  connection  with  regular 
rary  duties,  none  of  which  were  neglected. 

REFERENCE  ROOM. 

The  volumes  in  the  reference  room  have  been  catalogued,  and  a  new 
elf  list  is  nearly  completed.  This  room  is  still  absolutely  open  to  the  public, 
thout  the  slightest  safeguard  or  surveillance,  and  this  fact  has  again  been 
ken  advantage  of  by  dishonest  persons,  who  have  stolen  five  volumes, 
lose  missing  are  Electrical  Dictionary,  Italian-English  Dictionary,  Laws 
Mines  and  Mining,  Dictionary  of  United  States  History,  and  Handbook 
European  History.  The  steadv  increase  in  the  use  of  this  department 
noted,  both  by  pupils  in  the  schools  and  the  general  public. 

SPpCTAL  DUPLICATES. 

The  inability  of  the  library  to  supply  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of 
e  popular  books  led  to  a  trial  of  the  plan  inaugurated  in  the  St.  Louis 
blic  Library  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Crunden  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  still  in 
•cessful  operation,  that  of  purchasing  extra  copies  which  are  issued  only 
the  payment  of  a  small  sum.  An  extra  card  was  devised,  and  these  are 
d  to  regular  patrons  at  ten  cents  each,  upon  which  one  book  from  the 
L'cial  duplicate  collection  may  be  secured  and  retained  two  weeks,  thus 
iving  the  regular  card  free  for  any  purpose  wished.  The  first  purchase 
ibraccd  copies  of  "David  Harum"  (Westcott),  "Richard  Carvel" 
Churchill).  "Janice  Meridoth"  (Ford).  "When  Knighthood  was  in  Flower" 
»Iajor),  followed  later  by  "In  Connection  with  the  DeWilloughby  Claim" 
Burnett),  "To  Have  and  to  Hold"  (Johnston),  "Red  Pottage"  (Chol- 
nndeley),  "Gentleman  from  Indiana"  (Tarkington),  and  one  or  two 
'lers,  at  a  total  cost  of  $42.0(5,  with  a  return  of  $-24.30,  the  books  still  in 
fue  demand  and  in  good  condition.  The  experiment  has  been  very  suo- 
sful.  and  will  be  extended  as  occasion  warrants.  It  is  destined  to  brinq; 
fef  to  the  fiction  department,  and  at  little  or  no  expense  to  the  library. 
i^s  met  with  the  hearty  approval  of  library  patrons,  except  that  a  sufti- 
^  "t  number  of  copies  have  in  no  instance  been  supplied  to  meet  the 
T^nd. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

1'licre  is  steady  growth  in  the  use  of  the  delivery  stations  and  a  constant 

^or  more  of  them.     The  increase  in  number  of  volumes  issued  throut^h 

^^*  was  1,227.  or  22  per  cent.     Station  No.  1.  located  in  North  St.  Joseph. 

'>een   removed  to   a  more   populous   neighborhood,   while    still   serving 

'**^mc  section.     It  is  now  located  in  the  store  of  John  Moeck.  \H'2^  St. 

'I^Ii    avenue.      Mr.    Moeck    takes   a    warm    personal    interest    in   library 

^-       Stations  2  (Wyatt  Park)  and  3  (South  Park)  are  uwcWw^^C^,  W\\^^ 


18      REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

still  in  charge  of  Mr.  Koch  and  Dr.  Feltenstein,  respectively.  These  gen- 
tlemen have  conducted  these  stations  without  charge  for  nearly  three 
years,  and  continue  as  active  in  the  good  work  as  ever.  Station  4,  re- 
cently established  in  the  store  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Field,  2615  Frederick  avenue, 
is  becoming  popular,  and  supplies  the  wants  of  an  extensive  territory.  Sta- 
tion 5,  just  established  in  the  stock  yards  district,  promises  to  become 
the  most  extensively  used  station  operated  by  the  library.  An  interesting 
experiment  is  being  watched  in  connection  with  this  station,  being  the 
establishment  of  a  reading  room.  The  station  and  reading  room  is  oper- 
ated at  the  expense  of  the  members  of  Gooding  Chapel,  of  which  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Wimberly  is  pastor,  assisted  by  the  business  men  of  that  sec- 
tion. The  idea  is  Rev.  Wimberly's,  and  to  his  progressiveness  the  suc- 
cess so  far  attained  is  due.  The  reading  rooms  are  very  pleasantly  ar- 
ranged, and  are  open  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings  for  the  receipt  of 
books  to  be  forwarded  to  the  library,  and  each  afternoon  and  evening  from 
2  to  10  o'clock.  The  library  is  doing  all  it  can  to  make  the  "Station  and 
reading  room  attractive,  having  placed  a  number  of  periodicals  at  the 
disposal  of  those  conducting  it,  and  loaned  a  carefully  selected  lot  of  books. 
50  volumes.  These  are  to  be  changed  from  time  to  time,  and  the  number 
increased  as  the  demand  warrants.  Rev.  Wimberly  is  satisfied  with  the 
results  so  far,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  library  will  soon  be  in 
position  to  establish  a  regular  branch  library  there,  his  congregation  stand- 
ing ready  to  erect  an  additional  room,  which  will  be  provided  free  when 
the  library  is  in  condition  to  furnish  books  and  a  trained  attendant.  That 
section  of  the  city  is  growing  rapidly,  and  this  is  a  question  which  will 
needs  be  met. 

COUNTY  USE  OF  LIBRARY. 

As  to  some  outside  work  attempted,  the  effort  to  extend  the  use  of 
the  library  to  the  entire  county,  for  a  small  consideration,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  heretofore  mentioned,  was  progressing  favorably,,  when 
plans  for  securing  a  new  building  developed,  and  this  interfered  with  fur- 
ther progress.  A  sufficient  number  of  signatures  to  the  petition  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  secured,  but  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  secure  more  than  was  required  by  law,  and  it  has  not  been  presented  to 
the  county  court.  It  is  hoped  to  have  this  matter  definitely  settled  before 
September,  so  that  if  a  contract  is  made  with  the  court,  time  may  be  had 
for  developing  plans  to  start  the  work  before  schools  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts open. 

BINDERY  EXPENSE. 

Books  and  periodicals  sent  to  the  bindery  for  binding  and  rebindin:^ 
numbered  1,344.  and  the  aggregate  cost  was  $(>73.2(».  This  includes  a  num- 
ber of  volumes  which  were  bound  in  a  style  which  increased  the  cost,  on 
account  of  the  value  and  the  large  use  of  the  volumes.  The  bindery  bill 
lor  the  ensuing  year  is  expected  to  show  a  further  increase,  as  the  number 
of  class  bof.ks  requiring  attention  grows  larger  each  year.  The  time  is 
looked  forward  to  when  tlie  library  uill  be  prepared  to  operate  its  own 
bindery. 
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A  WORD  IN  GENERAL. 

The  St.  Joseph  Hbrary  is  possibly  among  the  smallest  in  point  of  vol- 
umes owned  in  a  city  of  the  size  of  St.  Joseph  in  the  country,  and  the 
money  at  its  command  accounts  for  this  fact — not  being  sufficient  to  per- 
mit of  its  more  rapid  growth.  The  large  circulation  of  Its  few  book.s 
entails  a  heavy  expense  in  rebinding  and  replacing  worn-out  volumes.  This 
will  necessarily  continue  in  an  increasing  ratio  until  a  larger  number  of 
volumes  are  secured.  With  the  new  building,  arranged  on  modern  lines, 
with  an  eye  to  economy  of  administration,  it  will  be  possible  to  handle  a 
much  larger  circulation  than  at  present  without  a  proportionate  increase 
in  the  number  of  employes;  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  highest  results  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  more  books. 

The  library  has  had  an  extensive  use  since  its  opening  early  in  1891, 
the  volumes  in  the  circulating  department  being  in  especial  demand,  the 
average  issue  being  over  eijrht  times  a  year.  This  does  not  indicate  any- 
tliing  further  than  a  most  active  circulation  of  a  comparatively  few  books, 
and    rare  patience  on  the  part  of  its  patrons. 

During  the  last  four  yer.rs  nearly  3.000  volumes  have  been  withdrawn, 
mostly  worn  out,  being  21  per  cent  of  the  number  at  present  in  the  circii- 
I siting  department;  for  the  year  just  closed  withdrawals  were  7  per  cent. 

A  lack  of  means  prevents  the  development  of  the  work  of  the  library 

ixi    any  direction  to  its  fullest  extent.     While  it  has  done,  and  is  doing, 

»-nuch  with  the  money  used,  it  can  hardly  be  said  to  more  than  touch  upon 

tilie   opportunities  open  lo  it.     In  no  way  has  it  been  possible  to  occupy 

^ny   field  completely  without  neglecting  some  other  work,  possibly  as  im- 

p:>ortant.     In  school   wo^-k  better  results  have  been  obtained  than   in  any 

•ther  direction,  because  special  efforts  have  been  made  to  this  end.     Even 

lere  real  workers  are  not  satisfied,  nnd  cannot  be,  for  they  sec  what  great 

esults  are  obtained  with  so  little  effort  and  the  use  of  a  comparatively 

mall  amount  of  mon?y.     Ortsidc  oi  work  on  educational  lines,  practically 

.11    effort  to"  increase  circulation  (merely  as  circulation)   have  boon  aban- 

<:3oned,  it  being  deemed  unwise  and  a  waste  of  time  to  urge  the  use  of  the 

'\  ibrary   by   general   readers   when    it  is   all   but    impossible   to    meet   their 

"v^ants. 

St.  Joseph  presents  a  wide  f'cld  for  library  work,  in  that  there  arc 
"«-io  educational  institutions  in  the  city  outside  the  public  schools  and  schools 
•'^f  like  nature  (parochial.  Christian  Brotlier^'  College,  Sacred  TTcart  Coii- 
"V'ent),  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  fill  it. 

Conservative  estimates  of  the  population  of  the  city  place  it  at  from 
'75,000  to  85,000  inhabitants.  The  present  library  revenue,  therefore,  indi- 
c:ates  a  cost  for  conductinic  't  of  less  than  10  cents  per  iidiabitant.  The  new 
library  law,  the  evident  interest  of  the  people  in  the  lil)rary.  i)oiTit  to  the 
<nnly  solution  of  the  problem. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  a.^aiii  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  tho 
l)oard  for  their  kindly  consideration  at  all  times,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
great  help  of  those  connected  with  me  in  all  library  work. 
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Following  will  be  found  (1)  the  financial  statement  of  the  librarian, 
(2)  accessions,  (3)  circulation  statistics,  (4)  list  of  donors,  (5)  list  of  bound 
magazines  in  reference  room,  and,  after  the  committee  reports,  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  work  of  the  library  during  its  ten  years'  existence,  with  a  list 
of  library  pulilications,  etc.     Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT.  Librarian. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.'  May  1,  1900, 

State  of  Missouri,        1 
County  of  Buchanan,  J 

Before  me,  Edward  S.  Douglas,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  herein  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library, 
books  added  and  withdrawn,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.  EDWARD  S.  DOUGLAS, 

(Seal.)  Notary  Public. 

Given   under  my  hand  and   seal  this  9th  day  of  May,   1900.     Commission 

expires  Nov.   16,   1900. 

( I )— FINANCIAL. 

DEPARTMENT  EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries  library  employes   $  3,949  00 

R(K)ks    1,421  40 

Periodicals    343  62 

Hiiuliiuj    673  26 

Rtnt    450  00 

Heat    144  47 

Janitor    Service    229  00 

Printing  and  Stationery  85  70 

Postage    20  00 

I'^niiiture     84  75 

Repairs     58  10 

Insurance     75  00 

Miscellaneous     144  66 


$    7,674  96 


LIBRARY   COLLECTIONS. 
RECEIPTS. 

Brought    forward    $ 

Received    from   fines    

Catalogues  and  supplements    

Special  books  

Miscellaneous   sources    


p     2  40 

388  80 

57  15 

19  10 

98  26 

$ 

565  89 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Deposited  with  Treasurer $       343  00 

♦Incidental   expenses 212  52 

Forward     10  37 


$       565  J:9 

*The  incidental  expense  account  includes  all  postage  of  the  library 
other  than  printed  postal  cards,  freight,  cartage  and  express  on  books, 
delivery  station  expenses,  the  purchase  of  ink,  pens,  pencils  and  like  small 
supplies. 


(2)— ACCESSIONS. 


Number  volumes  reported  April  30.  1899 17,256 

Volumes  reported  missing,  since   found   2     17,258 

Accessions  year  ending  April  30,  1900: 

Purchased 1,429 

Periodicals  bound   214 

Donations  classified  135 

Deposited  by  government  269      2,047 

Less  withdrawals: 

Worn  out  887 

Lost  and  paid  for  15 

Exchanged     7 

Missing  14         923 


Net  increase  for  the  year  1,124 


Total  volumes  now  in  library 18,3S2 
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ACCESSIONS    AND    WITHDRAWALS    CLASSIFIED    FOR    Y 

ENDING  APRIL  30,  1900. 

Accessions.  Withdrawals.  Net 

General    20  0 

Philosophy    28  1 

Theology   29  3 

Sociology     64  0 

Philology     6  0 

Natural  Science    6S  2 

Useful  Arts    25  3 

Fine  Arts 29  3 

Literature   53  17 

Poetry  and  Drama 23  1 

Travel     98  11 

Biography   76  10 

History 160  13 

Bound  Periodicals,  reference 197  15 

Other  Reference  Volumes  26  0 

Fiction    876  826 

Government   Deposit    269  0 

2.047  905 


o 

< 

D 
u 

u 

O 

u 

< 

h 

Q 
CO 

< 


/n 


^ii«0  aaj 


00 


8 

8 


Iw>ox 


?:S»^t«ek3oo%|SS]Str 

^         ^  ©<  ^  ^  •• 


S5 


SI 
8' 


Ijjdv 


SSSS*S5SS2feg2| 

•>  SI  »^  8*  •»  W 


s 


00 


qM«|C 


ssss^^gsosessgljs 


So 


Si 


xa^iuqa^      SSiS8-'88S3||||S 


SS 


Xmnnvf 


S3S5*8SS|§|||2 


jaqmaoAG 


8Sss;*-sss5||S58« 


3 


iC« 


jaqmaAON 


ssss*5S8|gg|2i     p 


joqo^ao 


09  00  ^  V  n  M3 


s 


ceil 


12 


j<Kini99d98 


ototeviOQeeoef) 


lOtOiO 


3«»S 


to«< 


iSsg? 


s 


00 


^■nSny 


"^    **    » 


cp<o 


£inc 


kO  ^  C0  «0        «0  99iO  AGO  Oai  O  |£ 

M  rH  i>^  i>^  eo  T 


lO  CO 


euDp 


t-^^»       I". '^  I".  0>  K- I'*  O  *  <** 


iC«W 


«eia^o      r<«>Acer^o»ecaaccio 

CO  1-1  ^  1^  «  I'' 


CD  ^ 
ao 


33 


o 
'~> 

a 

■  -^    •>>>••     fc-  a?  '- 


a 

s 

cS 


o 

1. 


e9  d 


u 


S 


lO 

00 


s 


OD 


I- 


i 


I- 

CO 

00 


o 

t- 

a  I 
cs 


U 


&2 


82 


S| 


lO  m 


^S 


sg 

•'*  CO 
CO 


?5« 


cc  ?• 


a 

a 

c 

Q 

c 


9 
u 


a 
®  •'J 


■    <9 

o  > 


24      REPORT  OF  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


> 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:     Additions  to  the  library  during  the  year  aggregate  2,W 
as  follows:    1,429  purchased.  214  periodicals  bound,  135  donations  classifie( 
and  2<»P  deposited  by  the  United  States  Government.     Withdrawals  wei 
923,  of  which  887  were  worn  out,  7  partial  set  withdrawn  and  replaced  b* 
complete  set,  lo  lost  and  paid  for,  14  missing.     The  library  now  contain^'^K  ins 
18,382  volumes. 

Continued  care  is  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  use  of  ihm^  ^he 
public.  The  constant  endeavor  is  to  make  the  growth  of  the  differeT!~»'  ^^aent 
library  departments  as  uniform  as  possible,  while  at  the  same  time  meer  ^^  -et- 
ing  the  wants  and  real  needs  of  its  patrons. 

This  committee  has  done  its  utmost  to  improve  the  taste  of  the  gener*— »  -=ral 
reader    by   endeavoring  to   supply   them    with   the   best   books   publishe*'  -^^  ^e<l. 
within  its  means,  while  dropping  from  the  library  shelves  volumes  of  ler  -^^  Jess 
merit.     Every  effort  is  made  to  supply  the  student  in  any  department  wir  m:  -^^ith 
the  volumes  absolutely  neccssarv  for  a  correct  understanding  of  the  su' Mi^m- sub- 
ject under  his  consideralion.    Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  complcs^  M'«Iet- 
ing  some  important  sets  of  periodicals  indexed  in  Poole,  with  fairly  sai^-^ssat- 
isfactory  results,  while  other  sets  have  been  added.    The  most  important        ^^"t  oi 
this  latter  ciass  is  the  Mac:azine  of  American  History,  Chautauquan,  A  ^^^^!aAu- 
tlior   (donated),   Hours  at   Home  (donated).     The  report  of  the  libraris  i"  ~ian 
shows  the  magazines  now  in  the  reference  room,  the  complete  sets  ht'im  m:  -ing 
indicated. 

The  hoi  c  '"^  aiiain  expressed  that,  in  consideration  of  the  work  it  ^i  is 
atteiiiiUii'ir.  the  library  v.ill  !)e  considered  worthy  of  endowment  in  sobk'  -^nie 
of  Us  (Icpartmcnts  by  c'lizens  of  St.  Joseph. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  McEVOY. 
J.  W.  ATWILL, 
H.   K.  WHITE, 

Library  Committee. 
St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  1.  1900. 
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REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

'o  the  Boaid  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:    The  report  of  tiie  Treasurer  of  the  Board  and  of  the  Li 
)rarian  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  correct,  setting  forth  in  detail 
he  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year,  together  with  all  the  financial 
ransactions. 

The  apportionment  of  funds  for  library  purposes  for  the  year  just  begun 
las  been  made  by  the  finance  committee  of  the  city  council,  and  amounts  to 
RohO,  an  increase  of  $300  apportioned  last  year.  This  was  the  sum  asked 
or,  the  many  demands  upon  the  city  for  money  being  the  reason  this  con- 
nittee  did  not  attempt  to  secure  a  greater  sum. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.    A.    PFF4FFER, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
LEWIS  M.  SMITH. 

Finance   Committee. 
St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  1    1900. 


REPORT  OF  ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  An  examination,  made  at  the  usual  time,  shows  the  gen- 
ral  condition  of  ihc  library  to  be  :«s  irood  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
'he  rooms  and  shelves  are  over-crowded,  but  in  view  of  the  hope  that  tlu* 
ew  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  within  a  year,  little  expense  will 
V  incured  to  remedy  this  condition  at  this  tinu'. 

The  year's  statistics  show  tliat  the  nuni!)er  of  volumes  worn  out  is  agiin 
uite  large,  and  from  this  time  will  probably  gradually  increase  until  the 
lumber  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  largely  a  Idid  to.  The  system  of  re 
►airs,  etc.,  inaugurated  uiuk  r  the  present  administration,  and  whi«:li 
esnlted  last  year  in  a  large  sriving  in  the  matter  of  longer  service  from  tin- 
>ooks,  has  reached  the  lin:it.  and  the  old  rate  of  withdrawals  will  again 
>pgin. 

The  library  force  has  c>)ntinne(i   unchangoi   thronj.^h()Ut  the  year. 

Respectfully   :.ubniitteH. 

JOHN    M.    STKWXRT. 
CHAS.   I'.  CARGILL. 
L.   M.    .SMITH, 
.A d ni i n i st r:\ t ion   d m^ mitt ee. 
St.  Joseph.  Mo..   M:'y   I.   100(V 
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REPORT  OF  BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS 

COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  on  building  and  grounds  submits  here- 
with a  report  of  the  expenditures  in  the  department  under  its  charge  during 
the  year  ending  April  30,  1900,  as  required  by  the  by-laws: 

Rent $        50  00 

Janitor   service    229  00 

Insurance    75  00 

Fuel    '. 144  47 

Furniture     84  75 

Repairs    58  10 

Water   28  80 

Ice 5  65    $     1,075  77 

The  increased  expenditure  for  furniture  was  necessitated  by  the  pur- 
chase of  a  new  card-catalogue  case.  All  expenditures  were  made  on  ap- 
proval of  the  board  ot  directors. 

The  resignation  of  David  McKinney  as  janitor  was  accepted  in  Octo- 
ber, the  vacancy  being  filled  by  the  appointment  of  F.  G.  Burgderfer. 

As  heretofore,  the  Park  Commissioners  and  Park  Superintendent  Ran 
have  agreed  to  furnish  plants  and  flowers  for  the  beautifying  of  the 
grounds. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 
J.  B.  RILEY, 
Building  and  Grounds  Committee. 

St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  1,  1900. 

(4j— DONATIONS- 
NAME. 

Aguilar   Free    Library,   N.   Y. 

Aniick,    W.    K.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Atkinson,    Edward.  Hrooklinc.  Mass. 

Bender,  John    C.  St.  Josci)li,  Mo. 

Benjamin      Franklin  Statnc  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bittinger,    Maj.  J.  L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Board  of  Trustees,  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind. 

Boston  Book  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bronson     Library.  Waterhury,  Conn. 

Brooklyn   Public  Library,  Brooklyn,   Mass. 

Buffalo    Public    Library.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bullard,   Rev.   Henry,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Canada    Department   of   Agriculture. 
Carnegie    Free    Library,  Alleghany,   Pa. 


Vols. 

Nos. 

Pamp. 
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Carnegie   Library,  Homestead,  Pa. 

Chicago  (111.)   Public  Library. 

Cleveland    (O.)   Public  Library. 

Dayton  (O.)  Public  Library. 

Depew,    Chauncey  M.,  New  York. 

Doniphan,    Col.  John,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Eckel,  E.  J.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Enoch   Pratt   Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Erie   (Pa.)   Public  Library. 

Evanston  (111.)    Free  Public  Library. 

Forbes    Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Gloversville    (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

Grand    Rapids  (Mich.)  Public  Library. 

Guthrie,   Dr.   K.  S.,  Oaklyn,  N.  J. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library. 

Henry,    Mrs.,    St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Holman,  Glenn  O.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Co.,  New  York. 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James   Prendergast  Free  Library,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 

Lawrence    (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

Library     Company    of    Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  Public  Library. 

Lynn  (Mass.)   Public  Library. 

Madison  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

Melville,    Commodore,  Geo.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mercantile    Library,   New  York. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

National  Education  Association. 

Newark  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Librar>.  * 

Newberry   Library,  Chicago,  III. 

New    Haven    (Conn.)   Free  Public   Lil)rary. 

Newton   (Mass.)   Free  Public  Library. 

New   York   Public  Library. 

New  York  State  College  of  Forestry. 

Northwestern   University,   Evanston.  111. 

Omaha   (Neb.)     Public  Library. 

Packard,     Rev.    W.   F.,   St.  Joseph,    Mo.,   subscription 

to  the    Illustrated   American   Methodist   Monthly. 
Park   College,   Parkville,  Mo. 
Patcrson  (N.  J.)   Free  Public  Library. 
Peabody    Institute,  Dan  vers.  Mass. 
Peoria    (111.)    Public  Library. 
Pratt    Institute,   Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Providence    (R.  I.)   Public  Library. 
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5        Quincy  (III.)  Public  Library. 

Rees,  George,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Rutt,  Chris   L.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
1        Salem    (Mass.)  Public  Library. 
G        San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Public  Library. 

1  Scranton    (Pa.)  Public  Library. 

2  St.   Louis  (Mo.)  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

3  St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 
Taylor,  C.  F.,  Philadelphi.i,  Pa. 
Taylor,   E.    M.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

2        Toronto   (Canada)  Public  Library. 

2  Tufts    Library,    Weymouth,  Mass. 
Turner,   Mrs.   Thos.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
University  of  Missouri  News  Letter. 
Warren,  Mrs.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

3  Warren   County  (111.)     Library    and    Reading    Roc 

Association. 
White,  H.  K.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Wild,  E.  O.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  (and  photos). 

1  William  Jewell    College,  Liberty,  Mo. 

3        Wisconsin   Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

2  Wisconsin   Free   Library  Commission. 
2        Wiziardi,    Robert,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Wood,  Henry. 


(5) — Bound  Magazines  in  Reference  Room. 


American   F-'U'ctrician. 
'^\nu•^ican  Historical  Review. 
^American    Illustrated   Methodist 

Magazine. 
^American  Journal  of  Politics. 

{.Ma^a/ine    of    Civics.) 
American   Teaclier.   ISjIl-date. 
'^  Arena. 
Art   /vmateur. 
Art    Interchange. 
Athenaeum    (  London). 
*.\tlantic  Monthly. 

■  Author.. 

*riirds    (And    .Ml    Nature). 

Black  woods. 

*f»ookman. 

^'Bulletin  of  Bibliography. 

^'Century. 

rhand)ers'  Journal. 

■  Chautauquan. 
Contenii)orary  Review. 

*Co  sniopolitan. 


Journal  of  Education. 

*].and  of  Sunshine. 

Library  Journal. 

LipI»incott. 

*]jlleirs  I^iving  Age. 

''McClurc's  Magazine. 

Macmillan's. 

.\LiL>a/ine  of  Art. 

*Mag.'i/.ine  of  American  History. 

.\!aua/ine  of  Western   History. 

*^'^ssionary  Review  of  the  World. 

"^'Munsey'r.    \L'iga/inc.     (Monthly). 

Nation. 

New    England    Magazine,     ("id   serie* 

complete). 
New   I'.ngland   (ieneological   and 

Historical   Register. 
Nineteenth  Century. 
North   .American    Review, 
editing. 
Outlook. 
Overland 
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t   History, 
t  Literature. 

Magazine.    (2d  series  com- 
c). 

ional  Review. 
lulv  Review. 


Lady's  Book, 
•'s  Magazine. 
s  VV'eekly. 
s  Young  People. 

at  Home. 

ed  American. 

cd  London  News. 

ed  News  of  the  World. 

Printer. 


♦Popular  Science. 
Postal  Record. 
♦Public  Libraries. 
Public  Opinion. 
♦Putnam's  Magazine. 
♦Review  of  Reviews. 
School  Journal. 

Scientific  American.     1856-date. 
Scientific  American  Supplement. 
♦Scribner's  Monthly. 
♦Scribner's  Magazine. 
Southern  Magazine. 
St.  Nicholas. 
Universal  Review. 
Western  Electrician. 
Westminster  Review. 
Wide  Awake. 

William  and  Mary  Colleg*»  Quarterly. 
♦Complete  sets. 


List  of  Members  of  Library  Board,  1 890- 1 900. 

Alphabetically  Arranged* 

.   W 1^05-1898-1899-1900.    (Unexpired  term 

of  J.  DeClue.) 

r.  J.   L 1890-1892. 

Rev.   Henry    189r)-1890.     ( Unexpired   term   of   Rev. 

Foote). 

r     P  l.S<)0-dntp 

.John   189M899.   (Died  October  23.   1899). 

4.  L 189ll-189.^.     (  Resigned). 

.  H.  G lSjm-189;]. 

W.   H 1^<94-1897. 

illard  P 1S:)0-1891. 

•.   G.   W 1^<)0-I89r>. 

rs.  G.  C 1890.     (  Resigned). 

C 1890-1X95 

.  J.  T 1890-1892. 

.  Rev.  J.   L Is'Od-IDOo.     (Resigned). 

Mrs.  J.  S 18!H».     (  Resigned). 

.  S.  H lx9!l-dalo..  . 

,  Jas.    A lS9T-(latc. 

.  \W.    H 18!i:)-1898. 

E.  R ^^!9o-I^9(;. 

crer.    B 1890-l^<97. 

C.   A K^9<;-date. 

r.    Barton    1^92-1898.    .  . 

'r.  J.  B H98-(latc. 

C    T 1892-189:). 

:>T    J.    F IS90.     (  RcM^ncd). 

..   M lS97-date. 

J.   M I8a8.date. 

rl.  K 1890-date. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 

By  vote  of  the  people  at  the  regular  city  election  in  April,  1890,  the 
Free  Tublic  Library  was  ordered  established.  In  the  month  of  January 
preceding,  a  legal  petition  was  presented  to  the  Common  Council,  asking 
that  the  question  of  levying  a  tax  of  three-tenths  of  a  mill  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  free  public  library  be  submitted  to  the 
voters.  The  ordinance  submitting  the  question  was  passed  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  and,  at  the  ensuing  election,  the  proposition  carried  by  a  major- 
ity of  &,722. 

FIRST  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Following  the  election,  the  first  Board  of  Directors  was  appointed, 
consisting  of  Rev.  H.  L.  Foote,  E.  B.  Nceley,  Willard  P.  HaH,  H.  G. 
Getchcll,  J.  Francis  Smith,  B.  Newburger,  George  W.  Hendley,  Mrs.  J.  S» 
l.enion  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Hull.  Rev.  Foote  was  elected  president,  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity  until  1895,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  removing 
from  the  city;  E.  B.  Necley,  vice-president;  H.  G.  Getchell,  secretary. 
After  serving  on  the  board  but  a  short  time,  Mrs.  Lemon,  Mrs.  Hull  and 
Mr.  Smith  resigned,  being  succeeded  by  J.  T.  Johnson,  George  C.  Hull  and 
J.  L.  Bittingcr.  Rev.  Henry  Bullard  succeeded  to  the  presidency  on  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  Foote,  serving  until  the  following  June,  when  John 
DcCluc  was  elected  and  filled  the  position  until  his  death,  October  23,  189?). 
He  was  succeeded  by  J.  W.  Atwill. 

SUCCKEDS  TO  PROPERTY  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  St.  Jnsi'pli  Pul)lic  Library  Association,  organized  in  1887,  had. 
thmu^li  the  efforts  of  .Mrs.  T.  F.  VanNatta.  Mrs.  George  C.  Hull,  Mrs. 
John  .S.  LeiiKui  and  otliers.  .iCciiniulated  li.JTli  volumes,  with  some  furniture. 
Upon  the  succe>sful  terniin.'tion  <»f  the  I'ree  P'.ihlic  Library  movement  and 
tlie  api^ointnient  ot  a  l^oard  of  Directors,  these  were  turned  over  to  the 
h^ree  I^lhlic  Lil;rary.  and  still  heads  the  li>t  of  donations  in  point  of  value. 
It  is  l)iit  just  to  say  that  it  was  the  efforts  o{  the  ladies  named  above  and 
iheir  associates  to  establish  ;nid  maintain  a  subscription  library,  the  hard 
work  they  were  doinp.  and  the  l!;oo(!  restdiini.'  from  the  very  limited  means 
at  command,  which  brought  out  the  necessity  for  a  library  as  a  public 
cliargc. 

LIRR.\RL\XS. 

Henry  J.  Carr  of  (irand  Raid''s.  Mich.,  was  ap]H)inted  the  first  librarian, 
and  a^sumecl  char)j:e  Oct,  ]('<  ]f<*^^K  rem.aininij:  until  .\ujj:ust.  ISOl.  when  he 
accei)ted  a  similar  position  in  the  .Sc»-anton  t  Pa.)  Public  Library.  Thj 
late  George  T.  Wright,  then  a  resident  of  California,  was  named  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  but  declined,  and  Wm.  IT.  Cid\er  received  the  appointment.  Ho 
resij.(ned  the  following  May.  and  Miss  L.  C.  Senter  was  installed  as  actinv( 
librarian  until  July  10.  18!):?.  when  Henry  L.  Elmendorf  was  appointed 
librarian,  serving  imtil  Sep*.  30.  189G.  when  he.  too.  resigned,  being  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  incumbent. 
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ATTEMPTS  TO  INCREASE  LIBR.'.RY  REVENUES. 

In   1895  an  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  proportion    of    taxes    for 
library    purposes    to    one    mill.     The  proposition,  submitted  at  a  regular 
election,  was  defeated,-  securing  3.179  votes,  which  was  not  a  majority  oi 
the  voters  voting  at  the  election.     There  were  but  542  votes  cast  against  it. 
In  1897  another  attempt  was  made  to  increase  the  library  tax,  the  amount 
asked  for  being  six-tenths  of  a  mill.     Failing  again  to  receive  the  required 
majority  (3,.^83  for  to  891  against),  it  was  realized  that  under  the  existing 
library  and   election  laws  it   would  be  all  but  impossible   to  again  secure 
the  necessary  votes,  and  in  1898  a  bill  amending  the  library  law  was  drafted 
and  submitted  to  the  state  legislature      After  several  months  of  anxious 
work  it  became  a  law  in  June.  1899.    Under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  it  is 
necessary  to  secure  only  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  library  proposi- 
tion to  establish  a  free  public  library  or  to  increase  a  tax  already  ordered, 
instead  of  a  majority  of  voters  voting  at  the  election  on  all  propositions. 
The  proposition  may  be  submitted  at  a  special  election,  if  it  is  deemed  ad- 
visable to  remove  it  entirely  from  political  entnnglements.      The  law  also 
provides  for  extending  the  use  of  a  library  to  the  citizens  of  the  county  in 
which  it  may  be  located  by  authorizing  the  county  court  to  contract  there- 
for, paying  for  the  privilege  from  the  regular  county  revenues.     The  county 
court  of  this  county  would  have  been  asked  to  pass  upon  this  question  some 
time  since,  but  that  the  movement  which  was  inaugurated  to  this  end  was 
permitted  to  lapse  on  account  of  the  new  building  proposition. 


GROWTH.  EXPENSE  AND  USE  OF  LIBRARY. 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth,  expenses  and  use  of  the  library, 
by  years,  since  its  establishment: 

"\'ear  ending     No.  vols.  Card                Vols. 

-April  30          in  Library          Expenses         Circulation  Holders     Withdrawn 

J891    5,510               $5.550  04                  *7,87r)  1,546 

1892   6,774                 7,8()5  13              **9l>..'M  J  3,88J                     9 

3893   ***9,713                  7.029  08                  02.714  3,840                  110 

1894    11,512                  7.581   19                100.921  3.866                  3^9 

1895    12.859                  7.146  15                 108,892  4.103                  201 

1896   13,579                  6,609  16                100,073  4.167                  375 

1897   14,839                  8,2^W^  12                120,853  4.347                  72'i 

1898   15,777                 7,629  43                117.483  4..'r)2                 Sr>8 

1899 17.226                  7,261   10              xl04,l46  4.2S4                  352 

1900   18.382                  7.674  ^6                109,939  4.608                  9ii9 

♦Circulating  department   opened   March   16. 

**Closed  one  week  on  account  of  removal. 

♦♦♦Government   collection  a<lded   from  St.  Joseph    Mechanical    Library 

Association. 
xClosed  two  weeks  by  order  board  of  health    on    account    diphtheria 

epidemic. 
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LOCATION  OF  LIBRARY. 

Until   Nov.  10,   1890.  the  library  occupied    the    second    floor    of 
Samuels  building,  which  had  also  been  used  by  the  Library  Associati 
at  Sixth  and  Charles  streets.     On  the  date  named  it  was  removed  to  Te 
and  Sylvanie,  its  present  location.     The  property  selected  as  the  site  of  t 
new  library  building,  Tenth  and  Felix  streets,  is  three  blocks  nearer  t 
business  portion  of  the  city,  convenient  to  street  car  lines,  with  no  hill 
climb. 
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Alphabetical  List  of  Employes— J  890- 1 900. 

Name.  Office  Appointed  Resigned 

♦Biibhnell,  Stella  M Assistant Feb.  11,  1896 Feb.  24,  189S 

Carr,  H.  J Librarian Oct.  16,  1890 July  8,  1801 

Culver,  W.   H Librarian July  18.  1891 May  1,  1892 

Douglas,   Susie   Assistant May  7,  1892 Dec.   1,  1892 

Elmendorf,  H.   L Librarian July  1,  1892 Oct.  1,  IS% 

Hendley,  Mattie  Assistant Sept.   1891 Feb.  22,   1891 

Irwin,  Grace   Sub-Assistant July,  1891 Aug.,  18')1 

♦iMartin,   Eudora   Assistant. July  20,  1896 

Mcrriman,   Erie   Stenographer Nov.  23,  1893  

Merriman,    Erie    Assistant Feb.  22,  1894 July  20,  181MJ 

Norton,  John   Messenger Aug.  12,  1897 Feb.  1,  1899 

*01ds,  Miranda  M Assistant Feb.  24,  1898 

Perry,  Annie  M Assistant Feb.  13,  1891 

Rathbun,  Cornelia  L Assistant Dec.   18,  1890  

Ritner,  Kaliope   Assistant Feb.  22,  1894 March  1,  18'>6 

Russell.  Mrs.  A.  J Assistant June  28,  1890. Died  March,  18')l 

\'aii   Valkenburg.  Agnes.  . .  .Assistant Jan.  27.  1891 May,   18'H 

Scntcr.  Lvilu  C Assistant  Lib Feb.   13,   1891    

W'hilniorc.    Roy    Messenger Feb.  1,  1899 

Wright.   Purd    B Lil)rarian October  1,1896. 

*Froni  Library  Training  Class. 

JANITORS. 

Ball.    Howard,  colored   Janitor Dec.  18,  1890 Sept.,   18!H 

P.urgdcrfcr,    Frank    G Janitor Nov.  1,   1899   

McKinncy,   David,  colored Janitor Sept.,    1891 Nov.   1,    181>1^ 

PRESENT  TRAINING  CLASS,  IDOO. 
Elani.  Magnolia.  Petcrnian.  Minnie  P. 
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THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  LIBRARY  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the   Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  PubUc  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  appointed  to  act  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee of  the  School  Board  in  reference  to  the  Public  Library  Building, 
respectfully  submits  the  following  detailed  report: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
January  11,  1900,  the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer, 
Was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote: 

"Whereas,  The  work  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph  is  seriously,  hampered  through  its  location,  lack  of  proper  rooms 
a.nd  facilities  for  economical  administration;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  greater  portion  of  the  work  of  said  library  is,  and  by 
right  should  be,  with  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools  of  said  city;  and, 

"Whereas,  The  value  of  the  library  as  an  educational  medium  and  its 
Sreat  helpfulness  to  the  schools  aforesaid  is  now  being  fully  recognized  by 
t:]iose  in  charge  thereof  and  the  public  generally;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,  By  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
t-he  City  of  St.  Joseph,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three  members  of 
t-his  body  be  appointed  by  the  president  to  confer  with  the  Board  of  Edn- 
cration  of  said  city,  looking  to  the  securing  of  a  library  and  school  office 
l:3uilding  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  work  sought  to  be  ac 
<:roniplished,  and  a  credit  to  the  city,  by  the  issue  of  bonds  by  said  Boa'd 
c^f  Education  (as  permitted  by  the  law  under  which  it  is  operating),  to  tho 
amount  of  $100,000;  and,  further,  that  the  said  Board  of  Education  be  and 
i  s  hereby  requested  to  submit  to  the  voters  of  this  district,  at  as  early  a 
<:iate  as  possible,  the  question  of  issuing  said  l)onds  for  the  purpose  dcsig- 
Yiated. 

"Resolved,  further,  That  said  committee  is  authorized  and  empowered 

"to  conduct  all  negotiations   with   saifl  Board   of   Education    in    relation    o 

securing  the  issue  of  said  bonds,  plans  f(»r  l)iiilding.  location  of  same,  cx- 

I)ense   of  maintaining,  etc.,  reports  of   progress   to  be   made   to  this  l)ody 

from  time  to  time  for  approval. 

"The  fact  that  no  rented  building,  conveniently  located  and  suitable  for 
library  purposes,  within  the  nu'ans  of  tlie  Library  P>f)ar(l.  is  likely  to  be 
secured,  is  deemed  sufficient  f::round  for  pr(>riii)t  action  on  this  matter." 

The  president  appointed  as  sucli  coniniittec,  C  harlcs  A.  Pfeiffer.  II.  K. 
^Vhite  and  John  M.  Stewart. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Feb.  S.  the  com- 
niittee  presented  the  above  resolution.  After  its  consideration,  that  body 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 
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"Whereas,  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  t\vc 
City  of  St.  Joseph  has  petitioned  this  body,  by  resolution,  asking  that  ^y^ 
question  of  issuing  $100,000  in  bonds,  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  wh**^ 
are  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  grounds  and  the  erection  thereon  o^  ^' 
library  and  jchool  office  building,  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  this  scVm^^^ 
district  at  an  early  day;  and 

"Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Education  arc  cognizant^      ^^ 
the  educational   work  being  done  by  the  Free  Public  Library,    its    cl-^^^^ 
association  with  all  school  matters,  the  difficulties  under  which  it  is  lab^   "^^" 
ing,  and  the  powerless  condition  of  the  directors  thereof  in  so  far  as  p-      ^^' 
viding  money  for  a  suitable  building  is  concerned,  and  believing  that  i^K^  '^ 
not  only  to  the  best  interests  of  the  schools,  but  to  all  of  the  people  of  -^•"^ 
city  that  a  creditable  home  for  the  library  and  school  offices  be  provid_^    '^'^ 
are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  plan;  therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved,   That  the   Board  of  Education  of  the   City  of   St.   Jos< 
favors  the  submission  of  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  a  library 
school  office  building  in  the  sum  of  $100,000  at  an  election  to  be  held 
said  district  hereafter. 

"Resolved,  further,  That  a  committee  consisting  of  three  members 
this  Board  is  hereby  directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  president,  whose  di 
it  shall  1)0  to  consult  with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Library  Boa 
in   relation  to  the   election   and   means  for  getting  the  question  propei 
before  the  people,  and  in  connection  with  said  committee,  to  arrange  f« 
the  plans  for  said  building,  the  location  thereof,  the  terms  upon  which 
shall  be  jointly  occupied  and  any  other  matters  of  like  nature.     Reports 
be  made  from  time  to  time  to  this  body  for  consideration  and  approv; 
Tlic  altornoy  of  this  Board  i*^  dirc/U'cl  to  aid  such  joint  committee  in  ih 
l)r(.'paration   ol'  necessary   resohitions   for   Ihc    proper    submission    of     tl 
(jueslion  to   the  people." 

J.  C.  Wyatt.  K.  M.  Mitcliell  atul  I.  T.  Hosca  were  appointed  the  scho':c 
coniniittee  under  the  resolution. 

On  the  JfKh  day  of  Fehrunry.  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education 
a  si)eeial  election  was  calle'l  f(^r  Mnrch  'M  to  vote  upon  the  proposition  o 
issuinj.^  bonds.     At  the  election   i>ut  3.07'5  votes  were  cast,  2,512  being  foi 
the  proposition,  and  -'►Ol   against. 

Inmiediately  after  the  favoralile  vote  upon  the  question  of  the  issuanc( 
of   bonds,   the   joint   committee   called   for  propositions  for  a  site,   and   th<^^ 
School   Board  inv'ted  proposals  for  bonds.     Offerings  for  the  bonds  wer< 
numer(»us.  and  the  issue  in  which  we  are  interested  has  sold  at  a  premium 
of  Fonr  Thousand  Eicrht  Hundred  and  Fifty  ($4..'^5O.O0)  Dollars,  being  upoi 
the  l)asis  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  3.48  per  cent. 

W'e  found  that  a  larc:c  majority  of  the  people  interested  in  the   selec- 
tion of  the  site,  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  erecting  the  Library  Building  \r 


n 


^'5.- 
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court  held  that  the  first  case  merely  permitted  the  chancre  of  use  from  <^^^ 
public    purpose    to    another  of  thosie  designated  by  the  act,  and  that     ^^^ 
council  could  not  extend  a  street  throitgh  groimd    used    for    educational 
purposes,  because,  it  was  not  one  of  the  public  uses  named    in   the      ^'^^• 
Board  of  Education  vs.  Detroit  30,  Michigan  510. 

*'A  later  case  from  Mississippi  decides  that  where  ground  was  (E«*i'- 
cated  for  a  park  it  could  not  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a  scnool  ho'^-isc, 
and  the  donors  were  allowed  to  bring  an  injunction  suit  to  prevent  ^  ^'^^'^ 

0  ' 

use.     Rowzee  vs.  Pierce  23,  Southern  307. 

*'The  Missouri  case  affecting  the  Brookfield  Park,  indicates  that        the 

Missouri  Supreme  Court  is  inclined  to  construe  dedications  of  this  cha^  -mzc- 

ter  strictly.     In  a  later  case  in  1890  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  state  '•^ekl 

that  a  deed  given  by  the  City  of  Girardeau  to  the  BoJard  of  Regents  of      the 

State   Normal  School,  purporting  to  convey  to  them  a  piece  of  groun^::=3  in 

that  city,  which  had  been  dedicated  for  the  establishment  of  a  public  sct'^o^^ 

was  invalid,  although  the  Normal  School  is  very  largely  supported  by  ^zi^u-'- 

lic  grants  of  money,  and  was  a  part  of  the  public  school  system.     In        the 

opinion  the  court  says,  (citing  to  the  Brookfield  case,  and  other  Miss-^^^"" 

cases)  the  City  of  Cape  Girardeau  may  control  and  regulate  the  use  of      ^^^ 

property,  but  it   has  no  ritrht  to  devote  the  same  to  private  uses,  o«^  ^^ 

public  uses  different  from  those  specified  in  the  deed.      Where  land      ^^\ 

been   dedicated  to  specified,   limited  and  defined  purposes  the  subjec*^    ^^ 

the  grant  cannot  l)e  used  for  another  and  a  different  purpose.     BoarcS    ^ 

Reg:ents  vs.   Painter,  TO'J  Missouri  loc.  cit.  470. 

^\ 
"TIr"  New  Jersey  case  above  referred  to  which  gives  the  definitior*   _       ' 

a  park,  is  cited  apuroviiij^ly  as  to  diversion  of  property  from  uses  for  wh^  "•"  *"  . 

it  was  dedicated.     No  opinion  was  expressed  to  the  term  park,  as  the  C  ^*" 

does  not  call  for  such  expression. 

"In  a  very  early  case.  Post  \  s.  Pearsall,  22  Wend.  473,  it  was  said  t^ 
when   a   dedication  is  made,   individuals   are  invited  to  build,   improve,  ; 
make  their  arrangements   of  life  and   business   in  reference   to  such  pu 
right,  and  the  C(jurt  held  that  abutting  property  holders  could  restrain 
diversion    of    a    public    use.     Tiiis   ruHng    has   been    followed    in    numer 
cases  since. 

"The  use  of  the  Park  for  our  proposed  Library  Building  would  be  '^ 
for   educational   purposes,  not   for  purposes  of  amusement  and  recreati   ^^"^ 
and  therefore,  in  our  view  wouM  be  a  diversion  from  the  original  purpo^^' 

"Hiere   are   numerous;    other   cases   which    we    have   not   stated,   wh  ^^ 

j)ri\ate  buildings  have  been  held  to  be  nuisances  when  erected  on  grou^""^ 
de<licaled    for   pul)lic   purposes.     The   above   are   practically    all     the     ca-    ^^ 
which  indicate   that  the  same  rule  applies  to   public  buildings,  but  in  v^ 
of  the  declaration  of  the  Illinois  Court  above  noted,  that  the  pul)lic  has 
more    right   to   put   its    buildings  in   a   park   than    it   has  to   permit   priv 

r 

indivi(hials  to  do  so,  it  would   appear  tliat  there   is  an  undonl)ted   rights  , 

the  proi)erty  holders  adjacent  to  the  Park,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Sn».  "• 
to  prevent  such  erection  by  injunction.     The  property  wcadd  not  rever^^ 
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heirs  as  in  the  case  of  abandonment,  but  the  only  remedy  would 
unction,  and  if  they  should   see  fit  to  bring  such  suit,  it  is  our 
at  the  injunction  would  be  granted." 
1: 

"K.  M.  MITCHELL. 

"H.  K.  WHITE. 

"JOHN  M.  STEWART." 

reading  this  report  from  the  sub-committee,  the  joint  committee 

inasmuch  as  it  was  not  advised  that  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Smith,  and 

.'nt  property  holders  would  give  their  consent  to  the  use  of  the 

the  location  of  the  library  building  site,  it  was  not  advisable  to 

he  question  further. 

swcr  to  the  request  for  offerings,  about  thirty  sites  were  sub- 
different  parts  of  the  city,  from  Messanie  street  on  the  south  to 
jove  Robidoux  on  the  north,  and  from  Fifth  street  on  the  west 
th  on  the  east.  Two  of  the  offers  were  out  and  out  gifts,  but  in 
the  committee  felt  unanimously  that  the  sites  offered  were  not 
y  central.  Three  of  the  sites  would  in  most  respects  seem  very 
but  after  a  discussion  of  the  needs  of  the  Board  as  to  size  of  the 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  these  three  sites  were  not  suffi- 
•ge.  The  committee  felt  that  the  site  not  only  should  be  central 
:hosen  with  reference  to  future  growth  of  the  city,  and  that  while 
the  business  portions  of  the  town,  it  should  not  be  on  a  noisy 
o  much  complaint  has  been  made  in  the  past  of  the  exertion  re- 
reach  the  present  library  site,  that  the  committee  felt  that  the 
>en  should  be  one  where  accessibility  should  be  considered,  rather 
where  the  building  could  be  observed  at  a  distance. 

result  of  visiting  all  the  sites,  and  several  full  consultations,  the 
}  unanimously  selected  the  property  offered  by  the  heirs  of  James 
ts.  'dtuated  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Tenth  and  Felix  streets. 
s  front  120  feet  on  Tenth  street,  with  a  side  frontage  of  llO  feet 

street.  The  Directors  of  tiie  Public  Schools  have  bought  this 
at  the  price  of  Eleven  Thousand  Dollars,  and  will  at  once  invite 

for  plans  for  a  building:  w'licli  it  is  hoped  will  be  commensurate 
•resent  and  future  wants  and  prosperity  of  our  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.   A.  PFEIFFER, 
J.  M.  STEWART. 
Tl.  K.  WHITE. 

Committee. 
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OFFICERS. 

President J.  W.  Atwill 

Vice-President H    K.  White 

Secretary-Treasurer Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer 

Assistant  Secretary w Purd  B.  Wright 

DIRECTORS. 

Term  expiring  1902.  Term  expiring  1903.  Term  expiring  1904 

H.  K.  White,  J.  W.  Atwill,  Chas.  P.  Cargill, 

Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer,  A.  B.  Weakley,  Brother  Elzear, 

James  H.  McCord,  John  Michel,  Elliot  Marshall. 

COMMITTEES. 

LIBRARY— White.  Atwill,  McCord. 

ADMINISTRATION— Cargill,  Michel,  Weakley. 

BUILDING  AND  GROUNDS— McCord,  Marshall,  Elzear. 

FINANCE-Pfeiffer,  Cargill,  Weakley. 

BY-LAWS— White,  :Michel.  Elzear. 

SPECIAL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE— Pfeiffer,  White,  Cargill. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 

Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian. 
Lulu  C.  Senter,  Assistant  Librarian. 

Assistants — Annie  M.  Perry,  Eudora  ^lartin,  Maggie  Elam,  Minnie 
^^terman,  Roy  Whitmore. 

Substitutes— Lillian  Kerr,  Tillie  Lolir. 
Messenger— Joseph  Mann. 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  TRANSMITTING  REPORTS. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Municipal  Assembly  of  the 
City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  I  take  pleasure  in  herewith  transmitting  for  your  con- 
sideration the  official  reports  of  those  connected  with  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1902. 

It  is  not  without  a  feeling  of  gratification  that  I  am  able  to  report  that 
the  use  of  the  library,  since  its  removal  to  the  handsome  new  quarters  pro- 
vided by  School  District  of  St.  Joseph,  has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine 
expectations.  While  a  portion  of  this  may  be  attributed  to  transient 
curiosity,  as  over  any  new  thing,  it  is  believed  that  a  very  large  portion 
of  the  increase  will  become  permanent.  The  accessibility  of  the  new 
quarters  and  the  inauguration  of  the  open-shelf  system  add  greatly  to  tne 
popularity  of  the  library. 

With  a  larger  supply  of  books,  the  use  of  the  library  could  be  more 
than  doubled,  and  it  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  actual  wants  of  the 
community  in  this  regard  cannot  be  more  nearly  met  than  is  now  possible. 
This  applies  with  greatest  force  to  the  children's  department.  With  the  fit- 
ing  up  of  the  room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  younger  generation, 
provisions  were  made  for  a  more  extensive  use  of  juvenile  books.  Not- 
wiihstandin^  this, and  tlic  fact  that  no  organized  effort  has  as  yet  been  made 
to  hrin^  the  little  per)ple  to  the  library,  this  department  has  been  crowded 
from  its  opcniuij:;  and  at  times  it  has  been  impossible  to  meet  the  require- 
ments (•!  the  users.  This  shows  what  a  field  is  open  to  the  library.  The 
greatest  regret  is  tliat  mueh  time  will  be  lost  before  it  can  begin  to  be 
filled.     Funds   are   badly  needed  in   this   department. 

The  library  eontinues  to  grow,  both  in  size  and  in  the  estimation  of 
the  per»i)]e,  but  its  material  growth  by  no  means  keeps  pace  with  :he 
growth  of  the  city. 

Work  on  the  branch  building  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city  is  pro- 
gressing fa\<>ral)ly,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  it  may  be  opened  for 
use  in  the  early  fall. 

V(»ur  attention  is  directed  to  the  reports  herewith,  as  they  give  in  de- 
tail all  the  transactions  of  the  lil)rary  officers,  committees  and  employes. 
inckiding  receipts  and  expenditures,  circulation  and  details  of  all  work 
.^^ougbr  t<'>  be  accomplished.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  A  TWILL, 

.St.  J(^seph,  Mo.,  May  i,  igoj.  President. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 

To   the   B<>ard  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  cf  the  City  of  St. 

Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
b«»ard  embracing  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  April  30,   1902. 

The  revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Free  Public  Library  is  derived 
fiom  a  tax  of  4-10  of  a  mill  upon  the  assessed  valuation  of  property  in  the 
city,  and  is  taken  from  the  adm'nistration  fund,  limited  to  ten  mills. 
This  sum,  thus  apportioned  by  the  common  council  for  the  fiscal  year, 
.inionnted  to  $10,000,  $7,500  of  which  was  set  aside  for  the  general  library 
and  $2,500  for  the  branch  library. 

There  also  accrues  to  the  use  of  the  library  sundry  receipts,  from 
lines,  sale  of  books,  catalogues  and  supplements  and  from  miscellaneous 
sources,  also  from  the  use  of  duplicate  books,  as  appears  in  the  statement. 

The  expenditures  are  all  accounted  for  in  detail,  on  duplicate  vouchc-s 
endorsed  bv  the  finance  committee  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  approved 
by  its  president  and  on  file  with  the  city  auditor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 

St.   Joseph,   Mo..   April   30.    1902.  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN- 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Board,  herewith  is 
presented  the  annual  report  of  the  librarian  for  the  year  ending  April  30. 
1902.  It  covers  the  twelfth  year  of  the  library,  and  is  the  sixth  report  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  submitting. 

While  there  was  an  apparent  decrease  in  the  use  of  the  library  during 
the  year,  it  has  nevertheless  been  one  of  the  busiest  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
stitution. What  with  contending  with  a  continuance  of  the  epidemic  of 
contagious  diseases,  (in  which  respect  the  city  has  been  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate for  two  years)  resulting  in  the  closing  of  a  station  for  a  time 
and  the  suspension  of  a  large  number  of  cardholders;  the  establishing  of  a 
number  of  competing  pay  libraries  more  centrally  located;  the  closing  of 
the  library  for  removal,  and  a  number  of  minor  things,  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  real  decrease  in  the  use  of  the  library  is  deemed  to  be  grounds  for 
satisfaction. 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

The  library  now  contains  21,537  volumes,  the  growth  for  the  year 
being  1,349.  This  is  about  the  average  yearly  growth,  though  somewhat 
smaller  than  the  year  before,  on  account  of  a  reduction  of  the  book  fund 
to  provide  furniture  absolutely  necessary  in  the  new  building,  and  to  cover 
expense  of  removal  thereto.  Immediately  after  removal,  a  careful  in- 
ventory of  the  contents  of  the  library  was  taken.  Elsewhere  in  this  report 
the  results  are  given.  (Appendix  I).  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  ref- 
erence department  contains  6,021  volumes,  the  circulating  department  15,- 
516  volumes.  The  table  referred  to  also  gives  the  average  circulation  for 
the  year  of  the  volumes  in  each  class,  approximately.  The  true  circulation 
would  be  somewhat  larger  than  that  shown,  as  the  percentage  is  figured 
from  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  at  the  close  of  the  year,  thus  in- 
cluding those  purchased  at  different  times  during  the  year. 

A  matter  affecting  the  growth  of  the  library  during  the  year  just 
closed,  and  which  will  be  more  deeply  felt  from  this  time  forward,  is  the 
jombination  formed  by  the  publishers  and  dealers  whereby  the  discount  to 
libraries  is  curtailed.  It  is  a  question  of  serious  import  to  libraries  with 
limited  incomes,  as  it  adds  greatly  to  the  cost  of  new  books.  In  adopting 
a  net  price  system,  it  was  claimed  that  it  was  not  the  intention  to  increase 
the  price  either  to  the  general  purchaser  or  the  public  library,  but  a  careful 
comparison  of  old  prices  with  the  new  of  many  of  the  publishers  discloses 
the  fact  that  in  a  majority  of  cases  prices  have  been  advanced;  in  many  in- 
stances the  increase  being  from  16  2-^  to  24  per  cent.  No  one  attempts  to 
find  fault  with  the  net  price  idea,  as  it  unquestionably  helps  the  smaller 
book  dealers  and  does  away  with  price  cutting  on  a  few  of  the  popular 
books.     Efforts   are   now  making  on   the   part   of  library  associations   to 
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secure  a  readjustment  of  the  matter.  It  is  not  claimed  that  libraries  are  the 
largest  purchasers  of  books,  but  publishers  will  admit  that  wer^  it  not  for 
libraries  many  books  now  published  at  a  profit  would. show  a  loss.  And  a 
further  point  that  seems  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  is  that  libraries  are 
"continuous"  purchasers — that  is,  a  good  book  once  placed  on  the  shelves 
will  be  bought  time  and  again  long  after  the  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
public  has  practically  ceased. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  during  the  year  was  98,035,  a  de- 
crease as  compared  with  the  year  preceding.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
closii.g  of  the  library  during  the  removal  and  rearrangement  of  the  books, 
and  the  fact  that  the  open-shelf  system  does  away  with  the  record  of  the 
use  of  books  in  the  library  from  the  circulating  department.  Number  of 
volumes  issued  for  home  use,  96,806.  A  small  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  fiction  issued  is  noted,  being  in  identical  proportion  with  the  number  ot 
volumes  of  fiction  issued  from  the  duplicate  collection.  The  difficulty  of 
securing  a  given  work  from  the  library  at  the  time  wanted  has  caused 
numbers  of  its  patrons  to  join  subscription  libraries,  operated  on  the  home 
delivery  plan,  or  to  secure  their  reading  matter  on  the  daily  rental  scheme. 
The  library  has  in  its  circulating  department  but  one  volume  to  each  seven 
inhabitants  of  the  city,  which  accounts  in  a'  measure  for  the  popularity  of 
the  other  class  of  libraries  named — also  some  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  this  library  works. 

Much  is  expected  from  the  open-shelf  system,  as  it  will  permit  that 
w'«)er  knowledge  of  books  gained  from  personal  inspection  rather  than 
from  a  mere  perusal  of  titles,  often  most  misleading,  in  a  printed  list.  That 
fhis  expectation  is  not  without  good  grounds  will  be  seen  from  the  state- 
ment that  the  only  increase  in  library  use  for  the  year  is  that  since  occupy- 
ing the  new  building.  The  first  two  weeks  in  the  new  quarters  (being 
the  last  half  of  March),  the  record  shows  the  largest  daily  average  use  of 
the  library  in  its  history;  while  the  circulation  statistics  for  April  show 
the  largest  use  for  the  corresponding  month  in  any  year.  An  increase  in 
the  use  of  the  library  was  most  confidently  anticipated,  but  so  large  an- 

increase  was  entirely  unlooked  for.  and  if  it  be  maintained  will  prove  ein^ 

barrassing,  in  that  it  will  necessitate  greater  expenditures  in  almost  ever^^* 
department  without  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  library  revenues. 
Partial  relief  at  least  will  be  offorded  by  the  opening  of  the  branch  librar  ^3^ 
in  the  late  summer. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  increased  use  of  the  library  is  directly  a-t:- 
tributable  to  the  attractions  of  the  children's  room.  It  had  been  the  iTi- 
tention  lo  have  a  special  day  for  children  soon  after  the  regular  opening  i" 
the  new  h<^mc,  when  efforts  were  to  be  made  to  roach  all  the  children  of  t-Vie 
ci*^y.  Immediately  upon  opening  the  room,  however,  developments  caii^^^ 
the  abandonment  of  the  plan.  The  young  people  came  in  such  numbers  t:  l^^^ 
it  wiis  apparent  that  any  efforts  to  increase  the  number  of  patrons  of  1:1^'^ 
department  could  result  in  nothing  but  grievous  disappoinment  to  all  con- 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT.  11 

cerned,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  found  to  be  all  but  impossible  to  supply 
the  wants  of  those  who  came  of  their  own  accord.  Steps  are  being  taken 
to  correct  this  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  purchase  of  new  books,  but 
with  the  means  at  command  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  this  department 
will  be  at  all  adequate  to  the  needs.  The  expenditure  of  the  entire  book 
fund  for  the  year  in  this  direction  would  hardly  meet  the  requirements. 
Other  departments  cannot  be  utterly  neglected,  hence  the  children's 
room  will  continue  inadequate  unless  assistance  comes  from  sources  other 
than  the  regular  library  fund.  The  room  set  apart  for  the  young  people's 
library  is  conveniently  located,  well  lighted  and  attractively  decorated, 
and  is  supplied  with  low  tables,  chairs,  besides  current  magazines  and 
reference  books. 

CARD-HOLDERS. 

An  increase  of  113  in  the  number  of  cardholders  is  reported  for  the 
j'ear,  cards  in  actual  use  numbering  4,778.  The  attraction  of  the  new 
building  and  open  shelves  are  bringing  back  old  patrons,  and  are  mainly 
responsible  for  the  new. 

LIBRARY  NOTES. 

During  the  year  the  two-card  system  was  adopted,  the  extra  card  be- 
ing known  as  a  "non-fiction"  card.  It  is  found  to  work  better  and  to 
cause  less  annoyance  than  the  old  plan  of  issuing  two  books  on  one  card. 
The  adoption  of  the  system  of  a  charging  or  dating  slip  pasted  on  the  front 
page  of  each  volume  simplifies  work  at  the  receiving  desk,  and  makes  it 
possible  for  one  attendant  to  wait  on  the  people  promptly,  thus  saving  the 
time  of  patrons  of  the  library  and  doing  away  with  annoying  delays. 

In  view  of  anticipations  of  early  removal  to  the  new  building,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  no  new  work  of  consequence  was  undertaken, 
all  efforts  of  the  library  force  being  confined  to  an  attempt  to  get  the 
library  and  its  books  in  as  good  condition  as  possible,  to  the  checking  of 
the  card  catalogue,  and  such  minor  details. 

The  usual  quarterly  bulletins  of  additions  to  the  library  were  issued, 
and  a  yearly  supplement  to  the  finding  list  published,  ^"11  compiled  from 
lists  printed  in  the  Gazette-Herald,  the  linotype  slugs  being  furnished  :hc 
library  free.  Special  lists,  in  addition  to  the  regular  reference  work,  were 
issued  as  occasion  seemed  to  demand.  Among  these  were  Books  on  Mis- 
souri, Louisiana  purchase,  Books  for  girls,  Some  books  on  Indians  and 
Indian  life,  Genealogy,  McKinley,  Roosevelt,  Out-door  life,  Eugene  Field, 
the  holidays,  etc. 

An  increase  in  the  expenditures  for  binding  and  rcbinding  is  again 
noted,  with  a  still  further  decrease  in  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  from 
a  continuance  of  the  plan  rcp(»rtcd  last  year  of  rcbinding  books  a  third 
time.  Number  of  books  rebound,  !.'-{"'►;  periodicals  bound.  ■2.')0;  cost.  $0(»o.73. 
Xo  changes  have  been  made  in  the  delivery  stations  during  the  year. 
This  method  of  using  the  library,  while  by  no  means  the  most  saUs(;\cu^^^\ 
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continues  to  grow,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  so  circulated 
being  about  lo  per  cent,  the  total  circulation  for  the  year  aggregating  lo.- 
563.  This  despite  the  fact  that  one  station,  reported  discontinued  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  on  account  of  smallpox,  was  not  reopened 
for  some  weeks,  and  that  no  deliveries  were  made  while  the  library  was 
closed  for  removal. 

AS  TO  THE  NEW  BUILDING  AND  NEW  METHODS. 

While  the  new  building  is  fully  covered  in  other  reports,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  saying  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  work- 
ing conditions,  both  as  to  convenience  to  the  patrons  and  library  employes. 
The  public  has  had  the  new  method  on  trial  but  six  weeks,  too  short  a 
time,  possibly,  for  the  formation  of  positive  opinions,  but  I  have  yet  to 
hear  a  word  of  real  complaint.  The  open  shelves  appear  to  be  a  source  of 
great  help  and  enjoyment  to  even  casual  readers;  while  the  real  workers 
and  students  appreciate  and  use  the  extra  privilege  to  the  utmost.  No 
unusual  hardships  have  developed  as  yet,  either  to  the  books,  the  patrons, 
or  the  employes. 

The  reading  room  use  has  increased  a  hundred  fold,  and  with  added 
attractions  in  the  way  of  additional  publications,  should  steadily  increase 
in  popularity.  On  another  page  is  a  list  of  the  periodicals  for  use  in  this 
room.  Being  under  constant  surveillance  from  the  charging  desk,  better 
order  is  maintained  than  heretofore,  and  it  is  hoped  that  fewer  magazines 
will  be  lost  and  mutilated. 

Speaking  for  the  library  force,  it  would  be  hard  to  conceive  of  more 
pleasant  or  more  convenient  working  quarters;  well  lighted,  and  so  ar- 
ranged with  reference  to  the  work  to  be  done,  the  best  results  are  ob- 
tainable with  the  least  possible  effort.  It  is  believed  that  vastly  more  work 
can  be  accomplished,  a  greater  circulation  cared  for,  without  a  correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  working  force. 

The  library  staff  is  to  be  commended  for  loyalty  to  the  library  and  its 
work. 

In  conclusion.  I  again  feel  impelled  to  acknowledge  the  kindly  con- 
sideration of  the  members  of  the  library  board  in  all  things.. 

Following  this  repr)rt  will  be  found  (i)  Table  of  accessions.  (2; 
Classified  table  of  circulation,  (3)  List  of  donors,  (4)  List  of  periodicals 
taken.  Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT, 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  i,  1902. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI,) 

>  vSs: 

COUNTY  OF  BUCHAX.AN     J 

Before  me,  R.  R.  Calkins,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
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s."»id,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Publi 
7  ibrary  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figur; 
herein,  relating  to  receipts  and  expenditures,  contents  of  library,  boo! 
pcded  and  withdrawn,  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belie 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  7th  day  of  May,  1902. 
(Seal.)  R.  R.  CALKINS, 

My  commission  expires  April  11,  iczs.  Notary  Public. 
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(I)-ACCESSIONS. 

Numlx^r  of  volumes  reported  April  30^  1901 20,088 

Number  of  volumes  not  reported    IW 

Accessions,  year  endng  April  30,  1902: 

Purchased   1,083 

Transferred  from  special  duplicate  colection 24 

Periodicals    bound    250 

Donations    classified    '. 141 

United   States- Public   Documents    201     l,691» 

Less  withdrawals: 

Worn   out    314 

Lost  and  paid  for 13 

Burned 23       ^50 


Net  increase  for  year 1,349 

Total  number  volumes  now  in  library  21,537 

ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDRAWALS  FOR  YEAR  CLASSIFIED. 

Class  Accessions    Withdrawals     Net  Gain 

General 27  0  27 

Philosophy  7  0  7 

Religion   24  0  24 

Social   science    177  1  17G 

Philology   3  0  3 

Natural  science  30  0  29 

Useful  arts 21  0  21 

Fine  arts   35  0  35 

Literature    81^  <>  8:j 

Travel     50  3  50 

Biography    115  3  112 

History     IHi  1  i>o 

Periodicals,  reference  dcpt •25r>  0  25G 

Fiction    55*.'  334  225 

United  States— Public  Documents    2<U  0  201 


Total    1.G09  350  1,349 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS  IN  LIBRARY. 

Class.  Number  of     Av.  Circulation  per 

Volumes.        Vol.^Home  Use. 

General     204  2.18 

Philosophy    213  2.70 

Sociology    763  0.75 

U.    S.    Public    Documents    3.346 

Philology    75  0.79 

Natural  science  539  2.15 

Useful  arts   373  1.76 

Fine  arts   324  2.64 

Literature    1,229  1.71 

Poetry  and  drama  610  1.69 

Travel   and  description    963  2.74 

Biography     1,421  1.27 

History    1,874  1.61 

Fiction,    including    juvenile    and    foreign    lan- 
guages      7,352  10.58 

Bound  periodicals  in  reference  department 1.728 

Total  21,537 

No.  of  volumes  in  reference  department   6.021 

No.  of  volumes  in  circulating  department 15,516  6.24 
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Vols. 


Nos. 
1 


73 

1 
o 

5 


1 
1 


3 


•    •    • 


Pamp. 


(3)-DONATIONS. 

NAME. 


1        Abercrombie,  R.  M. 

1        Aguilar  Free  Libraries  Society  (N.  Y.) 

1        Alleghany  (Pa.)   Free  Library. 

1        Anderson,  Dr.  John  J.,  Brooklyn,  Mass. 

Atwill,  J.  W.,  Sec. 

Balch,  T.  Willis. 

Bender,  John  C. 

Board  of  Education.  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

4  Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

1  Boston  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

9        Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)   Public  Library. 

5  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Co-operative  Bulletin  of  Brooklyn. 
Public  Library  and  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library. 
Brokaw's  Art  and  Music  Store — 4  framed  pictures. 

2  Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

3  Canada  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Carnegie  Institute,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

1        Carnegie  Library,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Casson,  Herbert  N. 
10        Chicago  (111.)  Public  Library. 
1        Chicago  and  Evansville  (111.)  Public  Libraries. 
5        Chicago  (111.)  City  of. 
'  1        Chickering  and  Sons,  Boston,  Mass. 
1         Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library. 
1        Council  Bluffs  (la.)  Free  Public  Library. 

Criswell,  B.  P. 
1         Detroit  (Mich.)  Public  Library. 

Doyle,  A.  Conan. 
1         East  St.  Louis  (111.)  Public  Library. 

Edgar,  C.  B. 
1         Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library. 

1  Erie  (Pa.)   Public  Library. 
Fassett,  Dr.  C.  W. 

Field,  Marshall,  Chicago,  111. 

2  Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Fox  Art  Store — 1  framed  picture. 
Fulkerson,  Dr.  Perry. 

Geiger,  Dr.  Jacob,  Mrs.  K.  M.  Tootle,  Mrs.  J.  I.  Mc- 
Donald, Mrs.  J.  S.  Lemon,  James  H.  McCord. 
E.  J.  Eckel,  Milton  Tootle,  M.  A.  Reed— 20  etch- 
ings. 

1         Gloversville  (N.  Y.)   Public  Library. 

1         Green,  S.  S.,  Worchester,  Mass. 

1         Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

4  Haverhill   (Mass.)   Public  Library. 
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Pamp.  NAME. 

1         Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library. 

Hoagland,  Mrs.  Geo.  T. — 1  framed  picture. 

Hyatt,  C.  C. 

Imperial  South  African  Association. 

Iowa  Library  Commission. 

Iowa  State  Normal  School. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library. 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  111. 

Joseph  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O.  B.  B. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 

Kopf,  Dr.  S.  A. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)   Free  Public  Library. 

Library  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Library  of  Congress. 

Liverpool  (Eng.)  Public  Library. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)   Public  Library. 

Lynn  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  (N.  Y.). 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library. 

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel. 

Newark  (N.  J.)  Public  Library. 

New  Haven  (Conn.)  Public  Library. 

New  York  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library. 

New  York  State  Library.  « 

Northwest  Missouri  Press  Association. 

H.  E.  Robinson,  Historian. 
Oaks,  Mrs.  Mary. 
Ogilvie,  J.  S.  and  Co.,  (N.  Y.) 
Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Library. 
Pangbourne,  J.  G. 

Paterson  (X.  J.)  Free  Public  Library. 
Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 
Peace  Association  of  Friends  in  America. 
Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library. 
Perry,  Miss  A.  ^L 

Portland  (Ore.)  Library  Association. 
Pratt   Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Providence  (R.  I.)  Co-operative  Bulletin,  Provide"' 

Public   Library,    Brown    University,    Provide: "> 

Atheneum. 
Quincy  (111.)  Free  Public  Library. 
St.  Joseph  High  School,  Class  of  1901. 
St.  Joseph  Fire  Department. 
Rockford   (111.)   Public  Library. 
Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library. 
San  Francisco  (Cal.)   Public  Library. 
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Nos.       Pamp.  NAME. 

3        San  Jose  (Cal.)  Public  Library. 

1        School    Board   for   the    Boroughs   of   Manhattan   and 
the  Bronx,  N.  Y. 
1        Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library. 

Secretary  of  the  state  of  Missouri. 
1        Sedalia  (Mo.)  Public  Library. 
Sherwood,  Rev.  E.  B. 

Shields,  Charles  Woodruff,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Smith,  H.  H.       Sec.  Board  of  Education. 
Smith.  L.  C. 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American   Revolution  in 

Missouri. 
Syracuse  (N.  Y.)   Public  Library. 
Toronto  (Canada)   Public  Library. 
Tufts  Library,  Weymouth  (Mass.) 
United  States  Public   Documents.     16  maps. 
University  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Walling,  George.     Framed  pictures. 
3        Warren  Co.  (111.)  Library  and  Reading  Room  Asso- 
ciation,  Monmouth   (111.) 
11        Wisconsin   Free   Library  Commission. 
Wisconsin  State  Horticultural  Society. 
1        Worcester  (Mass.)   Free  Public  Library. 


1 

9 
1 

218 

12 

1 


(4)-PERIODICALS. 


ican   Electrician,   w. 

ican    Historical    Review,   q. 

ican     Monthly     Review    of    Re- 

^'s,  m. 

ican  Teacher,  m. 

s  of  the  American  Academy,  m. 

tectural  Record,  q. 

.,  m. 

amateur,  m. 

laeum,  m. 

tic.  m. 

wood's  Maga'^ine,  m. 

man,  m. 

Buyer,  m. 
seller,  m. 

•n  Transcript,  Wed.  and  Sat. 
-tin  of   Bibliography, 
iian  Magazine,  m. 
-r's   Magazine,  ni. 


Catholic  World,  m. 

Century,  m. 

Chambers'  Journal,  m. 

Charities,  s.  w^ 

Chautauquan,  m. 

*Chicago   Banker,  m. 

Country  Life  in  America. 

♦Christian  at  Work.  w. 

♦Christian  Science  Journal,  m. 

Contemporary  Review,  m. 

Cosmopolitan,   m. 

Critic,  ni. 

Current  History,  m. 

Current  Literature,  m. 

Cumulative  Index,  m. 

♦Daily  News,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Dial,  m. 

Education,   m. 

Educational    Review,   m. 
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Engineering  Magazine,  m. 

♦Engineer's  Review,  m. 

♦Finance,  m. 

Fortnightly  Review,  m. 

Forum,  m. 

♦Gazette,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  d. 

♦Good  Roads,  m. 

Great  Round  World,  w. 

Harper's  Bazaar,  m. 

Harper's  Monthly,  m. 

Harper's  Weekly,  w. 

Herald  of  the  Golden  Age,  m. 

Illustrated  London  News,  w. 

Inland  Printer,  m. 

Independent,  w. 

International  Monthly,  m. 

International  Studio,  m. 

♦Journal  of    Commerce,    St.    Joseph 

Mo.,  w. 
Journal  of  Education,  w. 
♦Journal  of  Osteopathy,  m. 
Ladies'  Home  Journal,  m. 
Library  Journal,  m. 
Life,  w. 

Lippincott's,  m. 
Literary  News,  m. 
Literary   World,   ni. 
Littell's  Living  Age,  w. 
McClure's,  m. 
Macniillan's  m. 
Magazine  of  Art,  m. 
*Medical  Herald,  m. 
Missionary  Review  of  the   World,  m 
♦Modern   Miller,  w. 
♦Montana  Daily  Record,  Helena, 

Mont.,   d. 
♦M.  S.  U.  Independent,  m. 
Munsey's.  m. 
Music,  m. 

Musical  Courier,  w. 
Nation,  w. 
New  England  Magazine,  m. 


New   England  Historical  and   Genea- 
logical Register,  m. 

Nineteenth  Century,  m. 

North  American  Review,  m. 

Outing,  m. 

♦Out  West,  m. 

Outlook,  w. 

Overland,  m. 

♦Park  Review,  q. 

Political  Science  Quarterly. 

Popular  Science,  m. 

Public  Libraries,  m. 

Public  Opinion,  w. 

Publisher's  Weekly,  w. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  q. 

Register-Lever,  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  w. 

♦St.  Andrews'  Cross,  w. 

♦St.  Joseph  Union,  w. 

St.  Nicholas,  m. 

School  Journal,  w. 

School  Review,  w. 

Scientific  American,  w. 

Scientific  American  Supplement,  w. 

Scientific  American  Building  Montis 
ly,  m. 

Scribner's,  m. 

*Sound   Currency,   w. 

*Stock    Yards    Daily    Journal,    Sout 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  d. 

Success,  m. 

*Vegetarian  and    Our    Fellow    Crea 
ures,  m. 

*\'irginia  Magazine  of  History,  m. 

Western  Electrician,  m. 

*Western  Fruit-Grower,  m. 

Westminister  Review,  m. 

*William  and  Mary  College  Quarte 

World's  Work,  m. 
Youth's  Companion,  w. 

♦—Gift. 
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UBRARY  COMMITTEES. 


Report  of  Library  G>inmittee« 

^o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St, 

Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  An  inventory  of  the  library,  just  completed,  shows  that 
t  contains  21,437  volumes;  net  additions  for  the  year,  1,349,  as  follows: 
urchased,  1,066;  Transferred  from  special  duplicate  collection,  24;  Peri- 
dicals  bound,  267;  Donations  classified,  141;  Deposited  by  U.  S.  govern- 
iient,  201. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  money  in  the 
>ook  fund,  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  add  a  number  of  sets  of  periodicals 
o  the  reference  department,  the  most  important  among  them  being: 
k^nnals  of  American  Academy  of  political  and  social  science;  Charities 
eview;  Engineering  Magazine;  International  Studio;  Political  science 
uarterly;  Virginia  magazine  of  history  and  biography.  The  library  set 
•f  North  American  Review  and  Scientific  American  were  also  nearly 
ompleted.     Other  accessions  of  moment  were: 

Savage,  New  England  genealogical  dictionary. 

Pope,  Pioneers  of  Massachusetts. 

Gayarre,   Louisiana,  4v  in   3. 

Chittenden,  American  fur  trade  of  the  far  west. 

Brewer,  World's  best  orations. 

Sargent,  Silva  of  North  America  (concluding). 

Sturgis,    Dictionary  of  architecture   and  building,   Iv. 

Bailey,  Cyclopedia  of  horticulture,  2v. 
Cheyne-Black,  Encyclopaedia  Biblica,   Iv. 

^Hamilton,  Writings  of  James  Monroe,  Iv. 

The   librarian   calls  attention  to  the   urgent   need  for  more  books  in 

crhildren's  department.     A  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  by 

^  <ilren  has  been  noted  since  the  opening  of  a  special  room  for  them  on 

■^  <3val  to  the  new  building.     No  extra  effort  has  been  made  to  increase 

Tiumber  of  younger  patrons,  for  the  reason  that  the  library  is  utterly 
'-lz>le  to  supply  their  wants.  It  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  sufficient 
^^  iiue  will  be  secured  the  coming  year  to  enable  the  Board  to  set  aside 
^^ger  fund  for  the  department. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K.  WHITE, 
J.  H.  McCORD, 
J.    W.    ATWILL, 

Library  Committee. 
April  30,  1902. 
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Report  of  Finance  G>mmittee« 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  by-laws,  your  committee  has  to  report 
that  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  showing  all  transactions  of  the  Board 
of  a  financial  nature,  both  with  the  city  and  with  the  Librarian,  has  been 
examined  and  found  to  be  correct. 

The  apportionment  of  funds  for  library  purposes  for  the  ensuing  year 
has  not  been  completed  by  the  Municipal  Assembly,  but  the  increase  in  the 
assessment  will  warrant  the  statement  of  a  slightly  additional  amount  over 
last  year.  The  Finance  Committees  of  both  houses  have  agreed  on  an 
apportionment  of  $10,500,  $2,500  of  which  is  for  the  branch  library,  and 
this  estimate  will  doubtless  be  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.    A.    PFEIFFER, 
C.   P.  CARGILL, 
A.  B.  WEAKLEY, 

Finance  Committee 


Report  of  Administration  G>nunittee« 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 

Josepli,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Tlie  only  changes  In  report  in  the  library  force  during  the 
year  just  closed  are  as  follows:  Misses  Lillian  Kerr  and  Tillie  Lohr  were 
appointed  substitutes  from  the  librar}'  training  class,  after  competitive 
examination,  and  Joseph  Mann  was  appointed  messenger,  this  last  appoint- 
ment being  the  only  addition  to  the  force  since  removal  to  the  new  build- 
ing. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.    P.   CARGILL, 
JOHN  MICHEL, 
A.  B.  WEAKLEY, 
Administration  Committee. 
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Report  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  G>mmittee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:     The   expenditures   of   the   library   under   the    immediate 
jurisdiction  of  this  committee  were  as  follows: 

Rent    $150  00 

Janitor  service 284  42 

Fuel    146  28 

Light  (including  arc  lamp)    29  21 

Repairs    19  45 

Furniture  (new  building) 289  50 


$918  Stl 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.    H.    McCORD,    Chairman, 
ELLIOT  MARSHALL, 
BROTHER  ELZEAR, 

Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 


Report  of  Special  Building:  G>aimittee« 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  The  report  of  this  committee  made  one  year  ago  em- 
braced the  important  features  in  relation  to  the  building  erected  by  the 
school  district  of  St.  Joseph  as  a  joint  library  and  school  board  office 
building,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  composed  of  three  members 
of  that  body  and  three  from  the  library  board. 

Early  in  the  fiscal  year  additional  contracts  were  let,  embracing  gallery 
in  the  stack  room,  combination  light  fittings,  toilet  fixtures,  sidewalks 
around  building,  retaining  walls,  window  shades  and  cork  carpets.  The 
cost  of  these  is  given  in  the  following  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and 
expenditures.  A  showing  worthy  of  notice  is  that  the  bill  of  extras  on  the 
building  was  only  about  2  per  cent  of  the  contract  price: 
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STATEMENT  LIBRARY  BUILDING  FUND. 

1900. 

June  5th.     Cash  from  N.  W.  Harris  &  Co.,  sale  of 

$100,000  4  per  cent  10-20  year  bonds  $104,812,0) 

1902. 

May  6th.       Cash  from   National   Bank  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, interest  on  daily  balances...  2,015  29 
Cash  Transfer  from  Incidental  Fund, 

sale  of  old  houses,  and  rent 348  00 

To  J.  I.  Roberts  and  others,  for  site $  11,000  00 

To  Cash  for  prizes  Library  Building  plans: 

E.  J.  Eckel,  first  prize $   400 

Felt  &  Carr,  second  prize 300 

A.  Powell,  third  prize 200 

A.  Meier,  fourth  prize 100    $    1,000  00    ' 

To  Transfer  Incidental  Fund,  account  one-half  elec-  , 

tion  expenses  and  bond  issue  641  24 

To  Charles  Nowland: 

Building  contract   $81,883  75 

Extras    1,806  37        83,690  12 

To  Art  Metal  Construction  Co.: 

Metal  shelving  for  Library $  5,539  30 

Cr. — Amount  paid  for  drayage 34  30  5,505  00 

To  C.  B.  Thayer  Electrical  Co.,  electric  light  and  gas 

fixtures     1,262  37 

To  C.    F.    Rock    Plumbing    Co..    toilet    fixtures    for 

closets    59  21 

To  Fred   Roth: 

Sidewalk  10th  and  Felix  Sts $      587  00 

Stone  wall,  Northeast  corner  lot...  84   10  G71   10 

To  Coluni])ia   Foundry,   two  hitching  posts 7  00 

To  J.    B.    Brady    Carpet    Co..    window    shades    and 

cork    carpet    ) 520  69 

To  J.  H.  Hartman,  grading  west  side  of  building.  .  13  29 

To  Contingent  Fund,  amount  paid  for  drayage  Art 

Metal   Construction   Co 34  30 

To  E.  J.  Eckel,  architect    2.762  87 


$107,176  19    $107,17(5  19 

The  building  was  completed  and  accepted  by  the  joint  committee  and 
by  the  school  district  March  1.  It  was  occupied  by  the  library  a  few  days 
prior  to  this  date,  but  was  not  opened  to  the  public  until  March  13.  On 
the  evening  of  the   loth   an   informal   reception   was   tendered  the    public. 

That  the  building  as  completed  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  citizens; 
that  the  arrangement  delights  the  patrons  of  the  library;  and.  finally,  that 
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it  has  already  resulted  in  a  largely  increased  use  in  all  the  departments  of 

the  institution,  are  sources  of  gratification  to  your  committee. 
A  description  of  the  building,  together  with  half-tone  cuts  illustrating 

same,   prepared  by  the  librarian   for   the   Library  Journal,   New  York,   is 

given  on  other  pages. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.    A.    PFEIFFER, 

H.  K.  WHITE, 

C.  P.  CARGILL, 

Special   Building  Committee. 

Branch  Library  BuAdin^. 

In  the  last  annual  report  to  your  body,  the  librarian  reported  the  offi- 
cial proceedings  of  the  council  in  relation  to  the  donation  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie  of  $25,000  for  a  branch  library  building;  of  the  site  for  same  by 
the  South  St.  Joseph  Town  Co.;  and  the  vote  in  April  accepting  the  gifts 
and  increasing  the  library  tax  from  3-10  to  4-10  of  a  mill,  $2,500  of  which 
was  for  the  maintenance  of  the  branch  library. 

Some  delay  was  occasioned  in  getting  the  building  started  on  account 
r»t  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  amount  given,  the  absence  of  the  donor 
from  the  country  requiring  additional  time  to  get  the  matter  adjusted. 
The  question  was  definitely  settled  in  May  and  June  17  deeds  of  gift  of  an 
entire  block  of  ground  were  accepted  and  filed. 

Your  special  building  committee  was  difected  to  have  plans  drawn, 
E.  J.  Eckel  being  appointed  architect  at  an  agreed  compensation  of  3  per 
cent.  Plans  were  agreed  upon,  but  a  long  delay  was  occasioned  by  the 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  city  to  establish  grades  in  that  portion  of  the  city 
V,  here  the  building  was  to  be  located.  Proposals  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  had  been  asked  for,  to  be  opened  Sept.  12,  but  for  the  reason 
named  they  were  rejected  without  opening.  Grades  were  finally  agreed 
upon,  and  on  Nov.  15  a  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  building  was  award 
ed  to  P.  P.  Buddy  for  the  sum  of  $23.05n. 

The  concrete  foundations  were  put  in  last  fall,  but  no  other  work  was 
done  until  this  spring.  Since  recommencing  work,  however,  the  bailding 
has  been  pushed  forward  with  due  speed,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason 
apparent  at  this  time  why  the  building  should  not  be  completed  and 
ready  for  occupancy  by  August   15.  the  time  called  for   jn   the  contract. 

A  description  of  the  building  and  cuts  of  same  are  given  on  another 
page. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER. 
FI.   K.   WHITE, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 

Special  Building  Commitlcc. 
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The  Free  Public  Library  of  Su  Joseph^  Mo 

(From  the  Library  Journal,  New  York.) 

At  noon  on  March  13,  1902,  the  new  home  of  the  St.  Joseph  Free  Public 
Library  was  opened  to  the  public.  It  had  been  closed  for  two  weeks, 
during  the  period  of  removal  and  taking  of  a  complete  inventory.  Prior 
to  the  closing,  card-holders  were  permitted  to  take  double  the  number  of 
volumes  ordinarily  allowed,  teachers  all  they  could  use  to  advantage,  and 
clubs  sufficient  to  carry  on  their  work  without  interruption.  No  penal- 
ties were  charged  for  overdue  books,  but  all  volumes  were  required  to  be 
returned  to  the  library  within  four  days  after  the  reopening.  There  was 
no  especial  program  for  the  opening,  the  library  simply  announcing  that 
it  was  ready  for  business.  On  the  Saturday  following  the  opening,  the 
library  closed  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  and  reopened  at  7:30  for  a  reception  to 
the  public  by  the  members  of  the  school  board,  the  library  board,  and  the 
library  staff.  An  attractive  feature  of  the  building  is  the  provision  made 
for  special  illumination,  and  the  large  number  of  visitors  who  attended 
were  greatly  pleased 

The  building  now  occupied  as  the  home  of  the  library  and  the  offices 
of  the  school  board  is  the  result  of  a  "ten  years'  war"  waged  by  friends 
of  and  believers  in  the  library  movement.    The  establishment  of  the  library 
was  authorized  by  a  vote  of  the  people  in  April,  1890.     Ten  years  later, 
lacking  two   days,   by   another  vote,   bonds   in   the   sum   of  $100,000  were 
r.uthorized   for  the  building.     No  outside  aid  was  asked  for  or  receivc^- 
Thc    library    regards   as    more    than    an    implied    honor   the    fact    that  tH^ 
buildinii-    was    crcctc(l    by    the    school    district    in    acknowledgment   of  tl"*^  ^ 
v.crk   it    is    (l-'ing    and    has    done    along   edncatiftnal    lines — thus   making      "^^ 
ufficiall\'   a   part    of   the    educational    system    of   the   school    district.     It      "^^ 
•A'Tthy   of   notice    that    the    scho(d   board   has   no   official    connection  \vi"*-" 
till'   Iil)rary.   and   is   not   even   represented   on   the   library  board,  the  latt  ^^^ 
being  a  separate  and  di>tinct  body.       The    building   cost    9()..j<M>.    includi'K^p 
stacks,   shelving  and   a   portion   of  the   furniture;   $11,0(J0  was  paid  for  t  1^^ 
site,  which   is  rjoxllu  in  >ize. 

The  selection  of  the  plans  and  construction  of  the  building  was  placr  <^^ 
in   the  hands  of  a  joint   committee  of  ^ix.   three   from   the  membership       ^ 
the  school   l)<»ar(l  and  three   from   the  library  board.     At  an  early  meeti ''^^ 
of    this    connnittee    comi)etiti\e    plans    were    asked    for,    a    suggestive  bl"*-^^ 
print  of  floor  arrangement   being  supi)lied  to  competing  architects.     Se"^'*^*^ 
plans  were   submitletl.   those   of   J-:.  J.    Kckel   of  St.  Joseph   being  a\vaf<^^ 
the   first   prize   of  $4o(i.     Three   other  awards   of  $:Vhi.  $200  and  $100   w'^'*'*^ 
made,    the    plans    submitted   becoming   the    i>roperty    of   the    school   bo^-'*' 
Mr.    Eckel    was   appointed   supervising  architect.      It    is   worth   noting    t*^ 
the  plans   receiving  the  awards  ai)proached  nearer   the   blue  print   sug^^^ 
tions  than  any  others,  and  that   the  building  as  erected  is  almost  on   id^'^' 
tical   lines  with  the  preliminary   suggestions. 

The  building  is  OHxllO  feet  on  the  groimd.  two  stories  high  with    1^^^' 
basement.     On  account  of  the  slope  of  the  lot.  the  approach  side  from    ^^^ 
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city  shows  three  full  stories,  the  floor  on  this  side  of  the  building  being  on 
a  level  with  the  ground.     It  is  built  of  Silverdale  limestone,  a  light  buff 
stone  secured  in  southern  Kansas.     As  may  be  seen  from  the  view  given 
elsewhere,  it  is  on  clasic  lines.     To  the  left  of  the  entrance  is  the  bicycle 
court,  to  be  fitted  up  with  a  locker  bicycle  holder  .  Entrance  to  the  build- 
ing is  secured  by  means  of  side  steps,  with  turn  to  landing,  thence  through 
an  open  vestibule  of  white  Italian  marble.    Three  double  doors,  with  plate 
griass,  lead  to  the  rotunda,  22x50  feet.    On  the  left  is  the  stairway  of  steel 
and  Tennessee  marble  leading  to  the  second  floor,  and  back  of  this  is  the 
children's  room.     This  room  contains  all  the  juvenile  books,  and  is  fitted 
with  tables  and  chairs.     Prevailing  decorations  here  are  in  blue,  buff  and 
sold.     The   use  of  this  room   will  prove  but  temporary,  as  it  will   soon 
be  too  small.     Eventually  it  will  be  transferred  to  the  first  floor  on  the 
west  side,  where  a  room  over  twice  as  large,  designed  for  museum  pur- 
poses,  will   be   occupied.     Adjoining  the   children's   room   is  the   reading 
room,   35x38.     This   lise   will   be   temporary,   as   with   the   growth   of  the 
library  this  room  will  be  transformed  into  a  reference   department,  and 
the  reading  room  removed  to  the  second  floor.    The  partition  between  the 
rotunda  and  the  reading  room  is  of  plate  glass,  serving  the  several  pur- 
poses of  assisting  in  lighting  the  rotunda,  of  making  the  library  cheerful, 
poses  of  assisting  in  lighting  the  rotunda,  of  making  the.  library  cheerful, 
iind,  better  than  all,  of  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  a  special  reading 
room  attendant,  as  the  room  is  at  all  times  under  complete  surveillance 
from  the  charging  desk,  situated  at  the  entrance  to  the  open  shelves.    The 
floor  of  the  rotunda  is  of  mosaic  tiling,  with  marble  wainscoting,  scagliola 
columns  and  pilasters.     Additional  light  is  provided  through  a  light  well 
m  the  floor  above,  surmounted  by  a  dome  which  affords  the  real  architec- 
directors'  room.    Adjoining  this  is  the  office  of  the  librarian,  and  between 
ladies'  reception  room,  back  of  it  being  the  large  class  and  study  hall  and 
directors'  room     Adjoining  this  is  th  office  of  the  librarian,  and  between 
this  and  the  stack  room  is  the  cataloging  and  work  room  of  the  library. 
Irom  a   library  standpoint,   this   latter  room   is  as  complete  as  possible. 
Situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  building,  it  has  fine  light,  and  is  provided 
with  supply  closets,  lockers  for  the  attendants,  elevators  and  stairway  to 
the  bindery  room,  immediately  beneath.     In  size  it  is  18x26  feet.  From  the 
rotunda  access  to  the  shelves  is  obtained  through  turnstiles  on  either  side 
of  the  charging  desk.     This   desk   is  of  Tennessee  marble,   and   is   large 
enough  to  accommodate  seven  people,  with  ample  working  room. 

The  open  shelf  room  is  48x54  feet,  with  2(i-foot  ceiling.  A  gallery  runs 
along  the  north  wall,  occupied  at  present  by  the  government  collection. 
As  the  library  grows,  a  second  gallery  will  be  added.  The  present  shelf 
capacity  of  the  library  is  45.000  voimnes,  but  with  the  arrange- 
ment as  it  will  be  finally,  mr^re  than  double  this  capacity  will 
be  afforded.  It  is  understood,  of  course,  that  everything  owned 
by      the      library      is      accessible      to      the      public.  Abundant      light 

is  provided  in  this  room,  even  in  the  darkest  corner  under  the  gal- 
lery, by  windows  and  ceiling  light.  The  right  corner  of  the  stack  room 
contains  the  card  catalogue,  convenient  to  the  pv\b\\c  ;xv\(\  Vo  VW  c-.\V7n\c>^- 
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irg  department.  Between  the  rows  of  shelving  are  tables  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  and  the  information  desk.  The  stack  room  is  provided  with 
three  dust  ducts;  electrical  heaters  start  a  draught,  which  carries  dust 
knocked  from  the  books  out  of  the  building  through  openings  in  the  walls 
and  roof.  While  the  building  is  wired  for  incandescent  electric  light,  and 
fixtures  include  this,  light  is  secured  from  gas,  required  from  the  company's 
franchise  to  be  furnished  free,  and  arc  light,  furnished  by  the  city  from  its 
street  lighting  plant.  As  an  extraordinary  feature  for  show  occasions, 
like  the  opening,  all  lights  may  be  used,  and  the  effect  is  striking. 

The  ground  floor,  or  basement,  contains,  in  addition  to  the  museum 
previously  mentioned,  a  room  for  bound  newspapers,  fitted  up  with  roller 
shelves,  at  present  containing  the  files  of  the  local  newspapers,  practically 
complete,  deposited  through  the  courtesy  of  the  newspaper  owners.  The 
value  of  this  collection  will  be  appreciated  by  librarians  when  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  papers  date  from  1845,  and  contain  the  first  newspapers 
published  in  this  portion  of  the  middle  west.  Temporarily,  the  Patent 
Office  Gazette  is  filed  in  this  room.  There  are  also  on  this  floor  two 
supply  rooms  used  by  the  school  board,  toilet  rooms  for  men  and  women, 
bindery,  janitors*  room,  lunch  room  for  library  attendants,  and  a  large 
boiler  room.  A  fumigating  room  is  provided  in  the  receiving  or  unpack- 
ing room,  near  the  entrance  at  the  east  side.  This  has  a  flue  or  duct  to 
the  roof,  and  works  well.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam,  and  the  boiler 
capacity  is  sufficient  to  furnish  heat  for  a  school  building  across  the 
street. 

On  the  second  floor,  besides  the  school  board  offices,  consisting  ^^ 
five    rooms,   is   the   art   room,   a   handsome   little   room    with    ceiling  lig»^^ 
<»n]y,   li)x-14   feet.     This  room   now   cr)ntains  a   loan   exhibit   of   pictures   ^-, 
home  artists,  the  only  exception  being  a  picture  by  Brown,  the  artist    ^ 
street  waif  life.     It  will  be  followed  by  other  collections  in  the  near  futi^'^    ' 
the  aim  being  to  arouse  sufficient   interest  to  form  a  local  art   league- 
which   will   be  turned  over  the  management  of  this  room.     The  assea"*-^ 
r«»om  on  this  floor  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  3<M>.     It  is  used  at  p^-^ 
ent    f<  If   teachers'   meetings,   lectures,   etc. 

The  library  floor  proi)er  is  covered  with  cork  carpet,  which  is  fo**-* 
to  be  very  satisfact< 'r}-.     The  decoration  of  the  building  is  in  perfect  1^  ^ 
mony,  worked  out  in  green  and  gold  effects. 

In    planning   the    building,    the   one    idea    sought    to    be    developed    "^^^ 
that  of  making  every  book,  pamphlet  or  other  thing  of  value  accessibl^^ 
the  public,  and  this  has  been  acc<)mi)lishe(l.     Of  course  it   is  too  earl>^ 
judge  of  the  effect  of  the  open-shelf  system   upon  the  public,  but  ther 
yet  to  be  heard  the  first  word  of  complaint  or  disai^pointment. 

The    building    is    located    on    the    central    business    street,    within    "^ 
blocks  of  three  street  car  lines  which  transfer  to  all  portions  of  the  C 
and  is  within  three  blocks  of  the  heart  of  the  retail  district.     It  is  not  cp 
a  handsome  structure,  but  is  well  built,  none  but  the  best  materials  be^ 
used.     It  is  of  fire  pro(»f  construction,  steel  and  metal  being  used,  with  s  '^ 
and  concrete  used  in  the  rrjof,  on  top  of  which  are  Spanish  tiles. 

The  shelving  was  furnished  by  the  Art  Metal  Construction  Compf*- 
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Jamestown,  and  is  satisfactory  in  every  way.    The  contractor  was  a  local 
man,  Charles  Nowland,  and  no  fault  has  yet  been  found  with  his  work. 

With  an  eye  to  the  future,  the  building  is  so  planned  that,  while  being 
practically  complete  today,  it  is  susceptible  of  enlargement  to  many  times 
its  present  capacity.  The  present  building  duplicated  to  the  north  will 
give  it  another  street  frontage,  the  stack  rooms  coming  together,  with 
room  for  a  closed  stack,,  if  deemed  desirable,  to  accommodate  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  volumes.  Hopes  are  cherished  of  fulfilling  these  plans 
some  day,  and  seeing  an  institution  on  the  order  of  the  Pittsburgh  Car- 
negie Institute  established  here  for  the  middle  west.  P.  B.  W. 


The  Gtrnesfie  Branch,  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

From  the  Library  Journal. 

In  developing  the  plans  of  the  Carnegie  branch  library,  special  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  questions  of  access  to  everything  readable  and 
economy  of  administration.  The  building  is  now  being  erected  in  the  stock 
yards  district,  and  will  be  used  largely  by  people  and  children  belonging 
to  the  working  classes,  most  of  whom  have  never  had  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  use  of  a  library.  The  contribution  of  $25,000  for  the 
erection  of  the  building  was  secured  from  Mr.  Carnegie  by  Mr.  John 
Donovan,  general  manager  of  the  stock  yards  company.  This  gentleman 
is  also  interested  in  the  land  company  which  gave  a  block  of  ground  260x 
400  feet,  on  which  to  place  the  building.  The  delay  in  commencing  the 
building  was  caused  by  the  failire  of  the  city  to  establish  grades  and  pro- 
vide adequate  sewerage.  The  building  complete,  including  charging  desk 
and  tables,  is  contracted  for  the  sum  of  $23,050,  not  including  shelving  or 
cork  carpet. 

The  building  is  of  buff  brick,  with  stone  trimming,  slate  roof,  and  fire- 
Proof  construction.  The  plans,  given  elsewhere,  show  the  arrangement, 
3nd  are  correct,  with  the  exception  that  to  the  left  of  the  entrance  of  the 
"otunda  is  a  locker  for  the  employes. 

The  basement  or  ground  floor  is  six  feet  below  the  surface  and  eight 
<^*ct  above,  and  is  divided  into  an  assembly  room  30x32  feet,  which  ii  is 
he  present  intention  to  use  as  a  men's  club  room.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
>iie  to  go  into  the  library  proper  in  order  to  reach  this  room.  A  pleasant 
ttlc  room  for  the  use  of  women's  clubs  or  school  classes,  as  occasion 
^lay  warrant,  is  across  the  hall.  Adjoining  this  is  the  library  work  room, 
-'ith  shelving  for  storage  of  books  and  periodicals  not  in  use.  Under  the 
i  rcular  stack  are  the  boiler  and  fuel  rooms  and  men's  toilet. 

The  first,  or  library,  floor  is  32x54  feet,  without  the  circular  stack. 
v.'Iiich  latter  is  on  a  radius  of  34  feet.  The  rotunda  is  formed  by  oak  and 
:lass  railings,  extending  six  feet  from  the  floor.  The  children's  room  is 
<r>  the  right,  the  entire  side  of  the  building,  equipped  with  wall  sV\t\\'\w^, 
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a  blackboard  being  in  the  center, 
ones  being  nearer  the  charging 
with  shelving  for  popular  books 
high,   provisions  are  made   for  s 

library  in  the  future  warrant  il. 
with  turnstiles  on  each  side,  this 
Anderson  of  Pittsburg. 

This  charging  desk  contains 

books  in  the  rear,  while  on  tlie  i 
thing  for  which  a  use  can  be  fou 

plication  cards  and  register,  oh; 

things  which  are  looked  upon  ns 
This  library  has  a 

library  building,  built  especially 


The  tables  will  vary  in  height,  the  U 
desk.  On  the  left  is  the  reading  room, 
As  the  ceiling  in  this  ronni  is  16  f«t 
Iwo-slory  stack,  should  the  use  of  the 
The  charging  desk  is  octagonal  in  fonn, 
form  being  adopted  after  3  talk  with  Mr 

a  card  catalogue  ease,  opening  toward  the 
utcrior  arrangements  are  made  for  every- 
nd  at  this  place— supplies  of  all  kinds,  ap- 
rging  tray  in  the  center,  and  other  littlf 
lime-savers  if  convenient  to  the  hand, 
fund  of  $-2,500.  This  is  the  first  branch 
for  such  use,  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 
P.  B.  W. 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  TRANSMITTING  REPORTS. 


To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  more  than  the  usual  degree  of  pleasure  that 
I  transmit  for  your  consideration  the  reports  of  the  officers,  committees 
and  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  St.  Joseph  for  th^ 
fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1903.  This  period  embraces  the  first  year  of 
the  library  in  the  new  quarters,  and  covers  a  sufficient  length  of  time  in 
the  working  of  the  branch  library  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  this  extension  of  library  work. 

A  gratifying  increase  is  noted  in  the  use  of  the  library.  The  report 
of  the  librarian  shows  than  over  24  per  cent  more  books  were  issued  for 
home  use  than  the  year  before,  while  the  use  of  the  reading  room  and 
books  for  reference  has  more  than  trebled. 

The  slight  increase  in  the  money  accorded  for  the  year  about  covered 
the  additional  expense  of  maintaining  the  new  quarters,  hence  the  growth, 
aside  from  the  accessions  for  the  branch,  was  about  the  same  as  hereto- 
fore. With  these  added,  the  growth  has  been  the  most  marked  in  the 
history  of  the  library. 

Use  of  Carnegie  branch,  which  was  opened  Dec.  1,  last,  has  demon- 
strated the  value  of  placing  books  where  they  may  be  easily  and  readily 
obtained  by  would-be  users.  The  library  has  for  several  years  maintained 
a  delivery  station  in  the  section  where  this  branch  is  located,  besides 
placing  collections  of  books  in  two  schools  during  the  school  term.  The 
largest  use  thus  secured,  under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  was  about 
1,800  volumes  a  year,  while  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  existence 
of  the  branch  five  thousand  volumes  have  been  issued  for  home  use,  be- 
sides a  large  and  constantly  growing  use  of  the  reading  and  reference 
departments. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  funds  available  for  library  purposes 
will  not  admit  the  establishment  of  two  more  branches,  in  the  eastern 
and  northern  portions  of  the  city.  It  will  be  some  years,  under-existing 
library  laws  and  resources,  before  sufficient  funds  can  be  provided  for 
maintaining  additional  branches,  even  were  the  buildings  supplied.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  an  endowment  of  $50,000  would  provide  a  proper 
building,  furnish  books  and  cover  all  operating  expenses  of  a  suitable 
branch  library  for  either  section  of  St.  Joseph  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
at  th«  end  of  which  time  the  city  should  be  in  position  to  maintain  it. 
Citizens  of  other  cities  deem  such  an  investment  a  wise  one.  I  am  sure 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  would  deem  it  a  pleas- 
ure to  become  responsible  for  the  execution  of  such  a  trust. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  as  a  result  of  the  increase  in  the  assessed 
valuation  of  property,  this  institution  will  receive  its  propottlotv  oi  VVvft. 
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additional  taxes  collected,  which  will  permit  of  needed  extensio 
work  and  some  library  improvements. 

Directing  your  attention  to  the  reports  herewith,  as  they 
the  operations  of  the  library,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  ATWI 
President  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  L 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  30   1903. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Josepl 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  ei 
all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  yea 
this  date. 

The  apportionment  for  library  purposes  for  the  fiscal  year 
500,  of  which  amount  $2,500  was  set  aside  for  the  maintenance 
negie  branch.  The  city  collections  slightly  exceeded  the  apport 
for  the  main  library  the  amount  in  excess  being  $80.40,  of  whi 
was  expended,  45  cents  being  returned  to  the  city  treasury;  th 
for  the  branch  fund  was  $25.07,  also  returned  to  the  city  treasur 

The  statement  following  covers  the  entire  receipts  and  exp< 
including  the  petty  or  "special"  library  account. 

Expenditures  through  the  city  departments  are  all  account( 
detail,  on  duplicate  vouchers,  endorsed  by  the  finance  comniitt( 
Library  Board,  approved  by  its  president  as  allowed,  the  orij 
which  are  on  file  with  the  city  auditor,  the  duplicates  being  ke] 
library  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian  and  assistant  secretary.  Exp< 
by  the  librarian  from  the  petty  or  "special"  account  are  reported 
itemized,  to  the  Library  Board  and  approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

April  30,  1903.  CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER,  Treas 


State  of  Missouri, 

"     ss. 


.} 


County  of  Buchanan 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  th< 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St. 
and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  above  set  forth  are  tru 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Given  under  my  hand  and 
11th  day  of  May,  1903. 

J.  C.  HEDENBERG,  Notary  Pi 

My  commission  expires  Nov.  11th,  1905. 
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additional  taxes  collected,  which  will  permit  of  needed  extensions  m  tl 
work  and  some  library  improvements. 

Directing  your  attention  to  the  reports  herevvith,  as  they  co^'i 
the  operations  of  the  library,  I  am. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 
President  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  30   1903. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 
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To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  iieasurcr,  embracing 
all  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
this  date. 

The  apportionment  for  library  purposes  tor  the  fiscal  year  was  $10.- 
600,  of  which  amount  $3,500  was  set  aside  for  the  mainiciiance  of  Car- 
negie branch.  The  city  collections  slightly  exceeded  the  apportionment, 
for  the  main  library  the  amount  in  excess  being  $80.40.  of  which  $79,115 
was  expended,  45  cents  being  returned  to  the  city  treasury;  the  excess 
for  the  branch  fund  was  $25.07,  also  returned  to  the  city  treasury. 

The  statement  following  covers'the  entire  receipts  and  expenditures 
including  the  petty  or  "special"  library  account. 

Expenditures  through  the  city  departments  are  all  accounted  for  in 
detail,  on  duplicate  vouchers,  endorsed  by  the  finance  committee  of  the 
Library  Board,  approved  by  its  president  as  allowed,  the  originals  of 
which  are  on  file  with  the  city  auditor,  the  duplicates  being  kept  at  the 
library  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian  and  assistant  secretary.  Expenditures 
by  the  librarian  from  the  petty  or  "special"  account  are  reported  monthly, 
itemized,  lo  the  Library  Board  and  approved. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

April  30,  1903,  CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER.  Treasurer. 

State  of  Missouri.         \ 
County  of  Buchanan,  j    ^^' 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg.  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  made  oath  that  the  fads  and  figures  above  set  forth  are  true  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this 
11th  day  of  May,  1903. 

J.  C.  HEDENBERG,  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  Nov.  11th,  1905, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  to  you,  as  required 
by  the  by-laws,  the  annual  report  of  the  librarian,  being  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30,  1903.  It  covers  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  library. 

SUMMARY. 

No.  volumes  in  library,  25,435.  Net  gain  for  year,  3,916. 

Library  use,  total,  143,459;  home  use,  120,445;  increase,  23,639,  or  24.4 

per  cent.    Fiction,  68.32  per  cent  of  total  use;  80.23  per  cent  of  home  use. 
No.  of  cardholders,  6,001.    Increase,  1,223. 

Total  expenditures $13,551.67 


ACCESSIONS  AND  CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY. 

The  library  now  contains  25,435  volumes,  the  growth  for  the  year 
being  3,916.  This  is  in  excess  of  the  growth  of  any  one  year,  and  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  Carnegie  branch,  the  funds  for  which  were  allowed 
to  accumulate  for  eighteen  months  before  purchases  were  made.  Of 
these  accessions,  2,974  were  purchased,  46  transferred  from  special  dupli- 
cate collection,  603  periodicals  bound,  123  donations  classified,  170  U.  S. 
public  documents.  Withdrawals  for  the  year  aggregate  401  volumes,  of 
which  369  were  worn  out,  17  lost  and  paid  for,  and  15  burned.  An  in- 
ventory, just  completed,  reveals  the  fact  that  52  volumes  are  missing;  46 
from  the  main  stack  room,  10  juvenile  room,  and  3  from  the  branch.  A 
portion  of  these  were  undoubtedly  stolen  and  will  not  be  returned;  the 
remainder,  however,  will  be  accounted  for.  The  number  of  volumes  miss- 
ing is  smaller  than  had  been  expected,  judging  from  reports  of  other 
libraries  under  the  open  shelf  system. 

Following  are  the  accessions  and  withdrawals,  classified,  with  the 
net  gain  in  each  dnss,  for  the  year: 
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Class  Accessions    Withdrawals    Net  Gain 

General  91  5  86 

Philosophy  31  0  31 

Religion    64  3  61 

Social    science 200  0  200 

U.  S.  public  documents 170  0  170 

Philology    13  0  18 

Natural  science   129  1  128 

Useful  arts 132  2  130 

Fine  arts   105  1  104 

Literature   362  10  352 

Travel  306  1  305 

Biography   273  2  271 

History    421  0  421 

Periodicals,  unclassed  603  0  603 

Fiction   1,417  376  1,041 

Total    4,317  401  3,916 

CARD-HOLDERS. 

A  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  users  of  the  library  is  noted,  the 
total  number  of  active  card-holders  being  6,001,  of  which  509  are  patrons 

of  Carnegie  branch.  This  is  1,223  more  than  reported  last  year.  The 
number  of  "active"  cards  is  ascertained  by  deducting  from  the  number  cf 
cards  issued  within  two  years  all  cards  which  have  for  any  reason  been 
cancelled.  Teachers'  cards  to  the  number  of  87  are  in  force,  and  20 
special  cards. 

USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

A  total  use  of  143,459  volumes  for  the  year,  120,445  being  issued  for 
home  use,  makes  a  notable  showing  for  the  library.  This  is  an  increase 
of  23,639  in  the  number  of  volumes  issued,  as  compared  with  last  year, 
with  a  much  larger  percentage  of  growth  in  the  use  of  books  in  the 
library.  In  the  record  now  kept  of  library  use,  only  those  volumes  left 
on  the  reference  tables  are  counted,  no  effort  being  made  to  ascertain  the 
number  used  at  the  shelves.  Even  this  record  is  inaccurate,  and  the  fig- 
ures used  are  at  best  but  estimates;  but  it  is  under,  rather  than  over,  the 
actual  use. 

Of  the  total  use  of  the  library,  aside  from  periodicals  in  the  reading 
room,  of  which  no  record  is  kept,  67.38  per  cent  was  fiction;  of  home 
use,  80.23  per  cent  fiction.  Adult  use  of  fiction,  63  per  cent;  juvenile,  17.23 
per  cent.  This  percentage  includes  the  use  of  the  special  duplicate  col- 
lection, a  large  proportion  of  which  is  not  the  property  of  the  library. 
Home  use  of  library  books  proper  was  77  per  cent  fiction.  Carnegie 
branch  has  the  record  in  this  regard,  the  petceuta^e  of  fiction  circulated 
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being  but  67  per  cent.    (For  classified  tables  of  circulation  see  Appendix 
A  and  report  of  Carnegie  branch.) 

CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 

Carnegie  branch  building  was  turned  over  to  the  library  force  in 
November.  On  the  26th  of  that  month  it  was  opened  for  inspection  b/ 
business  men.  The  people  of  South  St.  Joseph  took  possession,  and  a 
short  program,  arranged  by  them,  consisting  of  brief  addresses  by  prom- 
inent and  interested  citizens,  was  carried  out.  On  the  28th  a  reception 
was  tendered  the  women  of  that  portion  of  the  city,  and  the  29th  was  set 
aside  as  children's  day.  A  large  number  of  visitors  were  received,  and 
all  expressed  themselves  as  pleased.  The  library  was  formally  opened 
for  the  issue  of  books  December  1.  Application  blanks  had  been  dis- 
tributed through  the  schools  and  placed  in  prominent  places  prior  to  the 
opening.    The  first  cards  were  issued  on  children's  day. 

June  15,  Miss  Senter,  assistant  librarian,  was  detailed  in  charge  of 
branch  work,  doing  the  cataloging  and  preparatory  work.  Printed  cards 
from  the  congressional  library  were  used  as  far  as  obtainable.  When 
the  library  was  opened  everything  practicable  was  in  readiness.  Total 
expenditure  for  salary  for  the  branch  for  the  year  was  $788. 

Some  care  has  been  given  to  beautifying  the  grounds,  and  the  trees 
and  shrubs  are  doing  well.  Within  a  few  years  the  surroundings  should 
be  very  attractive. 

The  report  to  me  of  Miss  Senter,  librarian  in  charge,  is  submitted 
in  its  entirety,  covering,  as  it  does,  details  of  the  work  which  are  most 
interesting.  It  follows  this  report.  The  interest  shown  by  Miss  Senter 
in  the  work  incident  to  installing  the  library,  her  plans  for  interesting 
the  people  therein,  are  to  be  commended. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  refrain  from  referring  to  the  good  ac- 
complished by  the  placing  of  books,  even  in  comparatively  small  collec- 
tions, where  they  are  readily  accessible  to  the  people.  With  delivery 
stations  and  two  collections  in  school  houses,  the  best  circulation  the 
library  had  heretofore  obtained  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  city,  had 
been  less  than  1,800  yearly;  this  not  counting,  of  course,  the  few  books 
taken  from  the  library  by  people  who  used  it  direct.  From  an  experience 
of  five  months,  it  is  safe  to  estimate  that  between  twelve  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand volumes  will  be  issued  for  home  use  the  coming  year,  besides  a 
large  use  of  the  library  for  reference  and  reading  purposes. 

There  is  need  at  this  time  for  more  branches,  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  portions  of  the  city.  From  the  standpoint  of  reaching  and  ben- 
efitting the  masses,  the  duplication  of  books  that  are  suitable  for  the 
many  through  branches  is  preferable  to  piling  up  on  shelves  in  the  main 
library  books  valuable  only  to  the  few. 

SPECIAL  DUPLICATE  COLLECTION. 

An  experiment  with  the  special  duplicate  collection  did  not  result  as 
satisfactorily  as  anticipated.    A  contract  was  made  wlVv  3l  cotvc^ttv  wo^- 
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lating  books  for  supplying  125  volumes,  subject  to  six  changes  yearly,  for 
a  stipulated  sum,  payable  quarterly.  The  use  the  library  was  to  make 
of  the  volumes  thus  secured  was  explained,  the  necessity  for  new  titles 
only  being  imperative.  On  the  first  order  sent  in,  but  one-half  the  titles 
asked  for  were  furnished,  the  remainder  being  old  or  books  not  con- 
sidered worthy  of  library  circulation.  The  contractor  declined  to  remedy 
the  matter  and  finally,  by  mutual  agreement,  the  contract  was  annulled. 
At  a  total  expense  of  $132.02,  the  library  received  in  return  $199.40;  93 
volumes  were  added  to  the  collection,  and  through  it  the  free  collection 
has,  or  will  soon,  be  benefitted  to  that  extent.  In  addition,  the  library 
patrons  have  had  the  use  of  sixty  other  volumes,  besides  those  in  the 
collection  at  the  first  of  the  year.  The  duplicate  collection  has  long  since 
demonstrated  its  popularity,  and  in  the  future  will  be  increased.  It  re- 
lieves the  library  to  a  great  extent  from  an  investment  of  its  regular 
funds  in  popular  fiction.  My  observation  is  that  it  increases  the  use  of 
fiction.  However,  the  people  who  use  these  books  would  secure  them 
some  place,  and  by  supplying  them  from  the  library  a  hold  is  maintained 
on  the  readers  that  would  otherwise  be  lost.  If  this  class  of  readers  can- 
not secure  the  better  popular  novels  at  the  library  when  they  wish  them, 
they  permit  their  library  cards  to  lapse,  and,  as  a  result,  practically  cease 
reading  anything  but  fiction.  Here  they  will,  more  often  than  may  gen- 
erally be  supposed,  take  class  books;  but  observation  of  the  2-cent  a  day 
libraries  and  others  reveals  the  fact  that  fully  99  per  cent  is  fiction. 


THE  OPEN  SHELF  SYSTEM. 

The  open  shelf  system,  adopted  on  occupying  the  new  quarters,  has 
proven  satisfactory  in  every  way.  As  was  anticipated,  the  books  have 
worn  more,  and  some  have  been  stolen;  but  what  has  been  lost  to  the 
library  in  any  way  has  been  more  than  made  up  by  the  increase  in  the 
popularity  among  the  people  and  the  satisfaction  expressed  by  them.  Of 
the  missing  volumes,  some  were  possibly  overlooked  in  the  inventory, 
others  will  be  returned,  having  been  taken  inadvertently  or  through  mis- 
take. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

Stations  nve,  six  and  seven  have  been  discontinued;  the  first  on  ac- 
count of  the  opening  of  the  branch,  the  others  because  it  was  found  that 
the  people  preferred  coming  to  the  library  for  their  book  service.  Sta- 
tions 1  to  4  continue  as  heretofore,  and  through  them  6,665  volumes  were 
circulated. 

WORK  IN  GENERAL. 

During  the  year  3,500  cards  from  the  congressional  library  have  been 
used  by  the  cataloging  department,  tV\e  vjotV.  otv  \.Vv«.  branch  being  greatly 
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facilitated  thereby.  The  cost  was  but  $25.00.  These  cards  are  also  used 
for  all  new  titles  added  to  the  main  library,  and  for  all  older  ones  when 
obtainable. 

Work  of  reclassifying  fiction  in  the  main  library  progresses,  and  it 
is  hoped  soon  to  have  it  completed.    The  Cutter-Sanborn  author  numbers    , 
are  being  used.    Fiction  in  the  branch  is  so  classed. 

The  expense  of  rebinding  books  increases  in  direct  ratio  with  the 
increased  use  of  the  library. 

While  the  accessions  to  the  library  have  been  printed  as  heretofore  ' 
in  the  Daily  Gazette,  but  two  bulletins  were  published.    A  change  in  the 
measure  of  the  columns  of  the  newspaper  was  made,  which  makes  it  im- 
practicable to  use  the  slugs  in  an  annual  supplement.    It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  arrange  for  this  publication  as  a  distinct  proposition. 

On  account  of  insufficient  books,  and  the  large  use  at  the  library, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  continue  the  placing  of  small  libraries  in  school 
houses  in  the  suburbs.  The  branch  library  supplies  four  such  schools, 
however,  much  more  satisfactorily  than  could  be  done  from  school  boxes. 
An  attempt  is  to  be  made  this  fall  to  resume  the  plan  in  at  least  six 
schools.  I  am  satisfied,  from  investigation,  that  four  additional  school 
libraries  would  be  used  largely  if  provided. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  work  of  the  library  for  the  year  has  been 
satisfactory.  With  the  additional  funds  which  will  accrue  to  the  library 
as  a  result  of  the  increased  assessment,  a  great  deal  can  be  accomplished 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

For  classified  table  of  circulation,  list  of  donors,  and  report  of  Car- 
negie branch,  see  appendices  following. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
members  of  the  library  staff,  and  to  express  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  library  board  for  kindly  consideration  at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT,  Librarian. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  April  30,  1903. 


State  of  Missouri,         ") 
County  of  Buchanan,    j    **' 

Before  me,  R.  R.  Calkins,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  fig- 
ures herein  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of  May,  1903. 

R.  R.  CALKINS,  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  April  11,  1905. 
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APPENDIX  B.— DONATIONS. 


Vols.       No0. 


11 
1 


2 
3 


38 
1 

•  • 

1 

■  ■ 

2 
1 
1 


2 

1 


1 

22 

1 

1 


1 
2 


33 


44 


36 


12 


Pamp.  I>oiior 

2  American  Library  Association. 

1        American  Sports  Publishing  Co. 

Atwill,  J.  W.,  Secretary. 

Bass,  Mr.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Boston  Book  Co. 

Boston,  (Mass.)  City  of. 

Bullard,  Rev.  Henry. 
4        Canada  Department  of  Agriculture. 
1        Chase  &  Sanborn,  Chicago,  III. 

City  of  Chicago,  111. 

Citizens  of  St.  Joseph  (Mo.),  2  oil  paintings. 
1        Continental  Press,  N.  Y. 

Druckmiller,  Paul  P.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Edgar,  T.  B.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
1        Ehrlich,  F.,  New  York. 

Fox,  Charles  O.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
4        Grogg,  Sylvester,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Harriman   E.  M.,  New  York. 

Hegir,  Robert,  Saxlon,  Mo. 

Hills  Genealogical  Society. 

Hohl,  Mrs.  John,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Huggins,  L.  &  W.,  Marble  Statue. 
4        Indian  Rights  Association. 
4        Iowa  Library  Commission. 

Joseph  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O.  B.  B. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society. 
1        Lake  Mohonk  Arbitration  Conference. 

Lawson,  Thos.  W. 
1        League  of  American  Municipalities. 
1        Lee,  Lieut.-Gov.  John  A.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Lemon,  Mrs.  John  S.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

McCabe,  Mrs.  M.  J.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

McDonald,  Mrs.  A.  C. 

McMahon,  Joseph  H.,  New  York. 
1        Merchants'  Exchange,  New  York. 
4        Minnesota  Library  Commission. 
12        Missouri  Historical  Society,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
1        Missouri  State  Historical  Society,  Columbia,  Mo. 

3  Missouri  Society  Sons  of  Revolution. 
Morton,  Dr.  Daniel  F.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Neville,  John  Ormond. 

Ohio  State  Library,  Columbus,  Ohio. 
1        Palmer,  H.  R.,  New  York. 
1        Pennsylvania  Prison  Society. 

Pfeiffcr,  Charles  A.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo, 


roll. 

Noi. 

Pamp. 

•  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •   • 

1 

•  •   • 

•  •   « 

35 

•  •   • 

•  •   • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •   • 

1 

•  •   • 

1 

1 

•  •   • 

•  •   • 

•  • 

300 

•   •   • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •   • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •   • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  • 

•  •  • 

10 

16 

•  •  • 
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Donor 
Porrier,  Lydia  N.,  Duluth,  Minn. 
Randolph,  Lewis. 
Ransom,  Daniel,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Ransom,  F.  Thomas,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Theosophical  Society. 
Santa  Fe  R.  R.  Co. 
Smith,  G.  Hutchinson. 
Sturgis,  J.  H.,  New  York. 
Super,  Chas.  W. 
Universalist  Pub.  Co. 
University  of  Missouri. 
Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission. 
Wright,  Mrs.  Purd  B.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

LIBRARY  EXCHANGES. 

Bulletins,  Reports,  Special  Lists,  Etc. 

AguUar  Free  Library,  N.  Y.;  Allegheny  (Pa.)  Carnegie  Free  Library; 
Bellevue  (Neb.)  College  Library;  Bradford  (Pa.)  Carnegie  Public  Li- 
brary; Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  Libraries,  consolidated  bulletins;  Buffalo  (N.  Y.) 
Public  Library;  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Carnegie  Library;  Carnegie  Library,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Chicago  (111.)  Public. 
Library;  Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library;  Cossitt  Library,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Council  Bluffs  (la.)  Public  Library;  Detroit  (Mich.)  Public  Library;  East 
St.  Louis  (111.)  Public  Library;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore, 
Md.;  Evanston  (111.)  Public  Library;  Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Pa.; 
Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library;  Haverhill  (Mass.)  Public  Library; 
Hartford  (Conn.)  Public  Library;  Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library;  In- 
dianapolis (Ind.)  Public  Library;  Iowa  State  Library,  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  Public  Library;  Joliett  (111.)  Public  Library; 
Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Public  Library;  Kansas  State  Historical  Society; 
Topeka,  Kan;  Los  Angeles  (Calif.)  Public  Library;  Library  Association 
of  Portland,  Ore.;  Library  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  -Library  of  Cong^ress; 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public 
Library;  Newark  (N.  J.)  Public  Library;  New  Haven  (Conn.)  Public 
Library;  New  Orleans  (La.)  Public  Library;  Newton  (Mass.)  Public 
Library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library;  Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Li- 
brary; Paterson  (N.  J.)  Public  Library;  Peabody  Institute,  Danvers, 
Mass.;  Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library;  Pratt  Institute  Library,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.;  Providence  (R.  I.)  Libraries,  consolidated  bulletins;  Quincy  (111.) 
Public  Library;  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Public  Library;  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Mer- 
cantile Library  Association;  Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  San  Fran- 
cisco (Calif.)  Public  Library;  Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library;  Sedalia 
(Mo.)  Public  Library;  Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library;  Toronto  (Can.) 
Public  Library;  Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass.;  Warren  County  (111.) 
Library  and  Reading  Room  Association;  Worcester  (Mass.)  Free  Public 
Library, 
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CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 


To  the  Librarian: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  first  annual  report  of  the  work  of  the  Car- 
negie Branch  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  St.  Joseph  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1903. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1902,  the  Carnegie  Branch  was  opened  for 
the  distribution  of  books.  At  that  time  the  volumes  in  the  library  num- 
bered 2651,  all  catalogued  and  ready  for  use.  Cards  had  been  written  for 
the  card  catalogue,  also  a  portion  of  the  guides  and  subject-headings. 
The  first  work  done  after  the  opening  of  the  library  was  to  finish  the 
card  catalogue.  Since  that  time  464  volumes  have  been  added,  making 
the  total  number  of  volumes  now  in  the  library  3,115  (minus  4  volumes, 
three  of  which  are  missing  and  one  damaged  and  paid  for).  Of  this 
number,  562  voltmies  belong  to  the  reference  department  and  2,552  to  the 
circulating  department.  A*  table  showing  the  number  of  books  in  each 
class  will  be  given  elsewhere  in  this  report.  These  books  were  all  classi- 
fied and  numbered  at  the  main  library,  leaving  only  the  shelf-listing  and 
card  writing  to  be  done  at  the  branch,  which  work  was  done  as  soon 
after  the  books  were  received  as  the  other  work  of  the  library  would 
permit. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  patrons  of  the  library  in 
various  branches  of  reading.  With  this  end  in  view,  reading  lists  have 
been  prepared  and  those  suitable  for  young  people  placed  in  the  children's 
department,  while  others  have  been  placd  in  conspicuous  places  about 
the  library;  the  books  themselves  being  arranged  on  a  shelf  near  the  list 
for  convenience.  These  lists  have  been  preserved  and  are  being  carefully 
indexed  by  subject,  the  cards  made  like  all  subject  cards  and  alphabeted 
into  the  card  catalogue.  It  will  save  much  time  and  duplication  of  work 
to  have  this  material  readily  accessible,  and  they  can  be  easily  added  to 
as  we  receive  new  material. 

Special  effort  has  been  made  to  interest  the  children  in  books  on 
nature  and  animals,  attractive  books  on  those  subjects  being  selected  and 
placed  on  the  tables  where  they  would  attract  the  little  ones,  and  a  few 
pictures  of  animals  and  flowers  arranged  on  a  canvas  stretched  for  that 
purpose.  At  another  time  books  on  great  Americans  were  placed  on  the 
table.  And  another  day  books  of  voyages  and  travel  were  displayed. 
Three  beautiful  maps  recently  placed  in  the  library  are  frequently  used 
by  the  children.  It  seems  necessary  for  some  of  our  young  readers  who 
have  younger  brothers  and  sisters  entrusted  to  their  care  to  bring  them 
to  the  library.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  these  little  ones  in  a  pleas- 
ant humor  while  the  older  ones  are  reading  or  making  their  selections 
without  giving  them  books  or  pictures  to  look  at.  It  seems  unwise  to 
give  them  bound  books  to  use,  as  they  can  not  handle  thctiv  vi\lVvow\. 
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injuring  the  book  to  a  certain  extent,  and  our  store  of  pictures  for  such 
young  people  is  very  limited;  therefore  I  would  suggest  getting  a  few 
picture  books  for  these  babies.  They  need  not  be  expensive  or  many; 
but  a  few  little  Mother  Goose  picture  books,  I  know,  would  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  older  young  readers  and  would  save  the  better  books. 

The  total  number  of  members  for  the  five  months  (including  49  trans- 
fers from  the  main  library),  is  517.  To  each  adult  (249)  two  cards  have 
been  issued,  giving  them  the  privilege  of  taking  two  books  at  one  time. 
Many  have  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege,  while  others  having  less 
time  to  read,  take  but  one.  Too  often  that  one  is  fiction.  We  find  that 
a  little  individual  attention  to  those  whom  we  see  in  doubt  as  to  their 
selections  will  do  more  toward  keeping  down  the  percentage  of  fiction 
than  anything  we  have  tried;  oftentimes  only  a  suggestion  being  needed 
to  induce  them  to  read  something  more  substantial. 

It  is  often  asked  what  classes  of  people  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunities afforded  by  the  library,  and  whether  the  so-called  "working 
class"  use  it  to  any  considerable  extent  In  some  cases  the  applicant  for 
borrower's  card  does  not  state  his  or  her  occupation.  The  following  is  a 
classified  list  of  the  borrowers  to  date: 

Baker,  1;  blacksmith,  1;  bookkeepers,  4;  butchers,  14;  carpenters,  2; 
clerks,  27;  contractors,  2;  coopers,  1;  civil  engineers,  1;  clergymen,  2;  do- 
mestics, 2;  engineers,  1;  firemen,  2;  housewives,  62;  inspector  ((5ov.),  I; 
insurance  agents,  2;  janitors,  2;  jeweler,  1;  laborers,  38;  mechanics,  2; 
merchants,  5;  milliners,  2;  newspaper  workers,  7;  painters,  1;  physicians. 
1;  P.  O.  employes,  2;  real  estate  agents,  1;  railroad  employes,  2;  school 
girls,  125;  school  boys,  78;  stenographers,  6;  tailors,  1;  telephone,  2;  teach- 
ers, 2;  other  occupations,  37;  not  specified,  27.    Total,  468. 

Of  the  above  number,  Swift  &  Co.  employ  48;  Hammond  Packing 
Co.,  18;  Nelson  Morris  &  Co.,  12;  St.  Joseph  Stock  Yards  Company,  19; 
Armour  Packing  Company,  1.     A  total  of  98. 

The  circulation  of  books  is  not  as  large  as  was  hoped  for,  the  number 
of  volumes  issued  since  the  library  opened  being  4,950;  but  the  number 
drawn  from  the  branch  compared  with  those  issued  from  the  main  library 
to  the  station, s  through  which  this  locality  was  supplied  with  reading 
matter  before  the  branch  was  opened,  shows  a  good  increase  aver  last 
year.  A  table  showing  the  books  of  each  class  drawn  for  home  use  will 
be  given  elsewhere  in  this  report.  It  is  pleasant  to  report  that  but  67 
per  cent  of  circulation  is  fiction. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  number  of  persons  who  use  the  library 
on  Sunday.  No  count  has  been  kept  of  the  Sunday  visitors,  but  it  is  not 
exaggerating  to  say  that  Sunday  is  our  busiest  day.  Men,  women  and 
children  of  all  classes  visit  us  upon  that  day.  As  a  rule  more  reference 
work  is  done  on  Sunday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week.  Much  use  is 
made  of  the  bound  magazines  as  well  as  the  current  numbers.  About 
fifteen  students  from  the  High  School  visit  the  library  regularly  and  so 
/ar  have  been  able  to  secure  all  material  needed  for  school  work.    Teach- 
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ers  have  been  given  the  same  privileges  here  as  at  the  main  library,  that 
of  drawing  several  books  for  school  use  on  one  card  and  retaining  them 
an  indefinite  length  of  time. 

The  women  of  South  St.  Joseph  have  organized  a  -study  club  known 
as  the  Carnegie  Culture  Club,  which  meets  in  the  study  room  at  the 
library  every  alternate  Wednesday  afternoon.  After  the  work  is  laid  out 
by  the  committee,  the  best  books,  magazine  articles,  etc.,  in  both  main 
and  branch  libraries,  on  the  subjects  chosen  are  listed,  and  if  possible, 
the  books  are  put  on  the  reference  shelf  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  club. 
Much  of  the  better  class  of  literature  is  brought  into  use  in  this  way.  AH 
of  the  ladies  have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  quiet  little  room 
at  the  library  where  they  can  have  their  literary  feasts  unmolestd. 

The  popularity  of  the  smoking  room  does  not  grow  with  the  approach- 
ing summer.  The  winter  evenings  found  more  boys  around  the  chess 
and  checker  boards  than  the  pleasant  spring  evenings  have  done;  though 
a  fairly  good  number  of  men  and  boys  spend  a  greater  portion  of  Sunday 
afternoon  in  the  club  room.  One  pleasing  feature  is  that  there  has  never 
been  any  tendency  toward  boisterous  or  unbecoming  conduct  in  or  about 
the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LULU  C.  SENTER,  Assistant  Librarian. 


CARNEGIE  BRANCH  STATISTICS. 


OIROULATION  DECEMBER  1  TO  APRIL  30. 


CLASS 


Philo8oph7.t  •••"•• 

Theolocy 

Soc.  Soi. 

Philol 

Nat.  Sol 

Use.  Arts. 

Fine  Arts 

Ldteratare, 

Poetnr  and  Drama . 

Trarel 

Biography . 

History 

Magazines 

Fiction 


*  •'  •  •  »  < 


Total. 


December 

Janoary 

Febraarjr 

March 

AprU 

2 

9 

10 

18 

6 

12 

14 

16 

13 

14 

10 

8 

6 

11 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

21 

21 

23 

21 

29 

1 

7 

9 

12 

4 

12 

18 

14 

8 

9 

42 

69 

64 

61 

48 

25 

81 

29 

26 

25 

49 

60 

62 

47 

86 

29 

40 

48 

51 

85 

64 

57 

78 

60 

89 

13 

29 

85 

34 

082 

70S 

672 

730 

579 

900 

1,046 

1.064 

1.088 

862 

Total 


39 

68 

89 

4 

115 

38 

56 

284 

186 

253 

203 

298 

111 

8816 


4.950 


JUVENILE. 

Miction  ..••.. 

263 
86 

267 
89 

264 
111 

278 
83 

202 
79 

1JS74 

Class 

448 

Total 

349 

856 

875 

861 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  reports  that  it  has  examined  the  state- 
ment of  the  treasurer,  as  required  by  the  by-laws,  and  finds  that  it  shows 
all  the  transactions  of  the  board  of  a  financial  nature,  both  with  the  city 
treasurer  and  the  librarian,  and  that  it  is  correct. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  an  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation,  of 
city  property  will  provide  the  library  with  additional  funds.  The  exact 
amount  for  library  purposes  has  not  been  determined,  but  it  will  approx- 
imate $12,000,  being  $1»500  more  than  the  amount  apportioned  last  year. 

The  library  could  make  most  effective  use  of  a  still  greater  amount 
of  money,  and  your  committee  regrets  that  additional  means  can  not  be 
provided. 

CHAS.   A.    PFEIFFER. 
A.  B.  WEAKLEY. 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 

April  30,  1903.  Finance  Committee. 


BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  The  expenditures  of  the  library  under  the  immediate 
jurisdiction  of  this  committee  were  as  follows: 

Main  library  Carnegie  branch 

Janitory  service  and  supplies  $  537  50  $  217  35 

Coal  and  engineer  463  01  102  9) 

Light    20  80 

Furniture   37  10  93  69 

Expenditures  for  the  beautifying  of  the  grounds  of  the  Carnegie 
branch  are  not  included  herewith,  as  all  the  bills  have  not  been  presented. 
These  grounds  comprise  an  entire  block,  400x280  feet.  Under  the  super- 
vision of  Park  Superintendent  Rau,  with  the  consent  of  the  Park  Board, 
plans  for  landscaping  were  prepared,  and  the  trees  and  shrubs  are  now 
out,  the  work  being  done  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  librarian. 
With  additional  assistance  from  the  Park  Board,  it  is  hoped  to  make  these 
grounds  the  most  beautiful  in  the  city,  eventually  to  become  a  park  for 
the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the  city. 

J.  H.  McCORD. 
ELLIOT  MARSHALL, 
CLAY  C.  MACDONALD, 
April  30,  1903.  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 
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SPECIAL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Gentlemen:  The  last  annual  report  of  this  committee  gave  an  ac- 
count of  contracts  and  work  on  the  Carnegie  branch  building,  for  the 
construction  of  which  Mr.  Carnegie  gave  $25,000. 

The  building  was  not  completed  on  time,  August  15,  not  being  turned 
over  until  November,  when  it  was  accepted  by  your  committee,  under  au- 
thority given  by  the  Library  Board. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  contracts,  with 
present  condition  of  funds,  etc.; 

General   contract    ♦$23,050  00 

Additional  painting  and  decorating  85  00 

Architect's  fees  719  09 

X^ighting  fixtures   218  00 

Shelving  577  00 

Furniture: 

Cork  carpet   $205  08 

^^Vindow  shades  21  05 

yioor  mats  6  00 

"Tables,  chairs,  etc 119  00        351  13      $24,998  22 

Amount  unappropriated   1  78 


$25,000  00 


*On  the  general  contract  of  $23,505,  $191.48  is  withheld  in  the  hands 
K>i  the  Board  Treasurer  for  construction  of  walks,  which  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  lay  until  the  filled  ground  had  been  given  ample 
time  to  settle.  Board  walks  were  laid,  being  paid  for  from  the  main- 
tenance fund.  There  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  $20.00  con- 
tracted for  in  extra  painting,  for  which  a  bill  has  not  yet  been  rendered. 
These  amounts,  with  the  $1.78  unappropriated,  make  the  true  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  Board  Treasurer,  $213.26. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.   A.    PFEIFFER, 
H.  K.  WHITE, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
April  30,  1903.  Special  Building  Committee. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


OFFICERS. 

Propidoiit  J.  W.  Atwill 

Vi(u -J^rf'.si(l(?nt   H.  K.  White 

Sl'(  rotary-Troasiiror  Chas.  A.  Pfoiffer 
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PUBLIC  LIBUARY  REPORT. 


PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  TRANSMITTING  REPORTS 


St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  11*04. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Common  Council: 

Geniiemcn:  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honorable  body  the  ollicial 
reports  of  the  vai'Icus  otf.cers  and  committees  ol"  the  Free  Pul)lic  Libmry 
for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1904.  In  so  doing,  I  am  impelled  to  ask  a 
careful  perusal  of  the  same,  for  they  will.  1  belime,  be  gratifying  to  you 
as  weil  as  to  our  citizens  generally,  as  hhowing  a  careful  and  judicious 
execution  of  the  trust  conferred  upon  the  lioard  ol  Directors. 

The  faithful  services  rendered  by  the  Liljrarian  and  his  assistants  havo 
Leon  lec'jgnizcd  by  the  Board  of  Direc-tor.s.  The  details  ol  the  work  per- 
f«jrmed,  a.s  evidenced  by  the  repf;rt.  entitU'?  tlicm  to  the  appn^^iation  of  a 
goiierous  public. 

The  use  of  the  library  is  cmstaMtly  growin?:.  and  now  that  the  fund 
with  which  the  expense  of  this  <iep.?rtn\t.:ni  Ih.  in«.'i  is  striilily  incrr<ihini?, 
it  will  more  and  more  each  year  ivt^ri  the  rc'iuin  nn-nis  «»i'  it.*?  p;itn)ns. 
The  needs  in  the  library  line  of  a  growing,  proiire.ssivf  city  cnnlinuaHy 
expands,  and  the  hope  is  vxprosru«d  that  bdiin*  niany  y<';ir."<  ili--  SI.  .l(is"ph 
Library  will  be  in  a  positicm  to  m«M.'t  all  call.->  ihjit   m?iy  !)••  nnd..'  ufjon  it. 

The  statistics  subraiLted  .-^Iidw  tlijit  li'l.l.T)  voliiiii-y  w.  r*  i^sii-d  tur 
home  use,  and  that  2,ri<»S  vohinvs  wciw  :nlf!.fi  tD  liic  iibi:ir\  (I'lrini:  lln' 
year  just  closed.  Witii  a  (:t):itiniiatii)ii  oi"  ihis  pr. illi'j'-s  in  -.riowili.  a  U^w 
years  will  witnesr  a  W(frtiiy  Cf)lucti.iii  nn  tin-  liluarv  -'n  hv-.  <mi--  ir.Mi.-  in 
keeping  with  the  size  of  tlie  city. 

The  use  of  the  branch  llijrary.  t'lp  ilr-t  cni.;!)!.  t  ■  >.  m  ~  in-.-  ;i.-  (-..taji- 
Ijshment,  is  worthy  of  csprcia!  m   iition 

Again  calling  your  ait<^n>io:i  tn  t|i.-  i-ri):r-;--  a-  i'<'-<  vU\:-  in  1  iiil.  liii- 
operations  of  the  libT-aiy  i;n«l  a  1   =t      .  •!':n  mim  IjJ- .   !  :m.: 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


^ 


Board  cf  Directors  nl  the  Free  Putillc  Library,  St.  Josi-pb,  Mo.: 


QenUeiuen:  Harewtlli  I  ^ubmtt  a  detailed  report,  eiDbracInf  ilte  re- 
ceipts and  cKpeDdJtures  of  the  library  fur  tte  llscal  year  endliiE  April  30, 
1904. 

Tlie  library  apportionment  for  the  fiscal  year  was  112,000.00,  but  ex- 
ceea  collections,  which  wore  allol^ed  the  llbrarj'.  increased  thl;i  9176.60. 
Of  these  two  aniounU.  f9,(t39.80  were  credited  to  the  ntaln  library  aad 
$2,536.30  to  Carnegie  branch. 

Tlie  tabular  statement  submilted  herewith,  tieing  a  portion  ot  this  re- 
port. covcrH  the  entire  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  lihrary.  Including 
the  petty  or  "'spenial"  library  account.  ThU  special  fund  Includes  the 
collections  %t  the  library  from  the  duplicate  cijllectic'ii.  penalties  culluctcd 
from  over-due  books,  b-joke  lust  and  paid  for,  and  any  mlscellanooUA  ro- 
colpl*. 

As  heretofoT.9,  expenditures  through  thp  city  df'pariment^,  auditor 
and  comptroller,  are  all  accounted  fur  In  detail,  un  dupllcBte  voiicfaora, 
approved  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  tSiia 
Board,  approved  by  its  PresUletit  after  being  allowed  thereby,  the  orlgl- 
nala  of  which  are  ou  file  with  \'hG  i-ity  aiidiMr.  dujillcates  being  ret«lB»d 
at  the  library  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian  and  aaalstant  seeretarr.  Bs- 
pendltures  by  the  librariau  from  the  petty  or  "special  account"  &re  re- 
ported monthly.  Itemb.ed.  to  the  Library  Board  and  approved. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFBR,  ' 


STATE  OF  MISSOIilll.        , 
County  of  Buchanan.  j    "■ 

Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedtnberp.  a  notary  public  In  and  for  the  c 
aforosHld.  persoii-iily  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeilfer,  Treaaurer  of  the  Board 
(if  Directors  of  the  Frte  P'il>Iie  Library  of  the  City  of  St  Joaeph.  Mid  " 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  contAtned  In  his  report  are  troe  to 
the  be^t  of  hlP  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  undPT  my  hand  and  seal  this  2nd  day  of  May,  1904. 

(Seal)  J.  C.  HEDBNBBRQ, 

My  commission  expires  November  II.  laflP.  Notary  PnbllB. 
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MAIN  IJBRARY. 
GENERAI.   FUND  ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS. 

■General  fund,  from  city  apportionment %  0,639.89 

Deposit  by  Board  Treasurer  from  special  fund 500.00  $10,139.89 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  general  fund  warrants  on  city  treasurer: 
Book  account — 

Books  $1,796.90 

Periodicals 415.43 

Binding 949.98  $  3.162.31 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants 4,742 .  50 

Heating,  including  engineers   692 .  22 

Printing  and  stationery   134 .  10 

Janitor  service 478 .  00 

Insurance  on  boolcs  119 .  00 

Furniture 498.80 

Postage   . .-. 20.00 

Miscellaneous 290.31 

Repairs 2.65     10.139.89 

« 

SPECIAL  Fl'ND  AC(^)rNT. 
RECEIPTS. 

Brought  forward  in  hands  Board  Troasuror $  6<).4S 

Brought  forward  in  hands  librarian 16. 15 

Received  from  duplicate  collGction 246.10 

Penalties  on  overdue  bo(^ks 52^ .  56 

Catalogs 10 .  20 

Supplements 11.90 

Miscellaneous   44 . .'»;  $      m  7  !»5 

DISRUKSKMEXTS. 

Dc»posited  in  g«?neral  fund  by  Board  Troa>iir«r ^        .''.••o  rm 

Disbursements  by  Librarian — 

Freight  and  oxpross $4S.31 

Postage 20 .  61 

Stationery   ::."..  Of^ 

Delivery  stationH 07 .  oo 

Periodicals 5.63 

Miscellaneous. (51 .  S?n         2«;.s  .  \  s 

Balances — 

In  hands   boani    troasuror lo5.4S 

In  hands  rihrarinn    V.\  .^^         ^Vv  .^> 
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RECAPITULATION. 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  city  apportionment : .  .$  9.6^^9.89 

Special  fund  917.95  $10,557.84 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  voiiclujrs  on  city  treasurer,  general  fund $10,139.89 

By  librarian 268.48 

Balancoft — 

In  hands  ol  board  tieasurer 135.48 

In  hands  librarian    13.99  $10,557.84 


CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 
RECEIPTS. 

r'rn'u  <ii  y  MniiniM  i  )iup.«-';f      $  2.536 .  SO 

DISnrKSRMENTS. 

i;\    ;■■■;.'  rul   -■■;i:;'i   \\ -ir!;!  ;it->  <n  I'ity  trc^asuror: 
l-«'<   ■,    .'.■•••'iii  "i: 

n'"K         S124.26 

I'   !•;■). .ica;-^    i)7.S9 

Kill  lirK-     77.17  $  n09.32 

Siih;;-;.    ■    ''!,:-;i'-    :    -^  -;;im'-     951«.00 

«'.>;il 1S2.00 

i:;.-.  i:i«-  ::;1  r       41.95 

l-'n:;-.'  ir-     80.95 

.I;Mi;:f-T  •-'■r\'.--          480.00 

5i'  ^)-iir:    930.00 

Mi<r.!I;iii<  i;i:..    ( it..  In. !:i. ->.)<!. iii- >          214.28  $  2,530. SO 
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GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 

RECEIPTS. 

General  Fund: 

Main  library  $  9,639.89 

Carnegie   branch 2,536.80 

Special  fund,  main  library 917.95  $  i:f,094.64 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

General  Fund: 

Main  library  I  10,139.89 

Carnegie    branch 2,536.80 

Special  fund,  main  library   268.48 

Balances  forward   149.47  $  13,094.64 

CARNEGIE  BUILDING  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  Mr.  Carnegie $  25.0ii0.00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For   building,  furniture,  etc $  24.806.74 

Balance  on   hand  reserved   for    completing    walk 

(not  built  on  account  of  fillo«l  sround) 193.li0 

$  25.000.00 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


.  I  .        I  ■  ■.■•■■■(■ 


i    .'    ;. !=    ■.'         •    !ri"u:iry-May  whs    ••-"- 

I   .'.■.!.'■       J 'I    i"'S 


To  the  rU)anl  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gpntlomon:  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  present  the  fourteenth 
annual  report  of  Ihi'  lil»rarian.  covering  the  reriod  from  May  1.  1903.  to 
April  HO.  11*04. 

SUMMARY. 

NunilK'f  of  v»)hinii\s  in  lil)rary.  2S,04y;  j»;ain  for  the  yiar.  2,508. 

Number  of  volumes  issued  for  homo  use,  124.135;  increase,  3.690. 
!Vrcentai|:e  of  Action  circulated,  77.47:  decrease,  3  per  cent.  Library 
!;.<•'.    IS. II. 14    (estimated.) 

Financial- -Total  rocripr^^.  $13,004.17:  expenditures.  $12.f*45.17;  bal- 
aiK-»\  SMJK47. 

Nunibor  of  carfl   bf)ld»^rs.   G.302;   increase,  361. 

(JllOWTH  OF  THE  LIWIARY. 

Tlinnj^ii  an  irror  in  the  shelf-list,  the  number  of  volumes  reportnl 
as  li.inii:  in  tli"  F.ibrary  r»n(?  year  ago  was  erroneousiy  given  at  25,446:  the 
I  uniln  r  .<lMin]il  havf  lH'«'n  t».'  more,  or  25,541.  Total  now  in  library,  28,049. 
Af'f«->:ii)ns  lor  ilir  year  numbered  3.11C;  withdrawals.  608;  net 
i;n»\\i.ii.  'J. .'.I A.  In<-Iii.|jMj  in  this  cf)unt  of  contents  of  library  are  55  vol- 
'i.if^.  r<'iioiftMi  nii^^M'rii;  at  tin*  conclusicm  of  the  inventory.  Some  of  thes? 
I'.'UJ-  i.'<  n  itnVpiar-i  1.  oihcrs  liave  lM.-on  taken  from  the  library  withoat 
'    ■"  .'  <  ■■:!'■.'   i    :'iini!    1;  i in (iv «  Ft t  \.0K\  \vliiK»  a  largc  portion  of  them  hav-.* 

I    ■■-■    ;.i''   iniiinl   or  r«*turnod  during  the  year  ar* 
■.■■■.•  .■•:  \.\\x\  r- I' >i'       <  i^'or  df'tailed  statistic.^  under  thi'         \ 
'     "  '■   ■•  •  '    ■f.'iiiii's  in  tiie  lil)rary.  sources  of  rec»*ipt.^         I 
■  :      1    I   }'>)•■  vi  ir.  >»M'  Ai>i)«Mniix  l.» 

■-!'<!    tnr   jioint'    usr.    ail    incr«\ist'  <^f 
il:.if   tlh-n-  was  an  incroasi^  in  th*- 
•  .     .     •.  I  :iM  aciual  dr.'Trasi*  in  volumes  "f 
I     .         ..      .  ■    ^.•l.  ■;  7  ir  p'T  cent  (»f  the  total  isfU*^ 

■    \  ■■■.■.!  a ^  follows:     Adult  use.  f':»f^*■''• 
.=  i-iiMit^-l  fhr.»ugh  the  diftVriMit 
i'.'i\«'l,  however,  loading  w'**  ^ 
■  ■  '1:.    I  nn^tantly  growing  ^"^-^ 
•  ;!v  ImioUs  as  supplenn*nt^*^- 
■  ■!.'«  il  much  work  with  "^  ^^'' 
:.  V  o!  foundation  fur  trii'* 
■'.ill'.    re.Milts  in  ilii"    "^"' 
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While  there  is,  apparently,  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  lil)rary  use  of 
books,  the  figures  are  misleading.  As  reported  last  year,  only  the  vol- 
umes used  in  the  library  and  left  on  the  tables  are  counted.  The  fact 
that  the  library  uge  of  books  reserved  for  all  the  study  clubs,  teachers' 
clubs,  and  high  school  classes  are  not  counted,  for  the  reason  that  the 
iisers  know  the  volumes  wanted  are  shelved  In  a  special  place,  get  them, 
and.  after  using,  return  to  the  shelves,  prevents  possibly  the  best  refer- 
ence use  of  the  library  from  being  counted  at  all.  Other  volumes  used 
and  retuurned  by  the  users  to  the  shelves  are  not  counted.  A  conservative 
estimate  of  the  library  use  would  place  it  about  twice  the  number  of  vol- 
umes reported. 

CARD  HOLDERS. 

An  increase  of  361  in  the  number  of  card  holders  is  shown  by  the 
records,  the  total  being  6,313.  Of  these,  S81  are  credited  to  Carnegie 
bianch.  Cards,  however,  are  used  intercnangeably.  This  number  in- 
cludes 106  teachers*  cards,  4  special  cards  and  27  life  membership  cards. 
In  addition,  there  are.  1.242  non-fiction  cards.  Total  cards,  7.555.  Bor- 
rowers are  required  to  re-register  every  two  years,  and  from  this  regis- 
tration all  cards  canceled,  for  any  reason,  are  leducted.  Cards  reported, 
therefore,  are  "active." 

A  decreased  use  of  books  in  the  children's  room  of  the  main  library 
during  the  summer  vacation,  with  an  increase  in  the  schfK)!  period,  is 
reported.  The  falling  off  in  circulation  is  entirely  In  Action,  this  dropplnj? 
from  17.23  per  cent  of  the  general  library  circulation  to  13.n7  per  cent. 
*?03  volumes  were  added  to  this  department,  the  total  niimlK-r  now  in  the 
room  being  3,003  volumes.  That  this  number  is  entirely  ina'l«*(!iiate  i^ 
piamly  shown  by  a  visit  at  any  time.  The  eanl  rataln^ne.  nf)\v  rapidly 
Rearing  completion,  is  proving  of  great  value  to  the  us'ms  of  th«^  room.  Tt 
Is  hoped  to  add  not  lesa  tlian  I.OOO  \nluines  to  this  eollecfii>n  'Inrinc  th" 
coming  year.     (For  circulation  st.it istics  see  Ai>iK'nflix  '!/» 

CARXKCUE    rillANCFl. 

Carnegie  branch  of   the   public   library   is   nn  eiinti;  all   txi)i^(:tations. 
Tlie  total  use  for  the  year,  as  slion-n  by  tlie  n  port  to  m.    ()\'  Mi^s  Serit«r. 
librarian  in  charge,  ag.c:reii:ated   12.sni  voluim^j^-.  of  whieh    1I.<'^2  w-r*-  is- 
sued for  home  use.     The  branr-h  still    l<':'']s  tlie  iiiain   Ilhrn:;.    in   t.li:it  it^ 
percentage  of  fiction  circulated  [y,  })iit  "'»  i»'.     riiiMr.  n  ii-ed  .:  dir,  \omiiii-^''. 
or  32.6  per  cent  of  the  whole.     A'Miiion-  t^  th--  mIm-.-u-v  v.-evi    -11:1  voIuum  -■. 
naaking  the  total  3.r)6t.     Ot  thes.*.   f'*'r2  nr<^  in   tlr-  <i  ilflr.  n/.  -:•  nai'lnK-iit 
for  circulation,  56  in  the  oljii-lrcn"-   r<  r"r'-p<-     ^.  .-rion  iinn  :'>'.*!  in  ;lir  c-*v.- 
era!  reference  section.     Card  lioM  r.-   n:ii!!i- ''  >'-!.  n  '.-nin  r..;-  ti- ^  v.-ar  oi' 
272. 

All  the  other  work  shows  -jn'.-rji' t<;:_.  m-i.-res-.  (']■;!•  .I'lr]  -el;o:>l 
^'orl^  offers  the  largest  Held  for  'ibrnrv  inflnonr.-.  rind  i;.  is  1> -ini.-  fillfd  ;:r^ 
'^'^n    as  means  will  pern; it. 

( v»TA  1/  )ai>:* ;  dkiwutai  knt. 

In  addition  to  k^-epinir  up  the  regular  work  oV  \p.o  v\o\\;\y\av\ow\,  ^  xvc^\s 
*'**"'oo  shelf-list,  on  rnnl^.  was  made.  necesnita\ei\  bv  \.\\v>  Tv^-Tvutv\\i^x\wv; 
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<ii  the  fiction  by  tho  Catt'^r-Sanljorn  author  tables.  This  required  5^9'» 
cards,  thero  being  S.HSG  \ulunies  listed.  The  buoka  were  re-mimbered  to 
correspond,  and  cards'  for  the  catalog  In  the  main  library,  numbering 
MM  12,  were  r«?-writt(?n  on  typewriter. 

In  tlu  ro.^ular  work.  2.102  cards  from  tiie  Library  of  Congrenis  wen- 
usr-d  in  th(?  three  catalogues  maintained,  the  cost  of  them  being  $18. to. 
TiH\v  are  very  satisfact»ry.  and  save  much  time  to  the  library. 

Cards  for  the  catalog  in  the  children's  room  wore  received  from  tli'* 
I*ittsl)urg  Lilirary  as  printp«i,  and  numbered  and  filed.  This  catalog  is  now 
i-ajjidly  n«':u-in.ii:  completion,  the  total  cost  to  be  $80.  New  books  added. aDd 
lM»oks  i!ot  in  tlie  ('l<»v<'land-Pitts))urg  Libraries  list  are  cataloged  under  the 
ramc  riilt.'s,  Ww  cards  being  wriiien  on  the  typewriter. 

Canls  fur  iln-  Warner  Library  of  the  world's  best  literature  wore  pnr- 
cr.Tp.'d  fmni  ili<*  .\.  L.  A.  publishing  section,  numbered  and  filed. 

A  lif  ii«  ral  rf\  i^ifin  and  c'lecking  of  the  card  catalog  was  begun.  an«l 
■  '.  V  .'."Mil  card.-:  n-writien.  In  the  progress  of  the  work,  when  priin«'! 
i  nv  ]-•■  .!r-  iif'1  nl.fiij.aM'",  they  are  re-written  on  the  typewriter.  All  of 
•!.=  •  unv]:  »,;i  .■  ]ui'u  niul- r  the  direct  charge  of  Misses  Martin  and  Kerr. 
:,.  j..t,  I  i.v  Mj.  ;  l.dlir  ;i!id  the  librarian. 

I  .  S.   PITBLIC  DOCrMENTS. 

innirir  ili«*  ]:i\*j'v  i-art  of  the  y(\ir  systematic  work  with  the  V.  S. 

iiiii.:;«-  .'iM  i!!>i.  Ml  .   \va^  be  J4UII.     With  the  aid  of  the  checklists,  catalogs. 

'••      '  ' '■     !•■.•■■'•    t.'iiTi.Tif  ni'w*..  t)io  volumes  in  the  lilirary  \*'or'^  lalJole«l 

'     ' ••  ■  .li'i-  <■(■!  'ction  airanmMl  by  the  serial  niimbM?-. 

■    '     ■   ■•-'■  '■••:•  bv  ('oimrcs.-t'.-:.     Of  the  duplical*'.-'  i"«)HU*' 
■■'     -   '  ■  ■■!>   to  l)c  of  L'cneral  use  will  b;-  tran-  " 
•  »■'    r  '"'iiilicatt's  will  be  ^ent  to  the  «lor»  ^ 
■  ■■   '   ■•    III  cr>uipl«'te  imiK-.rtani  series.    Th'^^ 

■  '\  •rnnirnt    printing  o.Tice  is  ]i«n*^- 
!  *    p'lMieations   Un'  desigi'iiffii  il-* 

■  :      Thr  y  will  be  of  great  value  i''  ^ 
■i'    u:,Unnwn  fo  the  public. 

•:.:  i:("n()X 

•'  .1  i-n  till'  pay  plan).   i7«".  v.»' 
•;•  .  ■  ii.t>;  from  ^olunll  s  i.-s.-U'-l  ^ 
•■■    cd^lfr-tifui  nnnib(  ri'-ti  1 1^' 

■     -      ■-  included  in  the  roior!  ? 


.  1.. 


\-    '  '•.;  ;  !.»...■..■  :   ■      ■        t  iMi tus  sin(*e  the  la.- 

:   :•   I- .1  •  ■    »■     •■"I!!t;i  .   i  .  ■    .    ■  -  •  \ ..  wxo  of  Hiost.  llbnirle" 

■  I    ■     :;    '. ■'  .  •••■         .       ■■•        ■  •'    tiii    year  beini.'  '».•'•' 

!  .     ill  M.-iTi  !  fi-r  1!i.'  «    '  i^'■   '.'  .■  :  !    »'   a-i'iitional  statier- 

■■■,'*  ..'.'■  /:■<  !'-.i:-;iii:  ili«-    \r'.i\iv>-  ''.rvi- -  wou-.  !•■.«•'    ;.   o.  ■  <  1.  to  three  time.^ 
\     ■  ',  ;;;:./  tinUv. 
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DONATIONS. 
Donations  to  the  library  were  larger  than  for  many  years,  the  most 
important  being  that  of  a  portion  of  the  office  library  of  the  late  Profea- 
For  E.  B.  Neely,  supf  rintendent  of  the  public  schools  at  his  death,  and  a 
former  member  of  the  directorate  of  this  Institution.  The  collection  com- 
prised 800  volumes.  Tne  presentation  was  made  April  15th  by  Mrs.  Neely 
and  her  daughters.  It  is  of  especial  value  in  works  on  educational  lines 
and  for  supplementary  reading  for  the  children.  (For  list  of  donors, 
alphabetically  arranged,  see  Appendix  4.) 

IN  GENERAL. 

During  the  year  l.oSl  books  wero  rebound  at  a  cost  of  $735. H4.  aver- 
aging 46.22  cents  a  volume;  379  periodicals  (magazines  and  newspapers) 
were  bound,  costing  $291.81,  or  77  cents  a  volume. 

The  usual  yearly  finding  list  was  printed;  a  number  of  spcoial  reading 
li'^ts  were  compiled  and  printed,  and  the  lists  of  additions  to  the  library 
were  published  from  time  to  time  in  the  daily  newspapers. 

The  table  showing  "Books  on  questicjns  of  the  moment."  ostablishpd 
last  year,  continues  in  popularity. 

Last  October  the  Missouri  library  association  met  at  th(.>  library. 
The  meeting  was  largely  attended  and  resulted,  at  least,  in  much  goo.i 
to  this  library.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  toachtTs  from  Iho  schools 
of  this  city  attended  the  session  devoted  to  the  library  and  the  school. 
while  thlrty-slx  representatives  from  the  women's  study  clubs  were  pres- 
ent at  another  session  and  participated  in  the  discussion  following  papers 
on  the  relations  of  the  library  to  the  club. 

In  an  attempt  Lo  reach  working  men  who  did  not  use  th*;  librnry.  T't 
A'olumes  were  placed  in  the  reading  room  ot  a  union  laboriiitc  nun's  clu'». 
in  charge  of  the  secretary,  who  was  also  the  business  agent  of  tho  buildinc 
trades  council.  Of  these.  48  volunios  were  issued  in  timr?;  fnr  home  use. 
^nd  there  was  a  hall  use  of  2.'>2  volu^l^^'^.  This  was  Mm'  n  oord  for  ton 
weeks  (Nov.-Jan.)  when  the  socr^-tary  left  V.w  city  and  tin*  bof.Ks  wcrt^ 
returned  to  the  library.  As  showing  iho  kind  of  liooks  that  w«  vp  r^ad. 
the  following  is  a  list  of  titles  of  hoM';s  taUr-n  out  inori-  ilian  nnp-'.  pr*  • 
ceded  by  figures  showing  the  nnnibfr  <'f  tl'iii-  '-.-n.-I:  (.;.  IJi-y-' 
Country  without  strikes;  (fM  \V\r^- nti.  \y<>v\-r--  i  i? »  .-t:ii.'.-.  (.'^mI..  f.  . 
working  girls;  (2)  K*Mit.  MohT;'  <'-\"V\  wnnM- r-  nf  tlw^  'v.<i'l:  i .'. : 
"Wheeler,  Wood-workinc:  for  iMi^lini- r>:     (I'l    n.!.'--  'm.   n- v ■■   ■■''   ■■:■'■ 

(2)  Bigelow,  Borderland  of  r?.:!"  :::.■■  T\  :•  ■  ;  :  i.;;  :\!i  =.  '■  -  -»:  =•: 
Tendon;  (6)  Custor.  Boots  and  -i  ::'-.;:  (\)  V-rr  '■  -  '"  =':■  r  •  =  T:  "  '  ■'. 
and  their  people;     (2)  C'lrtis.  'I"- .•»    ri-r.-.i.     i  ■;    :•  <>\::     ''■)  \']n  ;    .  Abr.; 

ham  Lincoln:    (2)  Doy]n.  ("in  rj    •*..  .•  v.  .«■  •  M-   ■-.   .-■  '     «i    ■  .-  .  ;"  •"  ;".;t 

(2)  Houston  and  K^^nnc-llv.  Ei«:f^'rr-''y  i.;  fl-    •  .» .\  :    :  _•  i   L:  ••  •■■■.  1!  .t   ■« 
heating,  steam  a.nd  '.ia.<  fit*;!..::     ''::')   'i^.-  'i<^'.    :'r.n- tic;.'     ''lip'i--   i   iM-r-.- 

(3)  Hodgson.   Cavp<.-iit.T"..   s:    ■:       ,\;ii      :iii-i    \'       t---      i  .  <    ii.-v.i;:.    ".<  = 
incrustation  and  corrMi-^-'on. :     cj,-    ii;i.-hipK.   iTi^^i.-^.'  il-^rir.ni'jn:     «-i    r<"p-i 
Engineer's  handy  bonk      \m  F'T-n-fi   was  k<  pt   of  ntl«'?  i!.-''ii   in  t];.'  ;•.;•.;• 
Two  hundred  od«l  nii"".].-!-.'  of  niacrazir-Mr^  wrio  al.-n  prrM-i].  .;.  .uii.  i' .-  i-  - 
port  indicates  a  larsr'   ;:•<".  of  tliom. 
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Work  of  the  reference  department  of  the  library  grows  with  each 
.\oar.  and  is  more  and  more  appreciated  by  the  public.  A  permanent 
record  is  made  of  all  important  subjects  looked  up.  a  provision  for  saving 
time  in  tlic  future.  To  encourago  pupils  in  the  high  school  to  do  some 
library  work  during  the  vacation  period,  tlie  librarian  offered  a  prize  of 
a  gold  modal  for  the  best  paper,  limited  Ui  2,500  words,  on  the  history  of 
tlie  Louisiana  I'urchase.  A  number  of  pupils  participated  in  the  contest, 
lilt  prize  being  awarded  to  Erma  Griflln.  A  second  paper  was  of  such 
excellence  that  an  additional  prize  was  given  the  writer,  Marie  Perkins. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Chicago  oflice  of  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  an 
exhibit  of  the  original  drawings  for  a  large  number  of  popular  books  were 
slmwn  in  tlK*  library  during  the  early  fall.  They  were  greatly  appreciatetl 
'^sp'  eiallj   by  the  younger  people  interested  in  drawing. 

An  attracllve  feature  added  to  the  children's  room  was  the  display. 
?it  diflen-nt  times,  of  thi'  work  of  tiie  drawing  classes  in  the  grades  of 
t'i«'  public!  isehools.  Heavy  art  canvas  was  suspended  from  the  wall  and 
rr,  iliis  wert?  pinu«  <I  tha  t  xhibits.  The  drawings  were  furnished  through 
i!n    tourtt'sy  ul"  Misj?  Denton,  .supervisor  of  drawing  in  the  schools. 

Kaily  ill  December  an  exhibit  was  made  in  the  library  of  books  suit- 
ai.I;-  lor  Cliristnuis  prec.«.MUs.  Only  those  books  were  shown  which  oould 
i'.  uhiaiiud  fmni  loeal  I'eab'rs.  and  for  this  reason  the  collection  was  not 
:r  lariii-  as  it  inii;I«t  baAe  been.  A  large  number  of  people  examined  the 
liniiK.-.  a  Mil  many  ixpn'.s.^^c  d  satisfaction  at  the  exhibit  and  approved  of 
;;■'.-  \>\,L\i.  .Maii\  <'l"  tl;e  v. )1. lines  sliown  were  furnished  by  Wm.  SchroeJer. 
'  'h;.-.  .  !:■  r.  v.'li.j  :il<lt  il  In  all  ways  in  the  work. 

^'  ■  '■    ■  ':":.'  '1        vll   ]m'   rmiinl   ront"r.ts   of  the   library.   Appendix  1; 
■       ;     ■.  ■.■■■•.'   -s   -u   t'lf  libmry.  accessions  and   withdrawals 

i:xp«  nditnres  of  library.  Appen<lix  '2: 
\  \>\  r»r  (luJiors  and  donations?.  Appendix 

J !■<    libiary  and  its  work  on  the  part  of 
'    v;i!!  ti'Stiniony.     To  the  niember?^  of 
':».  tl.'iul  s.  and  to  acknowledge  kin'ily 


VV\W  n.  WRIGHT. 

Librarian. 


»■■  ■• 


V 


•    '•"■  aii<]  for  the  countv  a/"*- 


.,t.T 


;   .  •     !    •  -.iviaii  of  the  Free  P\^ 

■'  •  ■  'i        r.;itii  tliat  the  facts     ^* 


■  ■■•!■    -.I     .;■.!'    ..-.■•.'■i  <.    «"■     '..    ,■'•'•',■■     ■  .'v. '« -duo  and  belief. 
').■     ..   I. -..ill    ni\    ii:.)";   ■•Jr;    -:  :■     ;.'  -.^    ■■:■     -".r.      c-    Alay.  1004. 

K    n    CALKINS. 

v.:  i'-ii.:»ii--i"ii  ■  \:r.r".i  April  II.  ir»".".  Notarv  Public- 
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APPENDIX  I— CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY. 

» 

Linber  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1903 25,44G 

iliimes  in  library  but  not  reported  through  error  in  shelf 

list  95 

25,541 

ccessions  for  year  endiug  April  80,  1904: 

By  purchase 2.023 

By  transfer  from  duplicate  collection 143 

By   donations,   classified — 154 

By  donations,  unclassified 287 

By  periodicals  bound     269 

By  U.  S.  Government  deposits 240    3,116 

r'ithdrawals. 

Withdrawals,  worn  out,  etc 543 

Lost  and  paid  for 14 

Lost  and  unaccounted  for 51       608 

et  increase  for  the  year 2.G0S 

•  _ 

umber  of  volumes  now  in  the  library 28.0 10 
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ACCESSIONS   AKD   WITHDRAWALS   FOR  THE   YEAR. 

Class  Accessions    Withdrawals    Net  Gain 

Gi.'iioral   72  14  'o8 

I'hilosophy   23  1  22 

Koligion    89  3  86 

Sociology   112  7  105 

riiilology   4  0  4 

SciGnco   121  2  119   . 

Tsoful  arts 103  '                       2  101 

Fiuo  arts 89  5  84 

Literature    210  IG  194 

Travel   246  4  198 

l^it)giapliy    172  2  170 

}!istory    202  4  198 

Kielioii    877  399  478 

I  iTUMlicals.  K.  L 269  3  266 

f.  S.  deposits   240  146  94 

riiclassitl.'M   2S7  0  287 

n.UG  608  2.508 


I  "i    : 


.■  ■>. 


.  •     ■    .       i' 


•  •"M!:\'iS   (»K    LILKAUV  CLASSII'MICD. 

oJ»o 

2»;7 

CGT 

:;.«;ii) 

'Ji 

771) 

174 

.    .  4SS 

.    . .  ::.;::>:« 

.     .                         .  i>»:i 

.          .      .  .     :  I   1 

■;.  .    .           .      .              .  .  .•.]■: 


1 '  I . 


■I     Ml-,,  .  . 

\'''.  !■   r  <■'    •■ '    -Ml-  ,-   111  »  ii'c';  l;i :  i?r.:  <!■  n-iri;j  .    : 
N;-.:.ii-.r  ■•!    \i';iiin«--    iii   rif<  r«'iU'o  tl<'])art  iii«iil 


>.  t  I  ,  '  • 


2o.r)0i 

7.r»4S 


2X040 
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APPENDIX  2— EXPENDITURES  OF  LIBRARY. 

FROM  GENERAL  FUND. 

Book  account: 

Books    $2,221 .  16 

Periodicals   513.32 

Binding   1,027.15— $3,761.63 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants 5,701 .  50 

Heating  ^     844.22 

Printing  and  stationery   134.10 

Janitor  service 958 .  00 

Insurance  on  books   119.00 

FHimiture    579.75 

Postage  20.00 

Electric  light  (branch  only)   41.95 

Repairs    11.95 

Miscellaneous 504 .  59  $  12,67f) .  69 

FROM  SPECIAL  FUND. 

Freight  and   express    $48 .31 

Postage   20 .  61 

Stationery 35.05 

Delivery  stations  97 . Oo 

Periodicals   5 .  63 

Miscellaneous :  61 .  8S  $       268 .  48 

Total  expenditures $12.JMr,.  it 


16 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT. 


APPENDIX  3-CIRCULATION  STATISTICS. 


CLASS 


GPDornl 

Philosophy 

RoliKion 

Soc'olofO' 

L'hiloloffy 

Natural  soihoco. 

I'seful  nrtM 

Fint»  arts 

Literuturo 

Travel , 

Rinffraphy 

History 

Magazines 

Fictiiiu 


MAIN  LIBRARY 


T«)tal  

Literary  add  hali  use. 


(jraiul  Total. 


Adult 


1,178 

610 

S06 

KOU 

Ki 

7:« 

IVI 

3.724 

2,arj 

l.^H4 

7»i,(;77 


12..V.HI 


IUi,674 


Children 


2«7 
17 

139 

6 

402 

91 

201 

ftSl 

)»43 

401 

837 

II 

17.077 


21,114 
3.640 


•) 


24,7M 


School 
and  Club 


10 

29 

»9 

88 

24 

13>) 

176 

44 

117 


Carnegie 
Branch 


^_ 


192 


849 
252 


1,101 


89 
125 
127 
1 
217 
122 
139 
719 
694 
351 
418 

asi 

7^9 


11,083 
1.752 


12.835 


Total 


1,445 
716 

i.oriB 

l,(f« 
90 
1.611 
1,033 
1,156 
5.224 
4.300 
2,821 
8,256 
4.205 
96.155 


124.185 
18.231 


142,3(» 


Per  Cent 


108 
UL5M 

(Ul 
089 
t).07 

0.93 
4.20 
3.47 
2.27 
2.63 
:i.38 
77.47 


1110. 


Xiinil).'!'  f)f  days  (.)p(.'n,  359. 
X.!inli"r  <d'  Sundays  open,  51. 
A\  <  ••:ii.'.'  <!:m!\-  i'^-iic  .'145. 
.\  -  .  !•;».'■■  -•  f'll.-ii-  «inily  i^suc.  ,'jy5. 

i.-—.--    !  i     '••    '1,  -.:i.    -lay.  :«so.  Saturday.  April  9.  1904. 
.-^:':.i  i     •    .       :■    -tt  vi  .     laN.  1  j»;.  S^^plt^mber  9.  1903. 
'  '  •■■-■     :   ■■      ■■      ■.  ■  ■  ■    i-h't  til.   IL'  tliT.  Mr.rch,  1904. 

■      i*    .  ■■    I!-;-!:    s>»;7.  St'i>tomber.  19o3. 
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APPENDIX  4r-LIST  OF  DONORS  AND  DONATIONS. 


Vols.     Nog. 

•  •   •  •  •  ■ 

24 
9 
1 

3 
12 


Ramp. 
1 


1 
1 


1 

4 


1 

3 

1 

>  « 

2 
'2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
5 
6 

>  • 

3 

1 


f> 


1 

16 


Donors. 
Aguillar  free  library,  new  York. 
American  Swedenborgian  ptg.  and  pub.  Society. 
Atwill  &  Hyatt,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Balch,  Thomas  Willing,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  libraries. 
Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  public  library. 
Buffalo  (N.  Y.)   public  library. 
Carnegie,  Andrew,  N.  Y.    Also  2  reproductions. 
Carnegie  free  library,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
Carnegie  free  library,  Braddock,  Pa. 
Carnegie  public  library,  Bradford,  Pa. 
Carnegie-Stout  public  library,  Dubuque,  la. 
Carnegie  library,  Nashville,  Tcnn. 
Carnegie  library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Canada — Department  of  Agriculture. 
Cary  library,  Lexington,  Mass. 
Cathedral  library  association.  Now  York. 
Chicago  (111.)  public  library. 
Chickering  &  Sons,  Boston,  Mass. 
Cleveland  (O.)   public  library. 
Council  Bluffs  (la.)  pulic  library. 
Daily  News,  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
Dally  Press,  St.  Joseph.  ^]o. 
Dayton  (O.)  public  library. 
Decatur  (111.)  public  lil)rary. 
Delavan  Uniwrsity.  (irrcncistN'.  I  ml. 
Detroit  (Mich.)   public  lil»rary. 
Drexel   Institute  library  schoul,   Philadelphia.   Pa. 
Duluth  (Minn.)  public  library. 
East  St.  Louis   (Ill.)i)iil»lic  library. 
Eliff.  J.  D..  St.  Joseph.  .Mo. 
Enoch  Pratt  free  lii>rary.  Hultiniore.  M»l. 
Erie  (Pa.)  publie  lii)niry. 
Evanston    (.111.)    pnhlic   lihrui-y. 
Farnswortli  <^:  Co.,  (Mnciiinnri,  O. 
Fassclt,  Charle-   \V..  St.  .J  )<rph.  Mo. 
Ferguson.  Kl-v.  (.'liarlr-.  St.  .I(>s-.'i'"i.  ^J"- 
Harper  &.  Hrotlicr.-.  N«  w   Vnrk. 
Haverliill   (.Mass.)   public   library. 
Hawaiian  Islands — (lovi-rnnK  nt  oi. 
Helena  (Mont.)  public  library. 
Hepburn.  Mrs.  A.  P..  New  York. 
Hchl,  Mrs.  G.  M..  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
IIiittig-Must^  Mfg.  Co.,  St.  ,los(^\^\\,  "N\o. 
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Vols. 


N08. 


3 


o 


15 


o 


I  ■• 


1 

5 


12 
1 


•   •   • 


Pamp.  Donors. 

Illinois  liistorical  society,  Springfield,  III. 

Indianapolis  (Ind.)  public  library. 

Iowa  library  commission,  DesMoines,  la. 

James.  Mrs.  W.-  K.,  St.  Josepti,  Mo. 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  Free  public  library. 

John  Crerar  library,  Chicago,  111. 

Joseph  Lo(fge  73,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  public  library. 

Kelaey  Nursery,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  7  trees. 

Kingsbury,  Mrs.  C.  P..  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Kohicr,  C. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

lA)mbard.  Louis. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  public  library. 

Lynn  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Maimonides  free  library.  New  York. 

McNeil.  W.  H..  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Marshall,  Elliot,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Mercantile  library  association,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Messenger,  The,   New  York. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  public  library. 

Missouri — Bureau  of  labor  statistics -and  inspection 

.h'fi;<ri-:()n  City.  Mo. 
Miss.Miri — Insuranco  department. 
Moiton.  Dr.  Diiiii'l.  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
M..--.   Mrs.  J.   H.,  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
Nn-!-.  li'ir\('y  (\,  St.  Joseph.  Mo. 
Naiioii-ii   H'liiK  of  St.  Josf/ph,  Mo. 
N.'lii'.iMi   .-..un.'l   money  league,  New  Y'ork. 
N'  !  :m   u  I    jiul'lii'   library  commission.   Lincoln.   Net 
N      i.i-;.;:    .mrMultural   experiment   station. 


20 

1 

1 
2 

1 

12 

1 

1 


I 
4 


.\.  ■  ■ 

\ .  •.  .• 

\-  V. 

N".  .'. 


1 1 


Mis    .0    ];..  vSt.  Joseph,  Mo,   I  picture. 

•  N.  I.I  piililic  library. 
Ii;r. -11   iCiiiiii.^  i)iil)lic  library. 
.■••\>y   i.'iriv.v  coinmission. 
!  '■■  •  ;-.;i-  i,  Ln  )  i.ul)!io  lihrary. 
•  .   I  Ma  -    I  I'  1  «    lilii-ary. 
\    I  :^    I  .\.  V  I   r^il''.e  lilirary. 
>"    -i.     :;.:■      i:>'a:\.  Albany,  N.  Y. 


<  uii.'iIm    i  N<  :.  r    ;in:.i;('    library, 
rani-'.oi.    i.\..i  1    ji'.^iiiic   ir.jrary. 
j''.ii':(|\-    ir.-ii'ij;..    l.)a!.\tis.    Mass. 
I*f niisl\  vaiiia  i-ri>o.i  ^-n(■;^•l>■. 
P''(:ria   (III.)   ]njl)lir  iil-iai.N. 
niiJIips,  n.  L.  Wasl.iiiLzi.)!:.  I>    ('. 
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Vols.     Nos.    Pamp.  Donors. 

1  Pr^tt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

4  Providence  (R.  I.)  public  library. 

4  Quincy  (III.)  free  public  library. 

1         St.  Joseph  high  school  class,  1903. 

...  15  St.  Louis,  (Mo.)  public  library. 

...  1  Salem  (Mass.)  public  library. 

12  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  public  library. 

1  . .  1  Santa  Fe  R.  R.,  passenger  department,  Chicago,  111. 

T  ...  ...  Saunders,  D.  F. 

1  ...  4  Scranton  (Pa.)  public  library. 

1  Sedalia  (Mo.)  public  library. 

...  1  Society  of  colonial  wars  of  Missouri. 

1  ...  2  Sons  of  Revolution,  Missouri  society. 

1  ...  1  Sons  of  Revolution,  St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  chapter. 

...  1  S3Tacuae   (N.  Y.)  public  library. 

...  1  Toronto  Canada  public  library. 

...  1  University  of  CJolorado. 

...  1  University  of  Kansas. 

0  60         ...  U.  S. — P.  D.  department,  maps  21. 
6  Univerr,ity  of  Missouri. 

1  ...         ...  Unknown. 

3  Vesey,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  St.  Jgseph,  Mo. 

13  Washington,  Booker  T. 

1  440         . . .  Weakley,  A.  B..  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

...  1  Weymouth   (Mass.)   public  library. 

1  ...  ...  Wlllman,  Jeremy,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

0  ...  ...  WiDson,  Jennie.  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

...  3  Wisconsin  free  library  commission. 

..."         1  Worcester   (Mass.)  free  library. 
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APPENDIX  5— PERIODICALS. 

American  electrician,  w. 
American  historical  review,  q. 
American  Journal  of  sociology,  m. 

■ 

American  monthly  review  of  reviews,  m. 

American  teacher,  m 

Annals  of  the  American  academy  of  social  and  political  science,  b- 

Architoctuml  record,  m. 

Arena,  m. 

Athenaeum  (L<ondon),  w. 

Atlantic  monthly,  m. 

IJlackwood's  magazine,  m. 

Bookman,  m. 

Bookseller,  m. 

Boston  Transcript,  W.  &  S. 

*  Cameron  (Mo.)  Sun,  w. 

('anadian  magazino,  m. 

CassitT's  magazine,  m. 

Catholic  world,  m. 

Century  magazine,  m. 

('hautiiuquau.  ni. 

Chamljors'  journal,  in. 
Charities,  w. 

Chicai^o  ])ankor,  w. 

Cliir-au'f)  I^co'.-.i  H«Ta!tl,  <!.  ^-  S. 

( 'lii('nt;()   rrihuih',  «!.  K-  S. 

r-iri.-f iaii  sciiMicc  jinirnal,  ir,. 

\  !•:•■  -I  iai,  .-('iciK.-c  sv'nf  iat-i,  w. 

(',.'i'''iii':<>!ary   I'.vi-w,   in. 

( 'n  -n-.o:'  .!it.-in    :ii. 

<  '-.m;!''.!-;.    l\i,     \].   A  iiiiTii-a,  111. 

«';  i'ir.  T.i 

I'm  !•<  !■♦.    i'l.  I  ;i'  -ir  •,    m. 

Diai.   ■•■  TM 

l-Jir>;<  I'.'  \> I]'..   III. 

I !  •■:rai.!<  •;:.•,   i-.  \  i,  ■.'  .  n.. 

Ij.-". 'M  ■  r.   •  -II'. 

!■'    ",'M-.-ri:"-:   MMivi-.ii:"-.  iii 

l*]:iL'. iii<,'   v'w  :'.    II'  v.  -,    A-. 

I'.trin  a  r, '■'   li'  >■-  !'■■  .  :ii. 

F-'i)'  1 1.  .J.]-}  !\   r   N  ;■  w  .  111. 

b'^tniini    (\ 

I*':". I  Ilk   Kr.-r"".-.  \v.  I  L,\-.  \v. 

"^ !'''•« '-;ni)   « ( '.il.  '   i;';iil<  .  \v 

Harpi  r\<  ]ia  ^aar.   iii. 

Harjx  r'.-  iimntliiy,  m. 

]Iari)i^r's   \v«'Okly,  w. 

Ilnrvnvd  m'adiiatt's'  maj;<A/AAa\  i\\. 
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[erald  of  the  golden  age,  m. 

fome  and  school  Journal,  m. 

lustrated  London  News,  w. 

1  dependent,  w. 

Iff ust rial  world  and  mining  record,  w. 

iland  printer,  m. 

itemational  quarterly,  q. 

ilernational  studio,  m. 

ewish  review,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  w. 

ournal  of  education,  w. 

ournal  of  osteopathy,  m. 

abor,  St.  Louis,  w. 

adies'  review,  w. 

•amp,  m. 

.ibrary  journal,  m. 

life,  w. 

lippincott's  magazine,  m. 

littell's  living  age,  m. 

little  chronicle,  w. 

IcClure's  magazine,  m. 

IcMillan's  magazine,  m. 

lagazine  of  art,  m. 

ledical  fortnightly,  m. 

ledical  herald,  m. 

lissionary  review  of  the  world,  m. 

lodem  farmer  and  busy  bee,  m. 

lodern  miller,  St.  Louis,  w. 

lusical  courier,  w. 

lation,  w. 

lew  England  historical  and  genealogical  regi.st<^r,  ni. 

Jew  York  Tribune,  d  &  S. 

lineteenth  Century,  m. 

lorth  American  review,  m. 

)fficial  Journal  brotherhood  of  painters,  «lecorators  and  paper  hangers 

of  America,  w. 
)fflcial  Gazette  of  the  United  States  patent  ollice.  w. 
)uting.  m. 
)utlook,  w. 
)ut  west,  m. 
)verland,  m. 

*ark  review,  park  collogo  qiiartirly,  i^irkvUli-,  m. 
Political  science  quarterly,  q. 
Popular  science  monthly,  m. 
*ublic  library  monthly,  ni. 
tiblishor's  circular  (London),  w. 
ubllc  opinion,  w. 
u Wisher's  weekly,  w. 
uarterly  Journal  of  oconomica,  q. 


I 
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Quarterly  bibliography  of  book  reviewed,  q. 

Records  at  the  past,  m. 

Rsviie  (ies  dii  Dion.lea,  s-m. 
•St.  Andre wg'  cross,  m. 
*St.  Joseph  OaiGtte.  d  A  S 
'St  Joseph  News  and  Press,  d. 
•St.  Joseph  Post,  w. 
*3t.  Joaeph  Union,  w. 

St.  Loals  glDt>eKlemocrat,  d.  &  9. 

St.  Ix»ul8  repubiic,  a,  fi  S. 

St.  Nicholae.  m. 
•Saturday  lance,  w. 

School  Journal,  w. 

School  review,  m. 

Srlenliflc  American,  w. 

Sdontlflr  American  aupplement.  w. 

Sclenttflr^  Amerlean  building  monUil.v.  tu. 

acrllmer'3  magazine,  m. 
"Sound  currency,  ni.  , 

•St.oclt  yards  dally  Journal,  d. 


ITniverslty  of  MtRBourl  studies,  (j. 
•Western  dry  goods,  w. 
•WostAni  fiull-grower,  in. 

Western  review,  m 

William  and   Mary  college  quarterly. 
•World's  fair  bulletin,  m. 

World's  work,  m. 

Youth's  c3tQ-/api'>n,  m, 
•Gift, 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTKE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen:  Changes  in  the  library  staff  during  the  year  were  as  fol- 
lows: Miss  Minnie  Peterman  and  Miss  Maggie  Elam  resigned,  both  to  bo 
married,  the  vacancies  thus  created  being  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Tillie  lx>hr-and  Miss  Jessie  Gibson  from  the  substitute  list.  Miss 
Jennie  Willson  and  Miss  Gertrude  Braaelton  wore  appointed  suljslilutes. 
the  former  afterwards  being  added  to  thp  regular  force,  the  latter  resigning. 
Miss  Bessie  McCoy  and  Miss  Ethel  Fife  are  the  present  substitutes,  bf-ing 
appointed  after  competitive  examination. 

Owing  to  the  unexpectedly  small  use  of  tlip  library  duiing  Sunday 
mornings  and  evenings,  as  shown  by  statistics  submitted  by  the  Librarian, 
the  experiment  of  the  past  year  of  keeping   the  library  cpen  during  these 
hours  has  been  ordered  discontinued  from  this  date.     The  issuing  (»f  books 
on  Sunday  afternoons  fiom  l:no  to  n:J?0  will  be  continued. 

Respectfully  subniitterl. 

C.  P.  CARGILL. 
J  AS.   H.  McCOHI). 
JOHN     MTCifEL. 
May  1.  1904.  Administration  Conunitte.'. 

LIBRAIIY   COMMITTKI^:. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fieo  Public  Library.  St.  Jr)se|)h.  Mm.: 

Gentlemen:  An  inventory  of  tin-  library,  jn.st  (  oniplito.-l.  ^-.liows  tliat  i! 
contains  28.tU9  volumes,  a  gain  lor  th*-  \<'ar  of  L'.r.iK.  All  pur.'hasi  s  wm' 
made  with  the  approval  of  this  coinniittiM.'.  Willi  tin-  in<i«'a^c  in  linnis 
occasioned  by  the  largor  as^ess^ni'Vit.  iho  utovvM.  m'  il'c  library  i<  ir.'»rr 
nearly  approaching  the  neetl.s  ot  Um  coiniiinnity.  'I'li.-  (-(.mii  ;:  \«ar  will 
doubtless  witness  the  largest  increase  in  iIm-  m.iii!)  :■  i-i  viiiiims  .Kl.icii  \<* 
the  library  in  the  same  length  (;f  linn'  in  iis  lii-ii-rv.  .i.-.  a  ..••■' ai..r  p-  r 
rentage  of  its  funds  will  be  expenrb-d  in  ilir  bun',.  i;»[i.irini<iii 

The  report  of  the  librarian  sIujws  m   sifa.iy    iiirn;!.-      ;;i    .::.ra'-.\    'i-)  . 
much  to  the  gratification  of  all  int-ri  .<»•.!. 

The  condition  of  the  books  an''  oin-.-  ;'!m;i  I'-y  <  ['  ■>..>■  ■;'..,i;>   .    n-" 
ues  good,  the  large  use  they  an.  mii.-    -i   ■:  i  »  i-h  .■  t-i!  ■  :■  =•:'     c-i.. -i,i.  v., 

tion. 

RpspeotriiUy  -uliiiKft-  •!. 

i:    ]v    wiirii:. 

.i\.\.l':s    11.    .\l(''('l:l'. 
.1     \V    AT  WILL. 

IJIir;ii*y    Ciiii'iUit  I.-- 

May  1,  3904. 


•   _ 
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■-$■ 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Ikiard  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library.  St.  Joseph,  Ma:       ^ 

Gcntlonien:     In  compliance  with  the  by-laws  this  committee 
that  it  haH  examined  the  statement  submitted  by  the  Treasuper  and: 
that  it  shows,  correctly,  the  tiuanclal  transactions  of  the  Board  of  DlreB^ 
ors.    The  report  checks  with  that  of  the  city  auditor  and  Librarian. 

As  a  result  of  a  still  further  increase  in  the  assessed  Taluation  of  ctt^ 
property  the  liljrary  will  receive  for  the  ensuing  year  a  total  of  $13,200,1^ 
wliich  $10,700  will  bo  for  th?  main  library  and  |2,500  for  the  Camegl^ 
branch,  an  increas**  of  $1,200  for  thp  main  library. 

Kesiiectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES    A.     PFEIFFER. 

C.  P.  CARGILL, 

JOHN  MICHEL. 

Finance  Committee. 

April  :jn.   I'.iOl. 

iUMI/OlNCJS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

'\\\  tlic  I^nard  ni  l)in\"ii»rs  ot  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.: 


« ;    I.:"-  :•!<  :i        'Iv;'   :  -ii.nr'-.s  nt"  Tin'  library  which  came  under  the 
::.i''       .-.     :.'•';    ;.      "    '"i     «•  .iiiPniT.  o  wcrr  as  follows: 

Main  Camegl  - 

library.  Brandu 

'  I     •                                  '   •        $17S.OO  $480.( 

«..;.•               •                               C92.22  152.1 

41.»  ^ 

I                                                 498.80  81.^ 


■  I 


I      11' 


•]■     !'  nnl  ut   I)irect^)rs  thi.s  committee  !• 
:'..:■:  '--i'tiids  Irioking  to  the  end  of  tort" 

...!r\   :,,i' |.i»^.'r.  ilip  iin)un(ls  Hurrounding  Ctffl^ 
'..i     i-i'ii-'"i       ii'--   '  -.•!,    M   M)"  •^flm]lrrn  part  of  the  city,  and  to    ^ 

;■:'■'..  ■.'<.!•.!.''-  \s.tiiM  n^qnire  a  larger  expeofi"   . 

(Ill-    Ml   ■-:■.!  •    1,.;   :     .:.:■(!.■  i-i-  iii:':.-    .!« .'ins  a<lvisabk'  to  use,  eapW"    ■ 
\\\\\\  w  .1' !i  I '■■•  ;  ■■•I    i.i.ii;-.  I.-  • !  "   (- >!)iii:iinity  thought  to  be  served  m 

<■•  'I;  ■■ ..  |i   Ti   •  i 

\''r>    ::■,:■■ 

!:i.!Jf.T       MAHSHAIJ.. 
DAXIKL   MORTON, 
«'L\V  ('.  M.ACDONALD, 

liuil.lin;:.-:  an. I  rinninds  Committee. 
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OF  THE 

FREE  PUBUC  LIBRARY 
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CITY  OP  ST.  JOSEPH,  HO., 
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FREE 


THE  NEW  YORKI 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


AST'  rf.  ifNOX  AND 
TILDtN   r^-  'NATIONS, 

ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


OFFICERS. 

President J.  W.  Atwill 

Vice-President H.   K.   White 

Secretary-Treasurer Chas.    A.    Pfeiffer 

Assistant  Secretary Piird  B.  Wright 

DIRECTORS. 


Term  expiring  1905 
H.  K.  White. 
Charles  A.  Pfeiffer, 
James  H.  McCord, 


Term  expiring  1906 
John  Michel, 
J.  W.  AtwiU, 
Dr.  Daniel  Morton, 


Term  expiring  1907 
Charles  P.  Cargill, 
W.  E.  Warrick, 
Rev.  Henry  Bullard. 


COMMITTEES. 

Library — White,   McCord.   Atwill. 

Administration — Cargill.  Michel,  McCord. 

Buildings  and  Grounds — Morton,   Warrick,   Bullard. 
Finance — Pfeiffer.   Cargill,    Michel. 

By-Laws — White.   Morton,   Warrick. 

Art — McCord,    Bullard.    Morton. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 


Librarian — Purd   B.    Wright. 

Assistant  Librarian — Lvilu  C.  Senter. 

Assistants — Annie  M.  Perry,  reference;  Eudora  Martin,  Lillian  C.  Kerr. 

cataloging;  Bessie  McCoy,  children's  room;  Jessie  M.  Gibson.  Jennie 

Wilson,    desk  ;    Ethel     Fife,    Annie     Knight,     substitutes  ;    Milton 

Meyer,   Joseph    Mann,   messengers. 
Carnegie  Branch — Lulu  C.  vSenter,  Librarian  in  Charge;  Frank  Weary. 

assistant. 
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PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  TRAHSMITTIN  G  REPORTS. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Cotincil: 

Gentlemen:  In  forwarding  for  your  consideration  the  reports  of  the 
arioiis  committees  and  officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1905,  I  earnestly  ask  careful 
eading. 

The  work  of  the  library  is  gradually  extending  along  desirable  lines, 
.nd  the  year  covered  by  these  reports  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in 
,11   departments. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  concern  to  all  connected  with  the  library  that 
he  application  of  the  Board  for  an  increase  in  funds  for  library  maintenance 
ould  not  be  granted  by  yovir  honorable  body.  Last  year  a  ten  per  cent 
ncrease  in  library  allowance  was  provided.  The  reports  herewith  show 
his  was  followed  by  an  increase  of  25  per  cent  in  the  number  of  volimies 
ssued  for  home  use,  and  a  much  larger  gain  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  its 
•ther  departments.  Of  necessity  this  caused  a  larger  expenditure  in  main- 
aining  the  physical  condition  of  books,  bindery  expense  being  one-third 
irger  than  the  year  before.  The  library  force  was  taxed  to  the  limit  in 
aring  for  the  increased  demand,  and  if  this  growth  in  use  continues  through 
he  coming  year,  provision  will  have  to  be  made,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
littee  in  charge,  for  additional  assistance.  This  will  be  at  the  expense 
f   library  growth. 

The  offer  of  Mr.  Huston  Wyeth  to  deposit  in  the  library  his  curio  col- 
?ction,  which  he  has  for  years  been  engaged  in  gathering,  could  not  be  ac- 
epted,  solely  on  account  of  lack  of  money  to  procure  the  cases  necessary 
D  comply  with  the  conditions  of  loan,  reasonable  as  they  were.  The  mem- 
ers  of  this  Board,  being  unwilling  to  assume  the  entire  responsibility 
f  saying  the  offer  must  be  declined,  forwarded  to  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Wyeth's 
?tter,  and  asked  thorough  consideration  of  the  matter.  Your  apportion- 
lent,  just  completed,  does  not  carr}'  the  amount  required,  and  it  will  thus  be 
ecessary  to  notify  Mr.  Wyeth  that  the  Library  Board  is  powerless  to 
omply  with  his  conditions  and  to  accept  and  care  for  the  exhibit  this  year. 

Without  attempting  to  summarize  the  statistics  of  these  reports,  some 
sw  points  will  be  presented.  Home  use  of  books  totaled  149,210  volumes, 
n  increase  of  25  per  cent;  net  increase  in  number  of  volumes  in  the  library, 
,151,  or  but  11.2  per  cent.  If  a  library  at  all  approaching  the  needs  of 
he  community  is  ever  to  be  had,  proportion  of  growth  to  use  must  be  more 
early  equalized. 

The  library  is  daily  becoming  more  and  more  a  factor  in  the  social  life 
f  the  city:  as  an  educational  feature  it  surely  ranks  with  the  schools,  and 
s  a  moral  'niiuence  it  occupies  a  nrominont  place.  The  members  of  the 
ioard,  rf-alizin^  these  things,  feel  that  they  are  not  performing  their  duties 
LS  they  should  be  performed  without  callino^  your  earnest  attention  to  the 
leeds  of  the  library,  as  they  are  daily  forced  upon  them. 

The  librar\'  force  is  to  be  commended  for  services  under  trying  condi- 
ions.     The  work  accomplished  speaks  for  itself. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  11,  1905.  J.  W.  AT^'ll^L,  Vi^^\eL^Tv\.. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen :  The  statement  herewith  shows  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  library  in  detail  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1905. 

The  library  apportionment  for  the  year  was  $13,200,  $10,700  being  for 
the  main  library  and  $2,500  for  the  Carnegie  branch.  Actual  credits  to 
the  main  library  account  were  somewhat  less,  as  is  explained  fully  in  the 
report  of  the  finance  committee. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  this  report  covers  the  entire  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  library,  including  the  petty  or  "special"  library  account. 
This  special  fund  includes  the  collections  at  the  library  from  the  duplicate 
collection,  penalties  collected  from  over-due  books,  books  lost  and  paid  for, 
catalogs  and  supplements  sold,  and  any  miscellaneous  receipts. 

As  heretofore,  expenditures  through  the  city  departments,  auditor 
and  comptroller,  are  all  accounted  for  in  detail,  on  duplicate  vouchers, 
approved  by  at  least  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  certified 
by  the  Presdient  after  being  allowed  by  the  Board,  the  originals  of  which 
are  on  file  with  the  city  auditor.  The  duplicate  vouchers  are  retained 
at  the  library  in  the  hands  of  the  librarian.  Expenditures  by  the  librarian 
from  the  special  account  are  reported  monthly,  itemized,  to  the  Library 
Board    and    approved. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 

Treasurer 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1905. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 
County  of  Buchanan 


}' 


Before  me,  J.  C.  Hedenberg,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  PfeiflFer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  and  made 
oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  contained  in  his  report  are  true  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  26th  day  of  May,  1905. 

(Seal)  J.  C.  HEDENBERG, 

My  commission  expires  Nov.  11,  1905.  Notary  Public 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT.  5 

MAIN  LIBRARY. 
GENERAL  ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS. 

om  city  apportionment $10,350.50 

*posil  by  Board  Treasurer  from  special  fund  .  .    .  650 .00      $11 ,000 .  50 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Bv  jxencral  warrants  on  Citv  Trensurf^r: 
■^'^k  nc'-r^unf— - 

Books $  2.207.75 

Periodicals 573 .  18 

Binding: 1.253.77      $4,034.70 

ilaries.  librarian  and  assistants 5,144.40 

eating,  fuel  and  engineer 696.92 

rinting  and  stationery 254 .  80 

mitor  service 450.00 

lectric  light 7.88 

amiture 46.20 

Dstage 27 .  00 

iscellaneous : 

Telephone 32 .  25 

Catalog  cards :  L  of  C,  Pittsburg 

and  A.  L.  A 125.00 

Expense,  A.  L.  A 70.00 

Supplies:   Ice,  etc 102  65  329.90 

epairs 8.70      $11,000.50 


SPECIAL  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
RECEIPTS. 

rought  forward  in  hands  Board  Treasurer $  135.48 

rought  for^vard  in  hands  Librarian 13  99 

eceived  from  Duplicate  collection 218  90 

Penalties  on  overdue  books 566  04 

Catalogs     7.90 

Supplements     ... 7.10 

Miscellaneous  sources 67. 14      $   1,016.55 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

uposit  in  general  fund  by  Board  Treasurer     .    .    .    .$       650.00 
isburscments  by  liVjrarian; 

Freight  and  express $ 

Postage 

Stationery 

Delivery  stations 

Periodicals 

iscellaneous 47. 12     $       271 .64 

alances :   In  hands  Board  Treasurer  . 

In  hands  Librarian 14.43     $         94 ^\      ^  X.^X^.^'b 


77.72 

27 .  35 

26.10 

91.50 

1.85 

47.12 

$ 

80.48 

14.43 

$ 
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RECAPITULATION 
TOTAL    RECEIPTS    AND    EXPENDITURES— MAIN    LIBRARY 

RECEIPTS. 

From  city  apportionment $10,350.50 

Specialfund 1,016.55      $11  367  05 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  vouchers  on  City  Treasurer,  general  fund $1 1,000 .  50 

By  librarian 271 .64 

Balances: 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer  . 80 .  48 

In  hands  Librarian 14.43      $11.367  05 


CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 

RECEIPTS. 
From  city  apportionment ....  $  2.500.00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

^ 

By  general  fund  warrants  on  City  Treasurer: 
Book  account: 

Books    $  467.61 

Periodicals 100.63 

Rindin.JT 84.10     $       652.40 

Sakirii's,  lil)rary  assistants l.()2r».00 

Coal 172.23 

Ek-ctric  light .'iS..')') 

Biuklin.c:  improvements 4S  .  .S2 

Repairs .']   oo 

Janitor 480  00 

Miscellaneous 78.07      $2.500  00 

GEXERAL  RECAPITULATION. 
RECEIPTS. 

Main  library,  general  fund S  10.350.50 

Special  fimd' 1 ,010.  55 

Carnegie  branch,  general  fund 2.500.00      $13,867.05 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Main  library,  general  fund $11 .()()().  50 

Special  fund 271  .0  1 

Carnegi- branch,  general  fund    2.500  00      $13,772  H 

Balances  forward: 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 80.  48 

In  hands  Librarian 14.43  94.91 

S13.867.05 
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CARNEGIE  BRANCH  BUILDING  FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

jceived  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie $25,000.00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

>r  building,  furniture,  library  equipment $24,806 .  74 

ilance  on  hand,  reserved  for  completing  walk  (not 

built  on  account  of  filled  ground)   193  26      $25,000.00 
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LIBRARIAITS  REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  Librarian, 
covering  the  fifteenth  year,  May  1,  1904,  to  April  30,  1905. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  31,200:  increase  for  year,  3,151 ;  in  school 
supplementary  reading  collection,  3,027,  placed  in  library  by  school  district 
of  St.  Joseph,  October,  1904. 

Ntunber  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use,  149,210;  increase,  25,075,  of 
which  12,070  were  from  school  collection.     Average  daily  issue,  416. 

Percentage  fiction  circulated  (including  children's  stories),  69.218. 
Decrease,  8.252  per  cent. 

Financial:  Total  receipts,  $13,867.05;  expenditures,  $13,772.14; 
balances,  $94.91. 

Ntimber  card  holders,  6,708 ;  increase,  483 ;  ntimber  of  teacher's  cards, 
246;  increase,  140. 

GROWTH  AND  CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY. 

Additions  for  the  fiscal  year  numbered  ♦3,806;  withdrawals,  655;  net 
increase,  3,151.  Of  the  55  volumes  reported  missing  last  year,  11  were 
fotuid,  leaving  44  unaccotmted  for,  which  are  included  in  books  withdrawn. 
This  year  the  inventory  discloses  55  volumes  missing.  For  an  open-shelf 
library,  this  percentage  of  loss  is  regarded  as  small. 

By  taking  advantage  of  the  many  opportunities  to  purchase  books  at 
clearance  sales,  through  cut  price  dealers,  second-hand  and  foreign  dealers, 
and  including  large  numbers  of  books  published  longer  than  one  year — evad- 
ing the  limited  discount  books  to  as  great  extent  as  possible — the  average 
cost  per  volume  of  books  added  is  somewhat  less  than  for  several  years. 

CIRCULATION  AND  LIBRARY  USE. 

The  issue  of  books  for  home  use  was  1 149,2 10  volumes,  an  increase 
of  25,075.  The  use  of  fiction  was  69.218  per  cent  of  the  total,  as  against 
77.47  last  year,  a  decrease  of  8.252  per  cent.  While  an  increase  is  noteii 
in  the  use  of  the  adult  department  of  the  main  library  of  over  1500  volumes, 
fiction  shows  a  decrease  of  2012  volumes. 

No  attempt  is  made  to  include  in  the  statistics  a  statement  as  to  Ubrary 
or  reference  use.  An  account  is  kept  of  books  used  in  the  library  and  left 
upon  the  tables,  but  this  comprises  such  a  small  proportion  of  the  actual 
use  that  it  is  regarded  as  worthless  as  statistics.  Volumes  left  upon  the 
tables,  21,617.  As  all  club  and  school  reference  books  are  placed  on  speci- 
fied shelves,  used  by  persons  interested  and  replaced,  no  one  can  know  the 
number  of  times  they  are  consulted.  Possibly  a  fair  estimate  of  librar)' 
use  w'ould  be  two  and  one-half  times  the  number  left  upon  the  tables, 
or  approximately  50,000  volumes.  No  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  li- 
brary use  in  any  of  the  tables  or  percentages  used  in  this  report. 

♦Library  Statistics,  book  accoutit.  •\Sa.TCie,  c\Tcvdation. 
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CARD  HOLDERS. 

Nxunber  of  card  holders,  6,708;  increase  483.  Total  cards  outstanding, 
),456.  These  figures  include  246  teachers*  cards,  1  deposit  card,  2  cards 
or  the  blind,  19  "life-membership*'  cards,  and  2,748  non-fiction  cards. 
Registration  is  required  every  two  years,  and  from  this  registration  all  cards 
:ancelled,  for  any  reason,  are  deducted.  Cards  reported,  therefore,  may 
>e  regarded  as  active. 

BRANCH  AND  STATIONS. 

Continued  good  work  is  reported  from  Carnegie  Branch.  An  increase 
in  circulation  of  ♦639,  was  noted,  with  a  still  further  reduction  in  the  use  of 
fiction.  Additions  numbered  666  voltunes,  169  being  for  the  reference 
department.  The  branch  now  contains  4,230  voltunes.  It  participated  in  the 
school  supplementary  reading  work  to  the  extent  of  being  the  depository 
for  all  schools  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city.  The  circulation  of  these 
tKDoks,  however,  is  not  included  in  the  branch  report,  being  reported  with 
the  collection. 

The  work  of  Miss  Senter  has  continued  along  lines  heretofore  reported. 
Personal  work  with  the  clubs  and  visits  to  the  schools  tributary  to  the 
library  keep  it  before  the  people.  Two  children's  clubs  were  formed  during 
the  year  which  meet  in  the  library  building. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Miss  Senter  was  compelled  to  ask  for  sick 
leave  for  two  months  from  April  15,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that  she 
will  return  fvdly  recovered.  In  the  meantime  her  work  is  carried  on  by 
Miss  Fife  from  the  main  library. 

But  4,833  volumes  were  circulated  through  the  delivery  stations, 
a  falling  off  of  719  for  the  year.  Number  of  stations  continue  as  last  year, 
and  service  as  for  several  years.  People  prefer  to  come  to  the  library  for 
books  in  the  absence  of  daily  deliveries,  which  continue  to  be  asked  for. 

CHILDREN'S  LIBRARY. 

The  feature  of  the  library  work  for  the  year  was  that  with  children. 
Miss  McCoy,  in  charge  of  the  room  at  the  main  library,  reports  a  circulation 
of  *32,815,  a  gain  of  11,701,  or  55.41  per  cent.  Of  the  total  circulation, 
71.35  per  cent  was  children's  stories.  The  classification  in  this  depart- 
ment is  not  close,  many  books  being  placed  in  stories  which,  under  A.  L.  A. 
rules,  would  be  classed  as  animal  books,  folk  stories,  legends,  etc.  All 
fairy  tales  are  placed  in  the  story  collection  rather  than  in  the  300  class. 
With  the  exception  of  June,  when  a  decrease  of  335  was  noted,  each  month 
witnessed  an  increased  use  as  compared  with  the  same  month  of  the  year 
before.  These  increases  were  as  follows:  May,  221;  July,  541;  Aug.,  791; 
Sept.,  686;  Oct.,  708;  Nov.,  1,032;  Dec.  1.118;  Jan.,  1,418;  Feb.,  1,390; 
March,  2,068;  April,  2,063,  or,  from  16.4  per  cent  in  May,  1904,  to  105  per 
cent,  by  steady  progress,  in  April,   1905. 

The  children's  room  has  been  made  as  attractive  as  possible.     In  two 
years  1,500  volumes  have  been  added.     An  attempt  has  been  made  to  pro- 

♦Library  statistics.     Circulation. 
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vide  books  covering  a  wider  field,  lowering  the  age  limit  as  well  as  raising, 
and  results  were  gratifying.  A  feature  of  the  work  with  children  in  this  room 
was  substituting  for  lists  of  books  a  display  of  the  books  themselves,  on 
special  shelves,  attention  being  called  to  them  by  pictures  instead  of  signs. 
These  included  bird  books,  animal  books,  games,  colored  pictures  being 
used  when  possible.  This  for  the  vacation  period.  During  the  school 
term,  birthdays  were  recognized  in  the  same  way.  Lessons  were  specialized 
similarly.  Maps  of  the  different  countries  studied,  headed  lists  of  books 
on  those  countries,  covering  stories,  travel,  history,  etc.  Titles  in  many 
instances  do  not  mean  anything  to  the  little  ones;  books  themselves  often 
mean  everything. 

The  card  catalog  in  this  department  will  be  completed  the  coming  year, 
supplementing  the  printed  cards  of  the  Cleveland- Pittsburg  libraries  list 

The  room  has  grown  so  popular  that  children  are  loth  to  leave  it  for 
the  main  library,  as  formerly;  indeed,  many  have  returned  to  it  after  using 
the  adult  department.  This  was  especially  noticeable  in  the  summer 
months.  The  introduction  of  supplementary  reading  in  the  schools  has 
had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  use  of  this  department. 

In  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  children's  room,  acknowledgement 
is  made  of  the  great  helpfulness  of  leading  library  lists,  the  A.  L.  A.  catalog. 
Miss  Hewins'  list  of  books  for  children,  and  suggestions  by  local  teachers. 

Personal  work  with  the  children — cheerful,  intelligent  assistance  in 
the  selection  of  books  and  the  consideration  of  individual  wants  and  needs- 
has  had  no  small  share  in  adding  to   the  popularity   and  usefulness  of  the 

room. 

Lack  of  book.s  and  crowded  rooms  are  tlie  serious  handica^^s  at  preser.;. 
Efforts  are  bein^  made  to  overcome  the  former,  and  it  is  lioj>ed  that  through 
co-operation  with  the  school  district,  owner  of  the  biiihiin^?,  an  arrange- 
ment may  be  made  wliich  will  secure  larger  quarters. 

So  far  as  means  yiermitted.  work  with  children  has  been  duplicated 
at  Carnegie  branch,   with  results  nearly  as  gratifying. 

LIBRARY  AND  SCHOOL. 

With  the  approval  of  the  library  committee,  a  proposition  was  made- 
last  summer  to  the  School  District  of  St.  Joseph,  through  Mr.  J.  A.  White- 
ford,  superintendent,  to  assume  the  work  of  preparation  and  circulation  of 
any  books  purchased  by  the  district  and  placed  in  a  supplementary  reading 
collection  in  the  library.  With  the  approval  of  the  plan,  heartily  endorsed 
by  Mr.  Whiteford,  he  was  authorized  to  expend  $1,000  in  the  purchase  of 
books.  Of  volumes  purchased.  3.027  volumes  were  turned  over  to  the  li- 
brary in  August,  and  they  were  accessioned,  classitied  and  fully  prepared 
for  circulation  on  the  opening  of  the  school.  Oct.  12,  2,825  volumes  were 
issued,  the  first  selection  being  made  by  Mr.  Whiteford  and  sent  to  the  various 
buildings  by  wagon.  Since  that  time  the  books  have  been  returned  by 
the  teachers,  who  select  and  usually  take  away  with  them  readers  wanted 


u 
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ic  time  limit  on  volumes  in  this  collection  is  two  months.  Teachers  in 
ides  one  and  two  are  permitted  to  take  a  volume  for  each  pupil  in  the 
•gest  class;  grades  three-six,  but  one-half  as  many  volumes  as  there  are 
pils.  Grades  7-8  have  two  copies  only  of  four  different  titles,  w^hich  are 
:aincd  through  the  school  term.  With  approximately  7,000  pupils 
tending  the  first  six  grades,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  large  number  of  pupils 
e  without  supplementary^  reading  some  of  the  time.  No  higher  com- 
imcnt  can  be  paid  the  teacher  than  the  simple  statement  of  the  earnest 
ly  they  repeatedly  visit  the  library  in  search  of  supplementary  reading 
oks  for  their  pupils,  and  their  keen  regret  when  their  efforts  fail,  as  they 
often  do. 

Through  the  labels  on  the  books,  the  aid  of  the  school  teachers  in  dis- 
buting  application  blanks  and  instructing  the  applicants  how  to  fill  them, 
e  library  has  reached  every  child  in  the  public  schools  in  a  more  direct 
d  convincing  way  than  has  heretofore  been  possible.  It  is  estimated 
at  70  per  cent  of  the  new  cards  issued  during  the  year,  and  60  per  cent  of 
e  increase  in  the  use  of  the  children's  rooms,  may  be  attributed  to  this 
Lirce. 

A  little  pamphlet,  containing  an  author-list,  by  grades,  of  titles  in  the 
pplemcntary  collection,  with  regulations  for  their  use;  also  "Partial  list 
books  in  the  library  of  interest  to  teachers :  On  education ;  Teaching — 
c'ory-  and  practice;  Methods — special  aids  to  teachers,"  was  printed  and 
ch  teacher  provided  with  a  copy.  It  has  been  of  much  value.  One 
mdred  copies  of  the  A.  L.  A.  list  of  books  for  boys  and  girls  (Miss  Hewins), 
ve  been  placed  in  the  different  school  buildings  as  an  aid  to  the  teachers, 
lis  assistance  is  appreciated  by  the  teachers,  and  is  of  importance  to  the 
ildren.     It  is  also  an  aid  to  the  library. 

CATALOGING. 

In  addition  to  cataloging  the  new  accessions,  the  work  of  revising 
e  card  catalog  progresses  favorably.  Use  is  made  of  all  printed  cards 
tainable.  From  the  library  of  Congress,  10,590  cards  were  received  at 
:ost  of  $100.64.  The  L.  of  C.  traveling  card  catalogs  have  been  used  and 
Lind  of  much  assistance.  At  this  writing  the  traveling  card  catalog  of 
iglish  history  titles  is  in  this  library.  Agricultural  department  cards 
Lve  also  been  received  and  filed.  From  the  A.  L.  A.  publishing  section 
3re  secured  cards  for  the  Old  South  leaflets,  6v,  and  Chicago  University 
-centennial  publications,  lOv.  The  library  is  also  a  subscriber  for  cards 
published  for  important  annuals  and  goverment  publications.  Misses 
artin  and  Kerr,  of  this  department,  have  accomplished  a  great  deal  of 
Drk  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

DUPLICATE  COLLECTION. 

Volimies  in   the  duplicate   (pay)   collection  were   issued   4,378  times; 
ceipts,    $218.90.     Expended    for    174    volumes.    $161.00.     Ta 
»  main  collection,  123  volumes. 
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LIBRARY  IN  GENERAL. 


Rbpbrbncb — An  increasing  use  is  reported  from  the  reference  depart- 
ment. In  recognition  of  this,  greater  expenditures  than  usual  have  been 
made.  A  number  of  periodical  sets  have  been  completed,  and  others  added. 
The  library  is  not  strong  in  bound  periodicals,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  ac- 
companying this  report.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  fill  many  of  the  gaps  and 
to  add  important  sets.  Miss  Perry,  reference  librarian,  reports  a  steady 
increase  in  the  demands  upon  her  services  by  clubs,  high  school  pupils,  and 
the  public  in  general.  The  recognition  of  the  library  by  business  men,  as 
furnishing  much  desired  information,  is  of  rapid  growth. 

Library  Publications. — Publication  of  the  Library  Bulletin  bi-monthly 
for  free  circulation,  begtm  with  the  fiscal  year,  has  proven  most  helpful.  Its 
circtdation  has  not  been  confined  to  library  patrons,  being  mailed  regulariy 
to  various  societies,  clubs,  lodges,  reading  rooms  and  educational  institutions. 
At  a  small  additional  expense,  annotations  cotild  be  provided.  This  would 
greatly  enhance  its  value  to  the  reading  public.  Titles  are  often  misleading, 
if  not  meaningless. 

The  yearly  finding  list,  a  consolidation  of  the  quarterly  bulletin,  was  pub- 
lished as  usual. 

The  newspapers  have  published  library  news  as  tisual,  including  lists  of 
important  new  titles,  popular  books,  Hsts,  etc. 

Reading  lists  on  various  subjects  have  been  compiled  and  printed  and 
foiuid  helpful  to  many  people.  Possibly  the  best  results  were  obtained  from 
the  list  for  the  civic  Improvement  Leag^ue,  "The  Flower  Garden,"  cinnilated 
by  the  League  in  its  attempts  to  aid  in  beautifying  the  city;  "Business  Books," 
reading  list  for  students  of  the  commercial  colleges ;  and  "Aids  for  the  Stmday 
School  Teacher — Books  in  the  Library." 

PUBLIC  Documents. — United  States  public  documents  are  gradually 
being  brought  into  accessibility  through  cataloging.  In  the  completion  of 
the  more  important  sets  valuable  aid  has  been  rendered  through  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  Agricultural 
Department. 

Donations. — With  the  exception  of  last  year,  when  the  Neely  col- 
lection was  given  the  library,  donations  are  the  largest  in  number  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  library.  The  list  contains  more  names  than  usual,  an  indication 
of  a  more  widespread  interest  in  the  work  of  this  institution. 

It  is  a  source  of  keen  regret  that  the  offer  of  Mr.  Huston  Wyeth  to  place 
in  the  library  his  magnificent  collection  of  curios  could  not  be  accepted.  The 
conditions  precedent  to  the  acceptance  of  the  loan,  that  the  library  provide 
regular  museum  cases,  catalogue  the  collection,  and  provide  an  attendant 
for  specified  hours,  were  regarded  as  just  and  fair.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that 
the  city  was  not  in  financial  condition  to  provide  the  amount  ref]uired 
by  the  library  board  to  permit  it  to  accept  the  trust. 

Binding  Expense. — Binding  expense,  $1,253.77,  is  approaching  a  point 
where  it  will  prove  profitable  to  operate  a  library  bindery. 

Chjustm.\s  Exhibit. — The  usual  exhibit  of  books  suitable  for  Christmas 
presents  was  made  at  the  Vibrary ,  atvd  v;as  \^Y?A\.ee^  Vvn  tcv^t^s  ^eo^le.     As  here- 
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tofore,  Mr.  W.  Schroeder  permitted  the  use  of  any  volumes  desired  from  his 
store. 

Four  representatives  from  this  library  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association  in  St.  Louis  in  October  and  participated  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Missouri  Library  Association  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

The  library  force  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  work  during  the  year,  and 
I  feel  constrained  to  commend  each  member  thereof  for  cheerful  and  intellit 
gent  interest.  To  the  members  of  the  library  board  acknowledgment  is  due 
for  kindly  suggestions  and  aid  at  all  times. 

Following  will  be  found:  I.  Library  statistics:  Book  account,  Acces- 
sions and  withdrawals  for  year  classified ;  Expenditures  of  library ;  Circulation 
by  departmennts.  II.  Donors  and  donations.  III.  Periodicals  received. 
IV.   Bound  periodicals  in  reference  collection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT, 

Librarian. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1905. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI,    I 
County  of  Buchanan,  ss      f 

Before  me,  H.  H.  Smith,  a  notary  Public  in  and  for  the  coimty  aforesaid, 
personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  sub- 
mitted are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  6th  day  of  May,  1905. 

H.  H.SMITH, 

Notary  Public. 
My  commission  expires  October  29th,  1905. 
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I— LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1904 28.049 

Additions  for  fiscal  year: 

By  purchases 2,566 

By  transfer  from  duplicate  collection 123 

By  periodicals  bound 634 

By  donations 483        3,806 

Withdrawn  (worn  out,  destroyed  on  account  of  con- 
tagion, etc.,.) • 584 

Lost  and  paid  for 27 

Unaccounted  for 44  655 

Net  increase  for  the  year 3.151 

Ntimber  volumes  now  in  library 31,200 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT  DEPARTMENT. 

Number  volumes  in  supplementary  reading  department,  purchased 
during  the  year  by  the  School  District  and  maintained  by  library 
as  a  separate  collection 3,027 

Total  volumes  in  library,  library  and  school  collections .     34,227 

ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDRAWALS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Class.  Acoesaions.       Withdrawals.    Net  gain. 

General 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology,  (inc.  pub.  docs) .    . 

Language . 

Natural  science 

Useful  arts 

Fine  arts    

Literature 

Travel    

Biography 

History 

Periodicals,  R.  L 

Fiction  (inc.  children's  stories)    

Total liSOO  ()5o  3.151 


172 

7 

165 

31 

1 

30 

.134 

2 

132 

512 

116 

396 

41 

5 

36 

177 

4 

173 

158 

9 

149 

139 

6 

133 

220 

32 

197 

235 

9 

226 

217 

3 

214 

195 

10 

185 

504 

501 

1.002 

448 

014 
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ACCESSIONS  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  DEPARTMENT. 

1.100 

610 

360 

100 

•icnce 100 

100 

stories 657 

ICATION  OF  VOLUMES  REPORTED  LAST  YEAR  AS  ACCES- 
SIONED. BUT  NOT  CLASSIFIED. 

1 

y  11 

96 

23 

cience  20 

s  12 

8 

•  57 

3 

^ 1 

35 

20 


287 


EXPENDITURES  OF  LIBRARY. 

From  General  Fund. 

)unt :  ♦ 

s $  2,675.36 

dicals 673.81 

ing 1,337.93     $    4,687.10 

brarian  and  assistants ...  6, 170 .  40 

uel  and  engineer 869. 15 

nd  stationer^' 254.80 

r\'ice 930.00 

ghting 46.43 

46.20 

27.00 

'ous: 

'hones 64.50 

og   cards,  L.  of  C,  A.  L. 

\.  and  Pittsburg 125.00 

A.  e.\|)en.se 70.00 

lies,  ice   149.37  408.87 

12.23 

improvements \^.7>1     %\7i^^  ^^ 
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Pkok  Spbciai.  Fund. 

Freight  and  express S  77.72 

Postage 27.36 

Stationery 26. 10 

Delivery  station  expenses 91 .  50 

Periodicals 1 .85 

Miscellaneous 47.12 


UBKARY  CntCDLATlON. 


CLASS 

MAIN  LIBRARY 

A 

ToUl 

Per  out. 

IM    hr 

Adult 

Ohildien 

■ss- 

SSf.'.:::::::.: 

1690 

1083 

06 

1010 

1131 

2MS 

191 

'1 
"1 

1 

i 

SOT 

1 

80M 

BOS 

1 

2812 

1 
1 

il 

4326 
103374 

'■il 

l!l30 

2.000 
fl0.2S0 

1«6 

S&-.::i:;: 

'ffi 

I^SSS",::::;:::;: 

1 

Ti'tal «-'l«;i 

a>si5 

•  iiTii'i   :    i-Ano 

149210 

100. 

aso75 

Average 

Larfii'st  iss 
Smallest  is 
LarKi'st  is; 
Larsest  is 
nsi'.  .1990 
Smallest  i: 


of  days  open,  358.      (Sundays,   1  :(0  to  6-30  p.  m.) 

of  Sundays  open,  .53. 

daily  issue,  410.      Increase,   71. 

secular  daily  issue,  47G.      Increase.  S.> 

Sunday  issue,   71.      Increase.   21 

ssuc  in  one  day,  (not  inc.  school  sup.  reading)  SRO.  Feb.  2,i,  1905 
LC  in  one  day.  {not  ine.  school  sup.  reading)  1 5S,  Dec.  27,  1904 
e  school  supplementary  re;idinK.  2.825,  Oct.   11.  1904 
e  in  one   month,   all  de]>ariments,   March   IC.   14,700,  in- 


inih,  Sei 


Ir.i 
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Vols. 

18 
1 

10 

10 

9 

160 

•  •    • 

9 

36 
8 

•  ■    • 

2 

2 

1 

50 

3 

2 

1 

94 

9 

7 

22 

36 

1 

1 

3 

1 

65 

39 

1 

2 

1 
4 
1 
3 

1 

1 
16 

1 

1 
32 

4 


No0. 
14 


8 


200 
3 


100 


200 


n.     DONORS  AND  DONATIONS. 

Pamp.  Donon. 

Adams,  Mrs.  Lizzie.     (Magazine,  for  the  blind) 
1         American  book  Co.,  N.  Y. 

American  thresherman,  Madison,  Wis. 
Armstrong  association,       N.  Y. 
Arrowsmith,  H.  W.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Atwill,  J.  W.,  1  picture. 
Atwill  &  Hyatt,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Barnard,  Col.  J.  F.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
Boston  book  co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bridge,  J.  H.,  New  York. 
Browne,  Ed.  C. 

Buckner,  W.  T.,  Wichita,  Kas. 
Bullard,  Rev.  Henrv. 
Canada,  minister  of  agriciilture. 
Carnegie,  Andrew,  New  York. 
Carter,  Lillian. 

Carrington,  W.  F.,  state  supt.  of  education. 
Cockrell,  Hon.  Francis  M. 
Combe  printing  co. 
Cook,  Samuel  B. 
Cox,  Miss  M.  E. 
Cundiff,  Mrs. 

Daughters  of  American  Revolution,  St.  Joseph  chap. 
Druckemiller,  P.  P. 
EUiff,  J.  D.,  Columbia,  Mo. 
Gilkey,  Mrs. 
Gordon,  W.  H. 

Haferkom,  H.  E.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Harrah,  W.  F.,  Des  Moines,  la. 
Harrison,  Carter  H.,  Chicago,  111. 
Harris,  Edward. 
Heath  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hyatt,  Mrs.  C.  C. 

Illinois  state  historical  library,  Springfield,  111. 
International  Catholic  truth  society. 
Jewish  pub.  soc.  of  America. 
Joseph  Lodge,  No.  73,  I.  O.  B.  B. 
Kansas  state  historical  society,  Topeka,  Kas. 
Lemmcl,  Henry. 
Lodge  of  Sons  of  Israel 
Lowenstein,  Mrs.  E.  W.,  3  pictures. 
Lowell,  J.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
McCabe,  Mrs. 
McCoy,  Miss  Bessie. 
Meyer,  Sol. 
21  Michel,  John. 

Missouri  commission,  Louisiana putcViase  e:R.'^^\M\OTv. 
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Vols. 

1 

3 

1 

15 


1 

12 

2 

•  •    • 

1 

1 

10 

•  •    • 

1 

1 

257 

10 

•  •    • 

1 
2 

1 
1 
1 
14 
1 
3 


No8. 
12 


Pamp. 


2 


10 


245 


Donors. 

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel. 

Moss.  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Oil  City  Derrick  co..  Oil  City,  Pa. 

Orr,  Mrs. 

Park,  Clay. 

Pennsylvania  prison  society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

PhiUips,  Mrs.  R.  T 

Riemer,  H.  H. 

Robinson,  Miss  Emily. 

Robinson,  Dr.  J.  H.,  Maryville,  Mo. 

St.  Louis  public  library. 

School  district  of  St.  Joseph. 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Missouri  society 

Theosophical  society,  St.  Joseph. 

Union  Press,  N.  Y. 

United  States  government — Departments. 

University  of  Chicago. 

University  of  Missouri,  Columbia,  Mo. 

Unknown. 

Vesey,  Mrs. 

Watkins,  Robert  Lincoln. 

Westminster  college.  Fulton,  Mo. 

Wilder,  W.  W.,  state  auditor. 

Wilson.  J.  M.,  (Deposit) 

Wilson.  Sidney. 

Wright,  Mrs.  Purd  B. 


LIBRARY  EXCHANGES 
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1 
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4 
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6 

1 

3 

1 

bullp:tins  and  anni  al  reports. 

AUegheney  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 
Atlanta  (Ga.).  Carnegie  library. 
Baltimore.  Enoch  Pratt  free  library. 
Bradford  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 
Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  pubHc  library. 
Buffalo  (N.  Y.)   pubhc  Hbrary. 
Carlisle  (Pa.)  J.  Herman  Bosler  library. 
Cedar  Rapids  (la.)  public  library. 
Chicago  (111.)  public  library. 
Cleveland  (O  )  public  library. 
Davenport  ( la, )  public  library. 
Dayton  (O.)  public  library. 
Decatur  (111.)  public  library. 
Detroit  (Mich.)  public  library. 
Dubuque  (la.)  public  library. 
Duluth  (Minn.)  pubWc  WbtaYv 
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Evans  ton.  (111.)  public  library. 

Fremont  (Neb.)  public  library. 

Gloversville  (N.  Y.)  public  library. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  free  library. 

Haverhill  (Mass),  public  library. 

Helena  (Mont.)  public  library. 

Iowa  library  commission,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Jersey  City  (N.  Y.)  public  library. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  public  library. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Lexington  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Marshalltown  (la.)  public  library. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.  )  public  librar\'. 

Minnesota  library  commission. 

Missouri  historical  society,  St.  Louis. 

Missouri  state  historical  society,  Columbia, 

Nashville  (Tenn.)  public  library. 

Nebraska  library  commission,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Newark  (N.  J.)  public  library. 

New  Haven  (Conn.)  public  library. 

Newton  (Mass.)  public  library. 

New  York  (N.  Y.)  free  library. 

Omaha  (Neb.)  public  library. 

Ottumwa  (la.)  public  library. 

Patterson  (N.  J.)  public  library. 

Peabody  institute,  Dan  vers,  Mass. 

Peoria  (111.)  public  librar>^ 

Philadelphia  library  company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 

Pratt  institute  library',  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Quincy  (111.)  public  library. 

Reading  (Pa.)  public  library. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  public  library. 

St.  Louis  mercantile  librarv. 

San  Francisco  (Calif.)  public  library. 

Salem  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Scran  ton  (Pa.)  public  library. 

Sedalia  (Mo.)  public  library. 

Syracuse  (N.  Y.  )  public  library. 

Tacoma  (Wash.)  public  library. 

Toronto  (Can.)  public  library. 

Washington  (D.  C.)  public  library. 

Western  Reserve  university  library  school.  Cleveland,  O. 

Worcester  (Mass.)  public  library. 
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m.     PERIODICALS  RECEIVED. 

A.  L.  A.  booklist. 

Amateur  work,  m. 

American  boy,  m. 
cAmerican  Catholic  quarterly,  q. 

American  electrician,  m. 

American  historical  review,  q. 

American  journal  of  sociology,  b-m. 
cAmerican  monthly  review  of  reviews,  m. 

American  primary  teacher,  m. 

Annals  of  American  academy  of  political  and  social  science,  b-m 

Architectural  record,  m. 

Arena,  m. 

Athenaeiun,  Lon.,  m. 
c Atlantic,  m. 
cBirds  and  all  nature,  m. 

Blackwood's  magazine,  m. 
♦Blue  jacket,  m. 
♦Book  buyer,  m. 
cBookman,  m. 

Bookseller.  Lon.,  m. 

Bookseller,  m. 

Boston  transcript,  Mon.,  Wednes.  and  Sat 

Brush  and  pencil,  ra. 
♦Bulletin  of  bibliography,  q. 

Camera  craft,  m. 
♦Cameron  (Mo.)  stm,  w. 

Canadian  magazine,  m. 
cCassier's  magazine,  m. 
♦Catalogue  of  U.  S.  public  documents,  m. 

Catholic  world,  m. 
cCentury  magazine,  m. 

Chambers'  journal,  m. 

Charities,  w. 

Chautauqtian.  m. 
♦Chicago  banker,  w. 

Chicago  Record-Herald,  d  &  S. 

Chicago  Tribune,  d  &  S. 
♦Christian  science  journal,  m. 
♦Christian  science  sentinel,  w. 
Contemporary   review,  in. 
cCosmopolitan.   m. 
Country  life  in  America,  m. 
Critic,  m. 

Cumulative  book  review  digest,  m. 
Current  literature,  m. 
Delineator,  m. 
cDial,  s.  m. 
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♦Dzennik  Polski,  w. 

Education,  m. 
cEducational  review,  m. 

Electrical  age,  m. 

Engineering  magazine,  m. 

Engineering  news,  m. 

Era  magazine,  m. 

Fortnightly  review,  m. 

Forum,  q. 

♦Forum  (St.  Joseph  high  school)  m. 
♦Fresno,  (Cal.)  Guide,  w. 
♦Genealogical  magazine,  q. 
c Harper's  bazaar,  m. 
c Harper's  monthly  magazine,  m. 
cHarper's  weekly,  w. 

Harvard  graduate's  magazine,  m. 

House  beautiful,  m. 
♦Herald  of  the  cross,  m. 
♦Herald  of  the  golden  age,  m. 

Illustrated  london  news,  w. 

Independent,  w. 
♦Indian  friend,  m. 

Inland  printer,  m. 

International  quarterly,  q. 

International  studio,  m. 
♦Invitation,  m. 
♦Jewish  review,  m. 

Journal  of  education,  w. 
♦Journal  of  osteopathy,  m. 

Judge,  w. 
♦Labor,  w. 

Kindergarten  magazine,  m. 
cLadie^'  home  journal,  m. 
♦Ladies'  review,  m. 
cLeslie's  weekly,  w. 

Library  index  to  periodicals  and  current  events,  m 

Library  journal,  m. 

Life,  w. 

Lippincott's  magazine,  m. 

Literary  digest,  m. 
cLittell's  living  age,  w. 
cLittle  chronicle,  w. 
♦Lyceumite,  m. 
cMcClure's  magazine,  m. 

Macmillan's  magazine,  m. 

Magazine  of  history,  with  notes  and  queries,  m. 
♦Medical  fortnightly,  s-m. 

♦Medical  herald,  m. 

c Missionary  review  of  the  world,  m. 
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Missouri  school  journal,  m. 
♦Modem  architecture,  m. 
♦Modem  fanner  and  busv  bee,  m. 
♦Modem  miller,  w, 
cMunsey's  magazine,  m. 

Musical  courier,  w. 
♦Mystic  worker,  m. 
c Nation,  w. 

National  geographic  magazine,  m. 

New  England  historical  and  genealogical  register,  m. 

New  England  magazine,  m. 

New  York  Tribune,  d.  &  S. 

Nineteenth  century,  m. 
cNorth  American  review,  m. 
♦Official  Gazette  U.  S.  patent  office,  w\ 
♦Official  journal  painters  and  decorators,  m. 
cOuting,  m. 
cOutlook,  w. 

Out  west,  m.      (Formerly  Land  of  Sunshine). 

Overland,  m. 
♦Park  review,  q. 

Photo-miniature,  m. 

Political  science  quarterly,  q. 
cPopular  science,  m. 

Public  opinion,  w. 

Publishers'  weekly,  w. 

Public  libraries,  m. 

Puck,  \v. 

Quarterly  ioiuTial  of  economics,  q. 

Reader's  guide  to  periodical  literature,  m. 

Records  of  the  j)ast,  m. 

Revue  des  du  mondes.  w. 

Review  of  reviews  (Enj::.).  m. 
*St.  Andrews  cross,  m. 
*St.  Joseph  News- Press,  d. 
cSt.  Joseph  Gazette,  d.  &:  S. 
♦St.  Joseph  Post.  w. 
♦St.  Joseph  Union,  w. 
cSt.  Nicholas,  m. 

School  journal, 

School  review,  m. 

Scientific  American,  w. 
cScientific  American  building  monthly,  ni. 
cScicntific  American  supplement. m. 
cScribner's  magazine,  m. 
♦Sound  currency,  m. 
♦Stock  yards  daily  journal,  d. 
cSucccss,  m. 
*Sunday  magazine,  with  Chi.,  "N .  \  .  atvd  ^x. \.o\.\\^  V^V^'^^ 
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Uber  land  und  mecr,  w. 
*Uj  Vilag.  s-m. 

♦University  of  Missouri  studies,  q. 
♦Virginia  magazine  of  history  and  biography, 
♦War  cry,  w. 

Western  electrician,  w. 
♦Western  fruit-grower,  m. 
♦Western  home  journal,  m. 

Westminster  review,  m. 

William  and  Mary  college  quarterly,  q. 
eWorld's  Work,  m. 
cYoutli's  companion,  w 


cAlso  in  Carnegie  Branch, 
♦Gift 
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IV.    BOUKD  PERIODICALS  IN  REFERENCE  COLLECTION. 

May  1,  1905. 

American  geographical  society  bulletin,  v.  28,  1896,  date. 
American  historical  review,  v.  1,  1895,  date. 
American  illustrated  methodist  magazine,  v.  1-4,  1899-1901. 
American  journal  of  politics,  v.  1-9,  1892-96.  (v.  4-9  as  American  maga- 
zine of  civics) . 
American  journal  of  sociology,  v.  1,  1895,  date. 
American  magazine  of  civics .  (See  American  journal  of  politics) . 
American  primary   teacher,  v.  15,  1891.    date.    (American  teacher  to 

1897). 
Annals  of  the  American  academy  of  political  and  social  science,  v.  1, 

1890,  date. 
Arena  (c),  v.  1,  1889,  date. 

Architecttiral  record,  v.  11,  1901,  date.  (v.  1-10  ptirchased). 
Art  amateur,  v.  22-49,  1889-1903,  (lacking  v.  32-41.) 
Athenaetim,   (Lon.),   1898,  date. 
Atlantic  monthly,  (c),  v.  1,  1857,  date. 
Author,  v.  1-3,  1889-91. 

Birds  and  all  nature,  (c),  v.  1,  1897,  date,  (Formerly  Birds.) 
Blackwood's  magazine,  v.  107,  1870,  date,  (lacking  v.  116-123,  131-148.) 

(v.  1,  152,  called  Blackwood's  Edinburg  magazine.) 
Book  Buyer,  IT  ser.,  v.  22-28,  1901-1904.     V.  26-28  called  The  Lamp 

(Dis.  as  sub.  magazine,  now  pub.  as  house  bulletin.) 
Bookman  (c),  v.  1,  1895.  date. 
Bulletin  of  University  of  Missouri  (catalogue),  v.  1.  1900,  date,  (lacking 

V.  3.) 
Bulletin  of  bibliography,  v.  1,  1897-99.  date. 
Canadian  magazine,  v.  1,  1893,  date. 
Cassier's  magazine,  v.  19,  1900,  date. 
Catholic  world,  v.  72,  1900,  date. 
Century  magazine,  (c),  n.  s.  v.  1,  1881,  date. 
Chamber's  journal,  v.  77,   1898,  date. 

Charities,  v.  8,   1902,  date.     (See  note  after  Charities  review.) 
Charities  Review,  v.  1-10,  1891-1901.  (Pub.  dis., sub.  carried  by  Charities) 
Chaut..iuquan,  v.   1,  1S80,  date. 
Chicai^o  banker,  v.  1,  1899,  date. 

Contemporary  review,  v.  59,  1891,  date,  (lackinsj  v.  63-78.) 
Cosmopolitan,  v.  4,  1887,  date. 
Country  life  in  America,  v.  1,  1901,  date. 
Critic.  V.   18,   1891,  date. 
Current  history,  v.  1-12,  1890-1902,  (Dis.) 
Current  literature,  v.  1,  1888.  date. 
Dial.  V.   19,   1895,  date. 
Eclectic     magazine,      v.      31-130.      1854-1898.      (Monthly  ed.     Little's 

living  age  from  1897.  ) 
Education,  v.  21,  1900,  date. 
Educational  review,  v.  1,  1HS^\,  doiVii. 
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Engineering  magazine,  v.  1,  1891,.  date. 

Engineering  news,  v.  4,  1877,  date.     (Lacking  v.  27-50.) 

Evening  Press,  St.  Joseph,  Mo..  Aug.  26,  1902,  Sept.  19,  1903.     (All  pub.) 

Fortnightly  review,  v.  55,  1891,  date.     (Lacking  59-74.) 

Forum,  (c),  v.  1,  1886,  date. 

Galaxy,  v.   1-22.   1866-76,   (Lacking  23-24  to  complete  set.)     (Merged 

in  Atlantic  monthly.) 
Genealogical  quarterly,  v.  2,  1901,  date.     (V.  1,  purchased.) 
Godey's  lady's  book,  v.  64-72,  1862-1866. 
Green  bag,  v.  1-5,  1889-1893. 

Harper's  bazaar,  v.  2,  1869,  date,  (Lacking  v.  7-34.) 
Harper's  magazine,  (c),  v.  1,  1850,  date. 
Harper's  weekly,  v.  1,  1857,  date. 
Harper's  yotmg  people,   1891-1893. 
Harvard  graduate's  magazine,  v.  1,  1892,  date. 

Hours   at   home,  v.   1-11,  1865-1870,  (Merged  in  Scribner's  monthly.) 
Independent,  v.  56,   1904-date. 
Inland  printer,  v.  19,  1897,  date. 

International  magazine,  v.  1-5,  1850-1852.  (All  pub.,)  (Merged  in  Har- 
per's magazine.) 
International  studio,  v.  1,  1897,  date. 
International    quarterly,    v.    1,    1900,    date.     (International    Monthly 

prior  to  1903.) 
Journal  of  education,  v.  33,  1891,  date.     (Lacking  v.  34.) 
Land  of  simshine,  v.  1-15,  1894-1902,  (Title  changed  to  Out  West,  1902 

For   continuation   see   Out  West.) 
Land    we   love,    v.    1-4.    1866-1867.      (Lacking   v.    5-6   to   complete.) 

(Merged  in  New  eclectic.) 
Library  journal,   v.    16,    1891,   date. 
Lippincott's  magazine,  v.  43,  1889,  date. 
Littell's  living  age,  v.  1,  1844,  date. 
McClure's  magazine,   v.    1,   1893,  date. 
Macmillan's  magazine,  v.  64,  1891,  date. 

Magazine  of  American  history,  v.  1-30,  1877-1893.     (All  pub.) 
Magazine  of  western  history,  v.  7-8,  1897-98,   (Complete  set,   1884-91.) 

(Continued    as    National    magazine.) 
Missionary  review  of  the  world,  v.  1,  1888,  date. 
Municipal  affairs,  v.   1-6,   1897-1902. 
Munsey's  magazine,  v.  6,  1891,  date. 
Nation,  v.  46,  1888,  date. 

New  England  historical  and  genealogical  register,  v.  53,   1899,  date. 
New  England  magazine,  n.  s.  v.  1,  1889,  date. 
Nineteenth  century,  v.  29,  1891,  date.      (Lacking  34-48.) 
North  American  review,  v.  10,  1820,  date.      (Lacking  v.  59-69,  92-123.) 
Official  Gazette.   U.   S.   patent  office,   v.    1,    1872,    date.      (Lacking    v. 

17-32.) 
Outing,  v.  19,  1891,  date. 
Outlook,  V.  55,  1897,  date. 
Out  West,  V.  16,  1902,  date.     (Former  title,  Land  of  Sxinshine,  v.  1-15, 

1894-1901.) 
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Overland  monthly,  n.  s.  v.  17,  1891,  date. 

Park  review,  (Park  college,  Parkville,  Mo.)  v.  1,  1899,  date. 

Poet-lore,  v.   1,    1889,  date. 

Popular  science  monthly,  v.  1,  1872,  date. 

Political  science  quarterly,  v.  1,  1886,  date. 

Public  hbraries,  v.   1,   1896,  date. 

Public  opinion,  v.  22,  1897,  date. 

Putnam's  magazine,  v.   1-16,  1853-57,   1868-70,   (Merged  in  Emerson's 

magazine.) 
Quarterly  journal  of  economics,  v.  15,  1900,  date. 
Records  of  the  past,  v.  1,  1902,  date. 

Review  of  reviews,  (American  monthly)  (c),  v.  1,  1890,  date. 
St.  Joseph  daily  news,  now  News-press,   18-date,    lacking   portions  of 

several   years. 
St.  Joseph  Gazette,  1845,  date,  lacking  portions  of  9  years.     (Originally 

St.  Joseph  Gazette  to  1898,  Gazette- Herald  to  1903.) 
St.  Joseph  Herald,  1865-1898,  lacking  portions  of  3  years. 
St.  Nicholas,  (c),  v.  1,  1873,  date. 
School  journal,  v.  44,  1892,  date. 
School  review,  v.  9,   1901,  date. 

Scientific  American,  v.  11,  o.  s.,  1856,  date.     (Lacking  n.  s.  v..  50-68.) 
Scientific  American  building  monthly,  v.  33,  1902,  date. 
Scientific  American  supplement,  v.  30,  1890,  date. 
Scribner's  magazine,  (c),  v.  1,  1887,  date. 
Scribner's  monthly  magazine,  v.  1-22,  1870-1881.     (Afterwards  Century 

magazine.) 
Southeni  magazine,  v.  14-17,  1874-75. 

Universal    review,  v.    1-5.   1888-89.      (Lacking  v.  C^-S  to  complete  set.) 
Virginia  magazine  of  history  and  biography,  v.  1,  1893.  date. 
Westminster  review,  v.  150.  1898,  date. 
William  and  Mary  eollege  quarterly,  v.  1.  1892,  date. 
World's  work,   v.    1,    1900.   date. 
Youth's  companion,  v.  77,  1903,  date. 

(c)  after  title,  inuicates  same  also  in  Carnegie  branch. 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 


ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  During  the  year  the  following  changes  occurred  in  the 
library  staff:  Miss  Tillie  Lohr,  librarian  of  the  children's  room,  resigned 
to  be  married,  Miss  Bessie  McCoy  being  promoted  from  the  substitute  list 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  After  competitive  examination,  Miss  Annie  Knight 
was  appointed  to  the  substitute  list.  On  account  of  sickness,  Miss  Lulu 
C.  Senter,  assistant  librarian  and  in  charge  of  Carnegie  branch,  was  given 
leave  of  absence  for  two  months,  dating  from  April  15.  Miss  Ethel  Fife, 
substitute,  was  detailed  to  the  branch,  and  Miss  Knight  takes  full  time  at 
the   main  Hbrarv. 

The  increased  use  of  the  library  during  the  year  has  taxed  the  abiUty 
of  the  force.  Should  the  increase  continue,  especially  in  the  children's 
department,  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  furnish  additional  assistance 
for  the  rush  hours,  from  3  to  6  p.  m.,  and  Saturdays. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P.  CARGILL, 

JOHN  MICHEL, 

JAS.  H.  McCORD, 


Administration  Com. 


St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1905. 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  As  predicted  in  the  report  of  this  committee  one  year 
ago,  the  annual  period  just  ended  has  been  an  eventful  one  in  the  history 
of  the  library.  During  this  time  its  largest  use  was  recorded,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  in  which  Carnegie  branch  opening  piirchases  were 
made,  its  growth  was  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  was  made 
possible  by  additional  funds,  largely  expended  for  the  book  account;  pur- 
chases of  books  on  which  the  limited  discount  period  had  passed ;  selections 
from  bargain  lists,  and  the  securing  of  standard  works  not  heretofore  in 
the  library. 

The  report  of  the  librarian  as  to  the  inventory  of  the  library,  shows 
that  it  contains  31,200  volumes,  with  an  additional  3,027  volumes  cared  for  in 
the  school  collection;  a  total  of  34,227  under  its  control.  The  increase  for 
the  year  in  the  library  proper  was  3,151  volumes.  All  purchases  were  made 
under  the  rules  governing  the  Board. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  library  control  to  purchase  only  the  better 
class  of  fiction — not  necessarily  the  most  popular — although  the  Avants  of 
library  patrons  in  this  particular  are  always  given  consideration.  In  this 
connection,  it  is  not  deemed  out  of  place  to  emphasize  otve  pomt  mXW  xtT^cycX. 
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of  the  librarian.  Of  a  total  of  3,806*  volumes  added  for  the  past  year, 
26.34  per  cent  were  fiction  and  children's  stories.  Of  the  net  increase, 
3,151  volumes,  only  19. 5  per  cent  were  for  the  classes  named.  On  the  other 
hand,  of  the  voltunes  withdrawn.  (665),  68.4  per  cent  were  of  those  classes. 
No  record  is  kept  as  to  purchases  of  books  by  classes,  but  a  conservative 
estimate  places  the  expenditures  for  fiction  and  stories  at  less  than  20  per 
cent  of  the  total  book  purchases. 

The  increased  use  of  the  library  has  materially  advanced  the  binding 
exp>ense,  and  the  condition  of  voltunes  in  the  children's  department,  from 
excessive  handling,  is  somewhat  below  former  years. 

In  co-operation  with  the  schools,  with  the  hearty  assistance  of  the  school 
board  and  its  officers,  great  advance  has  been  made,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  field  thus  entered  upon  will  be  materially  widened.  The  hbrarian 
reports  the  hearty  interest  of  the  teachers  in  the  work,  which  is  a  matter 
of    satisfaction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  K.  WHITE. 
J  AS.  H.  McCORD, 
J.  W.  ATWILL. 

Library  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May.  1,  1905. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:     Your  committee  begs  to  report  that,  as  required  by  the 

by-laws,  it  has  examined  the  statement  submitted  by  the  Treasurer  and 
finds  that  it  shows  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
checking  with  the  report  of  the  librarian  and  the  books  of  the  city  auditor. 
For  the  year  just  closed,  the  city  apportionment  for  library  purposes 
was  $13,200.  $10,700  for  the  main  library  and  $2,500  for  the  Carnegie  branch 
The  estimate  of  receipts  of  the  city,  however,  was  too  high,  and  all  depart- 
ments were  recjuired  to  cut  down  their  expenditures  to  a  sum  less  than  that 
apportioned  them,  with  the  exception  that  Carnegie  branch  was  permitted 
to  expend  the  full  S2,o00.  The  shortage  for  the  main  library  to  March  31. 
amounted  to  S349.o0.  $98.12  having  been  transferred  to  this  department 
from  another.  Had  the  library-  been  credited  with  the  full  percentage 
of  collections  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  April  17.  there  would  be  a  credit 
to  its  account  at  this  time  of  S71.40,  after  repaying  the  $98.12.  We  shall 
ask  that  this  sum  be  credited  to  the  library  account. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  a  request  was  transmitted  for  an  increase  in  the 
funds  to  be  apportioned  for  library  purposes,  but  the  decreased  assessment, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  city's  fiscal  oilicers,  precluded  this.  The  apportionment, 
therefore,  will  be  the  same  for  the  comin.?  year  as  last. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.   PFEIFFER. 
C.   P.  CARGILL. 
JOHN   MICHEL, 

Finance  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.  May,  A,  \^05. 
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BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. : 

Gentlemen:  An  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  will  show 
the  expenditures  which  have  been  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  com- 
mittee. All  of  these  have  been  reported  to,  or  were  authorized  by,  the 
Board. 

The  conference  with  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the  city  looking  to  the 
turning  over  to  them  of  the  grotmds  surroimding  Carnegie  branch  library 
(reported  to  your  body  one  year  ago),  resulted  agreeably  to  both  sides. 
In  the  month  following  the  report,  the  groimds  were  placed  in  their  charge, 
with  the  permission  of  the  city  government.  The  success  of  the  plan  is 
apparent.  The  grounds  are  better  cared  for,  and  improvements  therein 
are  contemplated  which  would  not  have  been  possible  otherwise. 

In  this  connection,  the  reconmiendation  is  made  that  the  walks  pro- 
vided for  in  the  original  plans,  but  omitted  on  account  of  filled  grotmd, 
and  for  which  funds  from  the  original  Carnegie  donation  are  held,  be  put 
in  this  year,  in  connection  with  whatever  work  is  done  by  the  commissioners. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  MORTON. 
W.  E.  WARRICK, 
HENRY  BULLARD. 
Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1905. 

ART  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen:  Through  the  generosity  of  the  St.  Joseph  Society  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  there  have  been  hung  in  the  art  room 
of  the  library,  as  a  loan,  print  reproductions  of  thirty  famous  paintings. 

The  library  has  also  received  and  placd  in  this  room  oil  portraits  of 
ex-governors  Stuart,  Woodson,  and  Hall,  who  were  from  St.  Joseph,  pre- 
sented by  the  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  and  the  painter,  Prof.  J.  V.  D.  Patch. 

Your  committee  feels  that  these  additions  may  be  considered  as  a  nu- 
cleus aroimd  which  in  time  may  be  assembled  a  worthy  collection.  That 
the  pictures  are  appreciated  by  the  public  is  demonstrated  by  the  numbers 
which  visit  the  room  every  day. 

Respectfully, 

JAS.  H.  McCORD. 
DANIEL  MORTON, 
HENRY  BULLARD, 

Art  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1905. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

ST.  JOSEPH,   MO. 
OFFICERS. 


J.    W.    Atwlll 

■noft-Preaident h.    K.    WWW 

SeoreUry-TreaBurer chas.  A,  Pfeiffer 

"     "  ■      ■;  Secretary Purd  B.  Wrleht 


DIHBCTORS. 

Term  expiring  1900         Term  expiring  1907  Term  esplring  1908 

John  MJche!,  Chas.  P.  Carglll,  H.  K.  White, 

J.  W.  Atwlll.  w.  B.  Warrick,  Cbas,  A.  Pfelffar, 

Dr.  Daniel  Morton.  Rov.   Henry  Bullard.  Jamea  H.  McCord. 


COMMITTEES. 

Library— White,  McCord,  Atwill. 

AamlnlBtratlon— Cargiil.  Michel  McCord. 

Bulldlnga  and  Grounds— Morton,  Warrick,  Bullard. 
Finance— Pfeiffer,  Carglll,  Michel. 

By-Laws— White,  Morton,  Warrick. 
Art— McCord,  Bullard,  Morton. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 

Librarian— Purd  B.  Wright. 

Assistant  Librarian — Lulu  C.  Senter. 

Asslstanta^Annle  M.  Perry,  reference;  Eudora  Martin,  •Lilian  C.  Kerr, 
tHllda  K.  White,  cataloging;  Bessie  McCoy,  Children's  room,  main 
library;  Jessie  M.  Gibson,  Jeanle  K.  Wllleon,  desk;  Ethel  Fife,  Annie 
Knight,  substitutes;   Joseph  Mann,  Charles  Smith,  messengers. 

Carnegie  Branch — Lulu  C.  Senter.  librarian  In  charge;  Etbel  Fife,  sub- 
Btltute;   W.  A.  McCamy,  Janitor. 


•ABsent  on  leave  attending  library  school.    tSubstltnte  for  Ulflfl  Kerr, 

from  Sept.  1. 
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PRESIDENT'S    LETTER    TRANSMITTINQ    REPORTS. 

'o  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council. 

Gentlemen:  The  annual  reports  of  the  various  officers  and  Com- 
littees  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the 
ear  ending  April  30,  1906,  are  herewith  submitted  for  your  information. 

The  report  of  the  librarian  fully  demonstrates  the  efficient  work  and 
sefulness  of  this  institution,  creditable  alike  to  its  employes  and 
atrons. 

The  additions  to  the  library  cover  a  varied  list  of  books,  which  are 
imed  to  serve  all  classes  and  conditions  of  our  citizens,  and  i^pear 
:>  meet  with  their  approval. 

The  failure  of  the  bond  proposition  submitted  by  the  Board  of 
!ducation  was  a  disappointment,  inasmuch  as  we  anticipated  an  enlarge- 
lent  of  our  accommodations,  now  seriously  contracted,  especially  as 
3  shelving  and  room  for  children. 

The  Board  of  Directors  would  especially  request  an  inspection  of 
le  library,  that  the  city's  representatives  may  become  fully  versed  in 
tie  progress  of  an  institution  which  is  becoming  a  pride  to  its  people, 
s  well  as  attracting  attention  elsewhere. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  most  successful  one  in  every 
ray  for  the  library,  with  the  single  exception  of  growth.  It  is  a  matter 
f  pride  that  your  honorable  body,  in  its  apportionment  of  funds  for 
le  ensuing  year,  increased  the  library  allotment  substantially,  as  it 
I  taken  as  an  endorsement  of  the  work  being  done. 
Calling  your  attention  to  the  various  reports,  I  am. 

Very  truly, 

J.  W    ATWILL, 

t.  Joseph,  May  1,  1906.  President. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

To  the  Boud  ol  Directors  ol  tbe  Free  Public  Librair: 

Oflntlanan:  Herewith  Is  presented  a  statement  sbowlne  tbe  receipts 
«nd  diBbunememts  ol  tbe  library  In  detail  for  tlie  fiscal  year  endlDf 
April  80,  IHfl,  &s  la  required  by  your  bf-lawa. 

The  UbruT  apportionment  for  the  year  was  fl3,200.  (10,700  bolus 
for  the  main  library  and  f2,S00  for  Carnegie  branch.  Credita  to  both 
aooonnts  were  ellgbtly  In  excess  of  this  total,  as  Is  explained  In  tie 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

This  Btatemeat.  as  usual,  covers  all  tbe  receipts  and  expendltnrN 
of  the  llbnuT,  Including  the  special  fund  account — moneys  received  and 
expended  at  the  library.  CoUectiona  la  this  account  are  from  the  dnpll- 
oate  ooUaotlon,  penalties  on  over-due  boolis,  books  lost  and  paid  tor. 
oatalocs  and  BupplemeiitB  sold,  and  miscellaneous  sources.  E^enill- 
turee  at  the  library  from  this  account,  as  noted,  are  reported  monthly 
to  the  library  Board  and  approved. 

Am  required,  expenditures  by  general  warrant  through  the  city 
departments,  are  accounted  tor  In  detail,  on  duplicate  vouchei-a,  ap- 
proved b7  not  less  than  two  members  of  the  Ftnance  Committor,  and 
certlflsd  by  the  President  after  being  allowed  by  the  Board.  Orlgtoal 
Touchers  are  on  file  In  the  ofSce  of  the  city  auditor,  the  duplicates 
belns  retained  In  the  office  of  the  librarian. 

Respecttulir  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFBIFFER,  Treasurer. 
St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  1,  I90G. 


STATE  OF  MiaaOVHI,    | 
County  of  Bnchanan,       |  °^' 

Before  me,  Bdwln  F.  Willts,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  eountr 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Ffelffer,  Treasarer  of  the 
Board  of  DIrectora  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joaeph, 

and  made  oath  that  the  facta  and  figures  in  his  report  are  true  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  4th  day  of  May,  1906. 

EDWIN  F.  WIUJS. 

My  commission  expires  May  2E>,  1907.  Notary  Public 
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MAIN  LIBRARY. 
Ofi»^HRAL   ACCOUNT. 

RBCEIPTS. 

From   city  apportionment,   19(^5-06 $10,700.00 

Transferred  to  library  acoonnt 70.40 

Supplementary  apportionment,  1906 161.82 

Deposit  by  Board  Treas.  from  special  fond 100.00  $11,028.22 


DISBURSBMENTS. 

By  general  warrants  on  city  treasurer: 
Book  account: 

Books    $2,207.48 

Periodicals    271.09 

Binding  1,120.91  $8,599.43 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants   5,546.89 

Heating  and  engineer    674.59 

Printing  and  stationery  258.58 

Janitor   service    450.00 

Postage   38.00 

Furniture  303.25 

Telephone 39.00 

Catalog  cards  121.49 

Library  repairs   8.76 

Miscellaneous,  inc.  light  and   ice 88.73  $11,023.22 


SPECIAL  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

« 

» 

RECEIPTS. 

Brought  forward  in  hands  Board  Treasurer $  80.48 

Brought  forward  in  hands  Librarian 14 .  43 

Received  from  Duplicate  collection   269 .  55 

Penalties    629.52 

Catalogs    7.40 

Supplements    6.60 

Miscellaneous    124.13  $  1,132.11 
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DISBURSBMBNTS. 

OtgfCUttai  In  Ctaol  toad   \>j  Board  Treu..  |     100.00 

PiU  BpaoUl  mmnt  No.  i,  peHodicals aso.OO 

Bj  Qbimriui: 

Frel^t  apd  expraM   $  91.74 

PottX*   37.10 

BtatloneiT   S4.00 

DellTorr  ataUona   09.86 

Binding  books    S.OO 

Hluellaneotu   44.C8 

Balanoea: 

In  honda  Board  TrewtiTer 3E5.48 

In  bands  Ubrarian 21. zs        682.11  |  lAU.U 


SBCAPITULATION. 


From  city  apportionment,  etc |10,9ZS.U 

Special  fund  1,132 .  11  |I2,066 .  33 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  vouchers  on  city  treasurer,  general  fund (11,023. 28 

By  vDuchere  on   special   Tund,   peiiodlcala 360.00 

By  librarian    305.35 

Balances: 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer   ■   355.48 

In  bands  Librarian    21.28  |1S,055.3 


CARNEGIE   BRANCH. 
RECEIPTS. 

Prom    city    apportionment,    1905-06 $  2,600 .  00 

Supplementary  apportionment   32.60  $  2,BS2.6D 
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DISBURSBMENTS. 

By  General  warrant  on  city  treasurer. 
Book  account: 

Books    $428.27 

Periodicals    87.28 

Binding    84.69$     600.14 

Salary  librarians  in  charge 996.00 

Fuel    134.00 

Janitor    510.00 

Furniture    4.00 

Insurance— Books    16.00 

Building  60.00 

Telephone   30.00 

Light    50.15 

Building  repairs   73.66 

Miscellaneous    69.66  $  2,682.60 


GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 
TOTAL  RECEIPTS. 

Main  library,  general  fund $10,923.22 

Special  fund   1,132.11 

Carnegie    branch,    general    fund 2,632 .  60  $14,687 .  93 


TOTAL  DISBURSBMENTS. 

Main  library,  general  fund $11,023.22 

Special   fund    665. 35 

Carnegie  branch,  general  fund 2,532.60 

$14,211.17 
Balances: 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer $     355.48 

In  hands  Librarian   21.28  $14,587.93 


CARNEGIE  BRANCH   BUILDING   FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie $25,000.00 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Fbr  building,  furniture,  library  equipment ^....$24,806.74 

Balance  on  hand,   reserved   for  completiivg  walk. 

(Dot  built  on  account  of  filled  ground) IW  .^^  %'^^fi^^  -^^ 
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LlBRARtAN'S  HEPORT. 

To  tie  Board  o(  Directora  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  The  annual  report  of  the  librarian  Is  herewith  pre- 
Mnted.  covering  the  Blxtecnth  rear  of  the  tlbrary.  Ua;  1,  1906,  to  April 
SO,  U06. 

SUMMARY. 

Ntimber  of  volumea  in  library  proper,  33,8G4;   In  ■chool  BnppIemantuT 

reading  collectioa,  4,169:  total  volumes  controlled  b;  Ilbrarr,  Sg.OSS. 

Orowth.   library,    3,664;    school,    1,142. 
Number  of  volumes  Iseaed  lor  home  use,  173,2S1 ;  Increase,  24,071 ;  averags 

dally  iBsue,  4S3:  Increase,  67. 
Cbaracter  ot  circulation.    Adutt  fiction,  44.61  per  cent;  children's  atortea. 

21.75  per  cent;  claaaed  booke,  33.64  per  cent.    Increase  in  non-Qctlcn 

USB,  2.85  per  cent 
Flnanclnl:     Receipts,     114,687.93;     expenditures.     (14,211.07;     balances. 

1376.76. 
Cardholders,  7,589;  Increase,  l.lSl.    Cards  outstanding.  1I,S13;   Increass, 

2,863. 

In  a  general  way.  the  year  has  been  one  of  greater  activity  In  the 
library  than  uBual.  Library  use  Is  continually  expanding,  as  is  to  tte 
expected  with  so  large  a  Beld  to  work  in.  Reasons  for  the  fact  that 
the  Institution  does  not  get  into  closer  relations  with  a  lai^er  proportlaB 
of  the  people  are  readily  located  but  not  easily  remedied.  None  may  be 
attributed  to  the  people  themselves.  Two  good  buildings  hare  be^i 
provided,  and  the  voters  have  directed  the  expenditure  of  funds  for 
library  support  to  the  full  limit  of  the  law.  An  Increased  valuation  ot 
taxable  property  offers  the  only  permanent  relief,  and  in  this  mattOT 
library  officials  are  powerless.  The  increase  In  the  use  ot  the  library 
exceeds  Its  growth.  Frequent  demands  are  made  upon  It  which  cannot 
be  met.  This  will  continue  until  the  ratio  between  growth  and  use  Is 
more  nearly  equalized. 

Tlie  Increase  In  library  funds  recently  provided  by  the  Council  will 
prevent  a  recurrence  this  year  of  a  decrease  In  the  normal  growth  ot 
the  library,  but  It  la  only  just  to  say  that  even  with  this  growth  main- 
tained It  will  be  many  years  before  St  Joseph  Is  provided  with  BQCh 
a  library  as  Its  people  are  entitled  to. 

CONTENTS   OF   LIBRARY,   GROWTH,   ETC. 

Additions  for  the  fiscal  year  numbered  3,462;  withdrawals,  798;  net 
increase,  2,664.  Of  the  66  volumes  reported  as  unaccounted  tor  last 
year,  ll  were  found.  The  remainder  are  included  In  the  withdrawal 
statistics.  The  Inventory.  ]ust  taken,  discloses  54  volumes  mbwing  tor 
the  eorrent  twelve  monlliB.  TbeTe  \b  a.  amaW  te-itftaa*  in  the  coat  per 
volume  ot  books  puTchaaeft.    ■However,  VWa  \t  moTO  B.-wm«i&.  <&!■*!&. -wa. 
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caused  by  securing  in  larger  numbers  than  heretofore  books  in  a  more 
senricable  binding  than  has  been  customary.  Opportunities  to  purchase 
books  at  clearance  sales,  from  second-hand  dealers,  etc,  were  not  neg- 
lected. 

USB  OF  LIBRAUT. 

Home  circulation  was  173,280,  a  gain  of  24,071.  Fiction  use,  66.36 
per  cent  of  the  whole,  44.61  per  cent  fiction  from  adult  department,  and 
21.75  per  cent  children's  stories.  This  is  a  decrease  of  2.85  per  cent, 
and  in  line  with  the  steady  change  in  the  character  of  use  of  the  library. 
Total  circulation  of  books  other  than  fiction  and  children's  stories  is 
now  38.64  per  cent  of  the  whole,  nearly  twice  that  of  ten  years  ago. 

A  definite  statement  cannot  be  made  as  to  library  use,  as  all  de- 
partments are  open  to  the  public.  Account  in  this  department  is  kept 
only  of  books  used  and  left  upon  the  tables.  These  numbered  36,207. 
As  nearly  all  important  reference  work  for  schools,  clubs,  etc.,  is  done 
by  placing  selected  books  on  special  shelves,  labeled  for  specific  use, 
which  are  taken  down  and  returned  by  those  interested,  no  record  can 
be  kept.  A  conserratiye  estimate  would  place  library  use  at  nearly 
75,000  volumes.  In  the  tables  with  this  report  no  attention  is  paid  to 
library  use,  although  this  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  uses  to  which  any 
library  may  be  put. 

RBOISTRATION. 

The  number  of  persons  holding  library  cards  are  7,859,  or  1,151 
more  than  one  year  ago.  Total  cards  outstanding,  11,813,  a  gain  of 
2,363.  A  greater  number  of  patrons  accept  and  use  non-fiction  cards 
than  formerly.  All  users  of  the  library  over  18  yeajs  of  age,  and  young 
people  under  that  age  attending  high  school,  are  entitled  to  two  cards. 
Card-holders  are  required  to  re-register  every  two  years.  From  the  num- 
ber registered,  all  cards  cancelled,  for  any  reason,  are  deducted. 

Of  the  card  holders,  3,684  are  adults,  and  4,176  are  minors.  Records 
hereafter  will  show  the  age  with  14  years  as  the  dividing  line. 

BRANCH  AND  STATIONS. 
CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 

Miss  Senter,  librarian  in  charge  of  the  Carnegie  branch,  reports 
that  work  has  varied  little  from  the  routine.  The  branch  contains  4,- 
780  volumes,  of  which  879  are  in  the  reference  collection.  Five  hundred 
and  fifty  volumes  were  added  during  the  year.  Card  holders  number 
1,254.  Home  use,  14,266  volumes,  a  gain  of  21.7. per  cent.  Participation 
tn  the  handling  of  supplementary  reading  to  the  extent  of  1,678  volumes 
is  also  credited. 

Seven  new  titles  were  added  to  the  petVodVoaXm  \\aV  Tii^d2i\Tk%  V^^tN^ 
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rooQlved.  TheBB  are  ueed  In  tie  reading  room  the  first  month,  after 
which  nine  of  the  most  suitable  for  general  use  are  placed  in  temporarf 
coTen  and  lesDed.  These  are  popular  in  the  order  named;  Harper's, 
HcClure'B,  Renew  of  Reviews,  Mnnsey.  Scrlbner,  Cosmopolitan,  Centurr, 
World's  worlt.  North  American  Review,  Engineering  maeazlne. 

E>&ortB  to  interest  children  Id  hooks  at  the  library  continue,  with 
aatlatactory  results.  With  euggestlona  and  aids  from  teachers.  IlEts 
of  books  BUltable  tor  different  grades  have  been  prepared,  and  these 
have  been  of  decided  help.  Teachers  have  shown  their  appreciation  or 
the  library  In  everj  way.  Claeses  from  the  Benton  school  have  visited 
the  library,  under  the  guidance  of  their  teachers,  and  were  given  Instruc- 
tion In  library  use.     Moat  of  these  are  regular  patrons. 

The  Carnegie  club,  composed  of  women,  and  two  children's  clubs,  con- 
tinue to  meet  at  the  library,  and  to  do  good  wortt.  (Statistics  as  to  the 
use  of  the  library  win  be  found  under  Ubrary  statistics,  circulation. 
Carnegie  branch.) 

DEUVBRY  STATIONS. 

No  changes  are  reported  in  delivery  stations,  tour  in  number.  Use 
of  the  library  through  them  was  4,975  volumes,  a  small  inci^ase.  An 
application  Is  on  file  for  an  additional  station,  and  (or  more  frequent 
deliveries  at  two  of  the  old  stations. 

CHILDREN  AND  THE  UBRART. 

Work  with  children  Is  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  Ilbrar? 
activity.  Of  the  total  circulation  of  the  library,  S9.2  per  cent  is  credited 
to  the  children's  rooms  and  supplementary  reading  department  for 
grammar  grades,  of  which  21.75  per  cent  were  children's  stories.  As 
heretofore  reported,  the  claasiflcatlon  of  books  here  Is  very  liberal,  many 
titles  being  placed  in  fiction  which  might  with  propriety  be  placed  else- 
where. 

At  the  main  library  Miss  McCoy  reports  a  very  successful  year,  *B,- 
984  volumes  being  circulated,  an  Increase  of  40  per  cent.,  and  48  per  cent 
of  main  library  use.  As  the  circulating  department  here  has  but  about 
4,000  volumes  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  Issue  per  volume  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  eleven  times. 

The  bulletin  board  Is  used  to  great  advantage  In  thia  department, 
being  changed  frequently.  At  the  present  time  It  shows  pictures  In 
natural  colors  of  the  most  popular  birds  of  Missouri,  This  supplements 
a  special  shelf  of  books  on  birds,  and  has  proven  very  attractive  to 
grown  people  as  well  as  the  children. 

Some  of  the  more  popular  subjects  emphasized  through  the  means 
of  the  bulletin  board,  with  pictures  and  lists,  and  special  shelves,  were: 

May:     May-day,  Nature  stories.  Memorial  day, 
June:    Flag  day,  Out-door  game*  aTii  ftv>vva. 
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July:  Fourth  of  July,  Hawthorne  (portrait,  selection  from  works, 
lists.) 

August:     O.  W.  Holmes. 

September:     Eugene  Field   day    (in   conjunction   with   schools   and 

state  society);   Jlunes  Fennlmore  Ck)oper. 

October:     Discovery   day    (Columbus);    Hallowe'en. 

November:  Louisa  M.  Alcott;  William  Cullen  Bryant;  Thanksgiv- 
ing dajr. 

December:     John  O.  Whlttler;  Christmas  day;  John  Paul  Jones. 

January:     Benjamin  Franklin;    Daniel  Webster. 

February:  Oeorge  Washington;  Abraham  Lincoln;  Henry  Wads- 
worth   Longfellow;    James  Russell. 

March:     Early  spring;   Return  of  birds. 

April:     Paul  Revere's  ride;  Easter;  Irving;  Froebel;  U.  a  Grant. 

All  these  were  Interspersed  with  drawings  from  the  different  schools, 
by  grades,  and  lists,  with  maps,  on  school  work. 

In  June  a  silk  worm  exhibit  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and 
caused  many  books  about  them  to  be  taken  out. 

The  calendar,  with  its  special  days  Indicated  by  the  dates  being 
covered  with  portraits  or  small  picture  Illustrating  the  subject  or  topic 
to  be  borne  In  mind.  Is  very  popular  at  both  libraries,  and  the  changes 
each  month  are  eagerly  watched  for. 

Children's  home  use  of  books  from  Carnegie  branch  was  6,158,  44.5 
per  cent  larger  than  last  year,  and  44  per  cent  of  total  branch  use. 
Here  the  library  has  an  especially  wide  field,  and  is  acceptably  filling  it. 


UBRARY   AND    SCHOOL. 

Direct  work  with  the  schools,  through  the  grammar  grades,  received 
a  fresh  Impetus  by  the  addition  to  the  school  supplementary  reading 
department  of  the  library  of  2,410  volumes  at  the  expense  of  the  school 
district,  early  In  the  fall.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  col- 
lection contained  3,027  volumes.  By  direction  of  the  school  authorities, 
1,238  volumes  were  transferred  to  certain  schools  as  permanent  school 
deposits,  while  30  were  worn  out  or  damaged  or  lost  and  paid  for.  The 
remaining  4,169  volumes  were  Issued  16,806  times.  This  does  not  repre- 
sent the  actual  use,  as  the  average  issue  to  a  teacher  is  but  one-half 
as  many  copies  as  there  are  pupils  in  her  largest  class.  The  collection 
contains  42  titles.  Aside  from  the  value  in  school  work,  the  books  bring 
the  library  to  the  attention  of  school  children  in  a  manner  possible 
in  no  other  way.  To  this  Is  attributed  in  a  large  measure  the  rapid 
Increase  In  the  use  of  the  children's  library.  The  school  collection  has 
been  open  to  the  teachers  but  three  days  a  week.  Changes  proposed 
contemplate  setting  aside  larger  quarters,  to  be  open  daily«  addition  to 
the  number  of  books,  and  delivery  to  schools  by  'wago\i. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SECTION. 

Arrangeueiits  ar«  completed  for  starting  tbe  local  biographical  Be& 
tion.  Filing  coses  and  cards  have  been  secured,  and  eSorta  are  now 
under  nay  to  Institute  what  should  become  an  important  functioo  of 
the  library,  the  gathering  ol  local  bistorloal  material  with  especl&l 
reference  to  personal  connection  with  important  events — in  other  words, 
biographical  material.  An  attempt  will  be  made  to  make  this  as  vala- 
able  as  possible  along  genealogical  Hues,  and  It  a  little  interest  is  aroused 
among  the  people  of  St.  Joseph  the  department  should  in  time  becoise 
one  of  the  most  Interesting  ones  ol  the  library.  Letters  explaining  tbe 
plan  are  to  be  sent  out,  with  tbe  request  that  the  card  accompanjlng 
be  filled  out  and  returned. 

IN  GENERAL. 

The  reading  rooms  conUnne  to  grow  fn  popularity,  as  Indicated  by 
the  Increased  attendance.  Additions  to  the  periodical  list  Include: 
Amateur  work,  American  journal  of  philology.  American  Journal  of  psy- 
chology, Bible  student  and  teacher.  Biblical  world.  Blbtlotheca  sacra. 
Booklover's  magazine,  Craftsman.  Ererybody's  magazine.  Little  rolks. 
Manual  training  magailne.  Musician,  Poet  lore,  What's  In  tbe  mags- 
ilnes.  The  complete  list  numbers  ISO  titles.  Including  donations.  TIi« 
nev  furniture  added  during  the  year,  tables,  chairs  and  periodical  racks, 
have  been  much  appreciated  by  patrons  as  adding  greatly  to  th^ 
comfort,  .k  list  of  periodicals  taken  may  be  found  In  the  Bulletin  for 
May. 

Revision  of  tbe  card  catalog  by  the  cataloging  department  pro- 
gresses favorably.  Including  approximately  6,600  cards  m^e  In  tiiia 
work,  about  14.000  cards  were  filed  In  the  varlouB  catalogs.  Of  theae^ 
G,140  printed  cards  were  received  from  the  Library  of  Congresa  at  a 
cost  of  $43.93.  Other  printed  cards  were  received  from  the  Agricultural 
department  and  Public  documents  office,  Washington;  from  the  A.  L.  A. 
publishing  section,  for  Modem  eloquence,  and  Important  annuals.  MlBsee 
Martin,  Kerr  and  (In  the  latter's  absence  since  Sept,  attending  library 
school)   White,  accomplished  a  great  deal  of  work. 

To  the  duplicate  collection  ol  popular  fiction  160  volumes  were  added, 
at  a  cost  of  $154.70;  147  volumes  were  transferred  to  the  free  depart- 
ment. Rental  receipts  were  $269.55.  Number  of  volumes  In  the  collec- 
tion varies  from  167  to  S25  from  time  to  time. 

Miss  Perry,  reference  librarian,  reports  a  steadily  growing  use  of 
that  department,  especially  among  professional  men  and  mechanics. 
Club,  school  and  general  use  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city 
and  the  library.  Periodicals  a^ded,  la  sets  and  to  fill  gaps,  are  a^ 
predated.  Some  of  the  special  lists  and  aids  compiled  and  printed 
Include  references  on  Railroad  legislation.  Qardening,  Fruit-gTotrliic 
Women  and  home,  all  as  timely  as  possible.  The  library  has  been  of 
assistance    to    clubs,    scboola,   co\\«eea,  -oOTm^X  wi\tf!«.\%,  itudents    sad 


PUBUC   LIBRARY  REPORT.  13 

teachers  In  a  number  of  the  smaller  places  in  Missouri  and  Kansas  in 
the  matter  of  reference  lists  on  various  subjects.  At  the  request  of  the 
officers  of  the  Builders'  exchange,  a  special  list  of  titles  of  interest  to 
the  members  was  compiled  and  copies  placed  in  the  library  and  the 
exchange  offices.  Class  lists  for  the  high  school  were  prepared  in  con- 
Junction  with  teachers,  at  both  libraries. 

Bindery  expense  was  $1,213.50,  slightly  in  excess  of  42c.  a  volume. 
This  includes  periodicals,  newspapers,  and  books.  Several  hundred 
volumes  additional  should  have  been  bound,  but  crowded  condition  of 
the  binderies  prevented  the  work  being  turned  out  in  time  to  be  in- 
cluded in  this  report.  Through  the  adoption  of  difTerent  material  the 
expense  per  volume  of  binding  has  been  somewhat  reduced. 

The  library  co-operated  with  the  Teachers'  Association  in  the  lecture 
courses  of  the  University  of  Chicago  extension  work,  handling  the  vol- 
umes furnished  by  the  University  in  connection  with  the  lectures  of 
Professors  Troop  and  Clark.  Reference  reservations  were  also  made 
of  library  books,  all  of  which  was  appreciated,  and  of  benefit  to  users 
and  library  alike. 

Accompanying  this  report  will  be  found  the  usual  tables  of  statistics 
and  lists  of  donors. 

In  all  work  undertaken  acknowledgment  is  made  of  cheerful  and 
wilfing  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  stafF,  the  members  of  which  join 
me  in  acknowledging  the  kindly  consideration  of  the  Board  at  all  times. 

Respectfully, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1906.  Librarian. 

STATB  OF  MISSOURI, 
County  of  Buchanan, 

Before  me,  H.  H.  Smith,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the 
facts  and  figures  submitted  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

HARRY  H.  SMITH, 
My  commission  expires  October  26th,  1906.  Notary  Public. 
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I— LIBRARY  8TATISTICB. 
BOOK  AGCOtTNT. 

Nnmlrar  ot  Tolnmee  raportad  April  SO,  i906 HJH 

Addition!  for  flBc&I  rear: 

By  purchase  j,407 

Br  tranafer  from  duplicate  eoUeetion 147 

By  periodicals  bound  S9€ 

By  donatloni  611    3,462 

Withdrawals: 

Worn  oat,  destroyed  on  aooonnt  ot  coatasion,  ate. .   687 

Lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for 68 

Lost  and  not  paid  for 28 

Unaccounted  for    4E       79S 

Net  Increase  for  tlie  year 2.664 

Number  of  volumes  now  In  Uie  library 33,861 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT  DBPARTMBNT. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  80,  1905 8,617 

Additions  for  fiscal  year 8,410 

Withdrawals: 

Worn  out,  lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for SO 

Transferred   to   schools    14SS 

Net  Increase  for  the  year 1,14! 

Number   ot    volumes   la    school   collection 4,169 

Total  number  of  volumes  In  library,  library  and  Bchool 

collections  38,03! 

ACCESSIONS  AND  WITHDBAWALS  FOB  THE  THAB- 

Class  AecsaaioDi       Wlthnnvala      NatQtiu 

General    71  87  14 

PhiloBophy    38  1  87 

Religion    1S4  S  181 

Sociology  (Inc.  pub.  docs.)  442  9  43) 

Language    23  3  20 

Natural  science  102  6  07 

Useful  arts  140  6  184 

Fine    arts    104  4  100 

Literature  212  37  176 

Travel    184  13  171 

Biography    160  6  154 

History    204  17  187 

Periodicals,  R.  L 356  4  ta 

Fiction    1303  654  648 


Tot&l    ^^^'i' 
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EXPENDITURES  OP  UBRART. 


lount— Books  |  2,636.70  |  2,686.70 

>'U«als    368.37  |  860.00         708.87 

ing   1,806.60  8.00      1.213.60 

''otal    S  4,189.57  |  368.00  |  4,667.67 

library    auff 16,642.39  $6,642.39 

englDeor  708.59  708.69 

and  stationery  ' 253.58  J  34.00         287.58 

960.00  960.00 

llghta   58.60  68.60 

•  307.85  307.26 

38 . 00  27 . 10            65 . 10 

•epalra  8.7G  8.76 

repairs   73.66  73.66 

Insurance  60.00  60.00 

urance  16.00  16.00 

es    69.00  69.00 

arda  131.48  181.49 

nd  express  91.74           91.74 

station  expenses   99.86           98.85 

eouB    129.93  44.66        174.69 

113,666.82  I  665.36  114,211.17 

CIBCUL&TION-HAIN  UBRASX-Adall 
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OIRCnLATION-HAIS  LIBBABT-CMMna'B 


FhUiMaphir 

Belicion 

Smlology 

PhUolocr 

Narararuiieiiee 

DMrnl  Mtta 

Pin*  art* 

Literetur*   

Tranl 

BioBrapby  

Blitotj 

Camnt  mafavaai 

Ohlldrao'i  Btorisa.... 
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96  3««;j30 
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CIHCULATION- 
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GBNHRAL   STATISTICS. 


No.  of  da7B  opoD,  357^.     (Sundays,  1:30  to  6:30  p.  m.) 

No.  of  SimdajB  open.  63, 

Avsrage  dollr  Issue,  483.    Increase,  67. 

Averase  secnlar  dally  Issue,  G48.     Increase,  72. 

Average  Sunday  Issue,  114.    Increase,  43. 

I..argeflt  issue  In  one  day   (not  Inc.  supplementary  reading)   Marcb  24, 

1S06,  1006. 
Smallest  Issue  In  one  day,  Dec.  21,  1904,  217. 
LATgest  iBBue  on  Sunday,  March  18,  1906,  201. 

Largest  Issue  In   one  month,    March   1906,    19,318.    Increase,   2,618. 
Smallest  Issue  In  one  month,  September,  1906,  10,980.    Increase,  1,256. 
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DONORS  AND  DONATION. 


AtwUI  and  Hyatt. 

Beale,  Prof.  F,  F. 

Bartlett,  Mrs.  Herscbel,  oil  pBtntlng. 

Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bullard,  Rev.  Heni-j'. 

Burnham,  Burt,   and   one   sub.   to   magulDB. 

Boyden,  Mrs.  E. 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  New  York. 

Canada — Minister  of  Agriculture. 

Casbmere,  J.  H..  Denver,  Col. 

Cochron,  Hra.  G.  F.  (UapB.) 

Dyer,  Hra.  W.  F. 

D.  A.  R.,  St.  JoMpb  chapter,  aod  ntt.  to  n 

Bducatlonal  Pub  Co.,  Boston,  Hasa. 

Esplng,  Mrs.  O.  V. 

Flegttibaaia,  Mlaa  Uut- 

Falkerson,  Hon.  F.  B. 

Ooldlns,  Mrs.  L.  T.  (Portraits  ol  tbe  p 

Griffls,  Rev.  W.  B.,  Ittaaca,  N.  T. 
Hawks,  Miss  Hary. 

Holman,  F. 

Hun,  Fr«nk. 

I.   O.   B.  B.,  Joseph  Chapter  No.  73. 

Jewish  publication  society  of  America. 

Loring,  James   M.,   St,   Louia,   Mo. 

McBrlde,  R.  O. 

McDougal.  Judge  H.  C  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Massey,  Mrs.  C.  M. 

Mayer,  E, 

Meyer,  Mrs.  S. 

Michel,  John. 

Missouri  Bureau  of  geology  and  mines.  Rolls,  I 
Missouri   Building   Association   Dept 

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel,  sub.  to  magazlaes. 

Moss,   Mrs.   J.   B. 

Nave,  Mrs.  Minnie  H. 

Newcomb.  H.  T.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

News-Press. 

Owens,  Miss  I.ueila  Agnes. 

Peace  congress,  Boston,  Mass. 

Powers,  Mrs. 

Robins,  Earle  L. 

Rodea,  C.  B..  Chicago,  111. 

St.  Sosepb,  C\t7  ot. 
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School  district  of  St.  Joseph. 

Schwab, '  Rev.  Isaac. 

Senter,  Miss  Lulu  C. 

Smith,  Mrs.  M.  B.  and  Cotton,  S.  E.,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

Smythe,  Mrs.  R.  M.,  N.  T. 

Stewart,  Arthur  A,  cut  of  building. 

Swanger,  Hon.  John  E.,  Jefferson  City,  Mo. 

Thomas,  Mrs.  Roscoe. 

U.  S. — Bureau  of  labor  statistics. 

U.  S. — ^Public  documents  office  and  departments. 

(Maps) 
39  ...  ...        University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  111. 

Watch  tower  Bible  &  Tract  society,  sob.  to  2 

mags. 
70  200  ...        Weakley,  A.  B.,  Moorehead,  Kan. 

1  ...  6       Westminster  college,  Fulton,  Mo. 

2  ...  ...        Wheeler,  W.  W. 

1  ...        Wilson,  H.  W.  Pub.  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

2  ...  2        Wright,  Mrs.  Purd  B. 

UBRART  EXCHANGES. 

(Including  Reports  or  Bulletins,  or  both.) 

Allegheny    (Pa.)    public  library. 

Atlanta  (Cra.)  Carnegie  library. 

Bradford  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 

Brooklsm  (N.  Y.)  public  library. 

Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  public  library. 

Carthage  (Mo.)  free  public  library. 

Carlisle  (Pa.)  J.  Herman  Bosler  library. 

Cedar  Rapids  (la.)  public  library. 

Cliicago  (111.)  public  library. 

Cleveland  (O.)  public  library. 

Crerar  library,  Chicago,  111. 

Davenport  (la.)  public  library. 

Dayton  (O.)  public  library. 

Decatur  (111.)  public  library. 

Detroit  (Mich.)  public  library. 

Dubuque  (la.)  public  library. 

Duluth  (la.)  public  library. 

El  Paso  (Tex.)  public  library. 

Erie  (Pa.)  public  library. 

Ehranston  (111.)  public  library. 

Galveston  (Tex.)  Rosenberg  library. 

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  public  library. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  public  library. 

Haverhill  (Mass.)  public  library.  - 
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Helena  (Hoot)  public  library. 
Hoboken  (N.  J.)  public  librej?- 
lowa  Llbrarj'  CommissloD,  Des  Molaes,  Iowa. 
Jersey  City  (N.  J.)   public  library. 
Kaneas  City  (Mo.)  public  library- 
KaneaA  State  Utstorical  society,  Topeka,  Kan. 
Lawreuce  (Kan.)  public  library. 
L.awrence  (Maaa.)  public  library. 
Lexington   (Kyj   public  library. 
Lexington   CMaee.)  public  library. 
Lincoln   (Neb.)  public  library- 
LOB  Angelea  (Cal.)  public  library. 
LoulBville  (Ky.)  public  library. 
Lowell  (Maes.)  public  library. 
Mercantile  library,  Bt.  Louis,  Mo. 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  library,  N.  T. 
Milton  (Mass.)   public  library, 
Milwaukee  (Wis.)   public  library. 
Minnesota  library  coramiBBlon,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Naslivllle   (Tenn.)    Carnegie  library. 
Newark  (N.  J.)  public  Ubrary. 
Nebraska  library  commission,  Unooln.  Neb. 
New  Haven  (Conn.)  public  library. 
New  York  (N.  T.)  pubUo  library. 
Omaha  (Neb.)  public  library. 
Oregon  library  commlsaion,  Salem,  Ore. 
Ottumwa  (la.)  public  library. 
Pateraon  (N.  J.)  public  library. 
Peabody  InBtitute,  Danvere,  Mass. 
Peoria  (III.)  public  library. 
Philadelphia  library  Co..  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburg   (Pa.)    public   library. 
Pratt  Institute  library,  Broolilyn,  N.  T. 
Providence   (R,  I.)  public  library. 
Quincy   (111.)   public  library. 
Reading    (Pa.)    public  library. 
Rockford  (HI.)  public  library. 
St.  LouiB  (Mo.)  public  library. 
San  FranclBco   (Cal.)   public  library. 
Scranton  (Pa.)   public  library. 
Sedalia  (Mo.)  public  library. 
Syracuse   (N.  Y.)    public  library. 
Tacoma  (Wash.)  public  library. 
Toronto  (Ont.)  public  library. 
Washington  (D.  C.)  public  library. 

Western,  reserve  university  library  school,  CleTeland,  O. 
WestmlDster  college  library,  Fulton,  Mo. 
Wlaconetn  library  commlsaion,  UKdVaou,  ■^\8. 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 


ADMINISTRATION  COMBHTTEB. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Qentlemen:  In  the  year  Just  closed  few  changes  occurred  in 
the  personnel  of  the  library  stafP.  Miss  Senter,  librarian  in  charge  of 
Carnegie  branch,  reported  ill  in  the  last  report  of  this  committee  and 
absent  on  leave,  returned  to  her  duty  early  last  fall.  Miss  Lillian  C.  Kerr 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  in  September  to  attend  the  Drexel  Institute, 
Philadelphia*  library  school,  her  place  being  filled  temporarily  by  Miss 
Hilda  K.  White,  of  the  Illinois  library  school.  Miss  Kerr  will  return  to 
this  library  during  the  summer,  and  Miss  White  will  take  a  second  year 
in  the  library  school.  The  only  other  changes  in  the  library  staff  were 
confined  to  the  messenger  force,  reported  as  they  occurred. 

As  anticipated  in  the  last  report,  it  was  found  necessary  to  provide 
additional  help  in  the  library,  the  substitutes  being  used  for  extra  hours 
In  both  departments.  Increased  use  of  the  children's  department  was 
as  marked  as  the  year  before,  and  if  this  continues  additional  time  will 
be  required  on  the  part  of  the  substitutes,  possibly  requiring  full  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P.  CARGILL, 
JOHN  MICHEL, 
JAS.  H.  McCORD, 
Administration  Committee. 
St  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1906. 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  The  statement  submitted  by  the  Treasurer  has 
been  examined,  and  your  committee  reports  that  it  shows  the  financial 
transactions  of  tha  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  check- 
ing with  the  books  of  the  city  auditor. 

The  city  apportionment  for  library  purposes  for  the  year  was 
113,200,  $10,700  for  the  main  library  and  $2,500  for  Carnegie  branch. 
A  claim  for  a  balance  of  $70.40  made  by  this  committee  last  year  was 
allowed,  a^d  a  supplementary  apportionment  by  the  council  placed  in 
the  fund  for  the  main  library  $151.82  additional  and  for  Carnegie  branch 
$32.60.  Total  library  fund  from  the  city,  therefore,  was  $13,455.82. 
To  this  was  added  $100  from  the  special  fund,  credited  to  the  main 
library  account  Total  expenditures  through  the  city  to  the  account 
of  the  library  therefore  aggregated  $18,555.82;  through  the  special 
library  account,  $655.35;  or  a  grand  total  through  all  departments  ot 
914;311.17. 


ilMMIM 
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In  Tlflw  of  the  fact  that  there  bad  been  no  Increase  In  the  llbrarr 
apportlonmant  for  two  years,  an  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year's  needs 
vas  anbmltted,  calling  tor  a  total  of  J 16, 500— (12.500  for  the  main  llbrarr 
and  |3,000  tor  Cam^e  branch.  These  amounts  were  Included  Id  the 
general  apportionment  ordinance  Introduced  before  the  Common  Council. 
and  at  the  meetim:  of  that  body  April  30,  were  allowed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.   A.   PFBIFFBR, 
C.  P.  CARGILL. 
JOHN   MICHEL, 

Finance  Committee. 
St  Joaeph,  Ho^  Hay  1,  1906. 


LIBRART   COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Dtrdctors  of  the  Free  Public  Librarr. 

Gentlemen:  While  the  growth  of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  year 
Jnat  cloaed  Is  not  ao  large  as  the  year  before.  It  Ib  pleasing  to  note  that 
one  of  the  principal  cansea  for  this  was  Its  Increased  use  la  all  depart- 
ments. The  iDTentdTy  Just  comDieted  shows  that  the  library  proper 
contains  33,864  volumes;  school  collection,  4.167  addiUonal.  The  In- 
creaae  in  the  number  of  Tolumes  Issued  was  24.071.  Following  a  slightly 
larger  Increase  of  the  year  before,  more  books  were  i\orn  out  and  the 
bindery  and  clerical  expense  was  proportionately  larger.  Mora  Tolanies 
In  the  best  binding  obtaluable  were  purchased  than  heretofore,  which, 
while  It  makes  the  coat  per  volume  somewhat  larger,  will  reduce  tntnn 
binding  expenae. 

All  purchases  were  made  under  rules  governing  the  committee. 

Uae  of  the  children's  departments  was  somewhat  notable,  the  toI- 
umes  in  the  children's  rooms  at  the  main  building  being  laaned  on  aa 
arerage  of  nearly  once  a  month.  At  the  branch  the  STerage  Issue  was 
seven  times.  Both  departments  are  sadly  In  need  of  additional  volumes. 
and  It  is  hoped  to  greatly  relieve  this  condition  during  the  coming  year. 

Work  with  the  schools  is  advancing  steadily,  and  with  this  aa  a 
potent  lever,  children's  use  of  the  library  Is  rapidly  becoming  one  ol 
its  leading  features,  39.8  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  volumea  isaued 
for  home  use  being  thus  credited.  As  heretofore,  this  work  Is  heartUj 
supported  by  the  school  officials  and  teachers. 

In  the  reference  department  important  additions  have  been  made. 
In  the  periodical  section,  in  addition  to  filling  In  a  number  of  small  vac- 
ancies In  sets,  the  following  were  completed:  American  journal  of 
sociology,  Cassier's  magazine,  Education,  Musical  record.  Nation,  and 
Poet  lore. 

The  library  was  fortunnte  in  securing  at  greatly  reduced  prices, 
Reed'e  Modern  eloquence,  I5v.;  TVaaoV*  lAie  at  Orf«\..  'l-i.  v^xn&dalBC 
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the  reproduction  of  the  famous  pictures);  Thomas,  ed.,  Famous  com- 
posers and  their  music,  IGv.;  the  more  popular  volumes  of  the  Inter- 
national library  of  technology;  and  a  number  of  less  important  but 
equally  useful  volumes. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  cannot  refrain  from  calling  attention 
to  the  steady  increase  in  donations  by  friends  of  the  library,  as  shown 
by  the  list  in  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.    K.    WHITE, 
JAS.  H.  McCORD, 
J.  W.  ATWILL. 

Library  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo..  May  1,  1906 


BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  All  expenditures  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  committee  may  be  seen  under  appropriate  headings  in  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer.  These  have  been  reported  to  the  Board,  and  all  ex- 
penditures other  than  of  a  minor  nature  were  made  by  your  authority. 

A  serious  effort  was  made  during  the  past  year  to  get  walks  laid 
throughout  the  grounds.  Tour  committee  cooperated  with  the  Park 
Commissioners,  with  the  authority  of  the  Board,  but  lack  of  means  in 
the  Commission's  department  prevented.  The  balance  of  the  donation 
of  Mr.  Carnegie,  $193.26,  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  treasurer,  was  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Commission,  for  these  walks,  but  as  sufficient 
money  was  not  available  to  complete  the  work,  it  was  laid  over  until  this 
year.    It  is  hoped  that  this  necessary  work  will  not  be  delayed  longer. 

Proposed  changes  and  additions  to  the  stack  were  submitted  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  School  District  of  St.  Joseph,  and  an  allowance  was 
provided  for  these  in  the  proposed  issue  of  bonds  at  the  recent  election, 
when  no  election  was  declared.  The  children's  room  is  in  a  most  con- 
gested condition,  but  it  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement  may  be  made 
that  will  permit  of  relief  being  afforded  in  advance  of  another  election. 

Additional  book  stacks  are  becoming  a  crying  necessity,  and  some 
means  will  have  to  be  devised  to  care  for  the  normal  growth  of  the 
library,  if  the  proposed  bond  issue  is  again  submitted  and  defeated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL   MORTON, 
W.   E.   WARRICK. 
HENRY  BULLARD. 
Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1906 
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President's  Letter  Transmitting  Reports. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St,  Joseph,  Hm 
Gentlemen:  I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  tie 
City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  composed  of  the  reports  of  the  officers,  comiuittces 
and  librarian,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  TO,  IflW. 

These  reports  give  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  library  in  every  de- 
partment, and  indicate  for  the  period  named  the  usual  activity,  with  results 
corresponding  with  those  of  former  years. 

Consequent  upon  the  increase  of  revenues  as  the  result  of  a  larger  assess- 
ment upon  which  to  base  the  library  tax.  growth  of  the  librarj'  was  greater 
than  for  some  years.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this  opportunity  to  broaden 
the  work  of  the  institution,  especially  along  industrial  lines,  with  results 
gratifying  to  all  interested.     All  departments  of  the  library  show  an  in- 


Thc  new  room  for  children,  provided  at  the  expense  (with  the  exception 
of  floor  covering)  of  the  school  district,  is  attractive  and  duly  appreciated 
by  the  younger  generation,  as  is  shown  by  its  use.  The  success  of  the  school 
bond  proposition  at  the  fall  election,  carrying  as  it  did  provision  for  doubling 
the  shelf  capacity  of  the  hbrary.  and  for  which  a  contract  has  been  let. 
solves  a  troublous  problem  and  clears  the  way  for  caring  for  growth  in 
number  of  volumes  for  some  years  to  come. 

While  the  normal  grott-th  of  the  city  will  in  all  probability  provide 
suflScient  revenues  for  the  current  requirements  of  the  library,  even  under 
existing  laws,  the  librarian  voices  a  serious  need  when  he  calls  attention  to 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  books  with  which  the  library  is  expected 
to  meet  the  book  requirements  of  a  large  population.  The  problem  is  one 
worthy  due  consideration  on  your  part,  as  well  as  that  of  every  interested 
citizen  of  St,  Joseph, 

Calling  attention  to  the  reports  herewith,  and  asking  for  them  careful 
perusal,  as  well  as  frequent  examinations  of  the  library.  I  am, 
Yours  truly, 

J,  W,  ATWILL,  Pbbsiubnt, 

St,  Joseph,  Mo,,  May  ],  1907. 


Report  of  the  Treasurer. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. : 

Gentlemen:  llie  statement  in  connection  herewith  shows  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1907, 
as  required  by  your  by-laws. 

Apportionments  for  the  library  and  branch  aggregated  $15,500 — 
$12,500  for  the  main  library  and  $3,000  for  Carnegie  branch.  Credits  to 
both  accounts  were  somewhat  in  excess  of  these  figures,  as  ^  ill  be  seen  by 
the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

As  heretofore,  the  statement  includes  the  special  fund  account,  the 
petty  cash  received  and  expenditures  made  at  the  library.  Collections 
to  the  credit  of  this  account  are  from  the  duplicate  collection,  penalties 
on  over  due  books,  books  lost  and  paid  for,  catalogs  and  supplements  sold, 
and  miscellaneous  sources.  All  expenditures  at  the  library  from  this  account 
by  the  librarian  are  reported  to  the  Library  Board  at  the  monthly  meetings 
and  approved. 

As  directed  by  the  By-Laws,  expenditures  through  the  city  depart- 
ments are  accounted  for  in  detail,  on  duplicate  vouchers,  approved  by  not 
less  than  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  certified  by  the 
President  after  being  allowed  by  the  Board.  Originals  of  all  vouchers 
ai«  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  city  auditor,  the  duplicates  being  retained 
in  the  office  of  the  Ubrarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEFIFER,  Treasurer. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1907. 
STATE  OF  MISSOURI,   )    , 
County    of    Buchanan.    ) 

Before  me,  Joseph  C.  Hedenberg,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  in  his  report  are  true  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  8th  day  of  May,  1907. 

My  commission  expires  November  8th,  1909. 

(SEAL)  JOSEPH  C.  HEDENBERG, 

Notary  Public. 


Kain  Wbtaxj — GeoBral  Account. 

Receipts. 

From  city  apportionment $12,500.00 

Balance  from  sup,  apportionment,  1905-06 114.53 

Transferred  to  library  account 6.13 

Deposit  by  Board  Treasurer  from  special  fund 500.00    {13,120.6! 


Disbursements. 

By  general  warrant  on  city  treasuerer; 

Book  account— Books t  3,248.68 

Periodicals 331 .58 

Binding 1.286.34     $    4,866.58 

Salaries,  librarian  and  assistants 6,370.02 

Printing  and  Stationery 200.40 

Portage 40.00 

Heat  and  engineer 450.89 

Janitors 450.00 

Insurance,  books 121 .00 

Cards 77.50 

Telephones 42.00 

Furniture 236 .60 

Miscellaneous 365.09 


Special  Fund  Account. 

Brought  forward  in  hands  Board  Treasurer (  355.48 

Brought  forward  in  hands  Librarian [21 .28 

Received  from  duplicate  collection 290.70 

Penalties 727 .  32 

Catalogs 5.20 

Supplements ?  5.95 

Miscellaneous  sources 129- 15 


DIstmrsements. 

posited  in  Gen*l  fund,  by  Board  Treas.  $      500 .  00 

id  Special  Warrant  No.  2,  periodicals  366 .  90 
•-  librarian: 

Frieght  and  express $  80 .  72 

Postage 34 . 1 1 

Stationery 35 .05 

Delivery  station  expenses 83 .  60 

Miscellaneous 72.58     $      306.06 

ilances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 343 .58 

In  hands  Librarian 18.54            362.12     $1,535.08 


Recapitulation. 

Receipts. 

om  city  apportionment,  etc $12,620.68 

Specialfund. 1,535.08     $14,156.76 


Disbursements. 

y  vouchers  on  city  treasurer,  general  fund $13,120.68 

y  vouchers  on  special  fund,  periodicals 366 .  90 

y  librarian 306.06 

Eilances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 343 .58 

In  hands  Librarian. 18.64      $14,156.76 


Carnegie  Branch. 
Receipts. 

rom  city  apportionment,  1 906-1 907 $  3,000 .00 

alance  from  supplementary  apportionment 6 .  26     $   3,006 .  26 


Disbursements. 

ook  account : 

Books $  648.02 

Periodicals 106.95 

Binding 190.48     $       945.45 

alaries  assistants  in  charge 1 ,021 .  50     . 

uel 115.05 

initor 567.50 

umiture 39.00 

rinting  and  stationery 24 .  20 

elephone 30.00 

lectric  light 54.90 

building  repairs 29.51 

iiscellaneous 179.15     $   3,006.26 


General  Recapitul&tioa. 
Total  SeceiptE. 

Main  library,  penei-alf'ind $12,620.68 

Sp'.  ialfund 1.536,08 

Carnegie  library 3.006 ,26     «17.16!.(E 

Total  DisbuTseinents. 

Main  library,  general  fund $13,120.68 

Special  fund 672.96 

Carnegie  branch 3,006,36 

Balances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 343.58 

In  hands  Librarian IS. 54     $17,162,03 


CARNEGIE  BRANCH  BUILDING  FUND. 
RecelptB. 

Received  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie $25,000  00 

Disbursements. 

Forbuilding,  furniture,  equipment 824,806,74 

Balance  on  hand,  reserved  for  completing  walk  (not 

built  on  account  of  filled  ground 193,26     $25.000. 00 


Report  of  the  Librarian. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  is  presented  the  report  of  the  librarian  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1907.  It  covers  the  seventeenth  year  of  the 
library's  existence. 

The  most  notable  progress  of  the  year  was  the  number  of  volumes 
added;  the  increase  in  circulation;  the  response  to  efforts  to  induce  a  more 
extensive  use  of  books  relating  to  industrial  trades,  and  expansion  in  work 
with  children.  The  increase  in  library  revenues  made  it  possible  to  broaden 
somewhat  library  activities.  The  new  room  for  children,  with  its  additional 
space  and  extra  help  in  the  busiest  periods,  permitted  more  and  better 
work  with  young  people  than  heretofore. 

Contents  of  Library,  Growth,  Etc. 

The  library  proper  contains  38,210  volumes,  the  net  increase  for  the  year 
being  4,136.  In  addition,  the  supplementary  reading  collection  of  the  school 
district  (cared  for  by  the  library)  consists  of  6,748  volumes,  net  additions 
being  1,579,  total  net  additions  under  control  of  library,  5,715.  Total 
number  of  volumes  cared  for  by  the  library,  45,967. 

It  is  deemed  not  inappropriate  to  say  that  the  library  is  too  small  for 
the  number  of  people  it  is  expected  to  serve.  It  has  not  a  sufficient  number 
of  books,  and,  without  them,  cannot  hope  to  fill  the  field  open  to  it.  As 
a  result  its  work  has  never  been  such  as  to  give  complete  satisfaction  in  any 
regard,  either  to  those  who  use  it  or  to  those  in  charge.  Of  the  38,219 
volumes  used  in  regular  Ubrary  work,  9,967,  or  26  per  cent,  are  in  the  ref- 
erence department,  10,712,  or  28  per  cent,  are  fiction  and  children's  stories, 
leaving  17,552  volumes,  or  45  per  cent,  in  two  buildings,  to  cover  every  form 
of  human  interest  and  knowledge  for  a  population  estimated  by  the  Bureau 
of  Commerce  and  Labor  at  115,000.  This  is  the  result  of  insufficient  funds. 
Every  Library  Board  has  recognized  the  need  for  books,  and  restricted 
expenditures  in  every  direction  so  that  the  book  fund  might  be  kept  as  large 
as  possible.  The  council,  in  the  matter  of  funds,  in  later  years,  has  been  fair 
to  the  library  under  the  law.  That,  however,  has  not  answered  its  needs. 
It  should  have  now  not  less  than  twice  as  many  volumes  as  it  possesses. 
An  investment  of  $25,000  at  this  time  would  place  it  in  position  to  do  work 
creditable  alike  to  the  city  and  to  all  concerned.  Other  places  have  citizens 
who  met  just  such  contingencies  as  this,  and  hopes  are  not  yet  abandoned 
that  St.  Joseph  will  find  some  one  who  will  come  to  the  relief  of  this  institu- 
tion with  a  library  gift  for  the  immediate  purchase  of  booKs,  or  as  an  en- 
dowment, the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  the  book  fund. 

The  inventory,  just  completed,  disclosed  85  volumes  missing,  31  more 
than  were  tmaccounted  for  one  year  ago.     Of  the  54  then  not  found,  8  volumes 
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have  since  been  returned,  roaldng  s  tottd  of  4fi  which  vkeie  evidently  stofeo. 

Of  Ihe  \  ohimes  missing  this  year,  78  are  charged  to  the  main  library,  25  bring 
from  tile  young  peoples'  library;  7  to  Carnegie  branch,  of  which  2  were 
charged  to  the  children's  section.  Twenty-four  volumes  missing  are  from 
the  SOO  class,  8  being  in  drama— Isben.  Shaw,  Phillips,  etc.  The  idea  is 
prevalent  in  the  library  that  the  most  of  this  thieving  is  committed  by  non- 
residents. In  the  mailer  of  dollars  and  cents  the  loss  is  inconsequential 
as  compared  with  the  vahie  and  pleasure  of  open  shelves,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  saving  effected  by  permitting  patrons  to  wait  upon  themselves 
Continued  losses,  however  petty,  are  none  lh»  less  aggravating,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  missing  is  to  be  deplored.  The  only 
remedy  suggested  is  increased  surveillance,  and  a  possible  restriction  ot 
use  of  library  to  residents  only,  a  ruling  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  not  be 

Circulation  and  Library  Dse. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  133.715.  an  increase  of  10.4S4.  the 
details  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  tables  of  circulation  with  other  library 
sttttistics  accompanying,  and  a  part  of  this  report.  Fiction  comprised 
00 ,4  per  cent  of  the  total  circulation,  an  increase  of  .04  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year.  With  the  exception  of  Carnegie  branch. 
each  department  showed  a  slight  decrease  in  the  use  of  fiction,  an  itwrease 
at  the  branch  of  2  per  cent  offset  the  decrease,  ho^vever.  With  so  little 
change  in  the  total  percentage  column,  no  great  changes  occiurcd  in  any 
special  class  use.  Total  use  of  booKs  on  mechanical  lines,  wliile  still  com- 
paratively small,  showed  an  increase  of  27.4  per  cent,  the  result  of  a  very 
satisfactory  advertising  campaign  mentioned  elsewhere  Lii^'rature.  travel 
and  religion  were  the  only  classes  showing  an  actual  decrease  in  the  numbet 
of  volumes  issued.  Library  use  of  books  continues  to  grow,  although  as 
patrons  become  more  familiar,  with  the  classification,  fewer  volumes  are 
left  upon  the  tables.  The  adult  department  of  the  main  library  hardly  held 
its  own  in  the  matter  of  circulation.  The  new  room  for  the  young  peoples' 
library,  with  new  books,  and  other  attractions,  not  only  held  the  young 
people  longer  than  heretofore,  but  drew  back  to  it  many  who  had  felt  that 
they  had  graduated  therefrom  the  year  before. 

Increased  attention  having  been  given  in  laler  years  to  building  up 
certain  divisions  of  fine  and  useful  arts,  without  proportionate  increase 
in  their  use,  efforts  were  made  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  to  effect 
a  change.  The  list  ot  books  prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Society  for 
Promotion  of  Engineering  Education,  was  first  carefully  checked,  and  some 
purchases  made  therefrom;  in  addition,  a  careful  selection  was  made  of 
titles  relating  to  subjects  of  special  interest  to  workers  in  the  industries  of 
St.  Joseph,  including  electricity,  woodworking,  foundry  work,  cement  uid 
concrete,  wool  and  weaving,  producer  gas,  natural  gas  and  its  use,  window 
trimming,  etc,  A  special  edition  of  1000  copies  of  the  bulletin  for  October, 
showing  some  of  the  new  titles,  was  issued  and  copies  mailed  to  every  sIk^ 
in  the  city,  as  well  as  to  many  individual  addresses.  Results  were  unsatit- 
factory.  In  the  latter  part  of  January  select  lists  of  titles  on  given  sul^ectl 
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were  prepared,  one  of  which  was  published  each  day  in  the  News-Press 
newspaper  for  one  month.  The  first  list  was  of  books  relating  to  automo- 
biles, their  care,  management,  repair,  etc.  The  use  of  these  more  than 
doubled  at  once.  Each  day  the  newspaper  announced  the  list  to  be  given 
the  ensuing  day.  Following  the  automobile  list  was  one  on  cement,  con- 
crete, concrete-steel,  etc.  While  the  books  in  the  library  on  these  subjects 
were  not  numerous,  from  force  of  circumstances,  they  were  the  best  to  be 
had.  Within  48  hours  after  the  appearance  of  the  list  not  a  single  volume 
was  left  upon  the  shelves,  and  inquiries  for  the  books  grew  in  steadily  in- 
creasing numbers.  The  better  or  more  useful  books  were  duplicated, 
other  titles  were  added  as  quickly  as  possible  and  as  funds  would  permit, 
and  this  department  is  now  one  of  the  most  popular  in  the  library.  With 
few  exceptions,  each  of  the  30  lists  published  brought  new  patrons  to  the 
library.  Least  satisfactory  was  the  use  of  books  on  iron,  steel  and  foundry 
work.  In  an  effort  to  ascertain  the  cause  for  this,  a  traveling  library  has 
just  been  made  up  and  placed  in  a  foundry.  It  is  the  intention  to  send  it 
from  one  foundry  to  another,  following  it  with  personal  interviews  with 
the  men  who  have  used  the  books  in  an  attempt  to  get  them  to  use  the 
library.  Another  traveling  library  is  being  prepared  which  will  soon  start 
the  rounds  of  certain  large  machine  shops. 

Being  fairly  in  touch  with  the  younger  generation,  and  having  reason- 
ably well  under  way  the  idea  of  fixing  upon  them  the  reading  and  study 
habit,  no  better  work  is  open  to  the  library,  in  the  opinion  of  this  writer, 
than  that  of  encouraging  mechanics — especially  the  younger  shop-trained 
men — in  any  line  to  become,  through  their  own  efforts  in  study  and  the 
right  use  of  their  brains  and  time,  better  workmen,  capable  of  doing  the 
best  work,  with  the  consequent  increase  in  wage-earning  power.  It  may, 
in  all  fairness,  be  claimed  to  mean  not  only  a  better  and  broader  life  for  them, 
but  infinitely  more  to  their  families  in  enlarged  opportunities  for  education 
and  the  things  which  count,  and  therefore  well  worth  while.  To  do  a  portion 
of  this  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  relax  in  any  way  efforts  in  other  legiti- 
mate branches  of  library  work. 

Recristration. 

A  gain  of  393  in  the  number  of  card  holders  is  shown,  the  total  now 
being  8,252.  From  the  total  registration  all  cards  canceled  are  deducted. 
Actual  cards  outstanding  number  11,484. 

Work  With  Children. 

Work  with  children  continues  to  occupy  a  leading  place  in  library  ac- 
tivities. The  old  quarters  becoming  too  small,  as  reported  last  year,  on 
application  the  school  district  provided  a  new  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
library  building,  containing  twice  as  much  floor  space  as  the  old.  The 
new  room  was  fitted  with  washstand,  furnished  with  new  bookcases  of  oak, 
and  the  walls  were  tastefully  decorated,  all  at  the  expense  of  the  district. 
Among  the  pictures  hung  were  the  following  reproductions:  Round  Table 
of  King  Arthur,  Abbey;  Madonna  of  the  Chair,  RaplL'el;Hiawatha,  Taylor; 
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Little  Fortune  Tellers,  Reynolds,  presented  by  Mrs.  A.  L,  Bartlett:  Beion 
the  Battle,  Brush,  presented  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Moss;  Choir  Boys,  etching  by 
Spiegle,  presented  by  Mrs.  Minnie  Nave ;  George  Washington.  Sleaail 
In  shelving  the  books,  children's  stories  were  placed  on  tlie  twotopshetves, 
class  books  being  placed  underneath.  This  idea  was  adopted  from  East 
Orange,  N.  J.,  and  has  been  successful,  in  that  it  prevents  congestion  at 
given  places  and  encourages  children  to  the  use  of  boons  other  than  stories, 
through  bringing  the  other  titles  constantly  before  the  eyes  of  the  readers 
For  the  "littlest  ones"  a  special  department  was  created,  tlieir  books  being 
shelved  in  a  special  alcove.  It  is  a  deligiit  to  witness  the  pleasure  they  take 
in  selecting  their  own  books.  As  opening  attractions,  a  number  of  new 
books  had  been  obtained,  and  an  experiment  was  made  with  1600  stereo- 
scopic views  with  holders,  and  a  number  of  dissected  maps  of  different 
countries.  Results  have  proven  eminently  satisfactory.  The  views, 
especially,  have  been  an  endless  source  of  pleasure  and  instruction  to  the 
childreo.  Teachers  and  motliers  came  in  such  numbers  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  rule  that  "grown-ups"  were  not  permitted  use  of  the  stereos 
when  there  were  unserved  applicants  among  the  children.  The  views  pur- 
chased were  chosen  with  special  reference  to  their  value  as  aids  in  the  study 
of  geography,  showing  the  people,  their  customs  and  industries,  with  inter- 
esting views  in  different  countries. 

From  the  children's  library,  main  buildii^,  52,030  volumes  were  issued, 
an  increase  of  6,082,  or  13  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The  number 
of  volumes  in  the  circulation  dejiartment  of  this  room  at  this  time  is  4.88S, 

Circulation  of  children's  books  at  Carnegie  branch  (hereafter  more 
fully  treated  under  branch  work)  was  8,30!).  To  this  total  of  60.399.  issued 
to  children  from  the  library  department  proper,  is  added  the  number  <ii 
books  issued  through  the  schools,  17.944.  making  a  grand  total  of  78.283 
volumes — 12  per  cent  of  entire  use  of  library — as  representing  children's  use. 

Miss  McCoy,  children's  hbrarian  at  the  main  library,  reports  especially 
satisfactory  work  with  illustrated  bulletins,  the  endeavor  being  to  have  not 
less  than  two  bulletins  of  importance  each  month,  not  neglecting  the  usual 
birthday  celebrations,  minor  events  and  things  of  local  interest — as  for 
instance,  the  horse,  dog  and  poultry  shows.  The  bulletins  creating  the 
greatest  interest  were  (1)  devoted  to  the  Eskimos  and  (2)  the  Kempton- 
Wacc  set  of  .'JO  photographs,  representing  Hiawatha,  as  presented  by  the 
Indians.  The  Hiawatha  pictures  will  be  loaned  to  several  schools  next  fall 
to  be  used  «ith  sets  of  Longfellow's  Hiawatha  from  the  supplementary 
reading  collection. 

At  the  request  of  the  supervisor  of  primary  grades  of  the  public  schools. 
lists  of  titles  were  made  on  the  following  subjects,  and  sent  by  the  school 
authorities  to  teachers  as  a  part  of  the  regular  school  reading  course:  First 
grade.  Life  in  the  desert,  Arabia, ostriches,  camels;  second  grade.  Switzerland; 
third  grade,  farm  life,  China,  silk  worms,  tea.  Lists  for  other  grades  in- 
cluded North  America,  Revolutionary  War,  Xumerous  lists  were  made 
tor  the  debating  and  study  clubs  of  the  \'arious  schools  and  classes. 

Circulation  in  this  department  of  the  library  was  somewhat  curtailed 
by  the  closing  of  two  schools  for  a  portion  of  the  school  term 
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coDtagiotts  diseases,  all  card-holders  in  these  schools  being  suspended  from 
the  use  of  the  library.  At  the  present  time  one  four-room  school  is  on  the 
suspension  list. 

Library  and  School. 

To  the  school  collection  for  supplementary  reading,  a  net  increase  of 
1,579  volumes  was  made,  making  a  total  of  5,748  volumes,  furnished  at  the 
expense  of  the  school  district.  During  the  eight  months  the  use  of  these 
books  are  permitted  in  the  schools,  17,800  volumes  were  issued.  This  by 
no  means  represents  the  total  use  of  the  books.  Teachers  in  the  first  four 
grades  of  the  grammar  schools  are  permitted  to  take  one  book  for  each 
pupil  in  the  largest  reading  class;  while  those  in  grades  five  to  eight  are  al- 
lowed one-half  as  many  copies  of  books  as  there  are  pupils.  It  frequently  , 
happens  that  one  set  of  books  is  used  by  four  classes.  If  the  parents  of 
school  children  were  required  to  purchase  the  books  supplied  through  this 
collection,  it  would  require  an  expenditure  annually  on  their  part  greater 
in  the  aggregate  than  the  entire  cost  of  operating  the  library.  The  aim  of 
these  books  is  not  only  to  teach  the  child  to  read,  but  to  teach  it  to  want 
to  read  and  to  read  things  of  some  value — ^to  create  the  reading  habit  of 
the  right  sort.  Each  book  issued  through  the  schools  is  a  traveling  sign  for 
and  advocate  of  the  Ubrary. 

The  school  collection  is  cared  for  in  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  the 
young  peoples'  library,  and  is  open  three  days  a  week,  being  in  charge  of 
Miss  Knight.     Service  was  more  satisfactory  than  heretofore. 

Schools  tributary  to  Carnegie  branch  were  served  from  that  institution 
2,286  being  issued. 

Carnegie  Branch. 

Miss  SENTER. 

Extra  funds  provided  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  made  it  possible 
to  more  readily  meet  the  wants  of  patrons  than  heretofore.  The  addition 
of  high  school  classes  (formerly  attending  the  up-town  high  school)  to  the 
Benton  school,  necessitated  the  purchase  of  numerous  titles  for  which  there 
had  heretofore  been  little  demand.  That  these  purchases  and  work  with 
this  school  were  appreciated  by  teachers  and  pupils  alike  is  demonstrated 
by  the  showing  that  every  pupil  in  the  Benton  school  has  a  library  card 
and  uses  it.     This  can  be  said  of  no  other  school  in  the  city. 

The  branch  contains  5,564  volumes,  1,235  being  in  the  children's  library. 
Additions  for  the  year  were  1,756;  1,196  for  adults  and  560  for  children. 
The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  during  the  year  from  the  chil- 
dren's department  was  8,309,  against  6,105  issued  last  year.  From  the 
adult  department,  9,464  volumes  were  issued,  being  an  increase  of  1,553. 

Total  increase  in  library  use  was  3,507. 

May  22  it  was  deemed  wise  to  suspend  all  cards  belonging  to  pupils 
in  the  McKinley  and  Hosea  schools,  some  of  the  grades  having  been  previously 
closed  on  account  of  smallpox.  A  little  later  cards  were  suspended  from 
all  schools  of  this  suburb.  June  12th  there  were  203  cards  being  held  at  the 
libriry.     As  a  result,  the  use  of  books  for  home  reading  for  the  month  of  June 

13 


in  the  children's  department  decreased  to  less  than  one-half  aa  many  as  lit 
same  month  the  previous  j'eat.  Al!  cards  were  restored  to  holden  by- 
August  I  St.  when  circulation  began  to  increase 

Special  collections  created  to  meet  the  wants  of  this  section  of  the  cil7 
have  met  with  gratifying  use.  This  is  especially  true  of  books  relating  to 
the  packing  and  allied  industries.  Boots  and  periodicals  on  meat  and 
animal  inspection  and  refrigeration  are  in  constant  demand,  and  in  the 
government  examinations  successful  applicants  have  been  library  students. 
Gas  and  gas  engines,  and  cement  and  nood-morking  books  have  also  teen 
popular. 

The  various  activities  of  the  library,  including  club  work  with  adult: 
and  children,   continue  along  satisfactory  lines. 

Delivery  Stations. 

The  discontinuance  of  the  delivery  station  on  Frederick  Avenue  «» 
responsible  for  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  volumes  thus  issued.  Arrange- 
ments are  under  nay  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  station  on  the  Avenue 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  library.  Also  on  South  Sixth  and  South 
Eleventh  Streets,  and  in  the  Eastern  portion  of  the  city.  The  school  au- 
thorities are  in  position  and  are  willing  to  provide  rooms  for  branch  deposit 
libraries  in  various  outlying  portions  of  the  city,  and  it  is  a  cause  for  keenest 
regret  that  the  library  has  neither  the  books  nor  the  money  to  emptoy 
assistants  to  properly  occupy  a  held  capable  of  such  great  development. 
The  value  of  these  so-called  school  deposit  branches  are  beyond  question. 
Had  the  sum  asked  for  by  the  hbrary  board  from  the  council  been  granted, 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  recommend  the  establishment  this  fall  of  two 
such  branches- 
Cataloging  Depertment. 


On  account  of  the  larger  number  of  new  titles  added,  little  progress  was 
made  in  the  revision  of  the  card  catalog.  Including  5,631  printed  cards 
from  the  Librarv  of  Congress,  2..J0O  from  other  sources,  15.000  cards  were 
filed  in  the  different  catalogs. 

Reading  Room. 

A  steady  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reading  room  is  reported,  as  might 
be  expected  from  an  extension  of  the  list  of  periodicals  taken.  Titles  re- 
ceived regularly,  including  gifts,  now  number  217.  The  following  were 
added  since  last  report:  American  journal  of  psychology,  American  ma- 
chinist. Business  World,  Carpentry  and  building,  Concrete,  Elementary 
school  teacher,  Ice  and  refrigeration,  Iron  age.  Journal  of  American  history. 
Machinery.  Railway  age,  Technical  hterature.  Technical  world,  Theatre 
and  Western  musical  heiald,  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep  at  the  delivery 
desk  certain  art.  music,  and  some  of  the  finely  illustrated  magazines,  and 
require  that  they  be  asked  for,  to  prevent  mutilation  at  the  hands  of  vandals. 
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New  binders  provided  are  appreciated  by  the  patrons  and  preserve  the 
magazines. 

Reference  Work. 

MISS  PERRY. 

The  reference  department  has  always  been  given  the  first  place  in  point 
of  expansion,  other  departments  frequently  being  curtailed  in  order  that 
at  least  one  portion  of  the  library  might  the  more  nearly  do  the  work  it 
was  called  upon  to  do.  As  a  result  it  contains  9,967  volumes,  or  26  per  cent 
of  the  contents  of  the  library.  Of  these,  3,967  are  periodicals,  of  which 
527  were  added  during  the  year,  needed  sets  as  well  as  current  volumes. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  school  and  club  work,  a  large  number  of  special  hsts 
were  made  on  useful  arts;  a  special  list  on  interurban  railways  and  one  on 
cement.  A  list  of  100  good  novels  for  men  was  prepared  and  has  been  found 
useful.  The  new  bulletin  board  made  it  possible  to  attract  more  attention 
than  formerly  to  the  current  events  table.  In  this  work  the  topics  and  lists 
suggested  by  the  *' Independent '  *  were  found  helpful  and  very  useful. 
No  record  is  kept  of  library  use  of  books  other  than  a  mere  count  of  volumes 
left  upon  tables.     These  numbered  26,41 0. 

Local  History  Collection. 

A  number  of  additions  of  importance  made  to  the  collection  of  local 
historical  material  which  the  library  is  slowly  gathering,  include  the  com- 
plete records  of  the  organization  of  the  first  Sunday-school  in  St.  Joseph 
in  1844,  with  a  list  of  pupils  and  the  teachers,  and  a  photograph  of  the  build- 
ing occupied  later.  Also,  the  original  title  catalog  of  the  first  circulating 
library  organized  in  1845.  These  were  deposited  in  the  library  by  Dr.  Lee 
L.  McDonald.  A  paper  by  one  of  the  riders  of  the  Pony  Express  and  another 
in  relation  to  the  '  *  flag  incident  * '  in  thv.  early  days  of  the  war,  was  secured 
and  filed.  A  rather  interesting  collection  of  St.  Joseph  souvenir  post  cards, 
numbering  several  hundred,  has  been  made  and  will  be  added  to  from  time 
time.  A  copy  of  the  Missouri  Gazette,  St.  Louis,  for  July  26,  1803,  being 
volume  1,  number  3,  placed  between  panes  of  glass  and  framed,  was  hung  in 
the  reading  room  and  attracts  much  attention. 

New  Shelving. 

As  the  result  of  the  voting  of  bonds  for  school  buildings  and  other  pur- 
poses at  the  fall  election,  money  was  set  aside  by  the  school  district  for  an 
addition  to  the  shelving  in  the  stack  room  of  the  library.  In  March  the 
contract  for  this  work  was  let,  and  by  September  15th  it  is  promised  that 
the  problem  of  shelving  books  will  have  been  solved  for  some  years.  Other 
important  work  furnished  was  the  closing  with  art  glass  of  the  light  shaft 
in  the  rotunda,  while  still  other  is  in  contemplation.  It  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  school  district  and  library  board  are  different  organizations, 
although  representing  the  same  people.  The  co-operation  has  been  bene- 
ficial to  those  interested. 
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DntdiMte  Collection. 

To  the  duplicate  collectian  was  added  262  volumes,  at  a  cost  of  tZSS  67 
Receipts  from  rental  of  same  were  S2J)0.70.  There  remain  in  the  collectioa 
10(1  volumes.  204  having  been  transferred  to  the  free  collection. 

In  General. 

The  library  again  co-operated  with  th,;  Teach^irs'  Association  in  the 
lecture  course  of  Prof.  Vincent  of  the  University  of  Chicago  Extension  work, 
and  of  Prof.  Hill  of  the  University  of  Missouri. 

The  daily  newspapers  of  the  city  have  shown  great  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  library  by  publishing  many  columns  of  lists,  notes  and  general  librarv 
information,  furnished  from  this  office.  To  each  of  them  is  the  library 
indebted  for  two  copies  of  the  papers,  one  for  the  reading  room  and  one 
for  binding. 

Aside  from  the  bulletin,  no  other  publication  was  made  during  tit 
year.  Five  hundred  copies  of  the  list  of  1000  best  novels  were  purchased 
from  the  Piewark  Library  and  were  sold  at  cost. 

The  usual  table  of  statistics  and  lists  of  donors  accompany  this  report 
as  appendices. 

On  behalf  of  the  entire  staff,  advantage  is  taken  of  this  opportunity 
to  render  to  the  Board  of  Directors  sincere  appreciation  for  courle«es 
extended. 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT,  Libr^wW 

St.  Joseph,  Mo..  May  I,  llf)7, 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI,    [  ^^ 
County  of  Buchanan,      \ 

Before  me.  H.  H.  Smith,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  aforessiil. 
personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
of  the  Citv  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures 
submitted  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 
My  commission  expires  Oct,  29,  1909, 

HARRY  H,  SMITH. 
(SKAL)  Notary  Public, 


I— Library  Statistics. 

Book  Account. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  30, 1906 33  864 

Additions  for  fiscal  year : 

By  purchase 3,554 

By  transfer  from  duplicate  collection 204 

By  periodicals  bound 557 

By  donations 591        4,906 

Withdrawals : 

Worn  out,  burned,  etc 641 

Lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for. 62 

Lost  and  not  paid  for 21 

Unaccounted  for  (missing  at  inventory) 46  770 

Net  increase  in  regular  library  department 4,136 

Duplicate  collection,  not  heretofore  reported : 

In  collection  May  1, 1906 164 

Added  by  pxirchase 262  426 

Disposition : 

Transferred  to  regular  collection 204 

Lost 2 

Burned 1  207 

Number  volumes  in  collection  April  30, 1907 219 

Number  of  volumes  now  in  the  Library  proper 38,21 9 

School  District  Department. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  30, 1 906 4,1 69 

Additions  for  fiscal  year 1 ,843 

Withdrawals . 

Worn  out,  lost  and  paid  for 87 

Transferred  to  schools 177  264 

Net  increase  for  the  year 1 ,579 

Number  of  volumes  in  school  collection 5,748 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  librarv,  librarv  and 

school  collections 43,967 

Accessions  and  Withdrawals  Classified. 

Class  Accessic«ns  Withdrawals  Net  Ga-n 

General 109  9  100 

Philosoph} 47  1  46 

Religion 98  4  94 
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Sociology  (inc.  pub.  docs.) 481  4                 4TT 

Language 60  2                  .58 

Natural  science 224  13                    211 

Usefulans 218  4                    214 

FinearU 146  2                    144 

Literature -172  3.1                    139 

Travel 257  19                  238 

Biography 2<J2  9                    193 

History 273  17                  256 

Periodicals,  R,  L 527  1                    52B 

Pictioa,  inc.  children's  stories 20S2  652                  1440 

ToUl 4906  770                41M 

Expenditures  of  Library. 

Gen'l  Fund  Spec'l  Fimd          ToUl 

Book  Account— Books $   3,S96.68  <  3.896.6* 

Periodicals 438.53  1366.90            SOS  B 

Binding 1,476.82  l,47fl.S2 

Total S  5.812.03  8366.90    t   6,178. 8J 

Salaries,  library  staff 7.2S2.42  7,292.42 

Printing  and  stationery 224.60  35.05             259.6S 

Postage 40.00  34.11              74.11 

Fuel  and  engineer 565.74  6fi5.74 

Janitor  service 1.017.50  1,017. M 

Insurance,  books 121  .00  121-00 

Telephones 72.00  72.00 

Ftirniture 275.50  275.50 

Building  repairs,  branch 29 ,51  29-51 

Miscellaneous: 

Catalog  cards 87.50  87-50 

Stereoscopic  views-.  . 123-55  123-55 

Maga/.ine  binders,  reading  room 67-84  67-84 

Typewriter,  exchange 40-00  40.00 

A.  L- A,  expense 100.00  100-00 

Electric  light 71-84  71.8* 

Ice 19-80  19-80 

Picture  frames 18-55  18-55 

Moving  shelving 8 .50  8.S0 

Freight  and  exjjress.. 80.72               80.72 

Dehvery  station  expenses 83.60               83.60 

General 139.06  72.58             2I1.M 


•$16,126.94   t$672.96 
•Expended   through  city  departments. 
tExpended  from  contingent  fund. 
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Ubcary  Receipts  and  DlsbarRmenti. 

Recripta, 

■ought  forward I  21.28 

om  duplicate  collection 290.70 

Penalties 727.32 

Supplements 5.25 

Catalogs 5 ,  20 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 49,29 

Books  sold 4.31 

Contribution  from  unknown  source 22.00 

Miscellaneous 53.55 

Dubnnementi. 

vposited credit  Sec.-Treas .$855.00 

icidental  expenses: 

Freight  and  express 80.72 

Postage , 34.11 

Stationery 35 .05 

Delivery  station  expenses 83.60 

Miscellaneous 72.58 

orward 18.54 
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Donors  and  Donations. 

Vols. 

Agee,  Van , i 

AllemusCo  ,  Henry,  Philadelphia 1 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co..  N.Y i 

Atwill.J.  W 3 

Atwood,  F..  Concordia,  Kans , ] 

Beale.  Prof  F.  F _ 

Binswanger.  Mrs,  Lena 5 

Boston  Book  Co.,  Boston 

Bullard,  Rev.  Henry 7 

Canada — Census  ofBce I 

Combe  Ptg.  Co 47 

Cox,  Ethel  Louise,  BrooWlyn.N.Y 1 

D.  A.  R.,  St.  Joseph  Chapter,  sub,  to  mazazine 2  pictun 

DavoB,  Swiiierland 1 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass 1 

Fiegenbaum.  Annie , 

Fife,  Miss  Ethel 8 

FraocisStreetM.E.  Church OS 

Glosstip.  Emma  E 4 

Hyatt  &AtwilI 34 

Illinois  state  historical  society. i 

Irvine.  J.  M 2 

Joseph  Lodge,  No.  7.3,  I.  O.  B,  B 11 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kans 2 

Kansas  City  Board  of  Education 

Lamed,  Charles.  Oxford,  Mass 1 

Lemon,  Mrs,  John  S 20 

Library  of  Congress 6 

Lillie,  Walter 1 

Little.  Arthur  W 1 

Lombard,  Louis.  Lugano,  Switzerland 1 

Mayer.  Emmanuel,  subs,  to  two  newspapers 

Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo 25 

Mexico — State  department 3 

Missouri — ^Adiutant-General 5 

Board  of  ^riculture ... 2 

Bureau  of  geology  and  mines 2 

Labor  commissioner 2 

Railroad  cc 
State  auditor. . 


itate  Txeasiuer 3  

supervisor bnildiiig  and  loans 1  .... 

Jniversity 3  4 

»n.  Dr.  Daniel 17  5 

Mrs.  Joseph  B.,  one  picture 

Harvey 2 

State  Library 11 

Sealand,  dept.  of  tourist  and  health  resorts 1 

-Press 2 

ra,  Canada,  supt.  of  instruction 1 

of  the  Cross,  Paynton,  Eng 1 

nal  helps  pub.  co.,  Des  Moines,  la 1 

Vinton 40 

Pitman  sons,  N.  Y 1 

rts,  A.  G 3 

seph.  City  of 2 

sei^  High  School,  senior  class 1 

ab.  Dr.  Isaac 13 

tific  American  compiling  dept.,  \.  Y 16 

d  Church  of  Christ,  scientist 4 

f,  Mrs.  W.  L 1 

edt,  L.  G.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 1 

^f  the  Revolution,  St.  Joseph  Society 1 

Pub.  docs,  office  and  depts 

•rsity  of  Chicago 7  70 

ninster  college 6 

h,  Mrs 150 
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(Including  Reports  or  Bulletins, 
AHoBheny  (Pa.)  public  library. 
Atlanta  (Ga.)  Carnegie  library. 
American  Library  Association. 
Bradford   (Pa.)  public  library, 
Brooklyn  (N.V.)  public  library 
Buffalo  (N.y.)  public  library. 
California  state  library,  Sacramento,  Cal, 
Cartha^:e   (Mo.)   public  library, 
Cnry  Library,  Lexington,  Mass, 
Cedar  Rapids,  (la,)  public  library. 
ChicflE"  (111.)  public  library. 
Cleveland  (O.)  public  library. 
Curtis  memorial  library,  Meriden,  Conn. 
Davenport  (la.)  public  library. 
Decatur  (IIL)  public  library, 
Detroit   (Mich,)   public   library. 

District  of  Columbia  (Wasliington)  pubbc  library, 
Dubuque  (la.)  public  library. 
Duluth   (Minn.)  public  library, 
DuQuesne   (Pa,)  Carnegie  library. 
East  Orange  (N',J,)  public  library, 
Enoch  Pratt  free  library,  Baltimore. 
Evanston,   (111.)  public  library, 
GloversviUe  (N,V.)  public  library. 
Grand  Rapids  (Mich,)  public  library. 
Hartford  (Conn)  public  library, 
Haverhill  (Mass,)  public  library. 
Helena   (Mont,)   public   library, 
Hoboken  {N,J,)  public  library, 

Illinois  state  historical  society  library,  Springfield, 
Indiana  librarj'  commission,  Indianapolis.  Ind, 
Iowa  library  commission,  Des  Woincs,  la. 
J,  Herman  Hosier  library.  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Jersey  City   (N',J.)  public  library. 
John  Crerar  library,  Chicago,  111. 
Kansas  City   (Mo,)  public  library, 
Lawrence   (Mass.)   public   library. 
Library  company  of  Philadelphia, 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington, 
Lincoln  (Neb,)  public  library. 


Library,  Exchanges. 


Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  public  library. 

Louisville  (Ky.)  public  library. 

Lynn  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Mankato  (Minn.)  public  library. 

Mercantile  library,  St.  Louis.  * 

Metropolitan  museum  of  art  library,  N.  Y. 

Milton  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  public  library. 

Minnesota  library  commission,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Nashville  (Tenn.)  public  library. 

Nebraska  library  commission,  Lincoln. 

Newark  (N.J.)  public  library. 

New  Haven  (Conn.)  public  library. 

Newton  (Mass.)  public  library. 

New  York  public  library. 

Omaha  (Neb.)  public  library. 

Oregon  library  conmiission,  Salem,  Ore. 

Ottawa  (Can.)  Carnegie  library. 

Ottumwa  (la.)  public  library. 

Patterson  (N.J.)  j^nblic  library, 

Pennsylvania  home  teaching  society  and  free  circulating  library  for  the 

blind,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Peoria  (111.)  public  library. 
Philadelphia  library  co. 
Pittsburg  (Pa.)  public  library. 
Pratt  institute  library,  Brooklyn. 
Providence  (R.I.)  public  library. 
Quincy  (111.)  public  library. 
Rockford  (111.)  public  library. 
Rosenberg  library,  Galveston,  Tex* 
St.  Louis  public  library. 
Salem  (Mass.)  public  library. 
San  Francisco  (Cal.)  public  library. 
Scranton  (Pa.)  public  library. 
Seattle  (Wash.)  public  Hbrary. 
Sedalia  (Mo.)  public  library. 
Sioux  City  (la.)  public  library. 
Superior  (Wis.)  public  library. 
State  historical  society  of  Missouri,  Columbia. 
Toledo  (O.)  public  library. 
Toronto  (Can.)  public  library. 
Utica  (N.Y.)  public  library. 

Wilmington  institute  free  library,  Wilmington,  Del.  ^   "j 

Wilson,  H.  W.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Wisconsin  library  commission,  Madison,  Wis. 
Worcester  (Mass.)  free  public  library. 
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Committee  Reports. 

Administration  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  o£  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen;  Changes  in  the  library  staS  iliiring  the  year  were  as  fol- 
lows: Miss  Kerr  returned  to  her  duties  froni  the  Ubrary  school  in  Septem- 
ber, and  Miss  White,  who  had  been  filling  her  position,  returned  to  xbtxi. 
Richard  Jameison  was  appointed  a  Ubrary  messenger,  taking  the  place  irf 
Charles  Smith,  resigned.  Increased  use  of  the  children's  library  neoesa- 
tating  additional  force,  and  the  substitutes  having  for  a  year  been  doing  btD 
time,  Miss  Elirabeth  Hull  was  appointed  substitute  from  the  eligible  liB, 
she  having  taken  the  library  examination.  Miss  Mary  Reichert,  on  appliM- 
tion,  was  admitted  lo  the  library  training  class  without  pay. 

Illness  among  the  members  of  the  statT  and  their  families  quite  seriously 
interfered  with  the  work  of  the  library  at  times.     The  librarian  has  reported 
that  as  soon  as  the  financial  condition  of  the  library  will  admit  he  will  apply 
(or  a  stenographer  and  business  clerk.     The  members  of  this  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  wise  to  create  the  position. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
JAMES  H.  McCORD, 
W,  E.  WARRICK, 

Administration  Committee 
St.  Joseph,  Mo..  May  I,  1907. 

Library  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo, 

Gentlemen:  As  of  greatest  importance,  the  committee  notes  the  net 
addition  of  4,130  volumes  for  the  fiscal  year,  making  the  total  now  in  the 
library  38,219,  with  5,748  volumes  under  its  control  in  the  school  collection, 
or  a  total  of  43,5167- 

In  an  effort  to  partially  overcome  the  binding  and  replacement  expen- 
ses, a  large  number  of  duplicates  copies  of  standard  story  books  for  childreo 
and  approved  fiction  for  adults,  in  the  best  binding  obtainable,  were  pur- 
chased. While  additions  under  these  headings  aggregated  34.7  per  cent 
of  the  net  increase  for  tha  year,  expenditures  were  about  18%  per  cent 
of  the  book  account.  With  these  additions  as  noted,  fiction  and  childteo's 
stories  form  28  per  cent  of  the  volumes  of  the  library  at  this  time.  With 
these  volumes  performing  66  per  rent  of  the  circulation,  it  may  be  seen 
why  bindery  and  replacement  expenses  are  so  heavy.  As  a  distinct  business 
proposition,  the  number  of  volumes  should  more  nearly  approximate  use. 


As  heretofore,  purchases  were  made  under  the  governing  rules  of  the 
Board. 

Considering  the  steadily  increasing  circulation  and  library  use,  the 
books  of  the  library  are  maintained  in  fairly  good  physical  condition. 

Increased  attention  is  paid  to  reference  and  industrial  works,  which 
by  their  use,  seem  to  meet  with  approval. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
H.  K.  WHITE, 
JAMES  H.  McCORD, 
J.  W.  ATWILL, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,1907.  Library  Committee. 

Finance  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Your  committee  respectfully  reports  that  it  has  examined 
the  statement  submitted  by  the  Treasurer;  that  it  shows  the  financial 
transactions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and 
checks  with  the  books  of  the  City  Auditor. 

As  stated  in  our  last  amiual  report,  the  apportionment  for  the  year  was 
$15»500.  $12,500  for  the  main  library  and  $3,000  for  Carnegie  branch. 
Supplementary  apportionments  added  to  the  main  library  account  $120.68, 
and  to  Carnegie  branch  $6.26.  Total  Ubrary  fund  from  the  city,  therefore, 
was  $15,620.68.  From  the  special  library  fund  $500  was  added,  credited 
to  the  main  library  account.  Total  expenditures  through  the  city  to  the 
account  of  th^  library,  therefore,  were  $16,120.68;  through  the  special  li- 
brary account,  $672.96;  or  a  grand  total  through  all  departments  of  $16,- 
799.90. 

A  communication  was  submitted  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  Comp- 
troller of  the  city  at  the  close  of  the  city's  fiscal  year,  asking  an  allowance 
for  the  main  library  of  $13,500;  for  Carnegie  branch  proper,  $3,000;  for 
branch  ground  improvements,  $500.  The  apportionment  ordinance  as 
introduced  and  passed  allowed  the  main  library  $13,000  and  the  branch 
$3,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER, 
C.  P.  CARGILL, 
DANIEL  MORTON. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,   1907.  Finance  Committee. 

Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  As  heretofore,  all  expenditures  except  those  of  little  con- 
sequence, made  under  this  committee,  were  by  authority  of  the  Board,  and 
amounts  may  be  seen  under  appropriate  headings  in  the  reports  of  the 
treasurer  and  librarian. 

The  Board  of  Education  arranged  new  quarters  for  the  children's 
library  on  the  west  side  of  the  ground  floor  of  the  main  library,  on  sugges- 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

ST.  JOSEPH,  MO. 


OFFICERS. 

RESIDENT J.  W.  ATWILL 

ice-President .  H.  K.  WHITE 

ecretary-Treasurer CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER 

ssisTANT  Secretary PURD  B.  WRIGHT 


3AS.  P.  Cargill 

\  E.  Warrick 

Bv.  Henry  Bullard 


DIRECTORS. 

H.  K.  White 
Chas.  a.  Pfbifpbr 
James  H.  McCord 


J.  W.  Atwill 

Dr.  Daniel  Morton 

G.  D.  Cartmell 


COMMITTEES. 


[BRARY:  White,  McCord,  Atvill.  ADMINISTRATION:  Cargill' 
Morton,  McCord.  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS:  Warrick,  Bul- 
lard, Cartmell.  FINANCE:  Ppepifer,  Cargill,  Morton.  BY- 
LAWS: White,  Morton,  Warrick.  ART:  McCord,  Buli  a  rd, 
Morton. 


LIBRARY  STAFF. 

LIBRARIAN,  PURD  B.  WRIGHT. 

SSISTANT  LIBRARIAN:     Lulu  C.  Senter,  in  charge  Carnegie  Branch. 

5S I  ST  ANTS:  Annie  M.  Perry,  reference;  Eudora  Martin,  Lillian  C.  Kerr, 
cataloging;  Bessie  McCoy,  children's  room,  main  library;  Jessie  M- 
Gibson,  Jennie  K.  Willson,  desk;  Ethel  Fife,  Elizabeth  Hull,  general; 
Joseph  Mann,  Leon  Lyddon,  messengers;    Mary  Reichert,  substitute- 

\RNEG1E  BRANCH:  Lulu  C.  Sentet,  Librarian  in  Charge;  Ethel  Fife, 
substitute;  W.  A.  McCamy,  janitor. 
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President's  Letter  Transmittlag  Reports. 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph.  Ud 

Gentlemen ;  As  required  by  law,  I  herewith  transmit  for  your  mo- 
sideration  the  reportti  of  the  officers,  mmmittees  and  Ubrarian  of  ihe  Fnc 
Public  Library,  which,  taken  together,  constitute  the  annual  report  of  tht 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30.  1008. 

The  statistics  submitted  show  the  largest  use  in  the  history  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  this  is  taken  as  an  indication  of  appreciation  of  its  value  on  tbc 
part  of  the  public,  as  well  as  ability  to  meet  more  nearly  than  herelofow 
the  demands  made  upon  it.  Acce.ssions  for  the  year  are  the  second  laigot 
since  the  hbrary's  inception,  which  notably  increased  its  usefulness.  The 
library  now  contains  42,31 1  vloumes,  and  cares  for  6,413  volumes  belongiiq 
to  the  school  board.  Total  issue  for  home  use  was  200,478,  an  indicalei] 
use  of  six  times  for  each  volume  in  the  library  other  than  reference  and 
school  books. 

While  efforts  are  not  relaxed  to  serve  the  advanced  student  in  litera- 
ture, history,  the  arts  or  sciences,  increased  attention  is  given  to  the  Dted* 
of  the  masses.  This  is  not  only  indicated  by  the  purcha.ses  made  but  v 
well  by  the  efforts  to  secure  the  attention  of  the  general  pubUc  and  to  dempn- 
slrate  what  is  to  be  gained  by  library  tise, 

To  the  Board  of  Education  the  aty  of  St.  Joseph  officially,  and  itt 
citizens  at  large,  are  under  renewed  obligations  for  its  contribution  to 
library  efficiency  in  the  matter  of  greatly  needed  accommodations  for  the 
circulating  department  and  for  the  renovation  of  the  building.  While 
the  School  District  and  the  city  are  represented  by  the  same  stockholder- 
(tax  payers)  as  it  were,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  the  main  building  is  not 
a  city  charge.  The  interest  shown  by  the  School  Board  and  its  officers 
in  liberal  co-operation  in  library  matters  is  taken  as  appreciation  of  tU 
value  cm  broad  educational  lines. 

The  need  of  at  least  two  additional  branches  daily  becomes  more  ap- 
parent. The  use  of  two  small  experimental  deposit  stations  demonstrates 
this.  The  value  of  branch  libraries  in  direct  benefit  to  the  neighborhood 
in  which  they  may  be  located  is  shown  by  the  branch  in  South  St.  Joseph, 
The  saving  in  time  and  car  fare  is  not  inconsiderable. 

The  action  of  the  council  in  increasing  the  library  apportionment  to 
meet  changes  in  the  fixed  expenses  is  appreciated. 

To  tlie  keen  interest  and  activity  of  the  librarian  and   staff  much  of 
the  success  of  the  work  of  the  library  may  be  attributed. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 

St.  Joseph.' Mo,.  May  14.  1908.  President  Library  Board 


Report  of  Treasurer. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  The  statement  herewith  presents  in  detail  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Hbrary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1908.  as 
required  by  law  and  the  by-laws  of  the  Library  Board. 

The  amount  apportioned  for  library  expenses  for  the  year  w^as  $16,000, 
$13,000  being  for  the  main  hbrary  and  $3,000  for  the  branch.  Credits  to 
each  account  were  slightly  in  excess  of  this,  as  is  shown  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee. 

As  in  previous  reports,  the  statement  covers  all  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  Hbrary.  Collections  in  this  account  are  from  the  dupli- 
cate collection,  penalties  on  over-due  books,  books  lost  and  paid  for,  cata- 
logs and  supplements  sold,  and  miscellaneous  sources.  Exjjenditures  at 
the  library  from  this  account  are  reported  monthly  to  the  Library  Board. 

All  expenditures  through  the  city  departments  are  accounted  for  in 
duplicate  vouchers,  approved  by  not  less  than  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  allowed  by  the  Board,  after  which  they  are  certified  to  by  the 
President.  Original  vouchers  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  city  auditor, 
duplicates  being  retained  in  the  office  of  the  librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  A.  PFEIFFER,  Treasurer. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo..  May  1,  1908. 

STATE  OF  MISSOURI,  I 

County  of  Buchanan.  )^^- 

Before  me,  Clara  B.  Davis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  and  made 
oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  in  his  report  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  4th  day  of  May.  1908. 

CLARA  B.  DAVIS, 
(seal)  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  June  1,  1910. 


Haiii  Library — Genefal  Account. 
Receipts. 

From  city  apportionment,  iao7-OS $13.000. 00 

Supplementary  apportionment,  1908 163.22 

Deposit  by  Board  Treasurer  from  special  fund 480,00     f  13.643. i 


DiEbutse  meats. 

By  general  warrants  on  city  treasurer; 

Book  account— Books $  3.345.78 

Perindioals 247.44 

Binding 1.552.78      $  5.146.00 

Salaries,  Librarian  and  assistants,   .  .  .  0,935.25 

Heating  and  engineer 315.58 

Printing  and  stationery 224.44 

JaniUtr  service 400.00 

Postage 40.00 

Furniture 201 .65 

Telephone 42.00 

Electric  light 27 .50 

Catalog  cards 62,02 

Library  repairs 3.00 

Miscellaneous,  inc.  light  and  ice 186.78 


Special  Fund  Account. 

Brought  for,vard  in  liands  Board  Treasurer   i  343 ,  58 

Brought  forward  in  liands  Librarian 18,54 

Received  from  duplicate  collection 377 ,  !K) 

Penalties 7!1G.01 

Catalogs 5.20 

Supplements 2  .45 

Miscellaneous 107.54      t  1,651. 


Disbimements. 

jpo^tedin  Gen'lfundby  Board  Treas. 

MainLibrftry S       480.00 

iposited  in  Gen'l  fund  by  Board  Treaa, 

Carnegie  Branch ■ 20.00 

lid  special  warrant  No.  2,  perJodicab  418.05 

•^  librarian: 

Freight  and  express %         86.78 

Postage .' 37.7fi 

Stationery 45.25 

Delivery  stations 78.00 

isccUaneous 86.11      S       33fi.8i) 

ilances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 370 . 5;j 

In  hands  librarian 25.75  396.28     11,651.22 

Recapitulation. 

Receipts. 

'om  city  apportioiiment,  etc $13,643.22 

Special  [nnd 1,151.22      114.794.44 

Dlsburaementa, 

^vouchersondty  treasurer,  general  fund S  13.643.22 

>■  vouchers  on  special  fund,  periodicals 418.05 

y  librarian , 336-89 

alances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 370.53 

In  hands  Librarian 25,75     $14,794.44 

Carnegie  Branch. 
Receipts. 

om  city  apportionment,  1907-08 S  3.000.00 

I  pp  lenient  ary  apportionment 71 ,23 

jposit  by  Board  Treas,  from  special  fund 20 .  00      *  3.091  .  23 


By  general  warrant  on  city  t 
Book  account; 

Books S  649.63 

Periodicals 124.76 

Binding 127,37     S       901.76 

S&l&rytibrari&ns in  charge 1,133.00 

Fuel 143.40 

Janitor 598.75 

Furniture 40.00 

Telephone 36.30 

Cards 1.5,00 

Light 55 .  45 

Printing  and  stationery , .  1 .25 

Building  repairs 45,08 

Postage,  .    - 3  00 

Miscellaneous 116.24     $  3.091 .2S 


General  Recapitulation. 

Total  Receipts. 

Main  library,  general  fund 813.643.22 

Special  fund ,      1,151  ,22 

Carnegie  Brancli.  general  fund 3. OBI  ,23      $17, 885,  W 


Total  Disbursements. 

Main  library,  general  fund 813,643.22 

Special  fund 754 ,  94 

Carnegie  Branch,  general  fund ,  .       3,091  .23      $17,489.39 

Balances : 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer. 370 ,53 

In  hands  Librarian 25,75      817,885,67 

Cainegie  Branch  Building  Fund. 

Rec'd  from  Andrew  Carnegie,  Apr.-Oet,,  1 902 .  825.000.00 

Expenditures. 

Heretofore  reported 824,806.74 

Completingwalks,  Dec,  28,  1907 193.26      825,000.00 


Report  of  Librarian. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  This  report,  presented  in  accordance  with  law,  covers 
the  operations  of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1908,  the 
eighteenth  year  of  its  existence.  The  period  covered  is  notable  in  several 
respects,  as  witnessing  the  largest  use,  satisfactory  growth,  the  acquisition 
of  much  needed  shelving,  and  renovation  of  the  building.  Further,  that 
the  value  of  the  library  to  the  public  at  large  is  becoming  more  generally 
recognized  has  been  made  apparent  by  the  demands  upon  it.  This  is  not 
the  least  satisfying  of  the  results  of  the  year. 

Registration,  Cards,  Etc. 

« 
Registered  card  holders  number  8,640,  a  gain  of  387  for  the  year.   These 

hold  12,931  cards,  312  of  which  were  issued  to  teachers.     This  is  an  increase 

of  1,447,  accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  the  non-fiction 

(or  extra)  card,  issued  to  any  patron  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  or  to  any 

student  in  the  high  school. 

Accessions,  Contents  of  Libraries,  Etc. 

There  are  in  the  library,  exclusive  of  the  school  supplementary  reading 
department,  42,311  volumes,  a  gain  of  4,092.  School  department  contains 
6,413,  an  increase  of  665  volumes.  Total  number  of  volumes  cared  for 
and  used  by  library,  48,724.  The  net  growth  of  the  library  proper  for 
ten  years  ending  with  this  report  was  27,452  volumes,  16,876  being  added 
during  the  last  five  years. 

Losses  are  somewhat  less  than  last  year.  The  inventory  discloses  76 
volumes  missing,  as  compared  with  85  one  year  ago.  Six  volumes  reported 
unaccounted  for  in  the  last  report  were  afterwards  found,  leaving  the  net 
loss  by  stealing  at  79  volumes.  Doubtless  some  of  the  books  reported  as 
missing  this  year  will  be  found  later. 

An  increased  number  of  books  are  missing  from  the  children's  room. 
The  report  this  year  shows  31  volumes,  or  two-fifths  of  the  entire  loss, 
chargeable  to  this  department.  Last  year  but  25  volumes  were  so  reported. 
Recommendations  have  been  made  to  the  Building  and  Grounds  Committee 
for  railings,  the  adoption  of  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  permit  a  closer  surveil- 
lance of  users. 

Nothing  can  be  added  to  the  statement  of  last  year  regarding  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  library  in  the  matter  of  books.  For  the  last  two  years 
its  percentage  of  growth,  although  greater  than  heretofore,  has  barely  kept 
pace  with  the  increased  use,  the  outlook  thus  affording  little  hope  of  increasing 
the  foundation  stock.     This  is  a  matter  of  keenest  regret,  as  until  some- 
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thing  is  gained  in  this  direction  tbe  library  may  hope  to  accomplish  bat « 

tithe  of  the  work  open  to  it.  The  utter  futility  of  attempting  to  aatiE£a^ 
torily  serve  over  one  hundred  thousand  progressive  people  with  42,300 
volumes  (including  public  documents)  is  so  well  recognized  as  to  need  lillle 

Circulation  and  Library  Use. 

Books  issued  for  home  use  numbered  200,478,  an  increase  of  16,763, 
or  0.12  per  cent.  The  statistical  table  herewith  gives  full  details  of  drro- 
lation,  including  cU.ises  and  departments.  It  will  be  noted  that  a  change 
has  been  made  iu  reporting  fiction.  Heretofore  children's  stories  have  been 
included  under  this  heading.  Adult  fiction  formed  43.30  per  cent  of  the 
entire  drculatton.  children's  stories  23.97  percent.  As  a  basis  of  comparison, 
if  reported  as  heretofore,  it  would  show  fiction  and  children's  stories  as  bong 
67.2  per  cent  of  entire  circulation,  an  increa-se  of  three-fourths  of  one  pa 
cent.  The  making  of  all  new  fiction  7-day  books  at  the  branch,  the  pladng 
of  duplicate  pay  collection  there  and  the  enlargement  of  the  same  depart- 
ment in  the  main  library,  offers  a  possible  explanation  for  this  increaie 
While  approximately  200  titles  in  English  fiction  were  added,  a  number  we« 
gifts  and  will  not  be  replaced.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  titles  rep- 
resent the  addition  to  the  permanent  collection. 

Every  month  of  the  year  but  October  witnessed  an  increase,  (he  de- 
crease for  that  month  being  in  the  school  department.  Notable  gains  oc- 
curred in  the  lanuary-March  period,  coincident  with  the  financial  depression. 
This  experience  is  probably  true  of  the  library  world  generaUy. 

The  circulation  table  offers  proof  of  the  value  of  clo'^e  supenrision  of 
reading,  especially  as  applied  to  younger  readers.  Jn  the  school  supple- 
mentary reading  department,  where  the  greatest  care  is  exercised  in  the 
selection  and  use  of  books,  less  than  15  per  cent  were  children's  stories; 
in  the  school  collection  sent  out  from  the  library,  in  which  the  supervision 
is  less  strict,  about  40  per  cent  of  books  issued  were  children's  stories,  while 
in  the  children's  rooms  of  the  library  proper,  which  are  crowded  at  certain 
hours,  use  of  stories  varies  from  65  to  70  per  cent.  No  stronger  appeal  for 
ample  expert  assistance  in  the  children's  room  is  possible.  While  every  care 
is  exercised  in  the  selection  of  books,  the  individual  child  needs  attention. 

Other  than  a  record  of  the  number  of  volumes  left  upon  the  tables,  no 
account  is  kept  of  library  use.  Indeed,  it  would  be  all  but  impossible  to  do 
,=o  without  an  unnecessarily  large  stack  room  force.  Volumes  left  upon 
tables  numbered  25,8'13.  an  increase  of  2,161  volumes.  No  use  is  made  of 
these  figures  in  the  regular  library  statistics. 

Reference  Department. 

Of  the  total  net  growth  of  the  Ubrary.  1,037  volumes,  or  25  per  cent, 
were  placed  in  the  reference  collection.      This  includes  government  and  state 
documents.      In  the  bound  periodical  section  the  net  growth  was  506  vol- 
umes, a  number  of  important  sets  being  added  in  addition  to  the  binding 
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of  current  volumes.  Miss  Perry,  reference  librarian,  reports  a  constant 
increase  in  the  demands  for  information  and  in  the  use  of  the  reference  col- 
lection. Club  use  grows  steadily,  practically  every  club  in  the  city  furnish- 
ing a  copy  of  study  program  for  advance  preparation.  Work  with  schools, 
and  especially  the  high  school,  steadily  assumes  greater  proportions.  An 
increase  in  the  use  for  business  purposes  is  not  least  in  importance.  Lists 
prepared  cover  almost  every  imaginable  topic.  At  times  the  capacity  of 
the  reference  tables  is  seriously  taxed.  Not  the  smallest  part  of  the  work 
is  that  with  educational  institutions,  clubs,  and  individuals  in  the  surround- 
ing countr>-. 

Children's  Library. 

Despite  the  establishment  of  two  school  collections,  children's  use  of 
the  library  was  greater  than  ever  before.  Miss  McCoy,  at  the  main  library, 
reports  the  issue  of  64,141  volumes,  a  gain  of  2,111,  while  Miss  Senter 
issued  at  the  branch  9,807,  being  1,498  in  excess  of  last  year.  Total  issue 
of  children's  books  from  the  two  departments  was  63,948.  Aggregate  use 
of  books  by  children  was  85,166  volumes,  42 .5  per  cent  of  whole  Ubrary  use. 
School  supplementary  reading  accounts  for  19,117,  and  the  school  collec- 
tions for  2,101.  Total  use  five  years  ago  was  24,710,  a  gain  of  60,466. 
Work  continues  most  satisfactorily  along  the  lines  outlined  one  year  ago, 
strictly  educational  work  receiving  increased  attention.  A  lack  of  proper 
reference  books  has  interfered  somewhat  with  the  work  in  this  department, 
and  hopes  are  entertained  that  funds  will  speedily  permit  the  correction 
of  this. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  meeting  the  demands  in  the 
section  for  the  younger  readers,  created  last  year.  There  was  a  lack  of 
suitable  books,  and  a  shortage  in  the  supply.  The  latter  condition  could 
easily  be  met.  As  much  cannot  be  said  as  to  the  former.  The  best  titles 
are  being  constantly  duplicated,  but  that  does  not  meet  all  requirements. 

Carnegie  Branch. 

From  the  report  of  Miss  Lulu  C.  Senter,  branch  librarian,  the  following 
is  taken: 

Carnegie  branch  now  contains  6,229  volumes,  the  number  added  during 
the  year  being  756.  This  includes  those  added  by  gift,  by  purchase,  and 
seven  transferred  from  the  main  library. 

The  reference  department  contains  1,091  volumes,  the  juvenile  cir- 
culating department  1,361,  and  the  adult  circulating  department  3,777. 
Ninety-one  books  were  cancelled  and  withdrawn  during  the  year.  Of  this 
number  seven  were  missing  last  year,  four  were  lost  and  paid  for,  eighteen 
were  burned  on  account  of  contagious  diseases,  and  62  were  worn  out. 

Total  number  of  registrations  for  the  year  was  598,  of  which  number 
365  were  new  members  and  233  renewals.  Adults  315,  children  283.  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eight  non-fiction  cards  were  issued.  Through  people 
leaving  town,  death,  and  other  causes,  1 8  cards  were  cancelled,  making  the 
number  of  cards  now  in  use  1,397. 
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Number  o£  books  issued  for  home  use  for  the  year  was  22,902  voluraes, 
an  increase  of  5.129  volumes  over  last  year.  The  percentage  of  fiction  read 
remains  the  weiLk  point,  the  figures  for  the  year  just  past  being  a  tri9e 
higher  than  last  year.  72. SI  being  the  per  cent  of  this  year,  nhereas  iaSt 
year  it  was  72.1],  This  may  be  ascribed  largely  to  making  all  new  adult 
fiction  7-day  books,  and  to  diminished  use  of  non-fiction  cards  as  the  oovtltj 
lias  worn  off. 

There  have  been  2-15  volumes  added  to  the  children's  section,  raakin]! 
a  total  now  in  this  department  of  1.438.  Number  of  books  circulated, 
8.993;  43  per  cent  of  the  entire  circulation.  Sixty-three  per  cent  of  tht 
juvenile  reading  was  fiction.  During  the  winter  months  a  glance  into  the 
children's  room  after  school  hours  never  failed  to  convince  a  visitor  thai  tht 
children  fully  appreciate  the  privileges  of  the  library, 

Work  done  in  the  reference  department  continues  to  be  very  «(tisfae- 
tory.  A  number  of  important  books  have  been  added  to  the  shelves,  and 
we  find  ourselves  better  able  from  month  to  month  to  give  informaiioo  to 
those  in  search  of  it.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  espiedally  those 
of  the  high  school  and  the  Benton  school  are  availing  themselves  more  and 
more  of  the  opportunities  it  offers  for  assistance  in  their  school  work. 
Great  use  is  made  of  the  bound  niiLgaziries,  as  these  furnish  the  simple^ 
and  most  satisfactorv  means  of  doing  reference  work.  Several  titles  were 
added  to  the  current  magazines 

Library  and  School. 

The  school  supplementary  reading  collection,  provided  at  the  expenfc 
of  the  school  di^itnct  and  maintained  as  a  library  charge,  under  Miss  Fife, 
now  number  13,143  volumes,  the  net  increase  for  the  year  being  665  volumes; 
510  Volumes  ^vere  transferred  to  schools,  worn  out  or  lost  and  paid  for. 
Issues  numbered  111,117.  bemg  I,l(i3  more  than  the  year  before.  In  many 
of  the  schools  each  book  i-.  used  by  several  pupils,  .so  that  the  issue  does  not 
represent  the  actual  use 

In  an  auempt  to  reach  children  who  are  not  patrons  of  the  library, 
and  to  reheve  the  rush  on  the  children's  room,  t«"o  small  school  libraries 
were  installed  in  March,  one  nf  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  volumes  being 
placed  in  the  Humboldt  school,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
volumes  in  the  Floyd  school,  the  first  in  the  better  portion  of  the  city,  the 
second  in  the  poorer.  For  the  two  months  in  which  this  department  has 
been  tried,  Humboldt  school  issued  l..t-">.'>  volumes  and  Ihe  Floyd  school 
546  volumes,  or  an  average  i^sue  for  the  two  schools  of  seven  times  for  each 
volume.  School  libraries  were  formerly  sent  out.  but  the  inability  of  the 
library  to  properly  supply  the  children  who  came  to  it  for  books  caused  their 
abandonment.  With  increased  resources  the  experiment  was  renewed 
with  results  as  stated.      .Additional  schools  will  be  supplied  the  coming  fall. 

The  usual  demands  of  the  schools  have  been  met  by  Miss  McCoy;  lists 
of  books  and  references  being  furnished  on  many  topics  required  by  teachers. 

For  some  months  an  alphabetically  arranged  list  of  contents  of  the  edn- 
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cational  periodicals  received  'by  the  library  has  been  compiled,  carbon  or 
mimeograph  copies  made,  two  of  which  were  placed  in  each  school  of  the 
city,  the  idea  being  that  they  be  used  as  bulletins  on  each  floor.  To  this 
was  appended  a  list  of  titles  of  new  books  of  interest  to  teachers  currently 
received.  This  has  had  the  co-operation  of  the  school  authorities,  and  the 
use  indicates  the  appreciation  of  the  teachers.  '  *  It  is  a  saver  of  time  and  a 
great  convenience, ' '  reports  one  principal. 

With  high  school  students  the  most  important  work  is,  as  heretofore, 
that  done  by  the  reference  department.  Instructors  are  permitted  to  draw 
extra  books  for  use  in  the  class  rooms.  A  gro\\ing  u.se  of  the  library  by 
students  is  noted.  Lack  of  table  space  occasionally  hampers  best  work, 
as  at  the  present  time,  when  each  student  is  recjuired  to  prepare  an  essay 
in  the  forestry  competition  originated  by  the  Runcie  Club.  The  cro\Nds 
at  times  are  larger  than  can  be  accommc dated. 

The  Library  and  Mechanics. 

Continued  efforts  to  interest  mechanics  in  the  use  of  the  library  have 
been  productive  of  only  fairly  satisfactorily  results.  Use  of  periodicals 
relating  to  the  industrial  arts  has  gained  rapidly,  following  a  largely  increased 
use  of  the  reading  room  by  men.  This  is  especially  noticeable  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  In  addition  to  the  shop  mailing  Ust  for  the  quarterly  bulletin, 
special  lists  for  plumbers  and  engineers  were  compiled,  printed  and  circu- 
lated through  the  aid  of  the  City  Plumbing  and  Engineering  Boards;  for 
packing  house  and  meat  inspection  workers,  and  distributed  in  the  packing 
district.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the  publication  in  the  A.  L.  A.  Booklist 
of  "Some  industrial  arts  books,"  compiled  by  this  Ubrary,  to  vsecure  1,000 
copies  as  separates  for  distribution  in  the  shops,  stations,  and  from  the 
library.  This  list  included  electricity  in  general,  paints  and  painting,  cement, 
tin  and  metal  work,  carpentry  and  woodworking,  tools  and  mechanics, 
iron  and  steel,  as  well  as  the  plumbing  and  steam  users  lists  referred  to. 
A  traveling  library  containing  books  of  especial  interest  to  foundry  workers 
is  in  its  third  foundry.  No  record  of  the  use  of  the  books  has  been  kept, 
but,  ^i^ith  one  exception,  interest  was  created  where  shown  and  used.  Per- 
sonal visits  were  made  by  the  librarian  to  a  number  of  the  largest  machine 
shops  at  the  noon  hour  and  short  talks  made  regarding  the  library  and  its 
use.  While  the  rate  of  increase  for  the  year  in  the  use  of  the  entire  library 
w^as  a  little  over  9  per  cent,  that  recorded  for  useful  arts  was  about  22.5 
per  cent.  This  looks  most  interesting  when  thus  stated,  bvit  it  is  not  nearly 
so  impressive  when  it  is  known  that  this  22.5  per  cent  represents  572  vol- 
umes, or  five  volumes  a  year  for  114  men.  It  is  making  steady  headway, 
however,  in  a  most  satisfactory  direction. 

The  first  report  of  the  library  showing  the  issvie  of  useful  arts  books 
was  that  of  1897,  when  the  number  was  reported  at  370  volumes.  Six  years 
later  (1903)  this  number  had  grown  to  785,  since  which  time  the  use  has 
steadily  increased,  use  by  j^ears  being  as  follows:  1904,  1,033;  1905,  1,446; 
1906,  1,985;  1907,  2,557;  1908,  3,132.      Transposed  into  percentage,  the  in- 

13 


"Wetes 


se  in  the  use  of  this  department  in  eleven  years  assumes  the  fornudah'* 
figure  of  850  per  cent,  as  Etgainst  somewhat  less  than  100  per  cent  for  iht 
entire  library.  This  use  has  been  the  result  of  library  efforts  oniy.  la 
the  ab.sence  of  trade  and  manual  training  schools,  progress  in  encour^if 
the  use  of  mechanical  books  has  been  necessarily  slow.  With  the  adveal 
of  manual  training  in  the  schools,  now  firmly  estabUshed,  it  should  be  I» 
dithcult  in  the  future  to  induce  younger  mechanics  to  use  the  library.  Srn- 
dents  are  trained  to  use  the  library,  and  there  are  hopes  that  the  hato 
thus  formed  will  continue 

Publications. 

In  addition  to  the  library  bulletin,  issued  quarterly,  containing  the  uosi 
important  accessions,  with  some  library  notes  on  occasion,  pftblication; 
included  a  live  stock  and  packing  house  list,  issued  and  used  in  connectcD 
with  the  Uve  stock  show  last  fall;  a  list  for  plumbers,  and  one  for  engineer 
and  steam  users,  mentioned  elsevyhere.  The  A.  L.  A.  Booklist  for  Febmar/ 
contained  a  list  of  books  under  the  heading,  "Some  industrial  arts  books  a. 
popular  use  in  the  PubUc  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo."  This  was  compiled  in 
this  library  for  publication  as  separates  here,  its  use  being  granted  ihe 
Booklist  on  request.  One  thousand  copies  were  purchased  and  distributed 
in  the  shops  of  St.  Joseph. 

With  the  suspension  of  the  periodical.  "What's  in  ihe  magaanei." 
the  library  undertook  to  list,  for  library  use,  the  most  important  articles  in 
the  leading  periodicals.  Separate  compilations  were  made  covering  "Re- 
ligious topics,"  "For  Business  Men,"  "Arts  and  crafts,  "  "For  Women," 
"Literature  and  fine  arts,"  Copies  were  regularly  placed  in  the  reading 
room-S,  open  ^helf  ^tack  room,  and  furnished  the  dail.v  newspapers.  The 
News-Press  published  them  each  month  as  of  interest  to  its  readers. 

Duplicate  Collection. 

Duplicate  copies  of  popular  fiction  were  issued  7,558  times,  receipts 
therefrom  being  $377.90.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  volumes  were  ad- 
ded to  the  collection  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of  S263,12.  One  hundred 
and  sixty-four  volumes  were  transferred  to  the  free  collection, 

Reading  Rooms. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  periodicals  are  received  at  the  main  library 
reading  rooms,  j2  of  which  are  gifts.  There  is  a  constant  growth  in  the  use 
of  the  rooms,  that  by  men  on  Sundays  and  evenings  being  most  noticeable. 
In  the  selection  of  magazines  an  attempt  is  made  to  provide  for  the  needs 
of  the  community. 

Assembly  Room  Use. 

The  as.seiTibly  room  on  the  second  floor  of  the  library  building,  while 
under  control  of  the  school  board,  is  cared  for  at  the  partial  expense  of  the 


library.  In  addition  to  being  used  for  a  lage  number  of  teachers'  meetings, 
certain  school  classes,  etc.,  the  arts  and  crafts  committee  of  the  Civic  Feder- 
ation of  woman's  clubs  gave  its  first  exhibit  here,  drawing  large  crowds. 
Miss  Sherwood's  course  of  six  lectures  on  story  telling  to  children  were 
well  attended.  The  room  is  also  used  for  the  regular  meetings  of  the  chil- 
dren's play  ground  association,  the  Kindergarten  association,  Daughters 
of  the  Revolution,  County  teachers'  meetings,  and  meetings  of  like  nature. 
Here  were  shown  the  collection  of  paintings  of  the  Western  artists'  associa- 
tion, brought  to  the  city  by  the  Runde  Club,  for  one  week,  and  the  Turner 
collection  of  prints.     Each  exhibit  was  visited  by  several  thousand  people. 

The  Neely  Memorial. 

As  a  memorial  to  the  late  Prof.  Edward  Bayly  Neely,  superintendent 
of  the  public  schools  of  St.  Joseph  from  1864  to  1894,  there  was  placed  in  the 
public  library  building  a  bronze  bust,  heroic  size,  on  a  marble  base.  The 
securing  of  funds  and  selection  of  artist  was  the  work  of  the  teachers  in  the 
schools.  Appropriate  exercises  were  held  in  the  assembly  room  on  the  date 
of  its  unveiling,  March  28.  The  bust  occupies  a  place  of  prominence  in  the 
east  alcove. 

Bindery. 

Binding  expenses  were  $1,680.15,  representing  3,850  volumes  bound, 
595  of  which  were  periodicals.  Average  cost  per  volume,  43.6.  Of  the  total 
bound,  344  were  for  the  branch,  44  being  periodicals. 

General  Extension  Work. 

The  library  has  endeavored  to  supplement  the  work  undertaken  by  any 
society,  organization  or  committee  interested  in  the  public  welfare  by  the 
preparation  of  reading  lists  on  the  matters  or  questions  under  consideration. 
In  a  number  of  instances  the  persons  starting  the  movement  have  acknowl- 
edged the  benefit  of  the  assistance  thus  rendered.  In  addition  to  copies  of 
such  lists  for  bulletin  board  use  in  the  library,  copies  were  also  ftu*nished 
to  all  persons  interested,  and  to  the  local  newspapers.  The  most  important 
lists  were  as  follows: 

** Tuberculosis;  its  prevention  and  cure,"  for  the  Anti -Tuberculosis 
league  of  the  Buchanan  County  Medical  association;  "How  to  tell  stories 
tcr  children, ' '  and  '  *  Some  stories  to  tell,  *  *  for  the  Sherwood  lectures  before 
the  teachers;  "Arts  and  crafts — In  general,"  "Bookbinding,"  "Bent -iron 
work,"  "Leather  working,"  " Pyrography, "  "Stencils  and  Stenciling," 
"Pictures,"  for  the  arts  and  crafts  exhibition;  "Poultry,"  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  fine  poultry  association ;  * '  Dogs, ' '  for  the  Dog  show  association ; 
"Children's  Playground,"  for  the  St.  Joseph  Playgrounds  association. 

Two  reading  lists  which  have  been  of  more  than  general  interest,  and 
which  will  grow  in  use  before  the  fall  elections,  cover  two  important  con- 
stitutional amendments  to  be  voted  upon  at  the  November  election,  "Ini- 
tiative and  Referendum,"  and  "Taxation."     Each  list  has  been  used  by 

15 


several  men's  clubs,  and  when  it  is  realized  that  the  proposed  amendraentj 
make  radical  changes  in  state  government  an  increased  interest  will  foUo*. 
both  as  to  the  questions  and  the  lists. 

For  its  annual  receptions  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  requested  the  co-operatioa 
of  the  library.  For  the  "Current  Events"  classes  a  bulletin  board  loaned 
by  the  library  showed  illustrations  of  events  of  interest  studied;  for  the 
literary  classes,  the  books  used  by  the  members  in  their  studies  were  on  dis- 
play; and  in  the  domestic  science  department  alongside  the  cakes,  bread, 
and  other  edibles,  were  shown  the  books  recommended  and  used  by  the 
instructor  and  the  class. 

Not  a  little  attention  has  been  given  the  collection  of  dty  charwrs 
in  an  effort  to  make  the  library  of  assistance  in  the  matter  of  municipal 
legislation  now  before  the  people,  and  the  collection  includes  the  laws  go%'en!- 
ing  the  progressive  cities  of  the  country.  The  re.soiirces  of  the  library  have 
been  placed  at  the  liisposal  of  the  committees  interested.  Acknowledgt- 
ment  is  made  to  Mr.  C,  B.  Roden.  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  for  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Chicago  Charter  Convention  and  the  resultant  bill, 
and  to  Hon.  W.  E  Spratt.  retiring  mayor,  for  intere.<jl  shown  and  assistance 
given. 

A  gratifying  use  has  been  made  of  the  special  collection  on  packing 
house,  meat  inspection  and  live  stock  boofc;  in  Carnegie  Branch.  Exami- 
nations for  appointments  tinder  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  m 
meat  inspectors,  etc.,  have  resulted  unusually  favorable  to  users  of  iliii 
collection. 

In  General. 

Sunday  users  of  the  Library  numbered  1,5,004.  the  branch  being  credited 
with  4.401,  Of  the  total,  4,S.50  were  children.  The  nitinber  of  vohitnes 
issued  on  Sundays  was  10,;J73,  2,462  bcitig  from  branch  By  departments 
the  circulation  was  as  follows:  Adult,  main.  4,120:  branch,  l.ail;  juvenile, 
main,  .■),G!>1  ;  branch.  1.151.  The  main  library  was  open  but  fifty-one  Sun- 
days, on  account  of  faihire  of  gas  tor  heat. 

Volumes  issued  through  the  delivery  stations,  which  continue  as  here- 
tofore, numbered  O.IW,  a  slight  increase  for  the  year. 

Through  the  exchange  deparlment  of  the  Library  of  Congres'^.  a  number 
of  valuable  books  have  been  receiied,      .Among  these  were  desirable  state 

In  addition  to  keei>ing  all  new  accessions  classified  and  cataloged. 
Misses  Martin  and  Kerr  have  made  progress  in  some  classification  change'; 
and  in  the  reorganization  of  the  card  catalogue.  In  addition  to  4.1 35  cards, 
from  the  Library  of  Congress  and  2.107  other  printed  cards,  4.374  cards  were 
typewritten.     Total  cards  filed.  10,916, 

Issue  of  books  for  the  vacation  period,  June  !-'>  to  Sept,  15,  inaugurated 
last  year,  was  appreciated,  and  the  privilege  will  be  taken  advantage  of 
more  generally  in  the  future. 

The  newspapers  of  the  city,  recognizing  the  news  value  of  library  n 
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have  been  most  liberal  in  the  matter  of  space.     All  local  papers  are  received 
as  gifts  of  the  publishers. 

Instead  of  collections  of  books  for  the  fire  department  houses,  special 
cards  are  issued  to  each  hose  house,  on  which  books  are  issued  for  a  period 
of  one  month.     This  permits  of  personal  selection  and  gives  satisfaction. 

The  library  was  represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  library 
association  at  Ashville,  N.  C,  in  June,  by  the  librarian,  and  at  the  Missouri 
library  association  meeting  at  Warrensburg  in  October,  by  two  members 
of  the  staff;  at  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  library  associa- 
tion at  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs  in  October,  unofficially.  It  is  represented 
on  the  Missouri  Library  Commission  through  appointment  by  the  governor 
of  the  librarian,  who  has  served  as  its  president  since  its  organization. 

In  a  general  way  the  foregoing  represents  what  has  been  accomplished, 
in  two  buildings,  at  a  total  expenditure  of  $17,489.39. 

The  usual  tables  accompany  and  form  a  part  of  this  report:  I,  Library 
statistics;  II,  Expenditure;  III,  Circulation;  IV,  Donors  and  Donations; 
V,  Library  exchanges. 

To  the  staff  acknowledgement  is  made  for  interested  and  painstaking 
efforts,  and  to  the  library  board  for  consideration  at  all  times. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PURD  B.  WRIGHT, 

St.  Jo5ieph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1908.  Librarian. 


>ss. 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 
County  of  Buchanan. 

Before  me,  Clara  B.  Davis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  afore- 
said, personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright,  Librarian  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  submitted  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

CLARA  B.  DAVIS, 
(seal)  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  June  1,  1910. 
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-Lilirary  Statistics. 

Book  Account. 

Number  of  volmnes  reported  April  30.  IBOT. .  . . 

Additions  for  fiscal  year: 

By  purchase 3.533 

By  transfer  from  duplicate  collection 1 64 

By  periodicals  bound 520 

By  donations 4S6 

By  increase  in  duplicate  collection  (353) .  -  134            4.S46 

Withdrawals : 

Worn  out,  bumed,  etc 806 

Lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for 52 

Lost  and  not  paid  for 17 

Unaccounted  for 79              754 

Number  of  volumes  now  in  library 

Scbool  Supplemental  Heading  Department. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1907. .  .  . 

Additions  for  fiscal  J'ear 1.175 

Worn  out,  lost,  etc 66 

Transferred  to  schools 444  510 

Net  increase  for  year 

Number  of  volumes  in  school  collection 

Number  of  volumes  in  library,  inc.  school  col  .  . 

Accessions  and  Withdrawals  Classified. 

Class  Accessions    Withdrawals 

General 154  9 

Philosophy 35  3 

Religion 113  5 

Sociology  (inc.  pub.  docs.) 520  11 

Language 62  17 

Natural  science U3  11 

UsefuUrts 379  12 

Fine  arts 237  4 

Literature 240  42 

Travel 214  17 

Biography 146  29 

History 260  21 

Periodicals,  R.  L 529  23 

Children's  stories 694  213 

Fiction 986  337 

Duplicate  collection : 301  1 67 

Total 5013  921 


II — Expenditures  of  Library. 


General 

Special 

Book  account : 

fund 

fund 

Total 

Books 

$3,995.41 

$3,995.41 

Periodicals.  . 

372. 

.50 

$418.05 

790.55 

Binding 

1,680. 

.15 

$  6;047.76 

1,680.15 

$  6,465.81 

Salaries 

8.068.25 

8,068.25 

Heat,  andeng... 

458.98 

458 . 98 

Janitor  service.. 

1.058.75 

1,058.75 

Print,  and  sta . . 

225 . 69 

45.25 

270.94 

Postage 

45.00 

37.75 

82.75 

Repairs. ...... 

48.08 

48.08 

Furniture 

241.65 

241.65 

Telephone 

78.30 

78.30 

Elec.  light 

82.95 

82.95 

Cards 

77.02 

77.02 

Miscellaneous. . 

302 . 02 

86.11 

388.13 

Fght.  &  exp. . 

89.78 

89.78 

Deliv.  sta... . 

78.00 

78.00 

Total 

$16,734.45 

$754 . 94 

$17,489.39 

Library  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Receipts. 

Brought  forward $  18.54 

From  duplicate  collection 377 .  90 

Penalties  on  overdue  books 796 .  01 

Catalogs 5 .20 

Supplements 2 .45 

Miscellaneous,  including  books  damaged,  lost  and 
paid  for,  etc 107 .  54 

Disbursements. 

Dei)osited  credit  Secretary -Treasurer $945.00 

Incidental  expenses: 

Freight  and  express 89 .  78 

Postage 37 .75 

Stationery 45 .  25 

Delivery  stations  expenses 78 .  00 

Miscellaneous 86 . 1 1 

Forward 25.75 


$1,307.64 


$1,307.64 
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m— Circulation. 


CLASS 

UalD  Library 

Cameeie  Bnaob 

i 

3 

II 

Ttrtal 

£l 

Adult 

Childrm 

Adult 

Childna 

s 

i 

2270 
«»9 

am 

IMS 

s 

li 

1600 

1608 

7U 
37S4] 

1 

3J5 
20t 

tlB 

lOKZ 

i 

63t< 

31! 

2:62 
2933 

1 

•i 

2SB 

i 

E7I8 

3isa 

BT23 
8700 

in 

kS;::::;;;;;:;: 

i.» 

gSKriS-r 

f'5 

Sms-e 

li 

Si 

TOTAL. . 

lOffllJ 

•"•■ 

i:«es 

KffI 

'•'" 

!I01 

iOWTS 

itta 

Summvy  and  General  Statistics. 

Number  of  days  open,  359. 

rUumber  of  Sundays  open,  51  (1  ,30  to  ti.aop,  m.) 

Average  daily  issue,  558;  increase,  3^, 

Average  secular  daily  issue,  618;  increase,  54 

Average  Sunday  issue,  201;  increase.  54. 

Largest  issue  in  one  day.  Main  Library,  Feb.  15,  1908.  943, 

Smallest  issue  in  one  day.  Main  Library,  Sept,  26,  1007.  236. 

Largest  issue  in  one  day,  Carnegie  Branch.  Dec,  2,  1907,  136. 

Smallest  issue  in  one  day,  Carnegie  Brancli.  July  IS,  1907,  22. 

Largest  total  issue,   one  month,   March,   1908,  21,294;  increa.se,   2,514. 

Smallest  total  issue,  one  month,  Sept.,  1907,  11.9!)0;  increase,  1,278, 

Circulation:     Adult.    Il.^.;il2;   children.    8.^.166;   total.    200,478,      Increase, 


16,763 
Number  of  card -holders, 


,640; 


Expenditures.   SI7.4S9.39, 
Circulation  per  attendant,   19.093   (inc,  o 
Proportion  of  salaries  to  total  expenditui 
Proportion  of  expenditures  to  book 
Cost  of  circulation  per  volume  circulated 
ditures,   ,0872, 


half  time  of  substitute.) 
46,7  per  cent. 
.  36.96  per  cent, 
payroll.  ,0323;  to  total  expen- 


IV— ^Donors  and 


Vols. 

&  Hyatt 14 

,  Thomas  Willing,  Philadelphia 1 

n  Club 1 

1,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.,  Cleveland,  O 1 

n  Book  Co 

man  County  Horticultural  Society 45 

•d,  Rev.  Henry 18 

^ie  Institute,  Pittsburg,  Pa 1 

g;ie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  teaching ....  2 

%  James  Coolidge  by  Lewis  Cass  Ledyard  for  Execu'rs  1 

e  Printing  Co 23 

la — Census  and  Statistics  Office 1 

la — Department  of  Agriculture 2 

,  F.  A 

y,  Dr.  C.  H 

Church  of  Christ,  Scientist 3 

s  Historical  Society,  Springfield,  111 2 

—State  Library  Commission 1 

h.  Lodge  No.  73, 1.  O.  B.  B 3 

IS  State  Historical  Society 7 

Clyde 1 

iy  Directory  Co.,  N.  Y 1 

ry  of  Congress 6 

y.  C.  N 3 

a,  Misses  Martina  and  Eudora 66 

Miss  Eda 24 

Liri  School  for  Blind,  St.  Louis,  Mo 4 

uri — State  Departments 30 

nal  Assn.  of  Manufacturers,  N.  Y 1 

State)  Legislature.  Committee  of  1906  to  investigate 

ondition  of  the  blind 1 

(state)  education  department 2 

Irs.  Florence 3 

im,  Harry  L 31 

seph,  Mo. — Building  department 2 

uis  Public  Library 1 

1  District  of  St.  Joseph 2 

d  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist 3 

I,  Mr.  Calvin,  Kansas  City,  Mo 2 

isonian  Institute 4 

t,  WilUam  E 8 
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Pamp. 


1 


10 

1 


100 


Tootle,  Mr.  Hairy 

Turner,  G.  A.  H  ,  St.  Louis  Mo 

U.  S.  Departments 

Superintendent  of  Documents 

University  of  Chicago  Press 

University  of  Missouri 

Washington  University  assodatioii,  St,  Louis,  Mo,. 

Wheeler,  W.  W 

WiUson,  James  K 

Wright.  P.  B 


Library  Exchanges. 

(Including  Reports  or  Bulletins^  or  both.) 

Allegheny  (Pa.)  public  library. 

Atlanta  (Ga.)  Carnegie  library. 

Berkshire  (Mass.)  Athenaeum  and  Museum. 

Bradford  (Pa.)  public  library. 

Brooklyn  (N.Y.)  public  library. 

Buffalo  (N.Y.)  public  library. 

Carthage  (Mo.)  public  library. 

Cary  Library,  Lexington,  Mass. 

Cedar  Rapids,  (la.)  public  library. 

Chicago  (111.)  public  library. 

Cleveland  (O.)  public  library. 

Council  Bluffs  (la.)  public  library. 

Davenport  (la.)  "public  library. 

Dayton  (O.)  public  library. 

Decatur  (111.)  public  library. 

Detroit   (Mich.)  public  library. 

District  of  Columbia  (Washington)  public  library. 

Duluth  (Minn.)  public  library. 

Dubuque  (la.)  Carnegie-Stout  library. 

DuQuesne  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 

Easton  (Pa.)  free  public  library. 

East  Orange  (N.J.)  free  public  library. 

Enoch  Pratt  free  library,  Baltimore. 

Erie  (Pa.)  public  library. 

Evanston,  (111.)  public  library. 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Gloversville  (N.Y.)  public  library. 

Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  public  library. 

Hartford  (Conn.)  free  public  library. 

Haverhill  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Helena  (Mont.)  public  library. 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  Springfield,  111. 

Indiana  library  commission,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  library  commission,  Des  Moines,  la. 

J.  Herman  Bosler  library,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Jersey  City  (N.J.)  public  library. 

John  Crerar  library,  Chicago,  111. 

Kansas  City  (Mo.)  public  library. 

Lawrence  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Library  of  Congress,  Washington. 

Lincoln  (Neb.)  public  library. 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.)  public  library. 

Louisville  (Ky.)  public  library. 

Lynn  (Mass.)  public  library. 
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Hercantile  library.  Si.  Iouib, 

Hilton  (Mass.)  public  bbrary. 

Milwaukee  (Wis.)  public  library. 

Minnesota  library  commiBsion,  St.  Paul,  Mina 

Nashville  (Tenn.)  public  library. 

Nebraska  library  coiinnission,  Lincoln, 

Newark  (N.J.)  public  library. 

New  Haven  (Conn.)  public  library. 

New  Jersey  library  commission,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Newton  (Mass.)  public  library. 

Ohio  State  Library,  Columbus,  O. 

Omaha  (Neb.)  public  library 

Oregon  library  commission,   Salem.  Ore 

Ottawa  (Can.)  Carnegie  library, 

Patterson  (N.J.)  pubLc  library. 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass, 

Peoria  (III,)  public  library. 

Perkins  Institute  and  Mass,  school  for  blind,  Boston,  Mass. 

Pittsburg  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library. 

Pratt  institute  library,  Brooklyn. 

Providence  (R,I.)  public  librarj', 

Quincy  (111.)  public  library. 

RocUord  (111,)  public  library. 

Rosenberg  hbrary,  Galveston,  Tex. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.)  public  hlirary, 

Salem  (Mass,)  public  library, 

San  Antonio  (Tex  )  free  public  library. 

San  Francisco   (Cal,)  public  library, 

Scranton  (Pa.)  public  library, 

Seattle   (Wash.)  public  library, 

Sedalia  (Mo,)   free  public  library, 

Sioux  City  (la.)  public  library. 

Superior  (Wis.)  public  library. 

State  historical  society  of  Missouri,  Columbiii. 

Toledo  (O,)  public  library, 

Toronto  (Can,)  public  library, 

Trenton  (N.  J.)  free  public  library 

Tyler  (Tex.)  free  puhUc  library. 

University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  III, 

Virginia  State  Ubrary,  Richmond,  Va. 

Wa-^hington  University  association,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 

Western  reserve  university  lilirar)'  school,   Cleveland,  O, 

Wilmington  institute  free  librarv,  WilniinKlon,  Del, 

Wilson.  H,  W..  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

WInscr  (CaTi.)  public  library, 

Wisconsin  library  commission,  Madison,  Wis. 

Worcester  (Mass.)  free  public  library, 
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Committee  Reports. 

Administration  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Changes  in  the  library  staff  were  as  follows:  The  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Annie  Knight  as  general  assistant  was  followed  by  the  pro- 
motion of  Miss  Elizabeth  Hull  from  the  substitute  class,  Miss  Mary  Reichert 
being  appointed  substitute  after  competitive  examination.  Richard  Jamei- 
son  resigned  as  messenger,  Leon  Lyddon  being  appointed.  Miss  Carolyn 
Gregory  served  as  stenographer  for  one  month,  a  position  created  in  Novem- 
ber.   Miss  Clara  B.  Davis  succeeded  her. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  P.  CARGILL, 
JAS.  H.  McCORD, 
W.  E.  WARRICK. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1908.  Administration  Committee. 

Library  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen :  While  the  use  of  the  Ubrary  for  the  year  just  closed  was 
the  largest  in  its  history,  its  growth  was  also  in  a  high  degree  satisfactory 
when  its  financial  resources  are  considered. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  fewer  books  missing  from  the  shelves  than  last 
year,  possibly  occasioned  by  more  strict  supervision  at  the  library  desk. 
It  is  a  regrettable  fact  that  the  losses  from  the  children's  room  continue. 
On  account  of  the  crowds  and  rushes  at  times  in  this  department  (the  greatest 
use  occurring  from  3  to  5:30  p.  m.)  it  is  impossible,  with  the  force  at  hand, 
to  exercise  the  necessary  watchfulness,  and  thefts  are  committed  with 
little  fear  of  detection.  A  rearrangement  of  the  room  is  under  consideration 
which  will  permit  a  more  close  watch  than  heretofore,  and  an  improvement 
in  this  respect  is  confidently  expected  in  the  future. 

With  the  exception  of  the  volumes  in  the  alcove  for  the  use  of  the 
youngest  readers,  the  books  of  the  library  are  in  good  physical  condition. 
The  department  named  was  an  experiment,  and  the  unexpectedly  large  use 
to  which  the  books  therein  were  subjected  explains  their  condition,  as  well 
as  the  necessity  for  establishing  it. 

While  efforts  have  continued  to  meet  the  legitimate  wants  of  patrons 
and  keep  the  departments  of  the  library  balanced,  special  attention  has  been 
given  to  building  up  and  encouraging  thovse  sections  devoted  to  what,  in 
library  science,  is  called  ' '  Useful  arts ' '  and  *  *  Sociology, ' '  the  first  including 
medicine  and  hygiene,  engineering,  agriculture,  domestic  economy,  com- 
merce, chemistry,  manufactures,  trades  and  btiilding;  the  latter  covering 
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political  sdence  and  economy,  law.  government,  education,  etc.     Adclitioti) 
in  these  two  classes  in  the  library  proper  were  in  excess  of  20  per  cent  of  the 

The  Bulletin  o£  the  library,  published  quarterly,  gave  lists  of  most  im- 
portant accessions  other  than  periodicals.  Al!  purchases  were  made  unAei 
Board  regulations. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  K.  WHITE. 
J    H,  McCORD. 
J    W    ATWILL. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  I,  1008,  Library  Committee 

Finance  Committee.  I 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

Gentlemen:  This  committee  has  examined  the  statement  submitted 
by  the  Treasurer,  and  finds  it  correct.  It  checks  with  the  books  of  the  dly 
auditor,  and  with  the  records  in  the  office  of  the  Librarian. 

In  lieu  of  the  amount  allo\sed  unrler  the  law.  the  city  council  apportioned 
116,000.00  for  Ubrary  purpo.>ieK,  $13,000.00  for  the  main  library  and  $3.000. 00 
for  Carnegie  Branch.  A  subsequent  apportionment  added  $234.45  to  the 
library  fund,  $163.22  for  main  library,  and  171,23  for  the  branch.  By  order 
of  the  Library  Board,  the  Board  treasurer  deposited  with  the  dty  treasurer, 
from  the  petit  collections,  $480.00  for  main  Ubrary  and  $20,00  for  the  branch. 
The  total  expenditure  through  all  the  city  departments  were  S!  3.642  22, 
main  library,  and  3.081.23  for  branch,  or  $10,734.45  for  both.  Expendi- 
tures from  the  petit  account  at  the  Ubrary  were:  Periodicals,  $418,K>; 
luiscdlaneous.  S33(j.8!l^$7.i4.tll.  Total  expendititres  through  all  depart- 
ments aj!EreKated  Sl7.480.3l). 

For  the  fiscal  year  1908-011.  an  ilomi7j?d  statement  was  submitted  to  the 
coimcil,  the  total  asked  for  beinfi.  Sl-!.7fl7.00  for  the  main  lilirary  and  $3,000- 
00  for  the  branch.  Despite  the  shoiving  made,  the  apportionment  ordinance, 
introduced  in  the  council  April  '27,  carried  only  the  amount  apportioned 
for  the  current  year.  In  council  the  ordinance  was  amended.  Sl.000,00 
being  added  to  the  library  account.  On  .iccount  of  additional  building 
expenses,  an  increase  was  imperative,  that  library  work  be  not  seriously 
hampered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

("HAS  A,  PFF.IFFER. 
C,  P,  fARGILL. 
DANIEL  MORTON. 

St,  Joseph,  Mo.,  ^;.^v  1,   I'.'Or.  Fin.ince  rommittce. 


Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen:  Expenditures  under  this  committee  were  all  authori2sed 
by  the  Board,  and  are  shown  under  appropriate  headings  in  the  report  of 
the  Treasurer. 

Grounds  surrounding  Carnegie  Library  are  gradually  assuming  a  very 
attractive  appearance.  The  park  commissioners,  to  whose  care  the  Library 
Board  turned  over  the  grounds,  constructed  sidewalks  last  fall,  $250.00  of 
the  expenditure  being,  by  agreement,  chargeable  to  the  library  funds.  Of 
this,  $193.26  was  in  the  Andrew  Carnegie  fund  reserved  for  the  purpose, 
$56.74  being  added  from  the  regular  funds. 

The  building  in  which  is  quartered  the  library,  title  and  econtrol  of 
which  is  in  the  School  District  of  St.  Joseph  (usually  designated  as  the 
School  Board)  has  been  greatly  improved.  As  reported  last  year,  an  esti- 
mate for  new  shelving  for  the  stack  room  was  included  in  the  bond  issue 
and  contract  awarded.  The  shelving  was  installed  in  the  early  winter, 
which  permitted  the  rearrangement  of  the  books  in  a  manner  gratif5ang 
to  library  patrons.  The  question  of  shelf  space  for  books  is  thus  relegated 
to  the  future. 

In  addition  to  the  improvements  noted,  the  School  Board  also  had  the 
tile  roof  on  the  building  relaid,  thus  stopping  annoying  leaks.  The  walls 
and  ceilings  of  the  rotunda,  stack  room,  reading  room,  office  and  cataloging 
room  on  the  first  floor  and  all  on  the  second  floor  were  repainted.  As  a 
result,  the  library  building  presents  a  most  inviting  appearance,  a  fact  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  public,  and  affords  room  for  library  expansion. 

Expenditures  of  the  School  Board  aggregated  approximately  $11,000.00, 
nearly  as  much  on  the  building  alone  as  the  city  expended  for  growth  and 
maintenance  of  the  main  library  proper.  It  indicates  an  appreciation  of 
the  educational  value  of  the  library  and  its  work  which  might  be  emulated 
by  the  city  authorities. 

Minor  repairs  only  were  required  at  the  Carnegie  Branch.  During  the 
coming  year  the  interior  walls  should  be  retinted  and  the  outside  walls 
repointed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  BULLARD, 
W.  E.  WARRICK, 
G.  D.  CARTMELL, 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1, 1908.  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee 
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^'ree  Public  Library*  St.  Joseph, 


OFFICERS 

W.  ATWILL President 

H.  McCORD Vice-President 

4AS.  A.  PFEIFFER  -  -  Secretary-Treasurer 

JRD  B.  WRIGHT        -  -  -        Assistant  Secretary 

DIRECTORS 
J.  H.  McCord  Chas.  p.  Cargill 

Rev.  Henry  Bullard  S.  A.  Penny 

W.  E.  Warrick  Rev.  Louis  Bernstein 

W.  Atwill 

Chas.  A.  Pfeiffer 

G.  D.  Cartmell 

***Daniel  Morton 

COMMITTEES 
LIBRARY— McCord.  Atwill.  Bullard. 
ADMINISTRATION— Cargill.  Warrick.  Pfeiffer. 
BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS— Warrick.  Cartmell.  Penny. 
FINANCE— Pfeiffer.  Cargill.  Cartmell. 
BY-LAWS— Pfeiffer.  Cargill.  Bernstein. 
ART — Mcord.  Bullard,  Penny. 
LECTURE— Bullard.  Pfeiffer.  Bernstein. 

LIBRARY  STAFF 

BRARIAN— Purd  B.  Wright. 

3SISTANT  LIBARAIAN— Lulu  C.  Senter.  in  charge  Carnegie 
Branch. 

3SISTANTS:  *Annie  M.  Perry.  Lillian  C.  Kerr,  reference;  Eu- 
dora  Martin.  **Lillian  C.  Kerr.  **Mary  L.  Reichert.  cataloging; 
Bessie  McCoy,  children's  room,  main  library;  Jessie  M.  Gibson. 
Jennie  K.  Willson,  desk;  Anise  Sandford,  Elizabeth  Hull,  general; 
Joseph  Mann.  Leon  Lyddon,  messengers;  Elizabeth  Albus.  sub- 
stitute; Clara  B.  Davis,  office  stenographer. 

\RNEGIE  BRANCH:  Lulu  C.  Senter.  librarian  in  charge;  Eliza- 
beth Hull,  substitute;  W.  A.  McCamy.  janitor. 

)ied  Jan.  5.  1909. 
Promoted  Jan.   1 4.  1 909. 

^*Resigned  June.  1908;  vacancy  filled  by  reappointment  of  Chas.  A. 
Pfeiffer. 


PRESIDENT'S  LETTER  TRANSMITTING  REPORTS 


To    Ih^   Honorable   Mayor  and   Common   Council   of    the   Crtij   of  St 

Joseph,   Mo.: 

Gentlemen^In  transmitting  to  you  ihe  annual  report  of  d>e  Bond 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Librafy,  comprising  the  reports  of  iht 
treasurer,  commitlees,  and  librarian.  I  desire  lo  express  the  appicciatMB 
of  its  members  for  consideration  in  the  matter  of  apprc^riations  niiifc 
by  you  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library.  The  promptness  and  broad 
spirit  shown  by  you  in  co-operating  with  Mr.  Carnegie,  the  people  of 
North  St.  Joseph,  and  the  library  board  b  providing  for  an  extension  of 
library  facilities  through  a  second  branch  lo  be  located  in  the'  nortiwn 
part  of  the  city,  was  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  friends  of  education. 

The  belief  that  our  citizens  approve  the  efforts  lo  furnish  boob  of 
value  For  study  and  recreation  Is  strengthened  by  the  steadily  increasBg 
patronage  of  the  already  popular  institution.  It  is  the  desire  lo  pro»ii  1 
books  in  convenient  reach  of  every  person,  and  when  the  system  alreiih 
outlined  in  genera!  is  carried  out.  this  will  have  been  accomplished.  Ttiii 
cannot  be  done  in  a  short  time,  and  certainly  not  until  the  revenues  oi 
the  city  warrant  the  support  of  additional  branches.  But  this  is  a  con- 
summation much  lo  be  desired. 

Your  attention  Is  called  lo  the  reports  herewith,  as  affording  full  I 
details  of  the  operations  of  the  library.  Worthy  of  special  attention  ai( 
the  statistics  in  the  report  of  the  librarian  showing  a  five  years'  growth  of 
the  library.  It  presents  some  encouragmg  features,  and  bears  out  tht 
statement  so  frequently  made  to  you  that  each  increase  in  library  revrnue 
made  by  the  council  is  immediately  met  by  a  greater  increase  in  use.  Itia 
gain  was  20  per  cent  larger  than  the  gain  in  revenue  for  five  years  jiul 
ended,  a  fact  to  be  remembered  as  emphasizing  the  importance  of  ISirirr 
work  and  the  place  it  fills  in  the  community. 

Home  use  of  books  was  203,005  during  the  year,  and  the  working    \ 
growth  of  the  library  was  satisfactory  to  those  responsible  therefor.  , 

In  another  year  we  expect  to  present  an  additional   feature  in  tbt    I 
new    Washington    Park    branch,    the    building    for   which    was    prcsesltd    | 
through  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Carnegie.     The  providing  of  an  altradiw 
site  by  the  city,  and  an  additional  fund  of  $2,800  by  the  people  tnteresled. 
is  entitled  to  recognition. 

The  St.  Joseph  Free  Public  Library,  although  of  comparatrvely  re- 
cent establishment,   is  accorded  a  high  place  among  progressive  wotting 


libraries.  Thanks  for  this  are  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the  tactfulness, 
energy  and  industry  of  the  librarian  and  the  members  of  the  library 
staff.  Very  truly. 

G.  W.  Atwill, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  I,   1909.  President  Library  Board. 


REPORT  OF  TREASURER 


To  ihc  Board  of  Direclors  of  ibe  Free  Public  Library: 

Genllemen:  I  submil  with  this  a  statemeni  showing  ihe  receipts  m 
dit  burse  men  ts  by  departments  of  the  library  far  the  fiscal  year  «i<iin| 
April  30.    1909.  as  required  by  law. 

F  or  the  year,  $  1  7.000  was  apportioned  by  the  Council  for  libiii) 
purposes.  Of  this.  $14,000  was  for  ihe  main  library,  and  $3,000  f« 
Carnegie  branch.  Lxcess  collectitHis  were  credited  each  account,  a 
shown  in  the  statement  and  by  the  report  of  the  Fmance  Committee. 

Included  in  the  report  is  the  petty  account  of  library  collectioiii  aad 
expendjlures.  called  the  special  fund.  Colieclions  in  this  account  in 
from  the  duplicate  collection,  penalties  on  overdue  books,  boolu  loJl  ai 
paid  for,  catalogs  and  supplements  sold,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  £t- 
pendilures  al  ihe  library  from  this  account  are  reported  monthly  to  iht 
Library  Board. 

All  expenditures  through  the  city  departments  are  accounted  foi  Id 
duplicate  vouchers,  approved  by  not  less  than  two  members  of  the  FiDlon 
Committee,  allowed  by  the  Board,  after  which  ihey  are  certified  to  kf 
the  President,  Original  vouchers  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  th*  dij 
auditor,  duplicates  being  retained  in  the  office  of  (he  librarian. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Cha5.  a.  Pfeiffer, 

St.  Joseph,    Mo.,   May    I.    1909.  TieasuK 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

County  of  Buchanan. 

Before  me.  Clara  B.  Davis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  counlr 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A,  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  SL  Joseph. 
and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  in  his  report  are  true  lo  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  10th  day  of  May.   1909. 

Clara  B.  Davis, 
(seal)  Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  June   1 .   1910. 
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MAIN  LIBRARY 


General  Account. 


Receipts. 


Vom    city    apportionment,    1908-9 $14,000  00 

Ixcess    collections 358  52     $14,358  52 


Disbursements. 

By  general  warrants  on  city  treasurer: 

look     account — Books $3,167  44 

Periodicals    305  87 

Binding    1,570  06 

•alaries,  staff 

leat  and  engineer 

anitors     

*rinting  and   stationery 

*ostage     

repairs   

nsurance   

'urniture    

'elcphone    

Electric    light 

!ards     

lisccllaneous   


5,043 

31 

7,386 

99 

336 

88 

465 

00 

317 

30 

32 

00 

40 

00 

7 

50 

358 

05 

42 

00 

64 

04 

92 

90 

172 

49  $14,358  52 

SPECIAL  FUND  ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

rought  forward  in  bands  Board  Treasurer $  370  53 

irought  forward  in  hands  Librarian 25  75 

deceived  from  duplicate  collection 368  30 

Penalties   on   overdue   books 837  71 

Catalogs     3  05 

Supplements     2  65 

Miscellaneous    134  24     $  1,742  23 


Disbursements. 

i'aiU  bj   siJi'cial   warrant   No.  4,  period- 
icals      40O  00 

Paid  tiy  spedal  warrant  No.  S,  one-half 

cost  eieciric  cleaner 13T  60 

By  librarian: 

Freight  and  express S       lua  30 

Tosiage ;is  83  J 

Stationery    i 40  fi3  J 

Delivery  station  expenses.. 80  oo  I 

Miscellaneous   74  34        333  42  ■ 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer S48  03 

In  hands  Librarian  3.T  28    J  J,TI2 

Recapitulation.  1 

Receipts.  I 

I'runi  i.-iiy  ui.i.eiriii.mncnt.  ttc iU,3J8  .'J2  1 

Siiftial    hind 1.742  23     Slfi.lOO 

Disbursements. 

liy  voufbcra  on  cily  treasurer,  general  fund $14,358  53 

By  vouchers  on  special  fund.,'. .^37  50  J 

By  librarian 333  43  I 

Balances:  I 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer. 843  03  ^ 

In  hands   Librarian 23  28  Sie.lK 

CARNEGIE  BRANCH. 

Receipts. 

I'rom   city   ;ipi)ort!onnicnt,    lOOS  00 J  3,000  00 

EiiCfSS  collections 95  63     4  3,0fl; 

Disbursements. 

liy  Rcniral  v,;irr;uit  on  city  treasure!  : 

Book  aceoiiin— Hooks S      543  44 

f'eriodicak lOe  30 

BindiilK   198   78      $       848   72 

Salary,    staff 1,182  00 

Fuel    70  40 

Janitor ,  G13  00 

Furniture 3  00 

Telephone 30  00 

Cards  15  00 

Electric    lipbt fii   50 

Priming  nnd   stationery 5  44 

Buildinft    rcii.nirs 123  93 

Insurance     ST  50 

Miscellaneous    56  14     $  3.091 


General  Recapitulation. 

Total  Receipts. 

ain  Library,  general  fund $14,358  52 

Special    fund 1,742  23 

arnegie    Branch,   general  fund 3,095  63     $19,196  38 


Total  Disbursements. 

Iain  Library,  general  fund $14,358  52 

Special    fund 870  92 

arnegie  Branch,  general  fund 3,095  63 

balances: 

In  hands  Board  Treasurer 848  03 

In    hands    Librarian 23  28    '$19,196  38 


REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN 
To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  ibe  Free  Puhlk  Librari,- 

Gentlemen:  The  report  of  library  work  for  the  fiscal  year  tniai 
April  3U,  1 909,  covering  the  nmeteenth  year  of  the  library's  existeow. 
presents  (e\v  new  activities.  In  a  general  way.  every  department  has  ex- 
panded. Proven  methods  or  plans  of  work  have  been  extended  lo  the 
limit  o(  library  resources,  with  satisfactory  results.  While  the  increase 
in  the  use  of  the  library  was  small  as  compared  with  thai  recorded  in  the 
last  report,  it  stilt  shows  a  decided  advance.  In  the  malttrr  of  growth, 
accessions  kept  pace  with  the  last  few  years.  This  has  been  along  At  | 
lines  heretofore  followed,  and  as  a  result  the  institution  is  better  prepared  i 
lo  meet  the  growing  demands  made  upon  it. 

As  giving  a  somewhat  comprehensive  view  of  library  progress,  i 
comparison  with  the  report  of  five  years  ago  shows  a  growth  in  eipnd-  ' 
ilures  of  41.5  per  cent.  Increase  in  the  number  of  cardholders  was  41.1  ■ 
per  cent,  holding  82,3  per  cent  more  cards,  and  readirtg  61.14  per  cnt 
more  hooks  (that  being  the  increase  in  circulation  for  the  period.)  That 
are  60.82  per  cent  more  volumes,  the  growth  of  die  library  in  the  five 
year  period  covered. 

Fiscal  year  Fiscal  year  Perccnt»gf 

ending  19(14  eiiilinij  1909    of  inereiiK 

Volumes   issued 124.115  SOa.UO.I  61.U 

No.  volumes  in  library 28.041"  4ti.lT7  Sfl.M 

No.    cardholder* fi.lOfi  8.743  41.1 

Cards    held T.S.i.l  1.^,789  s!.5 

Expenditures      S!l2,D+r..]7  $13.;i2J.nT  113 

Percentage    of    fiction    and    chil- 
dren's   sloric, 77,17  Oti.afi 

USERS   OF    LIBRARV 

The  number  of  registered  users  of  the  library  is  8,743,  aD  incrcaM 
of  103,  holding  I  3.789  cards,  858  more  than  one  year  ago.  Teacben' 
cards  number  337.  Each  year  fewer  pe(q>le  refuse  the  non-ftctkn  cari 
and  the  natural  result  is  a  larger  use  of  books  other  than  fiction.  A  rtgii- 
tration  is  required  every  two  years,  and  from  the  total  number  regittered. 
all  "dead"  cards  are  deducted. 

CONTENTS   AND  GROWTH   OF    LIBRARY 

The  library  controls  53.358  volumes,  of  which  7.161  are  in  At 
school  supplementary  reading  department.  The  increase  in  the  UraT 
proper,  aside  from  U.  S,  public  documents  collection,  was  4.304;  ichool 
collection.    768,  or  a   total  of  5,072.      With  the  deducbons  in  ihe  ifc- 
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partment  named,  as  shown  in  the  table  of  library  statistics,  on  account  of 
withdrawals  of  duplicates,  etc.,  the  actual  total  increase  was  4,634. 

Appendix  II  gives  accessions,  withdrawals  and  net  gains  for  the 
year  by  classes,  as  well  as  total  contents  of  library,  with  comparisons  with 
the  figures  of  five  years  ago.  This  table,  with  that  of  circulation,  is  in- 
teresting, from  the  fact  that  it  affords  an  opportunity  of  studying  in  detail 
the  use  and  growth  of  the  library  for  the  five  year  period. 

\l'hile  losses  by  theft  number  1 40  volumes,  an  increase  over  last  year, 
the  money  loss  was  little  more.  Books  missing  from  the  children's  room 
numbered  38,  an  increase  of  7.  A  rearrangement  of  the  room  requiring 
users  to  pass  in  front  of  the  charging  desk  in  going  out  will,  it  is  believed, 
have  a  beneficial  effect. 

The  record  of  books  stolen  shows  some  surprising  features:  Four 
titles  are  religious:  Proudfoot,  Child's  Christ  tales;  Peabody,  Mornings 
in  the  college  chapel;  Keedy,  Teacher's  book  of  Old  Testament  heroes; 
Dnmunond,  Addresses.  Useful  arts  classes  suffered  the  loss  of  twenty- 
two  titles,  handbooks  of  various  kinds  being  popular  with  the  thieving 
patrons.  Fiction  of  the  Ughter  sort  lead  in  losses,  numbering  fifty-eight 
volumes. 

Carnegie  branch  suffered  loss  at  the  hands  of  a  band  of  boys  who 
raided  certain  departments,  getting  quite  a  number  of  books  before  being 
detected.  Aided  by  Sergeant  Webster,  of  the  South  St.  Joseph  police 
station,  the  gang  was  broken  up  by  Miss  Senter  and  Mr.  McCamy,  and 
some  of  the  books  recovered.  Other  losses  are  to  be  replaced.  In  the 
meantime,  the  offenders  have  been  barred  from  use  of  the  open  shelves,  and 
action  of  authorities  held  in  abeyance  pending  further  investigation. 

USE  OF   LIBRARY 

While  the  home  use  of  books  was  larger  than  ever  before,  the  in- 
crease fell  below  that  reported  one  year  ago.  Total  issue  was  203,005, 
a  gain  of  2,527,  as  compared  with  16,763  the  year  before.  TTiis  is  ac- 
counted for  in  a  measure  by  the  improvement  of  business  conditions 
throughout  the  country.  "Good  times"  in  the  business  world  affect 
library  use  disastrously,  while  "hard  times"  produce  results  exactly  the 
reverse.  November,  December,  January,  1908,  decreased  compared 
with  1907.  The  open  winter  and  early  resumption  of  building  operations 
curtailed  somewhat  the  use  of  industrial  and  trade  books,  but  not  to  a  dis- 
couraging extent.  Tables  accompanying  this  report  give  full  details  as  to 
circulation  by  classes  and  departments. 

Use  of  the  adult  department  of  the  main  library  was  3,872  in  ex- 
cess of  the  year  before,  about  forty  per  cent  of  which  were  books  other 
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than  fiction.  The  loss  at  Carnegie  branch,  adult  use.  was  933.  Fktioo 
showed  a  decreased  use  of  1,333  volumes,  while  books  other  than  Hctkn 
showed  a  gain  in  use  of  582  volumes.  In  other  words,  while  ficboa  •! 
the  branch  showed  a  decrease  of  17.3  per  cent,  all  other  classes  sbowctl 
an  increase  of  21.3  per  cent.  The  largest  increases  were  in  the  artk 
fmc  and  useful.  j 

As  to  relative  popularity  of  the  different  classes  of  books,  ficdoi 
stiluted  over  80  per  ceni  of  ihe  entire  library  use.  Five  years  later  i 
had  dropped  to  about  77  per  cent,  while  al  this  time  it  constitules  66.36 
per  cent.  Second  place  in  circulation  ten  years  ago  was  taken  by  cunaA 
magazines,  which  within  five  years  dropped  lo  fourth  place,  the  last  yew 
to  eighth.  Literature  advanced  to  second  place  in  1 904,  which  it  oil 
holds,  being  followed  closely  by  history.  History  has  moved  from  iouA 
lo  third  place,  while  biography  has  dropped  back  one  point.  Froni  siilh 
to  seventh  place.  Use  of  books  on  industrial  arts  has  steadily  gained, 
being  <'ieventh  in  1899,  tenth  in  1904,  and  ninth  al  this  time.  Fine  arti 
dropped  from  eighth  to  tenth  place  in  ten  years.  The  jumping  of  language 
from  the  fourteenth  lo  fifth  place  is  easily  underslood  when  it  is  a- 
plained  ihat  ihe  "language"  books  of  the  children's  library  and  school 
collections,  both  comparatively  new  departments,  come  under  this  class. 

A  decreased  use  of  the  children's  library,  main  department,  is  ac- 
counted for  by  an  increased  use  of  7,237  in  school  libraries,  as  is  n- 
ptained  in  other  places. 

THE   UBRARY   AND   CHILDREN 

In  an  effort  to  relieve  the  rush  hours  in  the  children's  room  al  die 
main  library,  thus  affording  lime  for  more  individual  work,  the  two  icbool 
deposit  stations  established  late  in  the  school  term  last  year  at  the  Hnm' 
boldt  and  Floyd  schools  were  continued,  and  an  addititmal  deposit  placed 
in  the  South  Park  school.  While  the  total  circulation  of  books  among 
children  through  all  departments  numbered  83,805.  an  increase  of  639, 
the  main  library  and  school  departments  showed  an  increase  of  2.541. 
Conditions  at  the  branch  are  covered  in  another  place. 

The  children's  department  at  the  main  library  issued  49.444  Wumo. 
as  against  34,141  last  year,  a  decrease  of  4,697.  Books  placed  in  dte 
school  deposits  were  taken  from  this  department,  and  were  issued  7,542 
limes,  an  increase  of  3,441.  Despite  the  increase  there  exists  the  tatit- 
faclion  that  the  little  ones  had  better  service  and  the  best  bo(^  It  it  a 
pleasure  also  to  know  that  the  splendid  use  of  the  books  placed  b  die 
Humboldt  school  was  a  great  factor  in  securing  a  branch  library  for  dx 
neighborhood  in  which  the  school  is  located. 
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All  of  the  features  heretofore  found  practical  and  useful  have  been 
continued,  with  a  decided  increase  in  and  appreciation  of  work  with 
teachers  and  pupils  in  the  schools.  Select  lists  for  various  school  grades 
were  made  by  Miss  McCoy,  children's  librarian,  at  the  requests  of 
teachers,  and  they  have  been  used  as  advisory  reading  lists.  This  interest 
on  the  part  of  teachers  is  an  important  aid,  as  relieving  the  Ubrarian  of  the 
necessity  of  so  much  personal  work  with  each  child.  There  is  no  relaxa- 
tion in  efforts  to  induce  the  use  of  the  best  books. 

In  her  report  Miss  McCoy  notes  continued  interest  in  special  bul- 
letins, and  good  results  from  featuring  on  special  shelves  books  to  which  it 
is  wished  to  draw  attention. 

As  indicating  a  more  practical  use  of  the  room,  it  is  shown  that  just 
one-half  the  decrease  in  its  use  was  in  children's  stories.  The  literature 
class  leads  in  gain. 

While  **the  story-telling  hour**  has  not  been  inaugurated  at  the  main 
library,  every  aid  and  encouragement  is  given  teachers  in  the  schools  by 
suggestions  on  the  selection  of  stories  and  in  supplying  books  calculated  to 
aid  the  story  teller. 

The  addition  of  needed  reference  books  in  the  children's  department 
greatly  simplifies  and  extends  the  usefulness  of  the  room. 

REFERENCE   DEPARTMENT 

The  death  of  Miss  Annie  M.  Perry,  reference  librarian  of  this 
library  since  its  opening  in  1891,  which  occurred  January  5,  was  a  dis- 
tinct loss  to  the  library  and  its  patrons.  As  was  said  in  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Board,  **She  was  a  woman  of  much  strength  of  character 
and  culture.  Her  influence  with  the  younger  generation  especially  was 
marked,  being  used  for  the  higher  and  more  serious  things  of  life,  and  for 
thoroughness  of  study.**  As  an  assistant  to  those  using  the  library  she 
was  always  helpful,  her  knowledge  of  books  and  familiarity  with  the 
library,  making  her  especially  valuable. 

Under  Miss  Kerr,  who  was  transferred  from  the  cataloging  de- 
partment, the  reference  department  has  maintained  its  usefulness.  No 
section  of  the  library  nearly  approaches  this  in  the  demands  made  upon  it. 
That  its  value  is  being  appreciated  by  the  business  and  professional,  as 
well  as  studious,  life  of  the  community  is  shown  by  the  steady  increase 
and  the  nature  of  the  demands  made  upon  it — demands  that  are  vital  to 
the  welfare  of  the  city.  It  is  no  less  gratifying  to  be  able  to  furnish  a  rep- 
resentative business  organization  with  the  **excess  product  of  currants  in  the 
territory  tributary  to  St.  Joseph,**  than  it  is  to  receive  from  the  students  of 
an  out-of-town  college  forming  a  debating  class  a  letter  to  the  effect  that 


"we  won  our  debate  for  Park  Gillege  over  Cedar  Rapidt.  We  aUiibile 
our  success  to  your  .^Lndness  in  furnUhing  us  malerial  on  'The  centra]  bank 
of  issue  queMion.'  "  II  is  a  pleasure  to  be  called  upon  for  information  u 
to  the  location  of  a  town  by  the  local  postal  officials  and  to  be  able  b 
fuTnish  it:  to  aid  the  pension  department  in  delecting  a  fraud  or  assishag 
a  worthy  woman  in  establishing  her  right  to  govemmeni  aid:  to  assist  b 
finding  who  was  one's  grandfather  or  great -grand  mother,  and  somethiag 
of  their  lives:  to  furnish  the  newspaper  with  a  portrait  or  illuslTatioo  on* 
rush  order:  lo  supply,  by  telephone,  the  spelling  of  a  word;  a  date  in  his- 
tory: the  name  of  a  cabinet  officer  or  other  official;  lo  provide  slatistio 
for  the  minister  of  ihe  gospel  (or  his  sermon  on  marriage  and  divorce;  atwJ. 
nol  the  least  of  all,  to  get  the  earnest  student  in  any  branch  of  study,  lix 
energetic  club  woman,  the  teacher  with  heart  and  mind  in  her  work,  Af 
help  they  need.     These  are  every  day  matters. 

This  department  was  drawn  upon  in  the  matter  of  the  new  ejty 
charier,  as  it  was  by  the  winners  of  the  slate-wide  essay  contests  for  higli 
school  students.  Every  effort  is  made  to  serve  every  legitimate  interest 
making  demands  upon  it. 

All  assistance  possible  under  the  rules  has  been  given  college  and 
high  school  students  in  (he  territory  tributary  to  St.  Joseph.  Tarkio  Col- 
lege. Tarkio;  Park  College,  Parkville;  Wesleyan  College.  Cameron:  and 
students  of  high  schools  from  all  nearby  towns,  have  availed  themselv» 
of  the  contents  of  this  library.  A  large  number  of  reference  lists  haw 
been  prepared  at  their  resquest,  and  personal  work  has  been  given  mtoy 
student  visitors   from   these  places. 

No  record  is  kept  of  reference  use  of  the  library  other  than  a  cont 
of  such  books  left  upon  the  tables.  These  numbered  31,148,  m  com- 
pared with  23.843  last  year.  All  high  school  class  and  regular  club  work 
is  done  from  special  shelves,  the  books  being  replaced  by  user  after  use. 

CARNEGIE    BRANCH 

Compared  with  former  years,  results  through  Carnegie  branch,  in 
the  stock  yards  district,  were  not  so  satisfactory,  although  presenting  > 
rather  curious  situation.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  books  issued  w» 
2,853,  12.4  per  cent.  A  peculiar  feature  is  shown  in  the  adult  dqwft- 
menl.  White  the  loss  in  circulation  was  953,  the  decrease  in  the  u*e  of 
fiction  was  1,535,  showing  a  gain  in  the  use  of  books  other  than  fictioD  of 
582  volumes.  Rather  noted  increases  are  shown  in  the  natural  xieact 
class,  followed  by  useful  arts,  fine  arts,  travel  and  biography.  Uteratm 
was  the  only  classed  section  showing  an  actual  decreased  use.     Lost  in  tk- 
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dilation  in  the  children*s  room  was  1,902,  68  per  cent  of  which,  1,433 
volume,  being  children's  stories. 

A  careful  study  of  the  situation  developed  the  fact  that  during  the 
depression  in  the  business  world  the  expert  or  higher  classed  and  better 
educated  mechanics  and  workmen  were  less  affected  than  were  the  com- 
mon workmen;  that  day  laborers  came  in  conflict  with  and  lost  their 
places  to  lower  paid,  uneducated  foreigners  who  flocked  to  the  city  in  large 
numbers.  Tliis  meant  lost  work  to  the  library  force,  if  increased  op- 
portunities. 

Miss  Senter,  branch  librarian,  reports  that,  **in  an  effort  to  discover 
the  cause  of  the  decreased  use  of  the  library,  the  homes  of  former  library 
patrons  whose  cards  had  been  left  at  the  library  were  visited,  and  it  was 
found  that  36  per  cent  had  left  that  portion  of  the  city  and  the  houses 
were  occu]»ed  by  foreigners,  largely  from  Southern  Europe."  These  are 
largely  without  children.  It  is  a  constantly  changing  population,  and  the 
few  children  are  especially  hard  to  reach  and  all  but  impossible  to  hold. 
Efforts  are  not  relaxed  on  this  account,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that 
when  the  population  becomes  more  staple  results  will  be  more  satisfactory. 
Hosea  school,  near  the  library,  shows  a  change  of  31  per  cent  in  personnel 
of    attendance,   bearing    out    library   estimates. 

The  work  of  the  Carnegie  Culture  club,  Carnegie  Literary  club, 
the  Senter  club,  named  for  the  librarian,  and  the  St.  James  Flower  club, 
and  children's  stories  easily  come  first,  as  is  natural.  In  1899  this  con- 
continues  along  most  desirable  lines.  These  are  all  the  result  of  branch 
library  activity,  and  much  interest  is  felt  in  their  progress. 

Miss  Senter  further  reports  as  follows: 

Carnegie  branch  now  contains  6,922  volumes,  the  number  of  books 
added  during  the  year  being  803.  To  the  circulating  departments  be- 
long 3,337  volumes,  to  the  reference  departments  1,363  volumes.  The 
juvenile  department  contains  1,374  volumes,  83  of  which  are  reference. 
One  hundred  and  ten  books  were  canceled  and  withdrawn  during  the 
year. 

The  total  registration  for  the  year  was  480,  of  which  234  were 
new  members  and  226  renewals.  Adults  272.  children  208.  138  non- 
fiction  cards  were  issued.  Number  of  cards  now  in  force  at  the  library, 
1,332.     The  number  of  books  isued  for  the  year  was  20,047. 

Books  in  the  children's  room  number  1,574  volumes,  of  which  194 
were  added  during  the  year.  The  circulation  was  7,904,  a  decrease  from 
the  year  before  of  1 .903.  The  books  most  in  use  after  the  stories  aie 
those  about  Indians  and  Colonial  history.  After  Whool  hours,  while  the 
children  are  reading  at  the  library,  it  is  often  found  that  at  least  half  the 
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books  on  those  particular  subjects  are  off  the  shelves  and  in  use.     There 
was  a  decrease  in  the  use  of  natural  science  of  35  per  cent  over  lut  year. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  rooms  aside  from  the  Sundajr 
readers  and  visitors,  was  9,998,  a  daily  average  of  47.  The  Suxlar 
use  is  much  greater.  The  largest  number  of  visitors  and  reader*  at  tbe 
library  on  a  single  Sunday  was  1 72,  March  )  4.  1 909.  The  smalleri 
number  was  31,  due  to  hard  storm.  Average  Sunday  attendance,  94. 
Amount  of  reference  work  done  during  the  months  of  November  and 
January  was  greater  than  at  any  time  during  the  year,  the  rooms  beini 
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crowded   much   of  the   time.      The   reading    room    is   supplied  with    46 
periodicals  and  3  daily  papers  for  adults  and  6  magazines  for  children. 

LIBRARY  AND  SCHOOL 

The  school  supplementary  reading  collection  contains  7,1  SI   volumes, 
the  growth  being  768.     School  use  for  eight  months  was  20,914,  an  in- 
crease of  1,787.     These  are  purchased  by  the  School  District,  care  and 
issue  being  a  library  charge.      Figures  given  in  tables  indicate  possibly  a 
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little  more  than  one-half  the  real  use.  With  a  tatiifaclory  d^veiy  and 
collection  system,   use  would  be  largely  increased. 

Experiments  with  ihc  school  deposit  libraries  have  been  very  satis- 
factory, and  [he  only  regret  is  that  the  plan  could  not  be  put  into  more 
general  use.  But  three  schools  are  now  thus  supphed.  the  Humboldt,  300 
volumes:  Floyd.  200;  and  South  Park.  235;  the  Hrsi  two  (or  seven 
months  and  the  third  for  two  months.  Aggregate  use  of  the  735  volumes 
for  the  limited  period  was  7.542. 

There  are  requests  From  five  school  principals  for  deposit  libraries, 
ss  well  as  numerous  appeals  for  special  room  collections.  These  will  be 
furnished  the  coming  year.  Washington  Park  branch,  when  completed. 
will  supply  Ihe  Hurabold!.  as  well  as  other  schools. 

The  growing  need  for  closer  relations  with  the  schools  is  apparent 
each  day.  With  a  school  supervisor  of  library  work,  not  only  a  great 
deal  more  work  could  be  accomplished  with  children,  but  il  would  be  of  a 
decidedly  higher  order.  It  is  hoped  that  this  department  can  be  created 
with  the  new   school   year. 

Continued  appreciation  Is  noted  of  the  Bulletin  for  Teachers,  issued 
by  the  library  each  school  mcaith  of  the  year,  mimeographed  copies  being 
placed  in  the  hands  of  each  teacher.  This  contains  a  title  index  to  article) 
in  ibe  leading  educational  magazines  received  at  the  library  with  occasional 
reference  to  articles  of  interest  in  the  general  magazines  and  books  of  in- 
terest to  teachers.  Most  teachers  call  it  "the  lime-saver."  as  il  not  un- 
frequently  occurs  that  several  articles  can  be  read  in  the  time  that  would 
ordinarily  be  taken  lo  merely  looking  over  the  various  magazines  in  search 
of  something  of  interest. 

With  better  understanding  between  high  school  teachers  and  library 
assistants,  resulting  in  closer  co-operation,  a  decided  increase  is  noted  in  the 
use  of  the  library  by  high  school  students. 

PUBLICATIONS    AND    EXTENSION    WORK 

Special  publications  of  the  year  were  confined  lo  the  annual  report. 
Bulletin  and  a  reading  list  on  municipal  affairs.  The  occasion  fw  the 
last  named  was  the  "Ad  Club"  dinner  at  which  the  proposed  city  charter 
was  under  discussion.  The  list  comprised  titles  under  various  headings, 
such  as  Municipal  art;  Charters;  Garbage,  Hygiene;  Public  parks; 
Playgrounds;  Police;  Roads  and  pavements;  Sanitary  engineering;  Street 
cleaning:  Water  supply.  A  copy  of  the  folder  was  placed  at  each  plate, 
and  others  were  given  general  circulation.      The  increased  use  of  books 


will  doubtless  continue  at  least  until  after  the  submission  of  the  charter  to  a 
vote  of  the  people. 

At  the  request  of  the  librarian,  the  senator  and  representatives  in  the 
state  legislature  from  Buchanan  County  provided  the  library  with  copies 
of  all  measures  introduced  in  either  house,  and  they  are  kept  on  file  for 
the  use  of  the  public.  The  value  of  these  bills  were  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  subject  indexes  prepared  and  furnished  by  the  Missouri  Library 
Commission.  Calls  for  the  bills  were  numerous.  The  library  was  also 
one  of  the  centers  for  distributing  copies  of  the  special  charter  bill. 

The  leading  magazines  are  indexed  each  month,  mimeograph  copies 
being  placed  in  the  reading  rooms  of  the  library  and  various  clubs.  It  is 
published  regularly  in  the  columns  of  the  News-Press.  It  seems  to  be 
appreciated  by  busy  people. 

Tlie  library  participates  in  the  educational  work  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 
by  the  loan  of  books  and  globe,  and  by  book  deposits  at  its  extension  sta- 
tions. Deposit  libraries  are  also  made  at  the  Detention  home  and  Home 
for  little  wanderers.  No  record  is  kept  of  the  use  of  these  other  than  the 
first  issue. 

A  compilaion  of  all  genealogical  titles  in  the  library  was  made,  and 
copies  furnished  the  patriotic  societies  of  the  city.  The  books  are  largely 
used. 

CATALOGING   DEPARTMENT 

In  additions  to  regular  accessions,  the  cataloging  department  under 
Misses  Martin  and  Kerr,  and  later  Miss  Reichert,  continued  the  work  of 
revision  ol  the  classification  and  cataloging  of  the  library.  The  biographical 
section  was  completed  and  all  German  and  French  fiction  changed,  as  well 
as  the  Shakespearean  collection  in  literature.  Over  2,300  titles  were 
thus  treated.  Total  number  of  cards  made,  6,962.  This  is  made  pos- 
sible by  the  use  of  4,000  Library  of  Congress  cards.  Miss  Martin  is 
also  in  charge  of  the  statistical  department  of  the  library,  which  furnished 
the  basis  for  this  report. 

PAY  COLLECTION 

Receipts  from  the  pay  collection  of  fiction  were  $368.30.  The 
collection  now  consists  of  308  volumes,  277  volumes  having  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  free  collection.  During  the  year  256  volumes  were  pur- 
chased. Receipts  cover  the  cost  of  rebinding  all  books  transferred  to  the 
free  collection.  No  separate  record  is  kept  of  amount  of  penalties  col- 
lected from  this  department. 
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READING    ROOM 

The  incieasing  p<qHiIarity  of  the  Readiog  room  is  sa  evident  u  lo 
CKUK  general  comment.  It  will  be  a  question  of  but  a  short  tine  wbm 
the  advisability  of  removing  this  department  to  more  commodious  quarten 
on  the  second  floor  will  be  a  matter  for  consultation  vfilh  the  School 
Board.  Had  the  library  the  necessary  funds  for  providing  supervisioo  of 
the  room  thus  located,  the  mailer  would  be  worthy  considering  at  this  tiiM. 
Additional  chairs  arc  sadly  needed.  Two  hundred  and  se\enty-tn-o 
periodicals  are  now  received,  62  of  which  are  gifts. 

CURRENT   EVENTS    TABLE 

Exhibits  on  the  current  events  table  and  bulletin  board  which  U- 
tracted  the  most  general  attention  were  the  following:  Domestic  sciuce 
exhibit,  aided  by  a  loan  from  American  school  of  home  economics.  Qu- 
cago;  Tuberculosis,  with  a  collection  of  pamphiels  secured  from  the  Inln- 
national  congress  on  tuberculosis,  held  b  Washington.  D.  C.  Sept.  2&- 
Oct.  3;  Fhe  Balkans,  followed  later  by  the  Turkish  uprising;  Abraham 
Lincoln  anniversary :  The  U.  S.  army,  on  the  occasion  of  the  militaiT 
tournament:  Gardening  and  fruit  growing. 


Binding  expense  was  $1,768.64.  Average  cost  per  volume  wk 
47.5  cents.  The  Increase  in  average  cost  was  occasioned  by  an  impro»f- 
meni  in  material  used,  and  the  larger  number  of  periodicals  bound. 

IN    GENERAL 

Volumes  issued  through  the  delivery  stations  again  show  a  decreaie, 
the  total  being  5,142.  Establishing  of  school  deposits  was  probably  iie 
cause  for  this.  Unsatisfactory  at  best,  no  effort  is  made  to  mcrease  it- 
livery  station  use. 

The  method  of  loaning  books  lo  fire  stations  on  cards  issued  in  ^ 
No.  of  the  house  has  proven  much  more  satisfactory  than  deposit  books, 
as  giving  the  men  freedom  of  selection.  No  record  is  kept  of  individiul 
use  of  books  so  Issued. 

Sunday  users  of  library  numbered  16,336.  an  increase  of  2,674. 
Of  these  6.055  were  children.  Sunday  Issue  of  books  was  I  I.1 12,  2.496 
being  from  the  branch.  By  departments  the  numbers  were  as  follows: 
Adult,  main,  5,123;  branch,  1.349;  children,  main.  3,493;  brancK 
1,147.     Tlie  libraries  were  open  fifty-two  Sundays. 

Three  members  of  the  staff  attended  the  meeting  of  the  A,  L,  A.  at 
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Minneapolis,  and  an  equal  number  were  in  attendance  on  the  meeting  of 
the  Missouri  library  association. 

Use  of  books  on  the  vacation  plan  showed  an  enlarged  and  appre- 
ciative use. 

The  local  newspapers  have  been  most  liberal  in  giving  space  to 
library  matters,  and  in  support  of  the  institution  in  all  ways.  Acknowl- 
edgment is  made  to  the  News-Press  and  the  Gazette  for  many  courtesies. 
The  former  publishes  lists  of  new  books  added,  and  the  latter  uses  all 
special  lists  prepared.     Both  are  liberal  in  space  given  on  library  matters. 

A  large  number  of  additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection  of 
state  reports.  The  most  valuable  sets  are  practically  complete,  including 
the  geological  survey. 

The  books  of  the  library  have  just  had  a  thorough  cleaning  by  the 
suction  process,  an  electric  renovator,  the  joint  purchase  of  library  and 
school  board,  making  this  possible.  The  books  were  cleaned  in  a  fraction 
of  the  time  heretofore  required,  and  without  additional  expense. 

THE   NEW   BRANCH 

The  library  needs  of  North  St.  Joseph  having  been  demonstrated  in 
so  many  ways,  it  was  gratifying  in  the  extreme  when,  after  a  brief  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  matter,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  offered  a  second 
branch  to  the  city. 

Under  date  of  January  22  a  statement  of  conditions  and  needs  was 
submitted  to  Mr.  Carnegie  by  Mr.  Atwill,  president  of  the  Board.  A 
prompt  reply  (Jan.  26),  asking  as  to  amount  of  support  of  the  present 
library  system  by  the  city,  met  with  an  equally  prompt  response  (Jan  29). 
The  information  being  satisfactory,  under  date  of  Feb.  1,  an  offer  of  $23,- 
000  for  a  second  branch  was  received,  subject  to  usual  conditions  of  site 
and  support.  February  16  the  council  extended  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Carnegie.  A  site  was  provided  by  an  extension  of  Washington  Park 
grounds,  and  the  citizens  of  North  St.  Joseph  immediately  added  $2,800 
by  popular  subscription  as  a  book  and  equipment  fund.  The  council 
later  formally  accepted  the  tender  according  to  its  terms,  and  immediately 
apportioned  $2,300  for  the  new  branch,  which  has  been  named  Wash- 
ington Park  branch  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  matter  of  plans,  etc.,  for  the  new  building  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  a  special  committee,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  have  the  branch 
ready  to  serve  the  appreciative  people  of  North  St.  Josepn  early  in  1910. 

Usual  statistical  tables  accompany  and  form  a  part  of  this  report. 

Especial   acknowledgment   l«   due  to  the  members  of  the  staff   for 
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conscientious  assistance  under  trying  circumslances.  caused  by  changes  in 
duty  and  incteased  service,  and  to  the  members  of  the  library  board  ioi 
helpful  consideration  of  all  matters  brought  lo  their  attention,  as  well  u 
interest  m  duties  permitted  outside  the  library  as  an  officer  of  the  A.  L.  A. 
*nd  the  Missouri  Library  Commission. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PuRD  B.  Wright. 
St.  Joseph.  Mo..  May    1,    1909.  Librari-^ 


STATE  OF  MISSOURI. 

County  of  Buchanan. 

Before  me.  Clara  B.  Davis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  counti' 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright.  Librarian  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  thi 
(acts  and  figures  submitted  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

Gven  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  I  2th  day  of  May.   1 909. 
Clara  B.  Davis. 
(seal)  Notary    Public. 

My  commission  expires  June  I.  1910. 


I— LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

Book  Account. 

Number  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1908..  42,311 
Additions  for  fiscal  year: 

By  purchase 3,778 

By  transfer  from  duplicate  collection 277 

By  periodicals  bound 449 

By  donations,  accessioned,  and  Govt,  docs.  527          5,031 
Withdrawals: 

Worn  out,  burned,  etc 440 

Lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for 41 

Lost  and  not  paid  for 22 

Unaccounted  for  last  year 66 

Government  documents  (duplicates,  etc.) . .  596             1,165         3,866 

Number  of  volumes  now  in  library 46,177 

School  Supplementary  Reading  Department. 

No.  volumes  reported  April  .30,  1908  6,413 

Additions  for  fiscal  year 1,083 

Withdrawals: 

Worn  out,  lost,  etc 206 

Transferred  to  schools 109  315 

Net  increase  for  year 768 

No.  volumes  in  school  collection  .  7,181 

Number  of  volumes  in  library 5o,358 

Accessions  and  Withdrawals  Classified,  1908-1909. 

Class  Accessions     Withdrawals     Net  Gain 

General  08  5  03 

Philosophy    34  1  33 

Religion    129  3  126 

♦Sociology  (inc.  pub.  doc.  158  v.) 519  **605  ***86 

Language  118  32  86 

Natural   science ...  156  15  141 

Useful    arts 277  5  272 

Fine   arts 3  60  10  150 

Literature    258  34  224 

Travel 217  14  203 

Biography    1 05  6  159 

History  301  24  337 

Periodicals    (R.    L.) 701                  701 

Children's    stories 656  194  462 

Fiction   (inc.  duplicate  collection) 1,182  217  965 

Total    5,031  1,165  3,866 

♦Public  documents  received:  158. 
♦♦Duplicate  public  documents,  596. 
♦♦♦Decrease. 
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II— EXPENDITURES  OF  LIBRARY. 


Book  accounl:  fund.  fund.                                      Total 

Books »3,710  8S  $3,nO  8fi 

Periodicals    418  37  S400  00          813  3? 

Binding    1,763  84     (  5,892  OS  1,T6S  84     S  6Mt  01 

Salaries  Ln.  &  Assls.  8,36g  90  S,S6S  99 

Heat  and  engineer..  lOT  3S  407  3S 

Janitors     1.077  00  1,077  00 

Ptg.  and  Stationery.  322  7(  40  95                              363  «9 

Postage 32  00  a.'i  83                                e?  S3 

Repairs    163  93  163  93 

Insurance    ss  00  3S  00 

Furniture    361   05  137   50                                      498  Si 

Telephone 73  00  72  on 

Electric  Light 125  S4  18S  54 

Cards    lOT  an  107  » 

Miscellaneous    328  il.l  74  34                              302  K 

Frt.   &   exp, ..  102  30  105  30 

Delivery   sta. ...  80  00  90  00 


Total 


LIBRARY  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 
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Brought   forward    $  25  75 

From  duplicate  collection    368  30 

Penalties  on  overdue  books 83T  71 

Catalogs 3  05 

Supplements     2  65 

Miscellaneons 134  24     $  1,371  70 


Disbursements. 

■posited   to  credit  Sec.-Trcas 

Freight  and  express   $  102  30 

Postage    35  83 

Stationery  40  95 

Delivery  stations  expenses   i  80  00 

Miscellaneous    74  34 


CONTENTS  OF  LIBRARY  CLASSIFIED,  1904  AND  1909. 


As 
reported 
CLASS  1904 

General    567 

Philosophy    278 

Religion     667 

Sociology    1218 

U.  S.  Public  documents *3610 

Language    114 

Natural  science    799 

Useful  arts    486 

Fine  arts    496 

Literature    2456 

Travel     1526 

Biography    1865 

History    2509 

Fiction  (inc.  children's  stories)...   8886 
Bound  -periodicals   (R.   L.) 2612 

Total    28089 


No.  vols,   circulating  dept. 
No.  vols,  in  reference  dept. 


20501 

7588 


As 
reported 
1909 

1117 
444 

1295 

2993 

t3610 

364 

1623 

1630 

1302 

3370 

2563 

2633 

3732 
14279 

5222 

46177 

33,955 
12223 


School 
Increase  in  Collec- 
5  years  tion,  1909 

550 
166 

628  150 

1775  200 


250 

824 

1144 

806 

914 

1037 

768 

1224 

5393 

2610 


1650 

694 

32 

•    •    • 

1464 
474 
552 

788 
1177 


18088 

13454 
4635 


7181 


"^^  Included  collections  since  classified  under  proper  sociological  and  other 

headings,  with  duplicates, 
f"  All  serial  numbered  documents  except  73  v.  in  process  of  classification. 
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mary  and  General   Statistics 


Number   of  days   opcu,   350. 
N'ltniber 


Largesi 
Smaller 


of  Sundays  opfii.  .",2   (l;:i(l  to  r>:M  ]i.  ill.) 

daily   issue,  Sii.j.'-ii  increase,  7^^. 

secular  daily  t'isuc,  (i3.">;   increase.  7. 

Siii^day  issue.  2M:  increase.  IP,. 

i.ssne   ill  one  day.   Main   Library.   Mar,    in.   iy09,   1049, 

issue  in  one  day,  Main   Library,  Oct.  ai,   10O8,  170, 
issue  in  one  day,  Larnegie  Branch,  Feb.  25,  1909.  110, 

issue  in  one  day.  Carnefrie   Brancli.  Oct,  21.  1908.  18, 

total   issue,  one   month.   Marcli.   lono,   2S 
.  total  issue,  one  month.  September,  laos,  1;(,114;  i 
io!i;     Adult.  ll7.aoo;  children,  SJ.805:  total.  20:1,005; 

of  cardholders.  H.na;   increase.  103.    Cards   outstanding. 
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IV— DONORS  AND  DONATIONS 

Vols.     Pamp. 

Bcnion,  Rev.  S.  R 2 

Bishop,  John  P.,  collection  of  clippings   

Bullard,    Rev.    Henry    30  280 

Canada — Supt.  of  Immigration   3 

Carnegie,  Andrew,  N.  Y 1 

Charnowitz,  Henry   2 

Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  First  and  Second   10 

Combe  Ptg.  Co 25 

Coolidge,  Asenath  Carter,  Watertown,   N.   Y 1 

Craig 1 

Garth,  Mrs.,  Craig  curio  collection    

D.  A.  R.,  St.  Joseph  Chapter  2 

Diek  Nachf,  J.  H.  W.,  Stuttgart  1 

Eclipse  Electrotype  and  Engraving  Co.,  Cleveland,  O 2 

Electrical  Railway  Journal,  N.  Y 1 

Fulkerson,   F.   B 8 

Hazen,  C.  H 2 

Hazen,  W.   B 19  120 

Hamilton,  C.  A.,  Wagner,  Neb 2 

Holaday,  Duncan  200 

Hyatt  &  Atwill  5 

niinois  Historical  Society 2 

Indiana — Adjt.   General    1 

Iowa — State    Library    22  15 

James,  Mrs.  W.  K 1 

Joseph  Lodge  No.  73,  I.  O.  B.  B 5 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society  2 

Lambert,  Annie  A.,  St.  Paul,  Minn 1 

Longman,   Green    1 

Marchant,  Mrs.  A.  J 9  6 

Marshal,  Mr.  E 162 

Martin,  Miss   2 

Michel,  John    104 

Mississippi  Dept.  of  Archives  and  History,  Jackson,  Miss...  2 

Missionary  Volunteer  Society  of  Seventh  Day  Adventists..  2 

Missouri  State  Board  of  Agriculture   . .    2  6 

Morton,  Dr.  Daniel  r»  20 

New  York  Association  for  Blind,  N.  Y 2 

Nelson-Hanne  Ptg.  Co 1 

New  Zealand,  Dept.  of  Tourists  and  Health  Resort   2  1 

Peale,  Miss 200 

Perry,  Annie  M 3 

Railway  News  Bureau,  Chicago,  111 1 

Raymond,  Geo.,  Lansing,  N.  Y 3 

St.  Joseph  High  School  Class  of  1908   1 

St.  Joseph  Medical  Society   I 

St.  I,ouis  Republic 1 

St.  Marys  Falls  Canal  Semi-Centenninl  Com 1 

State  Historical  Society  of  Missouri    69 

Stimson,  John  Ward,  Redding  Center,  Conn 1 

Turner,    Miss   Anna    3 

University   of   Chicago,   picture    

U.   S.   Departments    220  878 
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U.  S.  Library  of  Congress  4 

Vandiver,  W.  D.,  State  Swpt.  of  liiMirance   1 

Veeder,  S,  H..  Chieaso.  Ill 118 

Welty,  Mrs.  E.  A.,  rubber  plant  

Wcslminslcr  College.  Fulton,  Mo Z 

Wcstovcr,   Dr.   H.    W 24 

Woodson.   Elmer   _ 1 

Young  People's  Alliance  Evangelical    Ass'n,    subscription, 
Evangelical   Messenger    


COMMITTEE  REPORTS 


ADMINISTRATION    COMMITTEE 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen:  The  duty  devolved  upon  this  committee  of  reporting  to 
the  Library  Board  at  the  time  the  death  of  Annie  M.  Perry,  which  oc- 
curred Jan.  5,  1909.  Miss  Perry  had  been  reference  librarian  of  this 
library  since  its  opening  in  1891.  Appropriate  resolutions  in  recognition 
of  long  and  faithful  service  were  adopted  by  the  Board  and  recorded  in 
the  minutes. 

Other  changes  were  as  follows:  Miss  Mary  Reichert  was  advanced 
from  substitute  list  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  resignation  of  Miss  Fife,  Miss 
Martha  Brown  being  named  substitute.  On  resignation  of  Miss  Brown, 
Miss  Sandford  was  named  substitute,  and  regularly  appointed  on  the 
death  of  Miss  Perry.  Miss  Bessie  Albus  was  the  last  appointment  to  the 
substitute  list.  Miss  Lilian  C.  Kerr,  formerly  cataloguer,  is  now  reference 
librarian.   Miss  Reichert  being  assigned  to  the  department  thus  vacated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  P.  Cargill, 
Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer, 
W.    E.   Warrick, 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1909.  Administration  Committee. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE 

To  ihe  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library^ : 

Gentlemen:  The  raising  of  the  boiler  at  Carnegie  branch,  inci- 
dental repairs  to  that  building,  and  the  purchase  of  furniture  for  the  main 
library  were  the  most  important  matters  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  committee.  Elxpenditures  in  the  accounts  named  are  shown  under 
proper  headings  in  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report,  an  appropriation  of  $1,200  by  the  Council, 
at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  S.  J.  Ackerly,  councilmsm  from  the  Ninth  ward, 
for  laying  cement  sidewalks  around  Carnegie  library  grounds.  The 
Board  of  Public  Works  has  let  the  contract,  and  the  promise  is  made 
that  the  walks  will  be  completed  at  an  early  date. 

The  purchase  of  an  electric  renovator  jointly  by  the  school  district 
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lod  Library   Board  will  make  it  possible  to  keep  the  building  and  boob 
n  beller  condilioti  and  at  less  expense  ihan  heretofore, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  Warrick. 
G.  D.   Cartmell. 
Smith  A.   Penney. 
Buildings  and  Grounds  CoramiUee. 
St.   Joseph,   Mo..   May    1,    1909. 


MITTEE 


■umnuucc     . 


To  the  Board  of  Dirccton  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Centlenien :  Despite  the  increased  cost  of  operating  the  library,  m- 
pendilures  in  the  book  account  during  the  year  were  practically  the  lamc 
as  for  1907-8.  The  growth  of  the  library  more  than  kept  pace  wilh 
the  satisfactory  record  of  the  last  few  years. 

Increased  demands  upon  the  reference  department  were  met  by  ad- 
ditions thereto  of  many  needed  lilies.  In  the  periodical  section,  701 
volumes  were  added,  embracing  cither  complete  sets,  or  long  runs  cwn- 
pleling  sets,  of  Auk.  Blackwoods,  Chamber's  journal.  Journal  of  Amer- 
ican folk-lore.  Journal  of  geology.  Music,  Technical  world.  In  the 
young  people's  room  at  the  main  library  also  the  reference  section  :t- 
ceivcd  pllention,  a  number  of  important  titles  being  added. 

The  activities  of  the  library  in  general,  continue  along  the  lines  here- 
tofore developed.  Special  lists  of  books  and  references  arc  compiled  oo 
any  subject  in  which  there  exists  more  than  passing  interest,  and  as  wide 
circulation   as  possible  given  them. 

Recognition  of  the  library  as  a  city  department  of  practical  value  to 
the  masses  is  the  aim  sought  by  the  Library  Board  and  employes.  That 
the  public  is  generous  in  this  regard  is  shown  by  the  steady  increase  b  its 
use. 

Publications  of  the  Library  comprised  three  numbers  of  the  Bulletm, 
a  4-page  pamphlet  containing  titles  in  relation  to  municipal  affairs.  Gov- 
ernment. Health,  Street  paving.  Public  playgrounds.  Engineering.  Water 
supply,  etc. 

As  heretofore  all  purchases  of  books  were  made  under  Board  reg- 
ulations. Respectfully  submitted. 

James  H.  McCord. 
Henry   Bullard, 
J.  W.  Atwill. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,   May   I,   1909.  Library  CoinmtHee. 
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FINANCE   COMMITTEE 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library^: 

Gentlemen:  An  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Library  Board  by  your  committee  shows  that  it  is  correct,  and  balances 
with  the  books  of  the  city  departments  and  the  librarian. 

For  the  year  the  Council  made  an  apportionment  for  library  purposes 
of  $17,000.  $14,000  being  for  the  main  library  and  $3,000  for  Car- 
negie branch.  Credits  to  both  accounts  exceeded  these  sums,  and  ex- 
penditures, by  permission,  were  larger  than  the  opportionments,  for  main 
library  being  $14,358.52,  and  for  Carnegie  branch  $3,095.63.  a  total 
of  $17,454.15.  Expenditures  from  the  library  petty  account  were  as 
follows:  Periodicals.  $400.00;  electric  renovator.  $137.50;  miscel- 
laneous, $333.42.  Total  expenditures  through  all  departments  aggre- 
gated $18,325.07. 

The  apportionment  ordinance  for  1909-10,  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  April  24,  carried  $20,000  for  library  purposes,  as  follows:  Main 
library,  $14,500;  Carnegie  branch,  $3,000;  Washington  Park  branch, 
$2,500.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer, 
G.   D.  Cartmell. 
C.   P.   Cargill. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  1,  1909.  Finance  Committee. 
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Free    Public   Library,    Saint  Joseph,   Missouri 


OFFICERS  AND  B(MRD  OF  DIRECTORS 

1909-1910 

J^resident    J.    W.    ATWILL. 

Vice-President    TAMKS   H.    McCORI) 

Secretary-Treasurer    CH ARISES    A.    PFKI FFlOIl 

Assistant   Secretary    PITRD    H.    WRIGHT 

Term   Expiring  1910 
CHARLES  P.  CARGILL  W.  E.  WARRICK  P.EV.  HENRY  RULLARD 

Term   Expiring  1911 
JA-MES    H.    :MrCORD  REV.    LOUIS    RERXSTEIX  SMITH    A.    PEXXEV 

Term   Expiring  1912 
.1     W.  ATWILL       CHARLES  A.  PFEIFFER       RT.  REV.  MAURICE  F.   P.URKE* 

(■*SiK-ceedin^  G.   D.   Cartmell,    Resigned) 


COMMITTEES 


LIBRARY 

J.     H.    :\IcCORr)  REV.    HEXRY    BULLA RD  J.    W.    ATWILL 

ADIS1INISTRATION 
CHAS.    P.    CARGILL  AV.    E.    WARRICK  CHARLES   A.    PFEIFFER 

BUILDINGS  AND   GROUNDS 
\V.    E.   WARRICK  S.   A.    PEXXY  P.T.  REV.  M.  F.  BURKE 

FINANCE 

CHARLES  A.   PFEIFFER  C.   P.   CARGH^L  S.  A.   PEXXEY 

BY-LAWS 

C.   P.  CARGILL  REV.   LOUIS  BERXSTEIX  RT.   REV.  M.   F.   BURKE 

ART 

.1  a:\ies  h.  :vicCord       rev.  hexry  bullard     rev.  loi'is  berxsteix 

LECTURE 
II  EV.  HEXRY  BULLA  KO    REV.  LOUIS  BERXSTEIX     RT.  REV.  M.  F.  BURKE 

SPECIAL    BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

SMITH  A.   PEXXEY  W.   E.   AVARRICK  CHARLES   A.    PFEIFFER 

REV.    HEXRY  BULLARD  CHAS.    P.    CARGILL 


PRESIDENTS  LETTER  TRANSMITTING  REPORTS 


7  o  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St,  Joseph : 

Gentlemen — In  submitting  to  you  the  reports  of  the  various  officers, 
committees  and  the  librarian  for  the  fiscal  year  1909-1910 — comprising 
the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  St.  Joseph  Public  Library — I  cannot 
refrain  from  calling  attention  to  the  many  activities  in  various  directions  for 
bringing  before  the  people  the  books  and  periodicals  of  the  library,  as  well 
as  the  methods  employed  to  make  these  books  accessible  to  as  many  readers 
as  possible.  When  one  considers  the  limitations  in  resources,  which  curtail 
purchases  as  well  as  limit  the  number  of  employes,  the  showing  made  is 
p>eculiarly  gratifying  to  the  Library  Board.  It  is  but  fair  to  say  that  much 
of  this  is  due  to  the  real  interest,  resourcefulness  and  activity  of  the  librarian 
and  through  him  to  his  well  organized  staff. 

It  is  a  disappointment  not  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the  completion 
of  the  Washington  Park  Branch  library,  secured  through  your  co-operation 
with  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  Bad  weather  caused  a  delay  in  the  building 
work.  Everything  is  ready  from  the  library  standpoint,  and  the  promise  is 
made  that  the  building  will  be  open  within  a  few  weeks. 

Demands  are  constantly  being  made  for  branch  libraries  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  city.  The  needs  of  these  sections  are  being  tested  through 
dep>osit  stations.  It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  the  Board  to  make  recommenda- 
tions whenever  the  proper  authorities  indicate  their  readiness  to  provide  the 
necessary  maintenance  funds.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  policy  out- 
hned  some  years  ago  of  providing  well  located  branches  rather  than  a  large 
accumulation  of  books  in  one  place. 

The  library  authorities  co-operate  in  every  way  possible  with  those  in 
charge  of  school  work,  and  find  the  school  board  officers  and  teachers  most 
helpful  and  interested.  Conditions  represent  co-operative  educational  work 
developed  to  a  high  degree. 

The  statistics  of  the  various  reports  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
growth  and  use  of  the  library.  Your  attention  is  directed  to  the  rep>orts  as 
giving  in  detail  all  the  transactions  of  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  W.  Atwill. 

President  Public  Library  Board. 
St.  JosepK  Mo.,  May  1,  1910. 
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REPORT  OF  1 REASURER 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library^ : 

Gentlemen — The  statement  herewith  shows  the  financial  operations  of 
the  library  by  departments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1910. 

Tlie  total  apportionment  for  the  library  for  the  year  was  $20,000,  of 
which  $14,500  was  for  the  Central  Library,  $3,000  for  Carnegie  branch, 
and  $2,500  for  Washington  Park  branch.  Excess  collections  were  credited 
only  to  Central  Library. 

The  statement  includes  the  special  fund  account,  or  petty  collections  at 
library;  the  Andrew  Carnegie  fund  for  Washington  Park  branch,  and  the 
collection  on  the  fund  contributed  by  St.  Joseph  citizens  for  that  branch. 

All  expenditures  through  the  city  departments  are  accounted  for  in 
duplicate  vouchers,  approved  by  not  less  than  two  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  allowed  by  the  Board,  after  which  they  are  certified  to  by  the 
President.  Original  vouchers  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  city  auditor, 
duplicates  being  retained  in  the  office  of  the  librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo,,  Mav  1,  1910.  Treasurer. 


STATE  OF   MISSOURI, 

)-  ss. 
County  of  Buchanan 

Before  me,  Clara  B.  Davis,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Charles  A.  Pfeiffer,  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  and 
made  oath  that  the  facts  and  figures  in  his  report  are  true  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  4lh  day  of  May.  1910. 

(Seal)  Clara  B.  Davis, 

Notary  Public. 
My  commission  expires  June  1 ,   1910. 
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CENTRAL  LIBRARY 

GEXERAL  ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

I'loni  city    $14,500.00 

E\cr>-s   collections    309. GG     $14,809.66 

.      EXPENDITURES 

By  general  warrants  on  city  treasurer: 

Do*  .k  account — Books     $3,481.09 

Periodicals     12G.54 

Binding     1,G17.55     $5,225.18 

Salaries,  staff   7,GG7.71 

='Hcat  and  engineer   408.32 

Janitor    service     471.00 

I 'rintinj^:  and  stationery    185.54 

1 'outage    ' 51.50 

Repair-     .50 

Insurance     121.00 

I'liruiture     237.90 

Telephone    42.00 

Electric   light    GS.GO 

C  ards     72.14 

(General     258.27     $14,809.66 

'An    item    of    $57.71    against    this    account    was    paid    from    Carnegfie 
1' ranch  funds  hy  city  authorities. 


SPECIAL  FUND  ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

r.r< 'i'i;ht  forward,  in  hands  Board  Treasurer $848. 0:{ 

r.r-iught  forward,  in  hands  Librarian 23.28 

Uvccivetl  from   Duplicate  collection    405.55 

Penalties   on   overdue  books 88(j.08 

Supplements     1.80 

Miscellaneous    144.74 

huvic-t  on  bank  balance 24.78     $2,334.26 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  by  special  warrant  No.  G,  periodicals..  $    42G.;j5 

Paid  by  special  warrant   No.   7,   floor  cover- 
ing,  children's   room 188.00 

]\y  librarian : 

Freight    and    expenses    $  SI. 47 

Postage     33.54 

Stationery     27.05 

Delivery  station  expenses 87.00 

.Miscellaneous     95.02  324.08 

P.alances: 

1  n   hands   Board  Treasurer    1,3G8.4G 

In   hands   Librarian    27.37       1,395.83     $2,334.26 
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CARNEGIE  BRANCH 

RECEIPTS 
From  city  apponionmeni.  1909-10 ...13,00 

EXPENDITLRE.S 
By  general  n-arrants,  city  treasurer : 

Book  account — Books    $^98,33 

Periodicals    103,75 

Binding    127.11     $    789.21 

Salary,  staff  1,8<S.S0 

*Fuel    159.»6 

Janitor    61S.O0 

Telephone 30.00 

Cards    SO.OO 

Electric  light   70.80 

Printing  and  stationery 3,7(1 

Building  repairs ,  44.00 

General 72.25 

Balance  in  hands  city  treasurer J5.58     $3.oc 

•137,71  o(  this  amonnt  is  chargeable  to  Central  Library. 


WASHINGTON  PARK  BRANCH 

RECEIPTS 

From  city  .'iiipiirtitinmcnt,  10O!>-l« 

IlXF'KXDITURES 
BiKik  'iietoiiiii— Itooks    ...      ,*i.(ii9.5i; 

Itindint;    144,00      $1,7G3, 

Salaries 484, 

Prinlinfi  and  ^taiioncrv 73, 

Card-. 90. 

■  iencral     61. 

lialanct  In  hjuids  cilv  tri.M>uii.'r 27. 


87     SS.JOO.OO 


SPECIAL  SUBSCRIPTION  FUND 


i:xi'i-:\niTL"RRs 


.383.72      j;2.299.00 


RECAPITULATION 

(Exclusive  of  Carnegie  Washington  Park  Branch  building  fund,  i 

RECEIPTS 

Central  library,  general  fund $14,809.66 

Central  library,  special   fund    2,334.26 

Carnegie  branch,  general  fund 3,000.00 

Washirgton  Park  branch,  general  fund    2,500.00 

Washington   Park  branch,  subscription    fund    2,299.00    $24,942.9: 

EXPENDITURES 

Central  library,  general  fund  $14,809.66 

Central  library,  special  fund  938.43 

Carnegie  branch,  general  fund 2,984.42 

Washington   Park  branch,  general   fund    2,472.13 

Washington  Park  branch,  subscription  fund   1,016.28 


$22,220.92 
Balances: 

In     hands     city     treasurer,     Carnegie 

branch   funds    $      15.58 

In   hands  city  treasurer,   Washington 

Park  branch  funds   27.87 

In     hands     board     treasurer,     special 

funds     1,368.46 

In  harrds  board  treasurer,  Washington 

Park  subscription  funds 1,282..72 

In  hands  librarian,  special  funds 27.37     $  2.722.00     $24,942.9 


Washington  Park  Branch,  Carnegie  Building  Fund 

Received   from  .Xiulrcw  C;irne<.:^ie.  on  \j^'\h  of  $2."), 000 $20.ooo  ( 

EX  PEXDl  TURKS 

Paid  on  l)iiildms.r  c>ntract $14,52.''>.2;i 

Halance   in   bank 5.474.77      $20.(.m)0  < 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARIAN 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  St.  Joseph  Public  Library^ : 

Gentlemen — ITie  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  Hbrarian  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30.  1910,  is  submitted  herewith. 

The  work  of  the  library  shows  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  books, 
a  small  gain  in  circulation,  and  a  general  widening  of  influence  in  the  com- 
munity at  large  through  satisfied  demands  upon  the  reference  and  other 
departments. 

A  number  of  the  lesser  activities  of  the  library  were  temporarily  sus- 
pended in  order  that  every  attention  could  be  given  the  Washington  Park 
branch  building,  and  the  selection  and  preparation  of  books  therefor. 
Extensive  demands  on  the  branch  being  anticipated,  it  was  the  desire  to 
devote  as  large  a  proportion  of  the  funds  as  possible  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  That  this  was  accomplished  will  be  recognized  when  it  is  shown 
that  the  cost  of  assistance  chargeable  to  the  branch  was  but  $484.50.  It 
was  not,  however,  without  more  than  a  little  sacrifice  to  other  library  work. 

VOLUMES   IN   LIBRARY 

1910         1905         1900         1895     1890-91 
Contents   of  library   proper 52,091     31.200     18,382      12.859     5.510 

The  library  proper  now  contains  52,691  volumes,  the  net  growth 
being  6.514.  Of  these,  2.929  were  purchased  or  bound  for  the  new 
Washington  Park  branch,  and  have  been  inactive,  with  322  volumes  trans- 
ferred from  Central  Library,  being  held  for  the  opening.  Carnegie  branch 
additions  number  586.  and  school  supplementary  reading  collection  1,231. 
Inventory  having  been  changed  to  a  less  busy  season  of  the  year,  no  losses 
are  reported  in  current  statistics.  However,  these  will  not  exceed  previous 
vears. 

ml 

LIBRARY  CARD   HOLDERS 

1910         1905  1900  1895      1890-91 

Xumbei    of  card  holders 8,694        G.708        4,611        4,103        1,546 

Card  holders  number  8.694.  holding  I  3.925  cards.  These  totals  do 
not  include  special  pupils*  cards,  issued  for  use  in  school  deposit  stations,  nor 
cards  issued  for  use  of  the  deposit  stations  elsewhere.  These  aggregate 
about  2, 1 91 .  but  cards  are  not  usable  other  than  at  the  special  stations  where 
issued.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  all  pupils  in  the 
public  schools  between  the  entering  class  in  grade  one  and  the  high 
school  are  reached  directly  by  the  library  through  the  means  of  the  school 
supplementary  reading  collection. 

Cards  are  issued  for  two  years.  Classification  of  holders,  at  issue, 
was  as  follows:  Male.  3.479;  female.  5.363;  under  14  years  of  age. 
3,128;  over  14.  5.714;  new,  4,488;  re-registered.  4.459. 

CIRCULATION 

1910  1905  1900  1895 

Books  issued  for  home  use 206,670     149,210     109,939      108.882 

The  issue  of  books  for  home  use  was  206.670.  as  compared  wil 
203.005   for  the  previous  year.     While  causes  for  fluctuations  in  libn 


use  are  usually  difficult  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction,  it 
is  not  impossible  to  note  conditions  which  affect  the  reading  of  boob 
among  given  classes.  The  abnormally  warm  weather  in  March  started 
building  operations  and  general  outdoor  occupations  unusually  early,  and 
reading  time  was  curtailed.  The  epidemic  of  children's  diseases  (chicken 
pox  and  measles)  since  January  not  only  affected  library  use,  but  cut  do\%D 
the  attendance  of  the  schools.  During  March,  1 ,506  pupils  out  of  a 
registration  of  9,500,  or  about  1 6  [>er  cent,  were  out  of  school  on  account 
of  sickness.  Two  of  the  school  deposit  stations  were  closed  temporarily, 
that  at  South  Park  school  during  February,  and  at  Humboldt  School  on 
the  I  st  of  April.     The  latter  has  not  been  re-opened. 

Compared  with  former  years,  circulation  of  books  was  most  erratic. 
An  increase  of  2.500  was  shown  for  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year.  No- 
vember followed  with  an  increase  of  over  2,000,  December  decreased 
1 ,500,  January  and  February  gained  3,000,  March  decreased  2,000,  and 
April  was  behind  a  small  number.  A  study  of  circulation  by  classes  shows 
a  number  of  changes.  Sociological  books  lead  in  [>ercentage  of  increase, 
33  1-3.  Useful  arts  books  follow  with  21  {>er  cent.  None  of  the  other 
classes  showed  changes  of  note.  Adult  fiction  (all  languages)  comprised 
44.4  {>er  cent  of  total  use,  a  gain  of  1.2  per  cent;  children's  stories,  22.08 
per  cent,  a  decrease  of  1 .08  per  cent. 

EXTENSION   WORK 

1910        1005 
Circulation     11,495     7,542 

While  many  former  activities  of  the  library  were  curtailed,  increased 
attention  was  given  extension  work,  in  an  effort  to  make  books  more  easily 
accessible  to  as  many  readers  as  possible.  Deposit  stations  heretofore  estab- 
lished at  Humboldt,  South  Park  and  Floyd  Schools  were  continued,  with 
an  increased  number  of  books.  In  addition,  deposits  were  made  at  Bliss. 
Maxwell,  Pettepier  and  Florence  schools,  the  Home  for  Little  Wanderers. 
Detention  Home,  Rescue  Home  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.  branch.  Books  were 
furnished  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  its  work  with  paroled  boys  from  the  juvenile 
court.  All  of  these  were  provided  from  the  Central  Library.  From  Car- 
negie branch  experiments  are  being  made  with  two  systems.  A  deposit 
station  of  100  volumes  was  placed  in  the  Swift  Packing  Co.  plant  in  Feb- 
ruary. For  the  Hammond  Packing  plant  a  special  card  was  arranged  for 
on  which  25  books  were  to  be  issued  at  one  time  to  one  person,  he  distribut- 
ing the  books  among  the  readers.  This  affords  an  opportunity  for  more 
frequent  changes,  and  for  learning  what  classes  of  books  appeal  to  the  read- 
ers. It  was  adopted  from  our  method  of  issuing  books  to  the  fire  depart- 
ment. Each  fire  station  has  a  card,  and  the  firemen  select  their  own  books, 
the  number  issued  being  regulated  by  the  number  of  firemen  at  the  station, 
and  changed  as  often  as  desired. 

The  recorded  issue  of  books  at  the  various  stations  was  1  1 ,495  vol- 
umes.     If  to  this  were  added  the  room  use  and  the  number  issued   from 
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stations  which  kept  no  record,  a  fair  idea  of  the  value  of  the  stations  could 
be  gained. 

Xo.  pupils 

registered.  No.  Vols.  No.  months.     Issue. 

Humboldt    school    097  400  7                  4.8(>2 

^^  South   Park    410  300  8                  2,61M) 

Floyd    o57  300  8                   1,483 

Bliss      389  200  5                   1,474 

Maxwell    8()  200  7                      830 

Pettepicr     29                    94  0   Not  rep'rted 

Detention  Home    ...  ..    Not  rep'rted 

Rescue  H  ome ...  . .    Not  rep'rted 

^Station  closed  April  1,  on  account  of  sickness  in  school,  and  not  Te- 
rpen ed. 

**Station  closed  two  weeks  on  account  of  sickness  in  school. 

A  copy  of  Vlastos*  History  of  the  United  States,  in  modern  Greek, 
was  placed  in  the  library.  Being  little  used  it  was  taken  to  the  foreman  of 
one  of  the  shoe  shining  shops  operated  by  young  Greeks.  These  boys  read 
it  with  avidity,  and  in  one  year  it  has  been  in  seven  shops,  and  read  by  37 
boys.  Desiring  to  ascertain  what  was  gained  from  the  book  the  writer 
asked  one  little  fellow  who  had  been  in  this  country  but  a  few  months, 
what  he  liked  best.  "Fighting'*  (meaning  battles).  **Which  fighting?" 
"With  the  Spanishers.  Didn't  we  lick  *em!"  He  already  talks  of  the 
United  States  as  **us."      And  the  demand  is  for  more  books. 

The  library  took  part  in  the  city  charter  campaign  in  the  late  summer 
by  securing  and  circulating  thirty-five  copies  of  the  proposed  law.  They 
were  in  constant  use.  In  connection  with  the  activities  of  the  Anti-Tubercu- 
losis League,  special  reading  lists  of  helpful  books  were  prepared  and  pub- 
lished in  the  local  newspapers.  The  books,  placed  on  the  current  events 
table  the  week  preceding  Tuberculosis  Sunday,  were  largely  used. 

CHILDREN  AND  THE   LIBRARY 

1010  1905 

Central    library    45,8GG  32,615 

Carnegie  branch    8,828  4,191 

School  supplementary  reading  23,124  12.070 

School  deposit  stations    11,339  .... 

Total  circulation    89,157         48,876 

Prior  to  the  fiscal  year  ending  in  1905.  no  separate  record  was  kept 
of  use  of  children's  books.  The  growth  since  then  has  been  steady.  De- 
spite the  opening  of  school  deposit  stations,  the  books  for  which  were  from 
this  department,  the  children's  room  at  Central  Library  has  shown  a  con- 
stant increase  in  use  until  last  year.  Statistics  for  the  current  year  show 
45.866  volumes  issued,  a  decrease  of  3,576.  largely  due  to  the  deposit  sta- 
tions and  the  epidemic  of  chicken  pox  and  measles.  Increased  issue  at 
deposit  stations  was  5.042. 

The  rearrangement  of  the  room,  made  at  the  time  of  putting  on  the 
new  floor  covering,  is  a  notable  improvement.  Better  provision  is  made 
for  supervision,  and  the  appearance  of  the  room  is  decidedly  better. 
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Miss  McCoy,  children's  librarian  at  the  Central  Library,  reports  as 
follows : 

The  most  gratifying  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  increase  in  ref- 
erence work,  both  with  teachers  and  pupils.  The  new  reference  boob 
added  have  been  the  greatest  help.  Selected  books  set  aside  on  special 
shelves  for  use  of  teachers  in  the  lower  grades  have  been  in  constant  use. 
Miss  Burris,  primary  su{>ervisor  of  the  public  schools,  has  shown  her  interest 
in  the  work,  and  acknowledgment  is  made  for  outlines  in  language  study 
and  geography  which  made  it  possible  to  have  ready  each  month  book  lists 
and  timely  reference  reserves. 

With  a  view  to  arousing  interest  in  a  higher  class  of  stories  for  boys 
and  girls,  annotated  lists  were  made,  and  the  use  of  these  exceeded  our 
expectations.  A  shelf  of  books  of  standard  authors  borrowed  from  the 
adult  department,  was  another  means  used  to  interest  children  in  the  best 
reading. 

The  usual  monthly  bulletins  were  posted,  v^th  si>ecial  bulletins  for 
topics  of  timely  interest,  such  as  North  Pole,  Airships,  Comets,  etc. 

As  will  be  seen  by  Miss  Senter's  report,  use  of  this  d^artment  at 
Carnegie  branch  is  more  pleasing  than  last  year,  on  account  of  improved 
conditions  among  the  people. 

The  use  of  the  children's  library,  89,157  volumes  issued,  is  43. 1  per 
cent  of  the  total.      It  is  an  increase  of  4,355  over  last  year. 

REFERENCE 

Demands  upon  the  reference  department  constantly  grow.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  meet  all  legitimate  inquiries.      Under  Miss  Kerr  a  number 

of  changes  have  been  made,  notable  among  which  was  a  rearrangement  of 
reference  periodicals.  A  premature  announcement  by  a  friendly  refwrter 
through  his  newspaper  that  the  library  had  opened  a  new  department,  the 
Bureau  of  Information,  and  that  any  question  would  be  answered  over  the 
telephone,  simply  swamped  the  force  for  a  number  of  days.  While  a  large 
proportion  of  the  questions  asked  were  of  no  consequence,  the  publication 
unquestionably  proved  of  value  to  the  library.  Few-  questions  of  importance 
remained  unanswered.  The  variety  of  topics  covered  caused  an  immediate 
strengthening   of   various   divisions. 

Growth  in  the  use  of  the  department  by  out-of-town  residents  is  some- 
what remarkable.  As  heretofore,  requests  for  help  from  nearby  colleges 
are  granted  if  possible.  It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  curtail  some- 
what the  borrowing  privilege  previously  extended  these  institutions,  especially 
as  relating  to  reference  books.  Work  with  students  of  Tarkio,  Park.  West- 
minster, William  Jewell  and  Camden  colleges  is  noted,  as  well  as  the  schools 
of  Cameron,  Savannah,  Mound  City  and  other  places. 

Little  value  is  attached  to  the  records  of  table  use,  as  only  a  portion  of 
the  books  used  in  the  library  are  left  on  tables  to  be  counted.  By  far  the 
greater  use  of  the  reference  department  is  by  students,  club  workers,  and 
others  who  replace  the  volumes  used  in  their  proper  places,  or  upon  the 
special  reserve  shelves.      Books  left  upon  tables  numbered  27,084. 
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LIBRARY  AND  SCHOOL 

1910.  1905. 

Volumes.  Use.         Volumes.  Use. 
Number  of  volumes  and  use 8,112     2:{,124  r»,027      12,070 

The  collection  of  books  provided  by  the  School  District  for  supple- 
mentary reading  numbers  8.412  volumes,  a  growth  of  1.231.  Circulation 
was  23,124^  a  gain  of  2,210.  As  the  books  are  retained  an  average  of 
six  weeks,  and  many  teachers  take  but  one-half  as  many  books  as  they  have 
pupils,  the  real  use  was  probably  40  to  50  per  cent  greater. 

Five  deposit  stations  in  schools,  with  1 ,400  volumes,  showed  an  issue 
of  II,  3  39  volumes.      No  account  is  kept  of  use  in  school  buildings. 

The  opening  of  the  new  branch  will  release  the  books  from  the  Hum- 
boldt school  station,  and  it  is  hoped  to  add  sufficiently  to  this  number  to 
permit  the  opening  of  two  stations  in  other  districts. 

CATALOGUING  DEPARTMENT 

Despite  limitations  and  some  disorganization,  a  great  deal  of  work  was 
accomplished  in  this  department.  Cataloguing  the  books  for  the  new  branch 
interfered  somewhat  with  the  revision  of  the  catalog  of  the  Central  Library, 
but  classification  of  all  titles  duplicated  for  the  branch  were  revised.  The 
classification,  changes  and  records  were  under  Miss  Martin,  as  heretofore, 
and  Miss  Reichert,  with  one  assistant  for  six  months,  and  under  the  general 
supervision  of  Miss  Kerr,  reference  librarian,  was  in  charge  of  cards. 
Typewritten  cards  numbered  6,125;  Library  of  Congress  and  other  printed 
cards,  13,304;  total,  19,428.  Cards  for  the  publications  of  the  United 
States  Geological  survey  to  the  number  of  3,521  were  purchased  from  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  it  was  hoped  to  have  these  filled  out  and  filed, 
but  it  was  found  impossible.      These  are  not  included  in  the  above  total. 

Each  year  the  school  superintendent  selects  a  number  of  titles  of  books 
for  professional  and  academic  studies,  and  teachers  reading  one  title  from 
each  list  and  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  thereon  are  granted  an 
increase  of  salary  of  $2.50  a  month.  The  library  duplicates  these  titles 
liberally,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  all  are  in  constant  use. 

Special  school  cards  are  now  held  by  353  teachers,  and  their  use  is 
general.  A  gratifying  proportion  of  the  increase  in  the  300  class  is  credited 
to  teachers,  esp>ecial  attention  having  been  given  to  the  purchase  of  educa- 
tional books. 

BINDING  AND  REPAIRING 

The  number  of  books  bound  or  rebound  was  3,738.  at  a  cost  of 
$1,888.66,  or  an  average  cost  of  50.5  cents.  This  is  an  increase  over 
former  years,  occasioned  by  the  fact  that  better  material  was  used,  and  that 
772  volumes  of  magazines  were  bound,  a  larger  number  than  heretofore. 
No  record  is  kept  of  the  number  of  volumes  repaired  in  the  library,  but  an 
estimate  from  the  daily  average  places  this  at  27,263.  This  work  includes 
everything  from  the  repair  of  a  damaged  page  to  replacing  an  entire  cover. 
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CARNEGIE    BRANCH 

More  Mttled  conditions  in  a  business  way  in  the  southtni  part  of  at 
cky  WM  reflected  in  belter  use  of  Cairegie  branch  library.  A  notsblt 
inacMC  is  shown  in  the  use  of  the  branch  by  children,  the  direct  result  of  the 
enpl^^ment  of  fe>ver  foreigners  in  the  industrial  plants.  Th«  same  ixupra^t- 
ment  it  noted  in  school  attendance. 

Miss  Senter,  libtanan  in  charge  of  this  branch,  reports  as  followi: 

The  branch  now  contains  7,404  volumes,  590  being  added  duriotf  the 
year.  This  number  includes  additions  by  gift,  by  purchase,  tramfrncd 
from  the  main  library  (four  in  number),  and  one  volume  added  lo  iIk 
duplicate  pay  collection.  There  were  also  sixteen  pamphlets  added.  To 
the  circulating  departments  belong  5,949  volumes,  to  the  reference  dtpait- 
Rient  1,455  volumes.  The  juvenile  department  contains  1,623  voIubm. 
86  of  which  are  reference.  One  hundred  and  eight  books  were  cancelled  and 
withdrawn  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  76  v^ere  worn  out,  I  I  butntd 
on  account  of  contagious  diseases,  7  lost  and  paid  for.  12  missing  last  year 
and  2  transferred  to  ihe  main  library  for  the  Washington  Park  branch. 

The  number  of  registrations  for  the  year  was  614.  of  which  number 
373  were  new  members  and  241  renewals.  Adults  287.  children  327. 
One  hundred  sixty'Seven  non-fiction  cards  were  issued.  Elight  cards  were 
cancelled  this  year.     The  number  of  cards  now  in  force  is  1 ,377. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  for  the  year  was  20.589. 
an  increase  of  542  over  last  year,  with  an  increase  in  the  juvenile  department 
of  923.  While  the  adulut  department  falls  381  below  last  year,  the  dis- 
tinct gain  in  several  classes  indicates  a  broadening  in  the  scope  of  reading 
and  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  fiction. 

The  number  of  young  readers  is  steadily  increasing. 

Use  of  the  library  by  students  of  all  classes  is  growing.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  using  the  reference  rooms,  aside  from  the  Sunday  readen 
and  visitors,  was  10,275,  a  daily  average  of  33.  The  number  of  Sunday 
readers  and  visitors  was  4,367  for  the  year,  an  average  of  84.  The  num- 
ber of  books  used  as  reference  was  7,780.  Reference  hsls  upan  the  f(J- 
lowing  subjects  were  in  use  during  the  year:  Out^door  books.  Electricity. 
George  Eliot,  Arctic  explorations.  Forestry.  American  railroads,  American 
writers  1776-1850,   1850-1900.  St.  Joseph  and  the  Pony  Express. 

January  28,  1910.  a  station  was  established  at  the  Swift  padcinc 
housi?.  But  little  can  be  said  of  this  undertaking,  as  it  has  been  in  operatioQ 
but  three  months.  Thf  number  of  books  circulated  for  that  period  was 
156;   fiction   73  per  cent. 

NtW    LIBRARY   LAW 

When  the  so-call.'d  new  charter  for  St.  Joseph  (properly,  law  goveni* 

ing  cities  of  the  first  clas.«)  was  being  drafted,  a  chapter  devoted  lo  librarici 

was  submitted  by   the   librarian,  with  the  approval  of  the   Library    Board. 

A  provision  for  increafe  of  the  library  la.\  by  a  vote  of  the  people  was 


icken  out.      Instead  il  w:;s  provided  ihal  nol  less  thar 


am  proporUoo 


■  :;iiM 

1 

1 

of  taxes  should  be  set  aside  annually  for  the  library.  Other  provisions  clar- 
ifying some  business  details  were  approved.  St.  Joseph  is  die  only  city  in 
the  state  with  this  s[>ecial  public  library  law,  all  others  being  under  the  gen- 
eral laws. 

IN  GENERAL 

Receipts  from  pay  collection  of  fiction  were  $405. 1 5.  The  coUcctian 
now  contains  32 1  volumes,  245  having  been  added,  228  transferred  to  free 
collection,  and  four  lost  and  paid  for.  Receipts  cover  cost  of  purchase 
and  rebinding  all  volumes  transferred  to  free  collection,  while  the  penalties 
on  overdue  books  cover  cost  of  care,  etc. 

Tlie  St.  Joseph-Buchanan-Andrew  County  Medical  Society  has  ar- 
ranged to  open  a  medical  department  in  the  library.  The  agreement  b  that 
the  society  shall  purchase  not  to  exceed  500  volumes  of  medical  boob  asd 
subscribe  for  twenty-five  periodicals,  all  of  which  are  to  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  library  and  to  be  circulated  as  are  other  books  and  periodicals. 
The  library  cares  for,  binds  and  issues  these  books  and  periodicals  on  regu- 
lar library  cards  under  the  usual  library  regulations.  Purchases  are  made 
by  a  committee  from  the  society,  all  accessions  being  subject  to  approval  of 
the  library  committee.      The  ex[>eriment  will  be  watched  with  some  interest 

Unsatisfactory  under  almost  any  condition,  and  partially  replaced  by 
the  deposit  stations,  the  delivery  stations  again  show  a  decreased  use.  Boob 
issued  through  delivery  stations,  3,880. 

For  the  first  time  in  years,  Sunday  use  of  the  library  shows  a  decline. ., 
The  number  of  visitors  was  16,076,  to  whom  10,928  volumes  were  issuedilT' 
Sundav  circulation  statistics  are  as    follows:       Adult,     Central,     5,236^ 
branch,    1,270;  children.  Central,  3,322;  branch,    1,100;  total.   10.928. 
The  libraries  were  open  fifty-two  Sundays. 

The  reading  rooms  maintain  their  popularity.  Periodicals  to  the 
number  of  274  are  received  at  Central,  67  being  gifts.  Carnegie  branch 
has  50,  and  Washington  Park  branch  will  have  about  the  same  number. 

The  current  events  table  is  of  constant  interest,  following  the  important 
happenings  of  the  world  and  locality.  It  is  beginning  to  be  regarded  as  a 
guide  to  reading  for  those  desiring  to  keep  pace  with  things  as  they  happen. 
Stars  and  comets,  with  especial  reference  to  Halley's  comet,  just  now 
occupy  the  general  mind. 

Service  has  been  rendered  a  number  of  smaller  libraries  in  the  West 
by  the  loan  of  books  for  their  patrons,  the  libraries  assuming  all  responsi- 
bility. Acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  Kansas  Historical  Society  librar), 
the  St.  Louis  public  library.  John  Crerar  library,  and  the  Congressional 
library  for  courtesies.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  libraries  named  it  has 
been  possible  to  meet  the  wants  of  students  here  at  little  exp^ense. 

Recognizing  the  news  value  of  matters  connected  with  the  librar>',  all 
newspapers  of  the  city  have  been  most  liberal  in  the  publications  of  book 
lists  and  special  articles  furnished,  as  well  as  treating  of  minor  matters  by 
the  editorial  staffs.  All  the  publications  in  the  city  are  to  be  found  on  file 
in  the  reading  room,  gifts  of  the  publishers. 
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For  the  annual  convention  of  the  International  Typographical  Union 
eld  in  St.  Joseph  last  August,  the  library  offered  to  co-operate  with  pub- 
shers  of  the  leading  daily  newspapers  of  the  country  in  furnishing  the  dele- 
ates  news  from  home.  About  I  46  newspapers  were  received  and  placed 
1  the  reading  room,  and  announcement  made  at  the  convention  of  the 
rrangement.  At  the  close  of  the  convention,  the  newspapers  were  tied  in 
bundles  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates  to  look  over  on  their  way 
lome.  That  the  action  of  the  publishers  and  the  library  was  appreciated 
kras  proven  by  the  many  pleasant  words,  notes  received,  and  by  a  vote  of 
hanks. 

WASHINGTON  PARK  BRANCH 

Delay  in  the  erection  of  Washington  Park  branch,  caused  by  an  early 
ind  hard  winter,  was  a  matter  of  deep  disappointment.  The  building  is 
low  rapidly  nearing  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  open  and  in  use 
vithin  a  few  weeks. 

The  building,  in  so-called  modern  classic  style.  52x78  feet,  is  located 
n  Washington  Park  (which  was  extended  for  that  purpose),  with  beauti- 
ul  surroundings.  It  is  of  red  brick,  with  stone  and  copper  trimmings,  slate 
oof.  construction  being  reinforced  concrete.  Equipments  are  modern  in 
ivery  particular,  the  stack  being  of  steel.  The  charging  desk  was  planned 
fsp>ecially  for  the  building,  with  a  view  to  ease  and  economy  of  administra- 
ion.  Illustrations  accompanying  show  the  building  and  interior  arrange- 
nent.  A  high  basement  contains  an  auditorium  with  a  seating  capacity  of 
>ver  200.  a  club  room  26  feet  square,  rooms  for  staff  and  janitor,  park 
ools,  furnace  and  fuel  rooms,  and  men's  toilet.  The  main  floor  is  devoted 
•ntirely  to  library  purposes,  with  every  convenience  and  well  lighted.  The 
;loor  is  of  patent  construction,  doing  away  with  the  necessity  for  linoleum 
>r  cork.      Estimated  cost  of  building  and  equipments.  $26,000.00. 

To  date  2.749  volumes  have  been  purchased  for  the  branch.  322 
:ransferred  from  Central  library,  1 80  volumes  periodicals  bound,  and  all 
are  ready  for  use.  One  hundred  sixty-four  volumes  are  in  the  bindery,  and 
3  I  6  volumes  ordered  have  been  shipp>ed,  all  of  which  are  expected  to  be  on 
shelves  on  opening  day,  giving  a  total  of  about  3,700  volumes. 

The  selection  of  books  was  made  with  especial  reference  to  the  com- 
munity to  be  served.  As  the  packing  and  live  stock  industry  was  and  is 
the  feature  of  Carnegie  branch,  extra  attention  has  been  given  electrical  and 
general  mechanical  books. 

Books  in  Chivers'  and  reinforced  bindings  were  given  the  preference  in 
purchase  in  every  instance.  Periodicals  in  reference  department  are  bound 
n  pigskin. 

A  small  reserve  is  held  in  the  book  fund  for  meeting  any  emergency 
which  might  arise. 

The  stacks  and  furniture  were  furnished,  under  competition,  by  the 
Library  Bureau. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

The  accompanying  tables  cover  the  details  of  expenses,  growth,  circu- 
lation, donations,  etc. 
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It  is  with  not  a  little  pleasure  that  I  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  each  member  of  the  library  staff.  A  great  deal  of  extra  work  has 
been  accomplished,  and  to  their  cheerful  willingness  is  this  due.  To  the 
Board  of  Directors  acknowledgment  is  made  for  many  courtesies. 

Resp>ect fully  submitted, 

PuRD  B.  Wright, 

Librarian. 


State  of  Missouri, 
County  of  Buchanan 


ss. 


Before  me.  Clara  B.  Duvis.  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Purd  B.  Wright.  Librarian  of  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  and 
figures  submitted  are  correct  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of  Maj-,  ]910. 

(Seal)  CLARA  B.  DAVIS, 

My  commission  expires  June  1,  lOJO.  Notary  Public. 
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I_TJBRARY   STATISTICS 


BOOK  ACCOUXT 

Xunibcr  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1901) 4r..iT7 

Additions  for  fiscal  year: 

By  purchase 0.02 1 

By  transfer,  from  duplicate  collection 22S 

By  periodicals   bound    492 

By  donations,  accessioned,  and  Govt.   Docs OST     T.37S 

Withdrawals: 

Worn  out,  burned,  etc 071 

Lost  or  damaged  and  paid  for 55 

Lost  and  not  paid  for 14 

Unaccounted  for  last  year 124        S04       0,514 

Xuniber  of  volumes  now  in  library 52.091 


SCHOOL  SUPPLEMEXTARY  READIXG  DEPARTMEXT 

Xumber  of  volumes  reported  April  30,  1909 7,181 

Additions  for  fiscal  year 1,287 

Withdrawals: 

Worn  out,  lost,  etc 53 

Transferred  to  schools 3  50 

Net  increase  for  year 1,231 

Xumber  of  volumes  in  school  collection S.412 

Xumber  of  volumes  in  library' «U,103 


ACCESSIOXS  AXD  WITHDRAWALS  CLASSIFIED,  1909-1910 

Class.  Accessions.  Withdrawals.  Xct  Gain. 

General    101                      3  9S 

Philosophy  102                     4  9S 

Religion     270                      8  202 

Sociology   (inc.  pub.  docs.) 098                    10  088 

Language    122                   30  j>0 

Natural  science 305                   22  2S3 

Useful  arts   508                    23  4  85 

Fine  arts 3()5                    1 0  349 

Literature     578                    tM)  5is 

Travel    389                    17  372 

Biography     414                      9  405 

History    551                     17  534 

Periodicals   (R.   L.)    740                    5  735 

Children's   stories    931                 297  r,34 

Fiction  (inc.  duplicate  collection; 1,304                 337  907 

Totals     7,378                   804  0.514 
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CONTEXTS  OF  LIBRARY  CLASSIFIED,  1909-1910 

As  As  Scho< 

reported  Net  gain  reported  Collccti 

Class.                                                                J909.  1910.  1910.  1910 

General     1.117  98  1,215 

Philosophy    444  98  542 

Religioi     1,295  262  1,557  15( 

Sociology     2.993  480  3.473  45( 

U.  S.  public  documents   3.610  208  3.818 

Language     364  86  450  l.SJc 

Natural  science   1,623  283  1,906  7S; 

Useful  arts    1,630  485  2,1 15  32 

Fine  arts    1,302  349  1.651 

Literature    3,370  518  3,888  1,491 

Travel     2,563  372  2,935  662 

Biography     2,63:i  405  3,038  78^ 

H  istory     3.732  534  4,266  93c 

Fiction    (inc.   children's   stories) 14,270  735  15.880  1.293 

Hound  periodicals  (R.  L.)    5.222  1.601  5.957 


Totals     46,177  6.514  52.691  8,41 

Number  volumes,  circulating  dept.. 33.955  39,280 

Number   volumes,   reference    dept..  12,222  13,411 
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II— LIBRARY  EXPENDITURES 
(Not  including  Carnegie  Washington  Park  building  fund.) 

Book  account — Books     $0,615.64 

Periodicals   656.64 

Binding     1,888.66  $9,160.58 

.•^alaric-.    staff     9,394.71 

I  Uai    ami    cniiiiKcr    56S.*Jn 

janitor  >crvicc"    1.0^3.00 

rrinliiiL;   and   slationcr\-    2S0.:!!> 

IN)StaL;\-      8.'). 04 

l\cpair>     '2'^2.:^^) 

1  iisiirancc     J'Jl.Od 

l-"urniturc     2';7.!H) 

Telephone      7J.()(» 

I'lectric  litilit    i;;i>.4u 

("atalo«4    card^    182.14 

(ieneral     4S().r>l 

l"rei,t;ht   and    express 81.47 

1  )eli\er}'  station  exi)en^-e> n7.0(>     .$2-.--t» 

Lir.R.XRV  Ri:CEIPTS  AND  DISni'RSEM  ENTS 

RECEIPTS 

r.rou^lu    forward    $  2;i.2S 

I'roni   di^idicate  collection    40."), r).'! 

Penalties   on   over-due   l^ooks 886.0s 

Supplements     1  .SO 

Refund   from   Wa^liinirton    I'ark   I)rancli.  through 

city  treasurer  h\'  warrant  to   Mr.  Pfeiffcr....  is. no 

Refund  on  overpaid  magazine  l»ill 14.45 

Ilook^  lost  and  paid   for 53.06 

Mi.-ccllaneous     59.':::      $  1.461 
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DISBURSEMENTS 

Deposited    secretary-treasurer    

Incidental  expenses: 

Freight   and   express $81.47 

Postage 33.54 

Stationery    27.05 

Delivery   station   expenses    87.00 

Miscellaneous    95.02 

Balance   forward    


$1,110.00 


324.08 
27.37     $   1.461.45 


lII_CIRCULATIOX 


Main  Library      I  Carneeie Branch 


Class 

General    . . 
Philosophy 
Religion 
Sociology 
Language 
Nat'l    science 
Useful    arts 
Fine  arts   . .  . 
Literature    . . 

Travel     

Biography     . 
History     .... 
Current  niag'j 
Child's    storie 
Fiction 


Totals 


Adah 


Chil- 
dren 


Adah 


208  i 

Di 
353 
771 

1.819; 

1.004i 
287' 
7571 


2.267' 
966 
1,387 
1,352 
149; 
1,1521 
2.9491 
2,062i 

4,0031  1,28S| 
2,159!  1,S76| 
1,8S1|  1,0681 
I  2,053|  2,155j 
3,386|         711 

|34,140i     I 

79,830!     !   8.248i 

105,596!45.S66|11.76ll 


171 
81| 
90| 
121 1 
8i 
273J 
625; 
212j 
549| 
459 
285 
494 
299 


Cbil- 
dren 

17 
1 

41 
217 
633 
423 
103 
294 
419 
573 
244 
598 

o,2bD 


School 
Col- 
lection 

School 
Sta- 
tions 

Other 
Sta- 
tions 

526 

174 

1,475 

217 

6,157 

673 

2,093 

860 

86 

143 

•    •    •    • 

176 

2,595 

430 

2,088 

998 

1,944 

376 

2,582 

1,065 

6.227 


3 


2 

9 
o 

3 

11 

6 

•  •    • 

•  •    • 

114 


8,S28i23, 124  11,3391    156 


Tot.il 

2,569; 
l,057i 
2,574| 
4,154| 
9,439| 
5,807 
4,202 
3,503 
9.287! 
8,164| 
5.804| 
8.952i 
3,756| 
45,632 
91,770 

206.670 


Per 

Cent 

1.25 
.50 
1.24 
2.00 
4.56 
2.80 
2.01 
1.70 
4.49 
3.94 
2.88 
4.33 
1.S2 
22.08 
44.4 

100.00 


TOTAL  CIRCULATION  BY  MONTHS 


May    

June    

July    

August  . . 
September 
October  . 
Xovember 
December 
January  . 
February 
March  . .  . 
April     . .  . . 

Totals 


Main 
_  Dept. 

8,370 
8,189 

8,758 
8.388 
7.888 
8,479 
8,891 

7,8;{:{ 

10,153 

10.004 

9,340 

9,300 

105.596 


Juvenile 
Dept. 

4,025 

4.241 

4,323 

:{.863 

2,721 

3.401 

4,105 

3.298 

3,772 

4.266 

4,172 

3,679 

45.866 


Sup. 
Reading 

1,921 


1,829 
3,166 
2.506 
1.30S 
4.078 
2.414 

'>  0(»*^ 

>w  X  *'    \'  #<w 

2.910 
23.124 


Carneeie 
Branch 

1.408 
1,341 
1,414 
1,489 
1,349 
1.698 
1,960 
1,700 
2.100 
2,189 
2,100 
1,841 

20,589 


Deposit 
Stations 


Swift  Dep. 
Station 


768 


1,081 
2.104 
1,700 
1.595 
1,761 
1,467 
863 

11.339 


62 

78 
16 

156 


Total 
16.492 
13,771 
14.495 
13,740 
13.787 
17.825 
19.569 
15.839 
21,698 
20.C)9r) 
20.149 
18.609 

206.r)70 


Page  Twentv-thrce 


SUMMARY  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Number  of  days  open 359Ji 

Average  daily  issue    634 

Average  Sunday  issue 210 

Total  circulation  for  year: 

Adult    117,513 

Children     89.157    206,670 

Total  circulation,  March  21.  1891-date 2,587,461 

Number  registered  card  holders 8^694 

School  and  station  card  holders 2,191 

School  pupils  reached  directly  through  supplementary  readers...    9,561 


IV.— DONORS  .\ND  DONATIONS 

Vol-  Pam- 
uroes.  phlets 

Abbott,  Dr.  E.  Stanley,  Waverley,  Mass 1 

Atwill,   J.   W 5 

Atwill  &  Hyatt 10 

American   Prison   Association    11 

American  Woman's  League,  subscription.  Woman's  National 

Daily     

Association  of  Life  Insurance  Presidents,  New  York * 

Beatty,  John  W.,  Pittsburg,  Pa 1 

Bittinp^er,  Maj.  John  L,  miscellaneous  papers  and  numbers 

Bittingor.  Maj.  John  1 60 

llotolor.  Dr.  W.  C 0 

lirow  >tor,    .\.    W S'J 

11.  Briii^mado.  Sec.  Society  of  Colonial  Wars.  Missouri 1 

Billiard,  Rev.   Henry 29 

c\iN>on,  Hcrhort  X..  IMnchill    N.  Y      1 

t'arus.  Dr.  Paul.  Chicago,  111 1 

Chilton.  Rev.  CM 3 

Clcary.   Dr.    ?,0 

C(Hiibo   Print  ill  iT  Co :>.') 

D.  .\.  R..  St.  Jo.^cph  Chapter 2 

I  )en^nu)re.  Mnimet_.  New  York 2 

Donovan   Cup   Comniitlee 3 

Rllis,  (ie<>r.ue  B..  Sec.  Mo.  State  Board  of  Agriculture l 

I'arnvuortli.    Ldniund  C.  Portland,  Me 1 

l'ulker>(»;i.    \\    B ;,> 

(iarrett.    J  .ida    TUll 1 

(iitt.  unknown    1 

( lillelte.  Kinii  C.  l^^ston.  Mass \ 

tileed.  C.  S..  Pres.   .Mo.  «!^  Kan.  Tel.  Co.,  Kansas  City i 

Cordon.  j(/lin   P..  State   .\uditr)r 1 

I I  ildebrand.    E 1 

Ui^ponic  Societv  of  America.   Xew  York "^ 

Hoard.  W.  D.  Hon..  Ft.    \tkinson.  Wis *    "        i 

Hyatt.   C.    C 2 

Hlinois   I'ni^ineering   Pub.  Co..  subscription 

1  liinoi-    H  i->toi-ical    Society p, 

Pauo  T\ven\v-\ou\- 


Iron  Age   1 

Joseph  Lodge  No.  73,  1.  O.  B.  B 5 

Judson,  Mrs.  Winslow 100 

Kansas  Board  of  Agriculture 1 

Karnes,  J.   H 32 

Loving,  Mrs.  Mabel  Florence  B 15    2,00 

Loyd,   E.    H 2 

Lytle,  Mrs.  M.  A 11        2 

McDonald,  John  W..  Ogden,  Utah 5 

Mann,  Jas.  H.,  Tolsington,  Pa 1 

Mayer,  Emanuel   4 

Means,  Joseph   3 

M  innesota  State  University    9 

Missouri  Bureau  of  Mines 5 

Missouri.  Secretary  of  State ^ 6 

Moffat,  R.  Burnham,  New  York 1 

Moss,  Miss  Catherine  C 1 

Moss.  Mrs.  J.  B 1       . 

Nelson-Hannc    Ptg.    Co 1 

Newburger,    B 2 

Xews-Prcss     1 

New  York,  Commission  of  Agriculture 1 

Oklahoma,   Departments    4 

Olvey,  E.  E GO       1 

Owen,   Miss   Luclla    2 

Plato,  Mr.  Roland    2 

Reddish.  Mrs.  R.  A 

Rcisingcr,  Hugo,  New  York 1 

Rollins.  Ed.  T.,  New  York 1 

Sadler,  Wilbur  F.,  Adjutant-General  cf  New  Jersey 1 

St.  Joseph  Clearing  House  Association 1 

San  I'Vancisco,  Citizens  Herald  Com 1 

School   District    2 

Sherw(K)d,   W.    E 1 

SontluTn    Pacific^    Railroad 1 

St(»iu\  1  Ion.  W.   I.,  \\'a-liiii--iton.  ] ).  C • i 

Taylur.  l-:d.  M 

'I'owK'    Mt\;.   Co.,   W\vbiiryi)ort.  Ma^'- 1 

I'.   S.    P.rc\vor>'   A^'-')ciatir<n.   Xcw    York 2 

V .  S..   Del  a'-tiMriil>.  S  maps    !j.*)4 

l"ni\  cr.-il>'  of  T^laryland    1 

W'addcll.  St.    1  oui^.   Mo 1 

Ware.   ]•'.    1\.  'roi>cka.    Kan 1 

Woti'rn     lM-nit-Gro\vcT.    ])lant'- 

Will -(.•«.•.  Joronic,   Fall-  City.  Wb 1 

WilKon.  jv  nnie    K 1 

Wvatt.    I.    C 10 

Wyctli.'Mrv    Marker    

Youni.:.    r..    1' 'j:. 
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LIBRARY  EXCHANGES 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago;  Atlanta  (Ga.)  Carnegie 
library;  Berkshire  (Mass.)  Athenaeum;  Brooklyn  (N.  Y.)  public  library; 
Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  public  library;  Burlington  (la.)  public  library;  Cong. 
library,  Lexington,  Mass.;  Cedar  Rapids  (la.)  public  library;  Chicago 
(111.)  public  library;  Cleveland  (O.)  public  library;  Clinton  (la.)  public 
library;  Council  Bluffs  (la.)  public  library;  Davenport  (la.)  public  li- 
brary; Dayton  (O.)  public  library;  Decatur  (111.)  public  library;  Denver 
(Colo.)  public  library;  Detroit  (Mich.)  public  library;  District  of  Colum- 
bia public  library;  Duluth  (Minn.)  public  library;  Dubuque  (la.)  public 
library;  DuQuesne  (Pa.)  public  library;  East  Orange  (N.  J.)  public  li- 
brary; Elizabeth  (N.  J.)  public  library;  Enoch  Pratt  library,  Baltimore, 
Md. ;  Erie  (Pa.)  public  library;  Evanston  (111.)  public  library;  Forbes 
library,  Northampton,  Mass.;  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  public  library; 
Hartford  (Conn.)  public  library;  Haverill  (Mass.)  public  library;  Helena 
(Mont.)  public  library;  Indiana  public  library  commission;  Iowa  library 
commission;  J.  Herman  Bosler  library,  Carlisle,  Pa.;  Jackson  (Mich.) 
public  library:  Jersey  City  (N.  J.)  public  library;  John  Crerar  library. 
Chicago;  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  public  library;  Lawrence  (Kan.)  public 
library;  Lawrence  (Mass.)  public  library;  Library  Co.  of  Philadelphia; 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington;  Lincoln  (Neb.)  public  library;  Los 
Angeles  (Cal.)  public  library;  Louisville  (Ky.)  public  library;  Lynn 
(Mass.)  public  library;  Mankato  (Minn.)  public  library;  Mercantile  li- 
brary, St.  Louis;  Milton  (Mass.)  public  library;  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  pub- 
lic library;  Minnesota  library  commission;  Missouri  library  commission; 
Nashville  (Tenn.)  public  library;  Nebraska  library  commission;  Newark 
(N.  J.)  public  library;  New  Haven  (Conn.)  public  library;  New  Jersey 
library  commission;  New  Orleans  (La.)  public  library;  Newton  (Mass.) 
public  library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  public  library;  New  York  state  library; 
Omaha  (Neb.)  public  library;  Oregon  library  commission;  Ottawa  (Can.) 
Carnegie  library;  Ottumwa  (la.)  public  library;  Patterson  (N.  J.)  public 
library;  Pennsylvania  free  library  commission;  Peoria  (111.)  public  library; 
Pittsburgh  (Pa.)  Carnegie  library;  Pratt  institute  free  library;  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. ;  Providence  (R.  I.)  pubHc  library;  Quincy  (111.)  public  library; 
Rockford  (111.)  public  library;  Rosenberg  library,  Galveston,  Tex.;  St. 
Louis  (Mo.)  public  library;  Salem  (Mass.)  public  library;  San  Antonio 
(Tex.)  public  library;  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  public  library;  Scranton 
(Pa.)  public  library;  Seattle  (Wash.)  public  library;  Sedalia  (Mo.) 
public  library;  Sioux  City  (la.)  public  library;  Springfield  (Mass.)  public 
library;  Syracuse  (N.  Y.)  public  library;  Tacoma  (Wash.)  public 
library;  Toledo  (O.)  public  library;  Toronto  (Can.)  public  library; 
Trenton  (N.  J.)  public  library;  Ulica  (N.  Y.)  public  library;  Westmin- 
ster college,  Fulton,  Mo. ;  Western  Reserve  university,  Cleveland ;  Wil- 
mington Institute  free  library, Wilmington,  Del.;  Windsor  (Can.)  public 
library;  Wisconsm  library  commission;  Worcester  (Mass.)  public  library. 
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LIBRARY  STAFF 


1»URD  B.  WRIGHT   Librarian 

LULU  C.   SENTER Assistant  Librarian 

(In  charge  Carneerie  Branch) 

CLARA  H.  DAVIS Stenographer 

(In  charge  of  Mail) 


EUDORA  MARTIN 


Departments 

CATALOGING 

REFERENCE 
LILIAN  C.  KERR 


MARY  REICHERT 


CHILDREN'S   LIBRARY 
BESSIE  McCOY 

ELIZABKTH   HULL \ssistanl 

And  in  charge  Supplementary  Reading 


JESSIE  M.  GinSOX 
ANISE  SANDFORD 


DESK  ATTENDANTS 
JENNIE  K.  WILLSON 

GENERAL 
MARTHA    BROWN 

MESSENGER 
STUART  POULSON 


JOSEPH  ^fAXX 
BESSIE   ALBUS 


Library  Hours 

CI-IXTRAL 

l>aily   except  Sundays  and   holidays,  8:30  a.   m.   to   9   p.   ni. 
Sundays,    1:30   to   6:30   p.   m. 

CAJtXEGIE   BRAXCll 

Daily  except  Sundays  and  holidays,   10:00  a.  m.   to  9:00  p.   m. 
Sundays.   2:00   to   0:00   p.   m. 

W A S  H  I XGTOX  PA  K  K  BRA  XC II 

\\'iil   iiave  same  hours  ("'arneKJe   Branch   fr(^m    June    1. 

I  >K  LI  VI^  U  Y    ST  A  T  lOXS 

Books  called  for  at  9:00  a.  m.  Tuesdays  and  Fridays;  delivereii  at  3:00  p.  m. 

Station   1 — F.  P.  Moskau,  2002  St  Joseph  Avenue. 

Station   2 — J.  M.  Koch,  2013  Lafayette  Street. 

Station  3 — D.  AV.   Feltenstein,   1724   Commercial  Street. 

Station   4 — Fred.   Pierce.   1702   South   Twenty-fourth   Street. 
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COMMITTEE  REPORTS 


ADMINISTRATION  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library) : 

Gentlemen:  Changes  in  the  staff  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 
Miss  Eleanor  Rankin,  appointed  in  October  to  fill  vacancy  created  by  pro- 
motions for  the  new  branch,  resigned  in  April  to  accept  a  more  lucrative 
position  in  another  calling;  Leon  Lyddon  resigned  from  the  messenger  force, 
being  replaced  by  Stuart  Poulson.  Miss  Bessie  Albus  was  promoted  from 
substitute  to  the  regular  staff,  Miss  Martha  Brown  being  appointed  sub- 
stitute, and  promoted  to  regular  staff  on  resignation  of  Miss  Rankin.  1  he 
vacancy  in  position  of  substitute  will  be  filled  as  soon  as  examinations  can  be 
arranged  for. 

These  changes,  as  well  as  sickness  among  the  members  of  the  official 
family,  affected  the  work  of  the  library,  necessitating  the  abandonment  of  a 
number  of  plans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  p.  Cargill, 
Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer, 
W.  E.  Warrick. 

St.  Joseph.  Mo.,  May  I.  1910.  Administration  Committee. 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 

7  o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library^ : 

Gentlemen :  Occasioned  by  purchases  for  the  new  branch,  the  growth 
of  the  library  for  the  fiscal  year  just  closed  was  the  largest  in  its  history, 
accessions  being  greater  than  for  the  entire  opening  year  of  the  library.  The 
library  proper  now  contains  52.691  volumes,  the  growth  for  the  year  being 
6.514.  Of  these,  3.000  have  been  **dead  stock"  and  will  so  continue 
until  the  opening  of  the  new  branch,  being  shelved  separately  and  set  aside. 

Increases  are  noted  in  the  use  of  every  department  of  the  library. 
While  the  gain  in  the  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  is  not  large,  it  is 
a  distinct  advance.  The  librarian  has  called  attention  to  the  effect  on  the  use 
of  books  of  the  unusually  warm  weather  of  March  and  early  April,  and  of 
the  epidemic  of  measles  and  chickenpox  among  the  school  children,  extend- 
ing from  February  to  this  time. 

Care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  books  for  Washington  Park 
branch.  This  library  will  open  with  approximately  3,700  volumes.  Ow- 
ing to  its  distance  from  the  Central  library,  the  reference  department  will  be 
unusually  full,  including  350  volumes  of  the  more  popular  periodicals  in 
sets. 

An  examination  of  the  statistics  accompanying  these  reports  shows  that 
of  the  net  growth  for  the  year  but  967  volumes  were  adult  fiction,  of  which 
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243  volumes  were  for  the  duplicate  pay  collection.  Children*s  storie» 
added  numbered  634  volumes.  Aside  from  the  pay  collection,  fiction  in  all 
languages  and  children's  stories  formed  20  per  cent  of  the  accessions. 

Three  numbers  of  the  Bulletin  and  three  Special  lists  comprised  the 
publications  of  the  library. 

For  reasons  reported  by  the  librarian,  an  inventory  was  not  taken  this 
year.  Hereafter  the  inventory  will  be  made  during  the  summer  months, 
the  least  busy  season  of  the  year.  Respectfully  submitted, 

James  H.  McCord, 
Henry  Bullard, 
J.  W.  Atwill, 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  I,  1910.  Library  Comiralta. 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Lihrar]^ : 

Gentlemen :  An  examination  of  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  and  com- 
parison thereof  with  the  books  of  the  City  Auditor  and  Comptroller  and  the 
library  records,  shows  it  to  be  correct. 

The  apportionment  by  the  Council  for  library  purposes  was  $20,000: 
$14,500  for  Central  Hbrary.  $3,000  for  Carnegie  branch,  and  $2,500  for 
Washington  Park  Branch.  Collections  being  in  excess  of  the  estimates. 
$309.66  was  added  to  the  Central  library  funds  and  expended.  Small 
balances  remain  in  each  branch  fund,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  repK)rt  of  the 
I  reasurer,  which  will  be  carried  forward  to  the  coming  year. 

The  subscription  fund  for  Washington  Park  branch  equipment  and 
books,  being  slightly  in  excess  of  $2,800,  was  guaranteed  for  $2,300  by 
the  Bank  of  North  St.  Joseph,  through  its  president,  Mr.  E.  A.  King,  on 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  building.  Of  the  total  subscribed. 
$2,299.00  has  been  collected  and  very  little  will  remain  unpaid  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  building.  Of  this  amount,  $1 ,01  6.28  has  been  expended  (or 
books.  A  portion  of  the  total  will  be  added  to  the  equipment  fund,  the  re- 
mainder being  used  to  purchase  additional  books,  already  ordered. 

While  rapidly  nearing  completion,  but  $20,000  of  the  gift  of  $23,- 
000  from  Mr.  Carnegie  has  been  drawn,  of  which  $14,525.23  has  been 
paid  on  the  building. 

The  apportionment  ordinance  for  1910-11,  passed  by  the  Council 
April  25.  carries  the  minimum  amount  for  the  Central  library  provided  by 
the  new  city  laws,  $13,000:  while  $3,000  is  provided  for  each  of  the 
branches — a  total  of  $21,000. 

Heretofore  no  report  has  been  made  of  building  expenses  of  Central 
library,  borne  by  the  School  District,  including  repairs,  proportion  of  heat, 
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Liiitor  and  other  miscellaneous  items.  The  total  for  this  year  was 
2,235.60,  including  a  few  strictly  school  items.  Hereafter  these  expenses 
ill  be  noted  annually.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer, 
Smith  A.  Penney, 
Chas.  P.  Cargill, 

t.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  I,  1910.  Finance  Committee. 


BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE 

o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Lihrarv : 

Gentlemen:  In  addition  to  the  usual  minor  matters  coming  before  this 
immittee  as  shown  in  the  detailed  statement  of  expenditures,  the  children's 
)om  at  Central  library  received  much  needed  attention.  This  has  been 
^arranged,  greatly  improving  its  appearance  and  facilitating  the  work.  Not 
le  least  of  the  improvements  was  the  replacing  of  the  old  floor  covering  of 
loleum  with  Petro-pulp,  a  sanitary  covering  made  on  the  floor.  One-half 
le  ex[>ense  was  borne  by  the  School  District,  which  also  had  the  corridors 
jvered  with  the  same  material  at  its  own  expense. 

About  one-half  the  funds  necessary  for  redecorating  Carnegie  branch 
ere  reserved  from  this  year's  appropriation,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  this 
ork  completed  during  the  quiet  period  of  the  summer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  Warrick, 
Smith  A.  Penney. 
M.  F.  Burke, 

:.  Joseph,  Mo.,  May  I,  1910.  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee. 


SPECIAL  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

o  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Library : 

Gentlemen:  It  is  a  matter  of  keen  regret  that  this  report  does  not 
low  the  completion  of  Washington  Park  branch  library,  the  gift  of 
25,000  by  Mr.  Carnegie  for  the  erection  of  which  was  reported  at  the 
ose  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Immediately  on  its  appointment  in  April,  the  committee  was  empow- 
red  to  secure  plans  for  the  new  building.  Local  architects  declining  to 
iter  into  comf>elilion  for  plans  for  the  building,  a  satisfactory  contract  was 
itered  into  in  May  with  Mr.  Rudolph  Meier,  for  preparing  plans  and 
JF>erin  ten  ding  erection  of  the  building. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  submitted  and  approved  Aug.  12,  and 
n  Sept.  I  contracts  were  awarded  as  follows:  James  E.  Gates,  general 
uildinfi:  contract,  $20,447.00;  Davidson  &  Roster,  plumbing  and  heating. 
1.594.30;  Library  Bureau,  book  stacks  and  furniture,  $2,331.92. 
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Ground  was  broken  for  the  new  building,  wilhoul  formdl  c 
Sept.  9.  Id  the  abtence  of  E.  A.  King,  who  had  been  prominent  i 
curing  the  library  and  funds,  the  honoi  of  digging  the  first  shovel  of  earlh 
wai  accorded  Aldeiman  George  Meisner.  the  location  being  in  the  Pirsl 
Ward,  and  Mr,  Meiwier  having  been  teenly  interested.  He  was  followed 
by  G.  D.  Cartmell.  then  chairman  of  this  committee,  Alderman  G.  D.  Mor- 
rison, Fred  Enist,  of  the  North  West  Imptovement  Club,  and  other  jnter- 
eited  citizens. 

Progress  on  the  building  was  rapid  until  the  latter  part  of  November, 
when  unseasonable  weather  slopped  the  work.     It  was  anticipated  that  the 
building  would  be  opened  in  February,  but  this  was  found  impossible.     It  u 
)  the  Library  Board,  ready  for  opening. 


.luding  seating  for  auditorium, 
g,  equipped  ready  for  books. 


and  careful  , 
riaiiman  of  thi 
sed  hts  resignation 


hoped  to  turn  the  building 
within  thirty  days. 

All  rninor  contracts  have  been  made,  ir 
lighting  fixtures,  etc.  Total  cost  of  huildii 
will  be  about  $25,750. 

We  here  wish  to  acknowledge  the  limi 
the  building  by  G.  D.  Cartmell.  who  was  c 
January,  when  his  removal  from  the  city  cau 

of  the  Library  Board.     Also  the  kindly  mlercst  manifested  at  all  dm 
Mr.  Thomas  Shaffer.  City  Comptroller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Smith  A.  Pennev. 
W.  E.  Warrick. 
Henry    Bullard. 
Chas.  a.  Pfeiffer, 
Chas.  p.  Cargill. 
Special  Building  Committee. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.  May  I.  1910. 
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To  ^e  Honorable  Mayor  and  the  Oommoii  Oonncil  at  the 
City  of  St.  Joaeph,  Iffissoiirl: 

Gentlemen:  Od  behalt  of  tbe  Board  of  Directors  of  the  St 
JoseptL  Public  LlbnuT,  1  herewith  traiiBmlt  the  report  o(  tbe  Public 
Library  Department  for  tbe  jeai  beginning  Hnr  1.  1910,  and  ending 
April  30,  1911. 

It  Is  gratlfTlng  to  report  a  Bteadr  growth  within  the  tnsUta- 
tlon  and  a  corresponding  Increase  In  Its  useTulness  to  the  dtluns 
ol  St.  Joseph.  The  work  has  been  extended  by  means  of  the  new 
Washington  Park  Branch  and  tbfIous  Items  within  this  report  an 
proof  of  the  increased  use  of  all  three  of  the  Libraries.  There  can 
be  no  estimate  made  of  the  value  to  this  community  of  a  good  work- 
ing library  system,  and  but  little  Idea  can  be  expressed  of  the  credit 
that  Is  reflected  upon  8t  Joseph  throughout  the  conutry  by  means 
of  the  Library's  excellent  reputation. 

Much  remains  to  be  accomplished  In  the  way  of  furaisbiog  prac- 
tical books  for  those  employed  in  our  varied  Industries,  in  snpply- 
Ing  the  children  of  St  Joseph  with  more  of  the  very  best  of  Juve- 
nile reading  and  in  equipping  well  our  reference  department  to 
meet  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  it  as  a  Bnrean  of  In- 
formation for  the  entire  city.  Experience  has  shown  us  that  we 
can  scarcely  advance  with  this  Increasing  work  without  larger  t9- 
proprlatlon  of  funds  and  that  each  addition  will  yield  returns  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  amount  appropriated. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


The  Year's  Work 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Purd  B.  Wright  as  Librarian  of  this  Li- 
brary and  his  acceptance  of  the  position  of  Librarian  of  the  Loa 
Angeles,  California,  Public  Library  was  by  far  the  greatest  change 
of  the  year.  As  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Public  Library  move- 
ment here  in  St.  Joseph,  as  one  of  the  struggling  Library's  first 
firm  friends,  and  as  its  administrative  head  for  fourteen  years, 
Mr.  Wright  has  accomplished  a  work  of  unique  character  and  dis- 
tinct success,  bringing  to  him  and  to  the  Library  worthy  recogni- 
tion from  abroad. 

Desiring  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  Mr.  Wright's 
services  the  Board  of  Library  Directors  adopted  resolutions  of  es- 
teem, of  which  the  following  is  a  part: 

"Resolved,  That  we  regret  the  severance  of  his  connection 
with  our  Library  after  fourteen  years  of  faithful  administration  of 
this  institution,  but  congratulate  him  on  his  promotion  to  the  posi- 
tion which  gives  him  larger  scope  for  his  indefatigable  efforts  in 
promoting  library  work.  His  connection  with  our  Library,  prac- 
tically from  its  inception,  and  his  wonderful  devotion  to  its  up- 
building have  called  forth  the  greatest  admiration  and  approval  of 
our  people.  Each  one  of  us  feels  that  he  has  sustained  a  personal 
loss  in  the  removal  of  Mr.  Wright  from  our  city,  and  in  his  new 
home  we,  individually  and  collectively,  wish  him  the  highest  suc- 
cess." 

It  has  been  a  rare  pleasure  to  succeed  so  worthy  a  Librarian  in 
a  well-organized,  active  and  practical  Library.  The  loyal  support 
of  an  interested,  broad-thinking  Board  of  Directors,  the  enthusiastic 
assistance  of  a  hard-working  staff,  the  thoughtfulness  of  Library 
patrons  and  friends,  the  harmonious  conditions  both  within  and 
without  the  Library,  and  the  courtesies  extended  to  the  Library  by 
members  of  the  press  have  made  these  first  few  months  pleasant 
ones  for  the  present  Librarian.  For  this  splendid  support  no  mere 
formal  expression  of  appreciation   can   suffice. 

Since  the  new  appointment  was  made  for  July  15,  1910,  and 
Mr.  Wright's  resignation  took  effect  on  the  31st  of  July,  this  report 
covers  three  months  of  the  latter's  administration. 

The  new  Washington  Park  Branch  was  opened  informally  on 
June  27,  1910,  and  its  marked  success  has  far  exceeded  all  expecta- 
tions.   Details  of  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  the  building 
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may  be  found  in  the  preceding  annual  report.  Visiting  librarians 
have  declared  it  to  be  of  unusual  value  for  the  money  invested. 
The  surrounding  community  has  responded  with  enthusiasm  in  its 
use  of  the  Library.  All  home  circulating  books  have  been  issued 
on  an  average  of  more  than  six  times  in  the  ten  months,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  Juvenile  circulation  has  exceeded  the 
adult  circulation. 

Important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  loan  of  books  in  all  of  the  Libraries.  At  the  loan  desk  much 
red  tape,  so  annoying  to  patrons,  has  been  removed.  The  use  of 
the  guarantor's  signature  for  all  adult  applicants  has  been  deemed 
unnecessary  here  in  St.  Joseph  and  has  been  no  longer  required. 
The  beneficial  effects  of  this  new  rule  have  been  greater  than  an- 
ticipated. No  loss  has  been  felt  by  the  Library.  The  percentage 
of  new  applicants  has  greatly  increased  and  the  Library  has  gained 
unknown  numbers  of  new  friends  and  firmer  old  friends  by  the 
innovation.  Patrons  may  now  draw  more  than  two  books  at  a 
time,  instead  of  being  limited  to  the  former  number  of  two.  Bor- 
rowers' cards  are  not  subject  to  renewal  until  the  expiration  of  four 
years,  Instead  of  two,  as  under  the  previous  rules. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  arousing  further  inter- 
est in  the  Library  by  advertising  the  Library's  assets  and  its  new 

liberal  policies.  The  newspapers  of  the  city  have  done  their  full 
share  of  this,  and  the  Library  has  printed  and  distributed  simple, 
concise  statements  of  regulations  and  suggestions.  The  most  un- 
usual method  was  a  series  of  window  displays,  consisting  of  books, 
posters  and  the  various  publications  of  the  Library,  in  a  prominent 
down  town  office  building  on  a  busy  street  corner.  The  posters 
called  the  passer-by's  attention  to  the  funds  of  the  Library,  to  the 
source  of  these  funds,  to  a  comparison  of  the  funds  of  other  depart- 
ments with  those  of  the  Library  and  of  other  cities  with  St.  Joseph; 
to  special  collections  of  books  on  industrial  subjects;  to  books  deal- 
ing with  live  questions  of  the  day,  etc.  This  display  produced  prob- 
ably more  immediate  results  in  increased  registration  than  any  one 
other  method. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  an  apprentice  class  has  been 
trained  in  the  Library.  Five  girls  passed  the  entrance  examination 
and  will  finish  the  six  months'  course  on  the  5th  day  of  May.  The 
work  has  been  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mrs.  Rush,  and  prac- 
tical instruction  has  been  given  in  the  different  departments. 
Lectures  by  the  Librarian  and  heads  of  departments  were  also  given 
to  the  class  and  various  members  of  the  staff  three  times  a  week. 
Unusual  ability  has  been  developed  during  the  course,  and  two  of 
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the   five   will   seek  further  library  training  next  year   in   regular 
library  schools. 

Another  innovation  in  the  St.  Joseph  Library,  new  as  a  regular 
feature,  was  the  Story  Hour.  The  intention  was  to  attract  new  pa- 
trons from  the  children  of  the  city  and  to  suggest  to  them  better 
reading  through  the  stories.  Care  was  taken  not  to  carry  the 
feature  too  far,  thereby  stinting  the  influence  of  the  Story  Hour 
and  robbing  the  Library  of  valuable  time.  At  the  Main  Library 
eight  stories  were  told  in  January  and  February,  but  at  both  of  the 
branches  the  stories  were  continued  into  the  month  of  March.  For 
each  story  the  invitation  was  limited  to  a  certain  school  district  for 
the  purpose  of  regulating  and  placing  a  premium  upon  the  at- 
tendance. Fairy  tales  and  folk  stories  were  told  to  children  of 
eight  years  and  under,  while  Norse  myths  and  German  legends 
were  told  to  the  older  boys  and  girls.  The  total  attendance  at  the 
stories  for  the  three  Libraries  was  2,614  children. 

The  Library  was  represented  by  Mr.  Wright  at  the  1910  confer- 
ence of  the  American  Library  Association,  held  in  July  at  Mackinac 
Island,  Michigan,  and  by  the  present  Librarian  and  Miss  Martin  at 
the  Missouri  Library  Association  meeting  held  at  Springfield,  Mis- 
souri, in  November. 

A  certain  wise  man  once  stated  that  there  were  three  kinds  of 
lies,  namely,  lies,  lies  and  statistics.  In  this  report  there  has  been 
an  attempt  to  avoid  an  uninteresting  array  of  these  three  classes 
of  misleading  statements.  However,  a  few  figures  may  serve  to 
Indicate  the  present  standing  of  the  St.  Joseph  Library  and  of  Its 
progress  during  the  past  year.  Special  note  should  be  made  of  the 
increases  In  circulation  and  registration,  the  circulation  per  capita 
for  the  entire  population  and  the  work  of  the  Washington  Park 
Branch. 


Total  number  of  volumes,  April  30,  1911 57.309 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 5,397 

Total  circulation  of  books  for  home  use 230,475 

Increase  in  circulation  over  previous  year 23,805 

Population  of  St.  Joseph   77,403 

Circulation  per  capita   2.97 

Percentage  of  fiction  circulated    67 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  11,371 

Increase  In  number  of  registered  borrowers   2,680 

Total  circulation  at  Carnegie  Branch  23,488 

Increase  In  circulation  at  Carnegie  Branch 2,743 

Total  circulation  at  Washington  Park  Branch  28,108 

Circulation   per  borrower  at  Washington  Park  Branch. .  20.97 

Average  loan  of  each  book  at  Washington  Park  Branch.  6 
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Office.  Few  changes  in  the  staff  outside  of  the  position  of 
Librarian  were  made  during  the  year.  The  transfer  of  Miss  Senter 
from  the  position  of  Librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Branch  to  the  Main 
Library  to  take  charge  of  the  recataloging  work  was  of  import- 
ance. The  faithfulness,  enthusiasm  and  ability  with  which  Miss 
Senter  has  promoted  the  work  in  Carnegie  Branch  since  1903  has 
been  of  an  unusual  order  and  deserving  of  high  commendation. 
Miss  Louise  Randall,  a  graduate  of  the  Wisconsin  Library  School, 
was  secured  in  July  as  a  special  cataloguer,  but  in  January  she 
was  promoted  to  the  position  held  by  Miss  Senter  at  Carnegie 
Branch.  The  position  of  Branch  Librarian  has  been  made  of  more 
importance,  and  greater  responsibility  has  been  given  to  those  who 
have  been  so  appointed.  Miss  Sandford  was  appointed  Librarian 
of  the  Washington  Park  Branch  at  its  opening  in  June,  and  Miss 
Brown  was  transferred  as  an  assistant  to  the  same  branch  and 
given  special  charge  of  the  children's  work.  Miss  Marjorie 
Adriance,  late  of  the  St.  Louis  Public  Library,  was  appointed  a 
general  assistant  in  August. 

A  vacation  of  a  month,  instead  of  two  weeks,  has  been  granted 
to  the  members  of  the  staff,  and  also  one  day  each  month  for 
sick  leave.  The  number  of  hours  per  week  has  been  reduced 
from  forty-eight  to  forty-four  hours,  allowing  a  half  day  off  each 
week  without  extra  work. 

A  lunch  and  rest  room  was  attractively  furnished  in  November 
and  has  increased  the  general  comfort  of  the  staff. 

New  postal  forms  for  notices,  fine  requests,  etc.,  were  drawn 
up  and  printed.  Constant  use  has  been  made  of  the  new  staff  bul- 
letin board.  Two  new  typewriters,  typewriter  desks  and  chairs 
and  various  other  pieces  of  furniture,  including  two  bulletin  boards 
and  a  vertical  file  case  were  purchased  for  use  at  the  Main  Li- 
brary. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Schroeder's  book  store  artistic  post 
cards  of  the  Library  buildings  and  interiors  were  placed  on  the 
market.  At  Christmas  time  holiday  greetings  from  the  Board  of 
Directors,  the  Librarian  and  Staff  in  the  form  of  attractively  printed 
cards  were  distributed  among  the  Library  patrons. 

Five  original  paintings,  together  with  the  books  which  they  il- 
lustrated, were  loaned  to  the  Library  in  December  by  the  Houghton 
JNIifflin  Publishing  Company  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  for  an  exhi- 
bition of  unusual  interest. 

The  additions  of  books  for  the  year  by  purchase  numbered 
4,412,  by  periodicals  bound  454,  and  by  gifts  731,  making  a  total  of 
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5.397.  A  total  of  779  damaged  and  lost  books  were  withdrawn. 
The  total  number  ot  57,309  books  In  the  Library  at  the  close  of  this 
report  does  not  Include  the  10,3S3  books  in  the  School  Supple- 
mentary Reading  Collection  lurnished  by  the  School  Board.  The 
number  of  volumes  rebound  by  binderies  in  St.  Joseph  was  2,630, 
at  a  cost  of  f  l,3uS.S2. 

During  the  year  several  valuable  donations  of  books  were  made 
to  the  Library  by  citizens  of  St,  Joseph  and  outside  friends. 
Among  the  donors  ot  the  more  notable  gifts  were:  Rev.  Henry 
Bullard,  Mr.  Stoughton  Walker,  Mr.  Francis  B.  Purdie,  Dr.  Daniel 
Morton,  Mr.  W.  W.  Wheeler,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wyatt,  Mr.  E.  S.  Douglas. 
Mrs.  James  N.  Burnes,  Miss  Irma  Kraft,  Mr.  Purd  B.  Wright  and 
the  St  Joseph  Ad  Club. 


Reference  Department.  The  report  of  the  work  of  the 
Reference  Department  for  the  past  year  is  most  gratifying.  The 
remarkable  growth  in  the  use  of  the  reference  books  by  out-of- 
town  residents  continues,  students  coming  from  Tarkio,  Camden 
Point.  Mound  City,  Cameron,  Highland,  Savannah  and  elsewhere, 
while  many  questions  have  been  received  and  answered  through  the 
mail. 

The  work  with  the  clubs,  the  missionary  societies,  debating 
societies,  high  school  and  grammar  schools  has  increased.  Aside 
from  this  is  the  constant  demand  upon  the  department  by  those 
who  are  looking  up  questions  of  daily  occurrence. 

A  Dumber  of  new  books  have  been  added  to  the  collection. 
Among  them  are  Nelson's  Perpetual  Loose-Leaf  Encyclopedia,  Haat- 
Ing's  Encyclopedia  ot  Religion  and  Ethics,  The  Documentary  His- 
tory of  American  Industrial  Society,  Julian's  Dictionary  ot  Hymnol- 
ogy,  Alraanach  de  Gotlia,  American  Yearbook,  Mudge  and  Sear's 
Thackeray   Dictionary,   the   works   ot   Schiller,   Goethe,    Macaulay, 
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Bret  Hart6,  and  Moliere  in  good  editions,  the  supplement  to  the  Cen- 
tury Dictionary,  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  Monroe's 
Cyclopedia  of  Education,  Proceedings  and  Yearbook  of  the  Play- 
ground Association  and  Moorehead's  Stone  Age  of  North  America. 

Many  special  lists  of  books  and  articles  on  topics  of  interest  have 
been  made  and  several  have  been  printed  for  general  distribution. 
An  extended  list  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
was  especially  well  received,  until  the  list  was  reprinted  by  the 
Minnesota  Library  Commission.  Other  lists  treated  of  flower  pa- 
rades, playgrounds,  southern  reading,  liquor  problem,  deep  water- 
way to  the  gulf,  good  fiction  seldom  read,  bedtime  stories,  medical 
inspection  of  schools,  home  building,  practical  books  for  practical 
boys,  etc. 

The  St.  Joseph  newspapers  have  been  clipped  of  items  of  local 
interest  and  filed  by  subject.  Only  a  small  use  has  been  made  of 
this  feature. 

To  increase  the  use  of  the  Library  as  a  "free  university"  and  to 
encourage  a  systematic  study  of  special  subjects,  forms  were  print- 
ed to  secure  the  names  of  those  who  desired  to  pursue  courses  of 
reading  and  to  get  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  reading  already  done. 
Below  these  items  space  was  left  for  the  reference  librarian  to  rec- 
ommend other  books  to  be  read  in  a  certain  prescribed  order.  This 
plan  was  appreciated  at  once,  and  its  success  was  immediate. 


Children's  Department.  The  circulation  of  juvenile  books 
for  home  reading  for  the  past  year  shows  a  slight  decrease  at 
the  Main  Library,  due  entirely  to  the  opening  of  the  Washington 
Park  Branch,  which  greatly  relieved  congested  conditions  at  our 
present  quarters  for  the  children.  However,  in  several  other  lines 
the  work  has  rnet  with  very  gratifying  results. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  reference  work 
with  the  children  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades,  and  a  decided  in- 
crease in  the  circulation  of  non  fiction  books,  due  to  the  granting 
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of  non-fiction  cards  to  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades. 
More  liberal  privileges  were  granted  to  the  teachers,  who  made  a 
far  greater  use  of  the  books  in  their  class  rooms. 

The  school  stations,  four  in  number  and  two  less  than  the 
previous  year,  have  given  much  satisfaction.  Instruction  in  the  use 
of  books  has  been  given  to  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and  plans  are 
being  made  for  extending  this  work  next  year. 

The  collection  of  10,383  supplementary  reading  books  provided 
by  the  School  district  and  distributed  by  the  Library  reached  a  total 
circulation  of  22,009.  To  this  collection  2,148  new  volumes  were 
added  since  the  last  report. 

Preceding  the  Christmas  holidays  an  exhibition  of  attractive 
editions  of  books  recommended  as  gifts  for  children  was  held  in  the 
main  lobby.  The  collection  was  later  transferred  to  the  children's 
room,  where  it  is  shelved  as  a  permanent  exhibit  for  the  use  of 
parents  and  teachers.  Another  exhibit  of  unusual  interest  was 
made  of  Boy  Scout  books,  bulletins  and  paraphernalia  secured 
largely  from  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

The  success  of  the  Story  Hour  in  its  restricted  use,  as  mention- 
ed before,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  average  attendance  at  the  Main 
Library  was  103. 


Loan  Department.  Previous  note  has  been  made  of  the 
important  changes  in  the  rules  for  the  loan  of  books.  New  regula- 
tions were  also  made  regarding  the  collection  of  fines,  the  registra- 
tion signature,  the  reservation  of  non-fiction,  the  filing  of  cards  and 
the  exchange  of  books  on  the  same  day  as  borrowed. 

A  loose  leaf  binder  containing  a  record  of  the  new  books  in 
classified  order  was  arranged  as  a  good  substitute  for  the  quarterly 
bulletin  formerly  printed  for  distribution.  The  demand  for  the 
bulletin  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  expense  of  printing  and 
mailing  it.     The  heavy  turnstiles  at  the  Loan  desk  were  removed. 

Among  the  circulation  statistics  it  was  found  that  the  largest 
monthly  circulation  of  books  occurred  during  the  month  of  March, 
and  that  the  number  of  books  circulated  on  Sunday  amounted  to 
9,166.  In  a  comparison  of  the  largest  classes  of  books  of  non-fiction 
read  at  the  three  Libraries  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Main 
Library  led  in  literature,  Carnegie  Branch  in  history  and  Wash- 
ington Park  Branch  in  travel. 
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Catalogue  Department.  Library  of  Congress  cards  have 
been  used  whenever  possible,  except  in  the  children's  depart- 
ment, for  which  the  cards  have  been  typewritten.  The  Cleveland 
and  Pittsburgh  Library  cards  have  been  used  as  models  for  the  lat- 
ter, and  many  analsrtics  have  been  made  to  facilitate  the  work  in 
that  Department. 

All  of  the  cards  for  the  Washington  Park  Branch  were  written 
and  filed  before  the  opening  day.  Cards  for  the  publications  of 
the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  were  prepared  and  filed.  Besides  the 
cataloging  of  new  titles  the  work  of  recataloging  certain  classes 
of  the  older  books  has  been  continued  with  considerable  progress. 

Such  changes  as  the  discontinuance  of  the  listing  of  all  new 
titles  for  the  Bulletin,  the  revision  of  the  catalogue  rules  in  drop- 
ping several  non-essential  points  of  detail,  and  abandoning  the 
record  of  the  number  of  written  cards  were  made. 


Carnegie  Branch.  Carnegie  Branch  closed  its  ninth  year 
with  an  excellent  report  of  growth  in  every  department.  During 
the  year  507  books  were  added  to  the  collection,  making  a  total 
number  of  7,791  volumes.  The  total  circulation  amounted  to  23,488 
books,  an  Increase  of  2,743  over  last  year.  The  number  of  bor- 
rowers now  using  the  Library  is  1,462,  and  with  the  former  figures 
it  is  estimated  that  every  borrower  has   taken   an   average  of   16 
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books  during  the  year.  The  new  rules  which  went  into  effect  in 
March  account  for  the  splendid  gain  over  previous  years.  It  is  in- 
teresting to  note,  however,  that  the  closing  of  the  Library  two 
evenings  and  one  morning  a  week  since  July  has  not  affected  the 
circulation  in  the  least. 

The  books  circulating  from  the  children's  room  numbered  9,864 
volumes,  a  gain  of  1,036  over  last  year.  Special  attention  has  been 
given  to  this  w^ork  by  Miss  Randall  with  splendid  success.  The 
Story  Hour  has  been  featured  for  the  lower  grades,  and  the  interest 
shown  by  the  teachers  and  patrons  as  well  as  by  the  children 
themselves  has  been  very  encouraging. 

There  was  a  noticeable  increase  in  reference  work.  The  work 
of  reclassifying  the  old  books  and  of  changing  the  shelf  list  from 
sheets  to  cards  has  been  carried  on  as  rapidly  as  the  pressure  of 
current  work  allowed.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  create  greater 
interest  in  the  station  at  the  Swift  plant.  There  were  464  books 
issued  there  during  the  year. 


Washington  Park  Branch.  The  informal  opening  of  the 
new  building  occurred  on  June  23,  1910,  and  four  days  later  books 
were  issued  to  141  registered  readers.  Within  ten  months  the  reg- 
istrations increased  to  1,340,  and  the  circulation  of  books  for  home 
use  reached  the  number  of  28,108,  making  an  average  use  of  20.97 
books  for  each  borrower.  This  figure  of  20.97  books  per  borrower 
and  the  figure  of  6  loans  per  book  make  the  best  of  evidence  in 
statistics  of  the  need  of  the  branch  in  the  community  and  of  the 
success  with  which  the  need  has  been  met.  The  non-fiction  per- 
centage of  30  is  very  gratifying  for  the  first  year. 

The  Branch  contains  now  4,474  books,  of  which  1,259  were 
added  during  the  year.  The  juvenile  department  has  been  empha- 
sized, and  a  large  use  has  been  made  of  it.  With  1,206  books  suit- 
able for  use  of  the  children  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  juvenile 
circulation  of  14,229  books  with  the  adult  circulation  of  13,879. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  a  restricted  series  of  stories  to  the 
children,  and  the  total  attendance  of  675  indicated  its  popularity  and 
value. 

Excellent  work  was  accomplished  in  the  reference  department, 
made  possible  by  an  unusually  good  collection  of  bound  magazines 
and  the  timely  purchase  of  needed  reference  books. 
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The  credit  for  the  attractive  appearance  of  the  buUding  from 
within  and  without,  for  the  practical  ideas  in  the  interior  arrange- 
ment and  the  successful  operation  of  the  Library  Itself  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  former  Librarian. 


Lest  We  Forget.  The  future  is  always  full  of  anticipation 
and  glad  hope.  The  coming  year  will  hardly  be  otherwise  than  one 
of  greater  growth  and  usefulness.  However  well  the  work  of  the 
present  may  be  done  the  needs  of  the  future  cannot  be  overlooked. 
It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  face  them  immediately  with  the  assurance 
that  they  will  be  successfully  met  with  little  delay. 

The  usual  need  of  the  Library  is  that  of  more  books  per  in- 
habitant, and  this  will  be  especially  felt  in  the  next  year  at  Wash- 
ington Park  Branch,  but  the  special  need  at  present  is  the  strength- 
ening of  the  Main  Library  and  a  concentration  of  the  work  there. 
The  need  of  larger  quarters  for  the  reference  department  is  imper- 
ative and  increased  seating  capacity  in  the  children's  department 
will  soon  be  in  demand.  A  change  from  delivery  stations  to  deposit 
stations  will  be  welcomed  in  the  future  by  both  patrons  and  Li- 
brary. 

Lest  we  forget  the  greatest  need  of  all  we  hasten  to  mention  the 
impossibility  of  being  the  greatest  benefit  to  this  community  with 
only  the  very  minimum  amount  of  money  permitted  by  the  charter 
that  is  allotted  to  the  Library  Department  in  the  annual  apportion- 
ment, and  to  invite  a  comparison  of  this  amount  with  similar  funds 
in  progressive  cities  of  the  same  class  as  St.  Joseph.  What  other 
public  institution  in  St.  Joseph,  or  in  any  city,  exerts  greater  efforts 
to  better  and  enlarge  its  work,  widen  its  influence  and  increase  its 
value  to  the  entire  city  than  that  of  the  Public  Library? 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  fine  spirit  of  co-operation 
and  the  support  of  all  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
the  Library  Staff,  realizing  that  their  never-failing  interest,  help 
and  consideration  has  been  unusual  in  degree  and  quality. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES    E.    RUSH. 

Librarian. 
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Financial  Statement 


Receipts 

City  apportionment   $  20,037 .  35 

Library  collections    1,774 .  52 

Special   account    1,059 .  19 

Total    $22,871.06 

Expenditures 

Books    $  3,796.26 

Periodicals   790.15 

Binding    1,358.82 

Salaries    10,852.93 

Janitor  service    1,438 .78 

Heat    630 .  61 

Light 231.99 

Furniture    410.15 

Printing  and  stationery  384 .  80 

Miscellaneous    963 .  86 

Balance  appropriated  for  books   2,012 .  71 

Total     $22,871.06 


Building  Fund 

Washington  Park  Branch 

Received  from  subscription    $  2,641 .  50 

Received  from  Andrew  Carnegie   25,000.00 

Total     $27,641.50 

Expended  by  order  of  Board 27,348 .  43 

Balance  appropriated  for  books   $      293 .  07 

These  tables  have  been  condensed  from  the  extended  reports, 
verified  by  affidavits,  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian  now  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  City  Auditor. 
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Board  of  Library  Directors 

James  H.  McCord Term  expires  1911 

Rabbi  Louis  Bernstein   Term  expires  1911 

Smith  A.  Penney Term  expires  1911 

J.  W.  AtwiU  Term  Expires  1912 

Charles  A.  Pf eiff er   Term  Expires  1912 

Rt  Rev.  Maurice  P.  Burke  Term  expires  1912 

Charles  P.  Cargill  Term  expires  1913 

Henry  Krug,  Jr Term  expires  1913 

Rev.   Henry  Bullard    Term  expires  1913 


Officers  of  the  Board 

President  J.  W.  AtwiU 

Vice-President  James  H.  McCord 

Secretary-Treasurer    Charles   A.  Pfelffer 

Assistant  Secretary Charles  E.  Rush 


Standing  Committees 

Library  Messrs.  McCord,  Bullard,  Atwill 

Administration   Messrs.  Cargill,  Pfeiffer,  Bernstein 

Building  and  Grounds   Messrs.  Penney,  Burke,  Krug 

Finance Messrs.  Pfeiffer,  Cargill,  Penney 

By-laws   Messrs.  Bernstein,  Burke,  Krug 
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Library  Staff 

Charles  E.  Rush Librarian 

Lulu  C.   Senter   Assistant  Librarian 

Clara  B.  Davis   Stenographer 

Eudora  L.  Martin  Chief,  Classification  Department 

Lilian  C.  Kerr   Chief,  Reference  Department 

Mary  L.  Reichert   Chief,  Catalogue  Department 

Jessie  M.  Gibson  Chief,  Accession  Department 

Bessie  L.  McCoy Chief,  Children's  Department 

Elizabeth  Hull   Assistant,  Children's  Department 

Glen  Files  Page,  Children's  Department 

Jennie  K.  Willson   Chief,  Loan  Department 

Joseph  Mann   Assistant,  Loan  Department 

Emma  Bock   Assistant,  Loan  Department 

Marjorie  Adriance    Assistant,  Loan  Department 

May  Guymon   Page,  Loan  Department 

Herbert  Campbell  Messenger,  Loan  Department 

Louise  Randall   Librarian,  Carnegie  Branch 

Anise  Sandford Librarian,  Washington  Park  Branch 

Martha  Brown    Assistant,  Washington   Park  Branch 

Elizabeth   Eckel    Apprentice 

Helen  Pfeiffer   Apprentice 

Mabel    Hull    Apprentice 

Louise  Floyd    Apprentice 

Rose  Nash    Apprentice 
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SUGGESTIONS 

T1k»  Library  is  open  to  all  for  reading;  anil  reference  use  within 
tlio  buil«ling.  Any  rositluiii  of  St.  Joseph  may  borrow  books  for  home 
reading  alter  signing  an  ai)plication  and  being  identified. 

The  signature  of  a  guarantor  is  no  longer  required  for  persons  of 
more  than  IS  years  of  age.  Xou-residents  may  take  books  from  the 
Library  (»n  paymonl  of  three  dollars  per  j'ear  and  temporary  residents 
may  enjoy  all  the  prixiloges  on  payment  of  25  cents  per  month. 

Two  books  or  more  may  be  borrowed  at  one  time  and  most  of 
them  may  be  kept  two  weeks.  All  the  book  shelves  are  open  to 
everyone  and  a  free  examination  and  selection  of  all  special  classes 
of  books  is  web-Diiied.  The  card  catalogue  indexes  up  to  date  the  en- 
tire contents  of  the  Library.  It  is  alphabetical  in  form  and  is  as 
easily  usrtl  as  an  on<yclope<lia. 

Th(.>  Librarian  and  his  assistants  are  ready  at  all  times  to  assist 
readers  in  using  the  lataloirues.  understanding  the  arrangement  of 
shelving  and  finding  material  ilcsired. 


HOURS  OF  OPENING 

CENTRAL    LIBRARY 

Ti'ii'li  mid  Felix  j^treeJs 
I.o.iii.   lii'frn?!;(»'  and   Kt-ading  Departments 

\V«fk  day.^ 0  ji.  m.  to  0  p.  ni 

S'.n.inys  2  p.  m.  to  C  p.  ni 

LonUs  air  poT  i'»jiijii  for  home  rea«ling  on  Sundays. 

CHILDREN'S   DEPARTMENT 

ScIm.oI  »hi\ s 1  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 

Si^hi! •!;!>:?  niicl  \:i(ati<)ns 1»  a.  m.  to  t»  p.  m 

(  IdStd    nil    Siiiidays. 

BRANCH   LIBRARIES 

Canir-'iio  P.raiif!i   ^LMcsn^husctts  Ave.  and  Carnegie  St. 

Wurliii.'Mnii  ParK  Fir.ju.  l*. Washington  .\ve.  and  Third  St. 

<)]'i'\\  on  -Moiiday.  TiicUiy  fiui  Saturday 10  a.  m.  to  1*  p.  m. 

Tuc.  drty  ;:i:d  Th*:rs«!ay  U)  ti.  m.  to  C::iO  p.  m. 

V.':.!iir .vrlay 12  noon  to  f»  p.  ra. 

j*''Mday 2  p.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  AND  OFFICERS 

of  the 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MISSOURI 

May  1,  1911   to  April  30,  1912 


OFFICERS 


J.  W.  Atwill  President 

James  H.  McCord First  Vice-President 

Henry  Krug,  Jr Second  Vice-President 

Ctiarles  A.  Pfeif fer Secretary-Treasurer 

Charles  E.  Rush  Assistant  Secretary 

DIRECTORS 

Charles  P.  Cargill  James  H.  McCord 

Henry  Knig,  Jr.  Rabbi  Louis  Bernstein 

Samuel  I.  Mottert  Smith  A.  Penney 

Terms  expire  IIM::  Terms  expire  1911 

J.  W.  Atwill 

Rt.  Rev.  M.  F.  Burke 

Charles  A.  Pfelffer* 

Terms  expire  1915 

COMMITTEES 

Library  Directors  McCord,  Bernstein.  Atwill 

Ad  minibf  ration Directors  Cargill,  Pfeif  fer,  Bernstein 

Building  and  0 rounds  Directors  Penney,  Burke,  Krug 

Finance  Directors  Pfeiffer,  Cargill,  Penney 

By-Laws Directors  Bernstein,  Burke.  Motter 

Carnegie  Branch Directors  Burke,  Pfeiffer,  Krug 

Washington  Park  Branch Directors  Krug,  Penney,  Cargill 

fAppointed  to  fill  unexpired  term  of  Rev.  Henry  Bullard,  deceased. 
•Succeeded  April  15,  1912.  by  Morte  H.  Craig. 


UBBASY  ACTIVITIES  IN  ST.  JOSEPH 

The  twenty-second  fiscal  year  of  this  Library,  closing  on  the  30th 
of  April,  has  been  full  of  interesting  changes  and  increasing  results. 
The  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Library  Staff  have  been  gratified  by 
the  interest  which  the  people  of  St.  Joseph  have  shown  their  Library 
and  the  support  which  they  have  given  it.  In  the  years  that  are  to 
come  this  interest  and  support  will  be  of  increasing  value  in  meeting 
the  pressing  and  necessary  needs  of  the  Library  department  of  the 
municipality.  For  several  years  this  Library  has  been  a  popular  in- 
Btitution  with  the  people  of  the  City  of  St.  Joseph  and  these  people 
have  become  pretty  well  informed  as  to  its  foundation,  support  and 
advantages.  Throughout  the  country  the  St.  Joseph  Public  Library 
has  gained  the  reputation  of  a  well  advertised  library,  paying  par- 
ticular attention  to  industrial  classes  of  books  and  maintaining  a  well 
equipped  Branch  Library  in  a  stock  yards  and  industrial  district.  The 
new  Washington  Park  Branch  Library  in  North  St.  Joseph  with  its 
model,  up-to-date  and  economical  equipment  has  added  materially  to 
the  fame  of  the  city  and  its  Library.  This  reputation  should  be  thor- 
oughly appreciated  by  the  city  and  should  furthermore  be  properly 
BUBtained  and  promoted  in  every  possible  way. 

A  greater  and  better  service  has  and  always  will  be  the  chief 
aim  of  those  concerned  with  the  development  of  this  Library.  The 
following  report  records  concisely  a  few  of  the  changes  and  Improve* 
menta  made  during  the  year  which  have  brought  about  increased 
growth,  more  efficient  service  and  much  greater  satisfaction  on  the 
part  of  Library  patrons.  Every  department  shows  an  increase  rang- 
ing from  10  to  140  per  cent  and  for  several  months  past  the  circula- 
tion of  home-read  books  has  been  increasing  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
5,700  books  per  month.  It  will  probably  be  impossible  to  maintain 
this  rate  under  present  conditions,  but  with  the  proper  equipment  and 
a  Central  Library  building  sufficient  in  size  and  adaptability  this  rate 
of  increased  service  could  be  doubled  and  be  easily  maintained  for 
many  years  to  come.  If  this  Library  is  to  retain  its  present  standing 
and  efficiency,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  the  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  must 
relieve  the  pressing  need  by  either  enlarging  its  present  central  build- 
ing (built  and  largely  maintained  by  the  school  district)  or  by  erecting 
a  new  Central  Library  building  fully  adequate  to  furnish  the  proper 


More  than  13,500  people  are  enrolled  as  regular  patrona  of  the 
Library.  Does  that  list  Include  alt  the  reading  members  of  your 
family? 
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eervice  to  the  city  and  to  care  for  the  many  phases  of  Library  work 
which  cannot  now  be  undertaken.  The  present  Central  Library 
building  offers  for  Library  use  only  one  book  stack  room,  three  sm:: 
reading  rooms  and  three  very  small  work  rooms.  The  Children's 
Room  is  entirely  too  small  and  inadequate,  seating  only  30  children 
at  one  time,  where  there  is  need  for  more  than  150  seats.  A  lack  of 
space  is  a  limitation  which  should  be  easily  overcome  in  the  face  o: 
such  tremendous  educational  opportunities. 

St.  Joseph  is  undoubtedly  entering  a  new  era  in  its  social  and 
industrial  development.  The  Library  is  striving  to  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  use  in  this  awakening.  It  is  making  a  special  effort  to  be 
prepared  with  up-to-date  material  on  all  of  the  things  of  interest  within 
the  city  and  whatever  material  it  does  not  have  will  be  secured,  if  pos- 
sible, upon  recommendation. 

The  cost  of  administration  and  the  support  of  the  Library  must 
necessarily  increase  as  the  Library  grows  in  size  and  usefulness, 
l^arger  orders  of  new  books  must  be  made  to  support  the  increased 
needs  of  the  patrons,  old  books  wearing  out  far  more  rapidly  must  be 
replaced,  more  and  better  service  must  be  supplied  by  the  members 
of  the  staff,  and  in  every  department  a  greater  expenditure  for  miscel- 
laneous supplies  is  made  necessary.  If  the  city  desires  to  see  its 
Library  continue  as  a  progressive  institution  serving  the  citizens  with 
the  efHciency  equal  to  that  maintained  by  other  Libraries  similar  in 
snize,  it  must  support  and  innintain  the  Library  with  a  larger  annual 
.fpproprialion.  Many  other  Libraries  in  the  same  class  with  St.  Joseph, 
having  fewer  branches  and  performing  less  service,  receive  much 
preater  and  far  more  adequate  financial  support.  To  Librarians  gen- 
erally it  seems  somewhat  miraculous  for  St.  Joseph  to  maintain  a  Cen- 
*ral  Library  and  two  well  equipped  Branches  on  an  income  of  only 
?2LO0O  a  year.  Kmphasis  should  be  placed  upon  the  fact  that  this 
figure  is  simidy  the  very  minimum  amount  which  the  city  charter  per- 
mits the  City  Council  to  appropriate  for  the  support  of  the  Library. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  on  May  18. 
1911,  appropriate  resolutions  were  drawn  up  on  the  death  of  Rev. 
Henry  BuUard.  member  of  the  Library  Board  for  nine  years  and  at 
one  time  its  president.  Mayor  A.  P.  Clayton  appointed  Mr.  Samuel 
1.  Motter  to  fill  the  unexpired  term. 

The  following  table  contains  a  few  interesting  figures  whici 
demonstrate  the  growth  of  this  I-»ibrary  during  the  past  year.     The 


The  receipt  for  perpetual  ignorance  is  this,  '*Be  satisfied  with  your 
opinions  and  content  with  your  knowledge." 
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Suggeitlons  of  booki  for  purchaie  will  be  gladly  received. 


Increase  In  total  and  per  capita  elrculatlon  and  the  results  at  Carnegie 
Branch  are  statistics  which  should  be  particularly  noticed. 

Number  of  Branches Z 

Number  of  Deposit  Stations 5 

Number  of  Delivery  StatiouB  2 

Number  of  School  Stations  5 

Number  of  Classroom  Collections 200 

Population  of  St.  Joseph  7T.403 

Tax  Income  per  capita  in  cents 26 

Total  number  of  volumes,  April  30,  1912 C2.052 

Number  of  new  boohs  added  during  the  ;ear 6,731 

Volumes  In  Library  per  capita 80 

Total  circulation  of  books  for  home  use 299,088 

Increase  In  circulation  over  previous  year 68,S13 

Per  cent  of  increase  in  circulation  22.91 

Circulation  per  capita  3,86 

Percentage  of  total  fiction  circulated  70 

Total  number  ol  registered  borrowers  13.503 

Increase  in  number  of  borrowers   2,132 

Per  cent  of  population  as  borrowers  IT 

Total  circulation  at  Carnegie  Branch   S3,T0T 

Increase  In  circulation  at  Carnegie  Branch   1 5,219 

Per  cent  of  Increase  at  Carnegie  Branch  39 

Circulation  per  borrower  at  Carnegie  Branch 21.20 

Average  loan  of  each  book  at  Carnegie  Branch 1.6 

Total  circulation  at  Washington  Park  41,931 

Increase  In  circulation  at  Washington  Park S,900 

Circulation  per  borrower  at  Washington  Park  19,41 

Average  loan  of  each  book  at  Washington  Park t.9 

The  total  circulation  of  books  loaned  from  the  three  Libraries 
amounted  to  299,088,  an  increase  over  last  year's  results  of  CS,613,  or 
22.94  per  cent.  The  circulation  of  hooks 
of  fiction  naturally  constitutes  the  larger 
part  of  this  Increase:  however,  every 
department  of  non-tictlon  Indicates  a 
lai^e  increase  In  use  of  books  wKhin  and 
without  the  building,  amounting  to  an 
increase  total  of  13,914  volumes.  The 
month  of  March  was  again  by  far  the 
tiuslesC  month  and  the  results  were  al- 
most double  of  those  in  September.  The 
circulation  of  supplementary  reading 
books  owned  by  the  School  DlHtrlcl  and 
clrculateil  by  (he  Library,  amounted  to 
24,317.     School   Deposit    Stations  nere  sepsrate  from   this  collection 


f 


The  Library  is  well  prepared  to  furnish  ideas  from  the  experiences 
of  other  cities  In  civic  activities.     Ask  for  the  new  civic  list. 


Special   messengers  will  deliver  or  call  for  your  books  at  very 
reasonable  rates. 


and  their  use  showed  a  tremendous  increase  of  7,377  books.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  non-fiction  department  which  showed  the 
greatest  use  for  the  year  at  the  Central  Library  was  general  litera- 
ture, while  at  Carnegie  Branch  it  was  travel  and  at  Washington  Park 
Branch  history  headed  the  list. 

The  three  Libraries  now  contain  62,052  volumes,  of  which  5,731 
were  new  books  added  during  the  year.  Books  which  were  worn  out, 
lost  and  withdrawn  amounted  to  988,  making  a  net  gain  of  4,743.  The 
number  of  volumes  in  the  school  supplementary  reading  collection, 
formerly  counted  in  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  but 
no  longer  considered  as  JJbrary  property,  amounted  to  10,383. 

Annotated  reading  lists  of  new  books  were  printed  and  distributed 
each  week.  Permanent  files  of  these  lists  are  kept  at  the  Loan  Desks 
in  loose  leaf  binders.  A  new  and  liberal  teacher's  card  was  issued 
for  all  teachers;  telephones  for  the  use  of  the  public  were  installed 
in  the  Loan  Department,  and  messenger  service  for  the  delivery  or 
collection  of  Library  books  subject  to  the  order  of  patrons  was  ar- 
ranged at  a  very  reasonable  charge.  The  Library  Truining  Class 
closed  on  the  5th  of  May  with  five  apprentices  successfully  completing 
the  course,  three  of  whom  were  appointed  to  the  staff,  two  having 
entered  the  Wisconsin  Library  School  for  continued  instruction. 

A  prominent  and  generous  business 
man  of  St.  Joseph  provided  the  Library 
with  sufficient  means  to  establish  two 
"i.ittle  Brother  libraries'*  for  the  use  and 
pleasure  of  crippled  and  shut-in  children. 
The  collections  were  made  up  of  care- 
fully selected  favorites  in  fine  editions 
and  now  circulate  in  special  boxes  from 
house  to  house  for  periods  of  four  weeks. 

Several  new  advertising  features 
v.crc  used  to  exploit  the  Library  resources.  A  local  moving  picture 
thtatre  kindly  exhibited  a  specially  prepared  lantern  slide  showing  at 
each  performance  photographic  reproiluciions  of  the  Library  buildings, 
together  with  the  following  note,  "Your  Free  Public  Library  has  ar- 
rnnpod  wiih  this  management  to  select  interesting  books  and  roaga^ 
:i:ic   articles   upon    the   historical,   literary    and    industrial     subjects 


Business  men  are  beginning  to  realize  that  a  modern   Library  U 
a  Bureau  of  lnfornr\aticn. 
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Can  any  .memorial  be  greater  than  a  gift  to  the  community  of  an 
institution  for  the  good  of  all? 


treated  in  these  pictures.  It  is  a  bright  idea  to  see  something  good 
and  then  learn  more  about  it."  The  local  press  was  particularly 
courteous  in  the  space  given  to  Library  news.  A  poster  reprint  of 
the  "Health  Alphabet"  by  a  Chicago  tuberculosis  nurse  was  distributed 
in  the  various  upper  grades  of  all  the  school  buildings.  Artistic  cir- 
culars concerning  the  Washington  Park  Branch  were  distributed  in 
packages  purchased  in  stores  by  citizens  in  North  St.  Joseph.  At- 
tractive posters  emphasizing  the  opportunities  of  Library  study  and 
reading  were  placed  in  stations,  hotels,  club  rooms  and  factories. 

In  March  it  was  deemed  wise  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  dis- 
continue the  circulation  of  home-read  books  on  Sunday  and  also  to 
close  the  Juvenile  departments  on  the  same  day  in  all  of  the  Libraries. 
These  changes  became  necessary  due  to  the  increased  use  of  books 
and  in  order  to  provide  better  service  to  patrons  throughout  the  week. 
Statistics  do  not  indicate  any  loss  due  to  these  changes. 

In  February  an  additional  Deposit  Station  was  established  in  the 
Hansen  Heights  district  at  Pierce's  Drug  Store.  The  collection  con- 
tains 200  popular  books  and  new  books  are  added  twice  a  month. 
The  location  of  other  deposit  stations  is  under  consideration,  the 
change  from  delivery  to  deposit  stations  being  fully  appreciated  by 
patrons. 

Traveling  libraries  in  special  boxes,  each  containing  about  25 
popular  books,  were  placed  in  three  of  the  wholesale  houses  and 
factories  in  the  city  for  the  special  use  of  employed  women.  Local 
arrangements  for  supervision  of  the  collections  were  secured  through 
the  co-operation  of  the  local  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

An  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  Inland  Printer  Technical  School 
was  displayed  in  November  and  in  December  the  usual  exhibition  of 
children's  books  recommended  for  purchase  as  holiday  presents  was 
held.  Other  exhibits,  such  as  good' commercial  and  writing  papers, 
garden  seeds  and  catalogues,  exhibit  of  the  U.  S.  Forestry  department, 
etc.,  were  also  held. 

The  Library  is  now  on  the  mailing  list  of  more  than  300  civic, 
social,  health,  charity,  municipal,  educational  and  commercial  asso- 
ciations, societies  and  clubs,  and  through  these  sources  a  large  amount 
of  up-to-date,  authoritative  and  scarce  pamphlet  material  has  been 


It  is  a  kind  and  neighborly  act  to  tell  others  how  they  can  In- 
crease their  earning  power  and  Joy  in  life  without  farther  expense. 
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Your  Public  Library  is  endeavoring  under  very  limited  meant  to 
do  its  part  in  making  its  resources  accessible  to  everyone. 


collected.    These  pamphlets  are  filed  upon  receipt  by  subject  and  are 
later  bound  in  permanent  form. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  preparation  for  a  large 
circulating  collection  of  loose  and  mounted  pictures  to  be  used  In 
school,  reference  and  club  work. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Directors  the  new  office  of 
second  vice-president  was  created  and  special  committees  on  the 
Washington  Park  Branch  and  Carnegie  Branch  were  appointed.  The 
Library  was  represented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Missouri  Li- 
brary Association  held  at  Hannibal  in  October  by  three  representa- 
tives and  by  one  representative  at  the  dedication  in  January  of  the 
new  Central  Library  building  at  St.  I^uis. 

Library  of  C-ongress  cards  were  used  in  cataloging  during  the 
past  year  to  a  larger  extent  than  ever  before  and  many  more  type« 
written  cards  were  made  for  the  foreign  and  Juvonile  books  than  in 
years  past.  Owing  to  pressure  of  current  work  but  little  progress 
was  made  in  the  recataloging  of  the  older  books. 

In  September  an  additional  room  was 
etiuipped  for  the  Reference  Department, 
where  most  of  the  Reference  Collection 
is  now  shelved.  The  work  in  this  de- 
partment increased  rapidly  during  the 
winter,  resulting  in  the  necessity  to  pro- 
vide an  additional  assistant  The  new 
pamphlet  collection,  the  special  college 
collection,  large  and  important  additions 
and  larger  quarters  added  materially  to 
the  resources  c»f  the  department. 

The  Juvenile  Department  of  the  Cen- 
tral Library  closed  the  year  wi^h  an  in- 
crease in  total  circulation  of  6.580  books. 
and  a  G  per  cent  increase  in  the  use  of 
non-fieiion.  More  than  1,000  books  were  sent  out  in  the  school  sta- 
tions and  the  result  of  nearly  1.000  volumes  as  an  average  monthly 
circulation  was  most,  encouraging.  The  ilosing  of  this  department  on 
rtun'kiys   ma<lo   no   apparent    decrease   in    the    circulation    statistics 


Practical  ideas  for  your  work  or  profession,  recreation  and  hobby 
ars  on  tap  in  the  Library  for  your  use. 


The  Library  is  not  only  a  storehouse  for  the  records  of  the  past, 
but  it  is  a  storehouse  of  new  ideas  for  immediate  and  future  use. 


The  growth  of  the  work  with  the  children  continues  to  emphasize 
the  sore  need  of  larger  quarters. 

The  tenth  annual  report  of  Carnegie  Branch  showing  8,365  vol- 
umes in  stock,  a  registration  list  of  1.822  borrowers  and  a  circulation 
of  38,707  home-read  books  indicates  an  unusual  growth.  The  total 
Increase  in  circulation  for  the  year  was  15,219  volumes  or  39  per  cent. 
New  books  numbering  613  were  added  and  866  new  patrons  were  en- 
rolled. It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  56  per  cent  of  fiction  issued 
in  the  juvenile  department  with  the  71  per  cent  of  fiction  circulated 
from  the  adult  department.  The  Story  Hour  was  featured  during 
the  months  of  January  and  February,  having  an  average  attendance 
of  65  children. 

Washington  Park  Branch  in  closing  its  first  report  covering  an 
entire  fiscal  year  records  a  total  circulation  of  41,931,  an  increase  of 
8,900  volumes  over  those  issued  in  the  corresponding  months  of  the 
previous  year.  This  increase  is  sufficient  proof  of  a  splendid  year's 
work  for  the  new  Branch.  Eight  hundred  and  fifty-seven  new  read- 
ers' cards  were  issued,  making  a  total  of  2,160  registered  borrowers, 
and  817  new  volumes  were  added  to  the  total  collection  of  5,291 
books.  The  Arabian  Nights  were  made  a  special  feature  during  the 
Story  Hour  season,  being  told  very  successfully  to  1,180  children. 

From  out-of-town  friends  and  friends  within  the  city  the  Library 
received  a  large  number  of  valuable  gifts  of  books.  The  most  note- 
worthy gift  was  that  of  the  remaining  collection  of  61  volumes  of  the 
Library  of  the  old  "St.  Joseph  Institute,"  which  was  presented  by  Miss 
Lilian  C.  Kerr. 

The  Board  of  Directors  accepted,  with  much  regret,  the  voluntary 
resignations  of  Miss  Lilian  C.  Kerr,  Reference  I^ibrarian,  and  Miss 
Marjorie  Adriance.  assistant  in  the  Loan  Department.  Miss  Kerr's 
long  service  within  the  Library  was  of  a  marked  order  of  faithfulness, 
interest  and  ability.  Several  transfers  of  assistants  to  various  posi- 
tions were  made  to  cover  vacancies  and  difficult  situations,  and  for 
the  loyal  co-operation  and  support  shown  by  all  members  of  the 
staff  at  these  and  all  times,  the  Librarian  is  deeply  grateful.  It  is  a 
rare  pleasure  to  work  in  the  midst  of  an  esprit  de  corps  so  genuine 
and  never-failing  as  exists  in  this  Library.    Grateful  acknowledgment 


The  Library  is  the  greatest  institution  in  St.  Joseph  for  the  con- 
tinuous education  of  adults  and  is  second  only  to  the  schools  In  the 
education  of  children. 
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We  are  sometime*  asked  this  question,  "Why  strive  so  hard  to 
better  and  enlarge  the  methods,  work  and  influence  of  the  LlbraryT" 


is  alBO  due  to  Miss  Olive  Rush  tor  Ihe  pen  ami  Ink  Bfcelches  used  in 
this  and  the  preceding  report. 

Tbe  Librarian  and  ail  tbe  staft  desire  to  express  their  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  unuBual  interest  and  consideration  manifested  In 
their  welfare  by  the  Board  of  Directors  and  for  the  man;  courtesies 
extended  to  them  bj  patrons  of  tbe  Llbrarj-. 

CHARLES  E.  RUSH. 
Librarian. 


The  above  report,  loeother  with  <letalled  Btallstlcal  tables  of 
records  and  accounts,  was  submitted  May  9,  1912,  to  the  Board  of  Li- 
brary Directors  for  official  approval,  and  later  transmitted  to  the 
Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  St.  Joseph  by  tbe  President 
of  the  Board,  J.  W.  AtwiU. 


It  it  our  aim  to  make  this  the  best  Public  Library  of  ita  size  in 
the  United  States.  With  sufficient  support  this  ambition  can  be 
realized. 


Why  do  some  people  neglect  their  money  invested  in  their  Public 
Libraries?     Usually  they  are  not  so  negligent  in  other  investments. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Condensed  from  extended  reports,  verified  by  affidavits,  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Librarian  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  City  Auditor. 

RECEIPTS 

City  apportionment   $20,880.63 

Library  collections  1,120.00 

Special  accounts  2,348.66 

Total    $24,349.19 

EXPENDITURES 

Books    $  4,949.68 

Periodicals    ; 988.65 

Binding    1.242.98 

Salaries    11.025.90 

Janitor  service 1,931.35 

Heat    672.62 

Light   257.31 

Furniture  129.60 

I^inting  and  stationery  280.97 

Miscellaneous     970.26 

Balance  appropriated  for  books 1.899.87 

Total   $24,349.19 


The  three  Libraries  are  supported  entirely  by  the  taxpayers  of 
St.  Joseph  through  the  annual  apportionment  fronn  the  city  tax  col- 
lections made  by  the  Common  Council. 
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A  book  unused  !■  of  little  value  to  anyone.    The  right   book  in 
the  hands  of  the  right  man  may  be  of  untold  value. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY  STAFF 


Charles  E.  Rush  Librarian 

Lulu  C.  Senter  ^isBistant  Librarian 

Emma  Bock  Assistant  Loan  Department 

Martha  Brown  Vssistant  Washington  Park  Branch 

Clara  B.  Davis  Librarian's  Secretary 

Louise  floyd  Assistant  Loan  Department 

Jessie  M.  Gibson  ( 'hief,  Accession  Department 

May  Guymon Page,  Loan  Department 

Elizabeth  Hull Vssistant,  Reference  Department 

Mabel  Hull   Assistant,  Catalogue  Department 

Lawson  Kinney  Messenger,  Loan  Department 

Ruth  Lowary   Page,  Children's  Department 

Bessie  L.  McCoy  Chief,  Children's  Department 

Joseph  Mann   Chief,  Deposit  Stations 

Eudora  L.  Martin  Chief,  Classification  Department 

Hose  Nash General  Supply  Assistant 

Louise  Randall  Librarian,  Carnegie  Branch 

Mary  L.  Reichert  Chief,  Catalogue  Department 

Anise  Sandford  Librarian,  Washington  Park  Branch 

Jennie  K.  Willson  Chief,  Loan  Department 


Visitors  and  temporary  residents  are  always  welcome  within  thj 
walls  of  all   Public  Libraries. 


"None  suffer  so  much  as  they  who  endeavor  to  cone 
necessities." 


SPECIAL  BEADING. 

The  majority  of  us  resolve  now  and  then  to  do  some  spei 
ing  upon  the  subject  of  our  own  particular  work  or  dearei 
However,  after  the  inspiration  has  passed  by  we  generally  fo 
good  resolve,  or  act  regretfully  and  Indifferently  toward  it. 
tie  reader  will  likely  make  note  of  the  following  suggestion, 
directly  Intended  for  him. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  particular  subject  and  desi 
form  yourself  more  fully  about  it,  simply  fill  out  the  for 
follows  and  send  it  by  mail  to  the  Reference  Librarian  of  St 
Missouri.  The  assistants  in  the  Reference  Department  will 
glad  to  prepare  a  reading  list  for  you,  recommending  the 
which  you  may  wisely  read  the  material,  and  notify  you  w 
ready  for  your  use.  If  requested  they  will  send  it  to  your  a( 
a   special  messenger. 


Inrrraar  Your  KnciMlrdBC  Kf fic-icnr> .  Enniinc 
Po*>-rr  mtil  Juy  In  Lifr. 


COURSK  l.N  RKADING 


I  itmr  In  pwMt  •  €•*■•  d  Widwt  tm  iIm  wbjaci  d 


b  ay  itiid*  (J  ihc  wbicci  I  haw  irad  A«  iellota««  fcot-kt 


I  14  iImi  lt««  Lfcrary  mAr   «iul  •  !at  el  rttvHmitmiti  bctki  w  h* 
read  n  •  i}.!***!^  «dn 


A6^tm. 


TW  pHblie  Librvy  ol  8l.  Jowpb.  MiMwri. 
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ANOTHER  SUGGESTION 

Your  ruMic  Library  is  maintained  by  and  for  the  use  of  all  the 
pooplo  in  this  community.  It  is  a  thoroughly  democratic  institution 
an<i  all  rosiilcnts  of  St.  Joseph  are  entitled  to  all  of  Its  advantages. 
Public  service  in  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  is  the  sole  purpose 
of  the  Library  and  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Library  Staff  en- 
liravur  at  all  times  to  widen  the  scope  and  increase  the  influence  of 
this  service. 

If  you  are  a  patron  of  the  Library  and  find  its  work  and  efforts 
worth  while,  why  not  mention  this  to  your  friends  and  neighbors? 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  tell  another  of  an  opportunity.  It  is  a  civic  duty 
to  help  increase  the  use  and  reputation  of  your  public  institutions. 

Trge  your  friends  to  secure  Library  cards  and  tell  them  that  the 
new  rules  are  as  liberal  and  inconspicuous  as  possible.  Make  use  of 
this  perforated  sheet  to  send  us  the  names  of  persons  who  may  be 
interested  in  becoming  Library  patrons. 


PROSPECTIVE  LIBRARY  PATRONS 


NAME  ADDRESS 
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MEMORIAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  BOOKS 


"The  Board  of  DirectorB  of  the  St.  Joseph  Public  Library  desire 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  people  of  St.  Joseph  the  opportunity 
of  presenting  memorial  collections  of  books  to  the  Library. 

"Any  one  wishing  to  honor  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  de- 
ceased friend  may  do  so  by  presenting  to  the  Library  any  number 
of  books,  from  a  single  volume  to  a  complete  collection  on  some 
special  subject.  In  each  volume  will  be  placed  a  memorial  bookplate 
bearing  his  name  In  whose  memory  the  book  Is  given,  and  the  name 
of  the  donor,  unless  It  Is  preferred  that  the  latter  be  omitted.  Let- 
ters will  also  be  sent  to  the  bereaved  family  notifying  them  of  the 
gift. 

"The  gift  may  be  made  to  any  department  or  branch  of  the  Li- 
brary preferred,  and  the  Librarian  and  hlft  staff  will  gladly  give  ad- 
vice and  assistance  in  the  selection  and  purchase  of  the  books. 

"The  flower  fades  and  withers;  the  picture  is  neglected  and 
overlooked,  but  the  book  pored  over  and  enduring  spreads  knowl- 
edge and  contentment  to  all  who  read  In  the  name  of  the  loved  one 
who  has  entered  into  the  Eternal  Beyond. 

"Books  are  at  once  our  masters  and  our  servants.  They  have 
a  silent  Independence,  an  unchanging  voice,  a  calm  declaration  of 
truths  as  they  will.  But  they  are  unobtrusive.  They  wait  for  our 
moods  and  leisure.  They  are  never  Jealous  if  we  neglect  them,  nor 
quarrelsome  when  we  are  familiar.  They  wait  upon  us  in  youth, 
manhood  and  old  age  with  a  vivacity  that  time  never  chills,  and  an 
Instructiveness  that  repetition  never  wearies.  Books  gradually  lose 
their  inert  and  dead  form  and  become  to  us  like  persons  that  have 
pulse  and  articulate  voice.  We  feel  more  intimately  acquainted  wi:; 
authors  two  hundred  years  dead  than  we  do  with  our  daily  com- 
panions. A  book  is  better  for  weariness  than  sleep — for  cheerful- 
ness, than  wine.  It  is  often  a  better  physician  than  the  doctor,  a 
better  preacher  than  the  minister,  a  better  sanctuary  than  a  drowsy 
church." 
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Th*  C*Mb«  PriaUai  Ca. 

PrlalH- 

til.  Jaaavk.  H*. 


WHEN  I  GROW  UP 

I  shuU  conilmie  to  be  prouil  thiit  I  live  In  these 
ttcc  I'liliLxl  Sialce  of  America  nnd  thnt  ii  is  my  duty 
and  privjl«i!c  lo  lie  o[  all  possible  servite  to  my 
roimlry. 

I  sliall  be  a  gooil  citlxcn,  oppostng  all  thai  ts 
nrong  [ind  FlKhtlnK  Tor  all  eacxt  thliiRB  that  will 
iiiiikc  my  raiiiiiry  an<l  city  uiiil  home  more  beaiiiiritl 
and  njy  (ouiiti'ymcD  bettor  nml  huiipier. 

I  shnll  be  strong  and  healrhy  and  brave  and 
tnie.  for  I  know  ihni  fiucress  i.'omes  lo  thoge  who 
have  healthy  bocliPB,  iii:ilvo  minds,  Bivong  rhaiaeters 


1  shall  l>c  happy,  for  1  believe  ihnt  happtnens 
H;eH  '<>   those  who  malte  others   happy. 

I  can  leani  a  great  deal  more  about  patriotism, 
ive  ilecils,  eliixeiiRliip  and  nireai  men  at  the  Free 
I'lic  l.lbi'ary  of  the  (.'iiy  or  St.  Joseph.  Missouri, 

I   i|iiiie  anri-e  wlib   that    title  ol.l    nerinan    who 


